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BOOK VIII. 


~onqgueft of Chili and Paraguay by the Spaniards. 
Principles on which Spain regulates ber colonies. noo 
VIII. 


T ee 
H E country known by the name of Chili, is By what 
bounded on the eaft by immente deferts, that reach Spaniards 
as far as Paraguay. To the weit, it extends along ENT ico 
the South Sea, from the frontiers of Peru to the re gain 
Rreights of Magellan. The Incas had prevailed — 
pon great part of the inhabitants of that vaft re- 

ridén to fubmit to their wife laws, and intended to 

Fubdue the whole, had they not met with infuper- 

ble difficulties. 

THis important project was refumed by the Spa- 

hiards, as foon as they had conquered the princi- 

Vor. ill. B | pal 




















2 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 


B OOK pal provinces of Peru. In the beginning of 1535, 
VIII. 

Ws Almagro fet out from Cufco, and pafied the Cor- 
deleras ; and though he had loft a great part of 
the foldiers who attended him in his expedition, 

he was received with the greateft marks of fub- 
miffion by the nations -that had been formerly un- 
der the dominion of the empire that had juft been 
fubverted. The terror of his arms would, proba- 
bly, have procured him greater advantages, had not 
fome concerns of a private nature brought him 
back to the center of the empire, where he ended 
his days in an unfortunate manner. 

Tue Spaniards appeared again in Chili in 1541. 
Baldivia, their leader, entered it without the leaft 
oppofition. The -inhabitants were gathering in 
their crops; but as foon as harveft was over, 
they took up arms, and never laid them down for 
ten years. Some diftricts, indeed, difcouraged by 
the continual loffies they fuftained, at length fub- 
mitted, but the reft refolutely fought for their li- 
berty, though they were generally defeated. 

An: Indian captain, whofe age and infirmities 

confined him to his hut, was continually toid of 

thefe misfortunes. The grief of feeing his people 
always beaten by a handful of ftrangers, infpired 
him with courage. Hie formed thirteen compa- 
nies of a thoufand men each, which he led againft 
the enemy. They marched one after another, and 
he ordered that if the firt company were routed, 
it fhould not fall back upon the next, but. rally 
and be fupported by it. This order, which was 

ftrictly 


























IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 3 


{ri€tly obeyed, difconcerted the Spaniards. They 5995 
forced through all the companies one after ano- a 
ther, without gaining any advantage. As both 
the men and horfes wanted reft, Baldivia retreated 
towards a defile, where he judged he could eafily 
defend himfelf ; but the Indians did not allow him 
time fufficient to fecure his retreat thither. “Their 
rear marched through bye-ways and took pofieffion 
of the defile, while their vanguard followed him 
with fo much precaution, that he was furrounded 
and mafiacred, together with his hundred and fifty 
men. It is faid that the favages poured melted 
gold down his throat, faying, glat thyfelf witb that 
snetal thou art fo fond of- 

Taury availed themfelves of this victory, to burn 
and deftroy many of the European fettlements, 
which would all have fhared the fame fate, had they 
not been timely affifted by fome confiderable rein- 
forcements from Peru, which enabled them to de- 
fend their beft fortified pofts. They extended 
themfelves a little after this, but never acquired 
the fmalleft portion of additional territory without 
fighting for it. Of all the countries in America 
which the Spaniards have attempted to fubdue, 
this is the one in which they have always met with, 
and {till find the greareft refilftance. 

_ TxHerr moft irreconcileable enemies are the 
inhabitants of Arauco and Tucapel, thofe to 
the fouth of the river Bobio, or who extend 
towards the Cordeleras. Their manners, which 


bear a greater refemblance to thofe of the 
B 2 favages 




















4 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 


EB oe favages of North America, than to thofe of the 
ww — Peruvians their neighbours, render them confíe- 
quently more formidable. When they goto war, 
they carry nothing with them, and want neither 
tents, nor baggage. The fametrees from which 
they gather their food, fupply them with lances 
and darts. As they are fure of finding in one 
place what they had in another, they willingly 
reign any country which they are unable to de- 
fend. All places are equally indifferent to them. 
Their troops being free from all incumbrance of 
provifions and ammunition, march with furprifing 
agility. “They expofe their lives like men who fet 
little value on them ; and if they lofe the field of 
battle, they are not ata lofs for magazines and 
encampments wherever there is ground covered 
with fruits. They fometimes invite their neigh- 
bours to join them to attack the common enemy, 
and this they call throwing the arrow, becaufe 
this call flies as fwiftly and filently as an arrow 
from one habitation to another. Very frequently 
a drunken fellow wantonly calls to arms; the 
alarm is inftantly fpread, a chief is chofen, 
and war is determined. A certain night is 
immediately fixed upon, in the dead of which, 
the time they always chufe for the commence- 
ment of hoftilities, they fall upon the next vil- 
lage where there are Spaniards, and from thence‘ 
proceed to others. “They murder all the inhabi- 
tants, except the white women, whom they al- 
ways carry off. ‘This is the true origin of the 
many 
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many white and fair Indians that are to be met B es = 
with. 

‘Bererore the enemy has time to colleét his forces, 
they all unite in one-body. Their army, though 
more formidable from their numbers than from 
their difcipline, is not afraid of attacking the pofts 
that are moft ftronely fortified. This fury often 
fucceeds, becaufe they are fo conftantly fupplied 
with reinforcements, that they are not fenfible of 
their lofies. If thefe are fo confiderable as to ob- 
lige them to defift, they retire to the diftance of a 
few leagues, and five or fix days after, fall upon 
fome other place. T hefe barbarians never think 
they are beaten, unlefs they are furrounded. If 
they can take pofieffion of a place difficult of ac- 
‘cefs, they think they are conquerors. The head 
of one Spaniard, which they carry off in triumph, 
comforts them for the death of a hundred Indians. 
Such a people muft neceffarily conquer. 

Fue conntry is of fuch confiderable extent, that 
when they find themfelves in danger from the ene- 
my, they forfake their poffeffions, and remove in- 
to fome impenetrable foreft. Recruited by other 
Endians, they foon return into the parts they had 
before inhabited ; and this alternate fucceffion of 
flight and refiftance, of boldnefs and fear, is the 
circumftance that renders them unconquerable. 
War is to them a kind of amufement. As it 
is neither expenfive nor inconvenient to them, 
they have nothing to apprehend from its conti- 
nuance ; and it is a conitant rule with them never 

B 3 to 












































6 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 


ae fue for peace. The pride of Spain muft al- 
w ways condefcend to make the firft overtures. 
When thefe are favourably received, a conference 
is held. The governor of Chili and the Indian 
general, attended by the moft diftinguifhed cap- 
tains on both fides, fettle the terms of accommo- 
dation, at a convivial meeting. The Spaniards 
are always obliged to purchafe peace by fome pre- 
fents, and after a variety of fruitlefs attempts, 
they have been forced to give up all thoughts of 
extending their conquefts, and reduced to cover 
their frontiers by erecting forts at proper diftances. 
Thefe precautions are taken to prevent the Indians 
who have fubmitted, from joining the independent 
favages, and likewife to repel the inroads of the 
latter into the colonies. 
Prefent Turse colonies are difperfed on the borders of 
Soaniarda’ the South Sea; they are parted from Peru by a 
at Chili. defert that meafures eighty leagues, and bounded 
by the ifland of Chiloe, at the extremity next 
the ftreights of Magellan. On that great length 
of coait, there are no fettlements except thofe of 
Baldivia, Conception ifland, Valparaifo and “Co- 
quimbo or La Serena, which are all fea-ports. In 
the inland country is St. Jago, the capital of the 
colony. Thefe is no culture nor habitation at any 
difttance from thefe towns. The buildings are 
all very low, made of unburnt brick, and moftly 
thatched. This practice is obferved, on account 
of the frequent earthquakes, and is properly 
adapted 
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adapted to the nature of the climate, as well as B ei 
the indolence of the inhabitants. Ca 

Tuey are robuft and well-fhaped men, but ire 
an number. In all that large fettlement, there are 
not 20;000 white men, and not more than 60,000 
negroes or Indians, able to bear arms. The mili- 
tary cefitablifhment amounted formerly to 2000 
men ; but the maintaining of them was found too 
expenfive, and they were reduced to 500 at the 
beginning of the century. “Chis reduction has 
made no alteration in the tranquillity of the colo- 
ny, becaufe thefe Indians pay no poll tax, and are 
treated with more humanity than in the other con- 
quered provinces. The bravery which they had 
exerted in the defence of their liberty, made them 
obtain more favourable terms when they furren- 
dered ; and the capitulation has never been broken, 
for fear they fhould join with the independent na- 
tions in the neighbourhood. | 

Ir Chili is tninhabited, it is not owing to the 
climate, which is one of the moft wholefome in 
the world. The vicinity of the Cordeleras gives 
it fuch a delightful temperature, as could not 
otherwife be expected in that latitude. ‘There is 
mot a more pleafant province in all the mother 
country. 

THe richnefs of its gold mines has been too much 
extolled. Their united produce never exceeds 
five millions of livres(az) a year. The gold was for- 
merly brought over in bullion; but ever fince the 

B 4 year 


faj) 218,750l. 
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BOOK year 1749, it is coined in the mint fet up at Se 
w Jago. The excellent copper mines of Coquimba 
fupply the whole kingdom of Peru. 
A more certain fource of wealth, though lefs 
pleafing to the pofieffors, is the prodigious ferti- 
licy of the foil. All the European fruits have im- 
proved in that happy climate. The wine would 
be excellent, if nature were affifted by art. The 
corn harveit is reckoned a bad one, when it does 
not yield a hundred fold. 
Connec— With all thefe advantages, Chili has no direé 
Chili with intercourfe with the mother country. T heir whole 
nie trade is confined to Peru, Paraguay, and the fa- 
= sth P ees vages on their own frontiers. 
guay. THe inhabitants of Chili fell their moft ordina- 
ry and lefs valuable commodities to thefe favages 
for oxen, horfes, and their own children, whom 
they are ready to parc with for the mofit trifling 
things. 

IHoucau# they are paffionately fond of fuch 
baubles when expoted to their view, they never 
think of them when they are removed from their 
fight; nor will they come out of their woods and 
deferts to procure them ; fo that the Spaniards are 
under a neceffity of carrying thefe trifles to them. 
A Spaniard who intends to undertake this trade, 
firft applies to the heads of families, in whom 
alone refides all public authority. When he has 
obtained leave to fell; he goes through all the 
villages, and diflributes his goods indifcriminately 
among ell who afk for them. When they are all 

dıl- 




















IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 9 
difpofed of, he gives notice of his departure, and B oe 
every one who has purchafed any thing of him, WJ» 
brings, without delay, tothe village where he firft 
miade his appearance, the goods agreed for be- 
tween them. ‘There has never been any inftance 
of difhonetty inthis trafic. “The merchant is al- 
lowed an efcort to affiftt him in condué¢ting the 
cattle and flaves he has received in payment, to 
the frontiers of the country. 

Wine and fpirituous liquors were fold till the 
year 1724 to thefe people, who, like moft other 
favages, are exceffively fond of them. When 
they were intoxicated they ufed to take up arms, 
maffacre all the Spaniards they met with, and fud- 
denly attack the forts, and ravage the country near 
their dwellings. Thelle outrages were fo often re- 
peated, that it was found neceffary itriétly to for- 
bid this dangerous trade. The good effects of the 
prohibition are daily felt. The commotions of 
thefe people are lefs frequent and lefs dangerous, 
and their peaceable behaviour has brought on a 
vifible increafe of intercourfe with them; but it 
is not likely it fhould ever be fo great as that with 
ert, 

Crivi fupplies Peru with great plenty of hides, 
dried fruit, copper, falt meat, korfes, hemp, lard, 
wheat and gold. In exchange for rhefe articles, 
Peru fends tobacco, fugar, cocoa, earthen ware, 
woollen cioth, linen, hats macie at Quito, and 
every article of luxury that ts brought from Eu- 
rope. The fhips fent from Callao on this traffic 

were 
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BOOK were formerly bound for Conception Bay, but 
VIII. s 

_ — now come to Valparaifo. The voyage was at firit 
fo tedious, that a whole year was necefflary to com- 
piete it. The failors never ventured to lofe fight 
of land, and followed all the windings of the 
coaft. An European pilot, who had obferved the 
winds, performed that navigation in one month. 
They confidered him as a magician, and he was 
taken up by order of the inquifition, whofe igno- 
rance becomes an object of ridicule, when its 
cruelty does not excite our abhorrence. The jour- 
nal he produced was his vindication ; and it plain- 
ly appeared that to perform the fame voyage, it 
was only neceffary to keep clear of the coafts. 
His method was, therefore, univerfally adopted. 

Tue colony ef Chili acts upon a very different 
plan in its tranfactions with that of Paraguay. The 
intercourfe between the two colonies is not carried 
on by fea; as it would then be necefiary either to 
pafs the ftreights of Magellan or to double Cape 
Horn, which the Spaniards always avoid as much 
as poffible. They find it fafer and even cheaper, 
to go by land, though it is three hundred leagues 
from St. Jago to Buenos Ayres, and that they muft 
travel forty leagues through the fnows and preci- 
pices of the Cordeleras. 

Cutt fends to Paraguay fome woollen ftuffs 
called pouchos, which are ufed for cloaks. It alfo 
fends wines, brandy, oil, and chiefly gold; and 
receives in return wax, a kind of tallow fit to 
make foap, the herb of Paraguay, European 

goods 
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goods, and as many negroes as Buenos Ayres can B ee 
furnifh. Thofe negroes that come from Panama, as ——~,—~ 
numbers of them are loft by a long navigation and 
frequent change of climate, are purchafed at a 
higher price, and are not fo robuft. | 

Crivr is a ftate entirely diftinét from Peru, and 
and is governed by a chief who is abfolute in 
all political, civil, and military affairs, and inde- 
pendent of the viceroy, who has no authority ex- 
cept when a governor dies, to appoint one in his 
room for atime, till the mother country namesa 
fucceffor. If on fome occafions the viceroy has 
interfered in the governinent of Chili, it was when 
he has been either authorifed by a particular truft 
repofed in him by the court, or by the deference 
paid to the eminence of his office ; or when he has 
been actuated by that ambition which naturally 
prompts men in power to extend their authority. 
Paraguay enjoys the fame independence. 

ParRaGuay is bounded onthe north by the river Settlement 

of the Amazons, on the fouth by the country bor- esse ig ram 
dering on the ftreights of Magellan, on the eaft Paraguay. 
by the Brazils, and on the weft by Chili and Peru. 
It derives its name from a large river that comes 
down from the lake Xarayes, and runs nearly from 
north to fouth ; and after having made feveral 
windings through an immenfe fpace, falls into the 
fea about the 35th degree of fouth latitude. 

Tsis region, which is about 500 leagues long 
and 300 broad, is very much diverfified. It con- 
tains vaít forefts, long ridges of mountains, low 


lands 
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BOOK lands that are under water great part of the year, 
w — and moraffes that conftantly corrupt the air by 
their ftagnating waters. The roving nations who 
inhabit thefe deferts are all of an olive complexion, 
though in a different degree, are above the middle 
fize, and have flat faces. The men and children 
are generally naked, efpecially in the hot countries, 
and the women wear hardly any covering. All 
travellers agree in giving a very unfavourable ac- 
count of thefe people; whom they reprefent as 
extremely ftupid, fickle, perfidious, and glutton- 
ous, much addicted to drunkennefs, without any 
forefight, and exceffively indolent and cowardly. 
If on certain occafions fome of them have given 
proofs of a kind of furious courage, it was owing 
to their being impelled by the defire of plunder or 
the fpirit of revenge. 

Tuey live upon hunting, fifhing, wild fruits, 
honey, which is commonly found in the foretts, 
and roots that grow fpontaneous. Some few eat 
maize and cafflada; and they often change their 
habitations, with a view of procuring greater plenty 
of food. As they have nothing to remove but a 
few earthen vefiels, thefe emigrations are extremely 
eafy ; and they can find branches of trees in every 
place to build their huts with. ‘Though every In- 
dian thinks himfelf free, and lives in a ftate of 
abfolute independence, yet the neceffity of mutual 
defence has obliged them to form themfelves into 
a kind of fociety. Some families unite under the 


direétion of a leader of their own choice. Thefe 
a{- 
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affociations, which are more or lefs numerous, in B ip BR 
proportion to the reputation and abilities of the ——~—~ 
chief, are_as eafily diffolved as formed. 

Tue difcovery of the river Paraguay, fince 
called Rio de la Plata, was made in 1516, by 
Diaz de Solis, a noted pilot of Caítile. Hie and 
mott of his men were put to death by the natives, 
who, to avoid being enflaved, fome years after 
alfo deftroyed the Portuguefe of Brazil. 

THE two rival nations, equally alarmed by 
thefe calamities, gave upall thoughts of Paraguay, 
and turned their avaricious views towards another 
place. The Spaniards accidentally returned there 
in 1526. 

SEBASTIAN CaBsotT, who in 1496 had made the 
difcovery of Newfoundland for the crown of Eng- 
land, finding that kingdom was too much taken 
up with domefttic affairs to think of making fettle- 
ments tn a new world, offered his fervices to Spain, 
where his reputation made him be fixed upon to 
conduét an important expedition. 

Tue Vi&ory, celebrated for being the firft fhip 
that ever failed round the world, the only one of 
Magellan’s tquadron that returned to Europe, had 
brought a great quantity of fpices from the Mo- 
luccas. “(he great profit that was made upon 
this fale, occafioned a fecond expedition, and the 
command was given to Cabot. In purfuing the 
track of the former voyage, he arrived at the 
mouth of the Plata. Whether he was in want of 
provifions neceffiary for a longer voyage, or whe- 

ther, 
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B i ther, which is more probable, his men began to 
be mutinous, he {topped there. He failed up the 
river, and built a fortrefs at the entrance of the 
river Riotercero, which comes down from the 

mountains of Tucuman. All the incidents that 

fucceeded this eftablifhmentr, are recorded with 
miraculous circumftances by the Spanifh hiftorians. 

To evince the falfhood of them, we fhall only 

relate them in their own ftyle and manner. 

Nuno de Lara was appointed to guard the firft 
bulwark, erected on the fortunate banks of the 
Paraguay, to afford the Spaniards the opportunity 
of making themfelves mafters of all the riches of 
a world deftined by heaven, for a people who of 
all Chriftendom were the moft diftinguifhed for 
their faith and attachment to religion. If the go- 
vernor had been fupplied only with as many: fol- 
diers as there were nations to fight or to expel, he 
would have depended upon the valour of the Spa- 
niards that had fo often fignalized itfelf, to infure 
the conqueft of Paraguay. But no more than a: 
hundred and twenty men had been given him to 
oppofe fuch innumerable people. He, therefore, 
thought it advifeable to fecure his fituation by an 
alliance with the Timbuez, a nation bordering on) 
his government. Mangora, their cacique, was’ 
delighted with the character of Nuno, and accept- 
ed propofals which were intended to honour and 
diftinguifh him from that multitude of favages 
who were deftined to be one day the flaves of that 
nation, which was the miftrefs of the new world. 

‘The 
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The Spaniard received him with kindnefs. ButBOOK 
let us admire the power of love, who not content Misoa 
with triumphing over gods and heroes, delights in 
fubduing the fiercenefs of barbarous nations. His 
quiver has furer and more deadly arrows than the 
polifoned darts of the Indian. 

THE cacique was inflamed with love at the fight 
of a lady, whofe name was Lucia Miranda, the 
wife of the invincible captain Sebaftian Hurtado. 
From that inftant the cacique became furious, and 
felt that it would be in vain for America to pre- 
tend to refift a nation, each of whofe foldiers de- 
{troyed whole armies, and each of whofe women 
could lay all their chiefs at her feet. He venrured 
to confefs his love to her who did not condefcend 
to take notice of it. But, in order to feduce by 
artifice a woman whom he defpaired of obtaining 
by violence, he laid a plan to work upon the am- 
bition of Hturtado. Hie invited him with Miran- 
da to come and receive the homage of his whole 
nation, giving him to underftand that a beauty 
deftined to triumph in both worlds, would for 
ever fecure an alliance to the Spaniards with fuch 
of the Timbuez as might {till doubt the fuperiori- 
ty of fo celebrated a people; and who would be 
convinced, when they fhould fee from what fource 
of heroifm the Europeans derived that courage 
which enabled them with fo much facility to be- 
come matters of the world: for terror had fpread 
the fame of the Spanifh arms, frem one tropic to 











the 
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B ie K the other, more effectually and with greater rapi- 
Ww dity, than even victory ittelf. 


H{urtTravbDo, who had been informed by his chafte 
wife, of the cacique’s fatal attacnment thought ie 
incumbent upon him, from motives of pity, to de- 
ceive a paffion which he could not exctinguifh 
without deftroying that unfortunate prince. He 
anfwered him, that no European itoldier would 
dare to quit his camp or his garrifon, without 
leave of the general or governor, nor could afk 
fuch a favour without diigrace, unlefs ıt were to 
fight and conquer. “The cacique, enlightened by 
love, who feems only to blind happy lovers, per- 
ceived clearly that the Spaniard trified with his 
paffion ; and as he found he could never be hap- 
py but by the death of his rival, he refolved to 
deftroy him. This could only be effected by 
treachery ; for it was impoffible that Hurtado fhould 
fear any but cowards. 

THE cacique was informed that Hurtado was 
gone out of the garrifon with fifty of his invin- 
cible foldiers to procure provifions by force of 
arms. ‘The garrifon was extremely weakened by 
the abfence of that captain. Mangora with expe- 
dition colleéted a body of four thoufand Indians 
well armed, and concealed them in a covered mo- 
raís near the citadel. Then marching tothe gates 
with thirty of his men loaded with provifions, he 
fent word to Lara, that having been informed that 
the Spaniards, whom he confidered as his friends, 
were in want of provifions, he had haftened to 

offer 
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a frefh fupply. The generofity of the general ——_-—#- 


could not poffibly be induced to fufpect any {nares 
of perfidy in the prefents and voluntary offers of 
an ally. Iara received the cacique with the fin- 
cereft teflimonies of gratitude, and treated him 
and his company with what foreign European pro- 
vifions he was able to add to the natural produce 
of the country. From this variety an entertain- 
ment was prepared ; and the Spaniards intoxicated 
fell into the arms of fleep, or rather into thofe of 
deftruction. | 

THE cacique had before apprized his efcort and 
the troops he had placed in ambufcade with his 
intent. Every circumftance had been previoufly 
arranged and concerted to carry the moft infamous 
treachery into execution. The Spaniards were 
{carce fallen afleep, whenthe light of the flames, 
by which the magazine was fet on fire, gave the 
ficnal to the Timbuez. to adyance, in order to 
fack the place. I he foldicrs who were appointed 
to guard it, and whom the tumult and light of 
the flames had juft rouzed from their feep, ran 
intoxicated as they were, to extinguifh it. During 
this confufion, the contrivers of the ftratagem 
opened the gates to their companions, and the 
whole troop, armed with poinards, fell upon the 
Spaniards, who could neither etcape the fire nor 
the fword. Jara, mortally wounded, was lefs fo- 
licitous to extract the arrow from his own fide 
than to plunge his {word into the heart of Man- 

Yor: MI. C gora. 
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gora. The cacique and he fell mangling each 
other; and they both expired together in a ftream 
of blood that lowed from the Spaniards and the 
Indians; blood that could not be mixed and con- 
founded but in their mutual deftruction. 

Four women and as many children with Miranda, 
the innocent and ill-fated caufe of fo tragical a fcene, 
were the only perfons left in the place. Thofe íor- 
rowful victims were carried to Siripa, the brother 
and fucceffor of the perfidious cacique. The love 
of the latter paffed into his brother’s heart, like a 
fire rekindled from his afhes. Like the fun him- 
felf, who fhines on the rich banks of Paraguay, 
Miranda could not fhew herfelf, without inflaming 
with love all who beheld her. But the paffion fhe 
infpired fometimes difplayed itfelf in the fury of 
defpair, and fometimes in the weaknefs of fub- 
miffion and intreaty. Siripa threw himfelf at her 
feet, and declared that fhe was not only free, but 
that fhe fhould reign over: the chief and the peo- 
ple, which her charms would have fubdued to 
Spain more effectually than the arms of a victori- 
ous nation. How can fhe yet, added he, remem- 
ber an unfortunate hufband, fallen no doubt under 
the arrows of the Indian confpirators ? 

Mirranpva, ftill more offended at the love of 
the new cacique, than fhe had been infenfible to 
that of his brother, anfwered him with the ftrongelt 
expreffions of contempt and infult, preferring 
death rather than a crown from the hand of a 
favage. Had fhe croffed the feas with her hutf- 

band, 























IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 19 


band, to forfake and betray him in a world where BOOK 
the European women ought to fet the example of ——._— 
virtue, as the men did that of bravery? But Si- 

ripa, having no conception of a conjugal fidelity, 

which appeared to him as extrordinary as the he- 

roifm of the Spaniards, thought that time would 
gradually weaken thofe fentiments in a fex not 
formed to fuftain a long refiftance; or that at 

leaft fo much pride could not be conquered buf 

by tendernefs. In vain did Miranda obftinately 

repulfe the attention of the cacique; he oppoied 
nothing: but kindnefs and refpecét to the conitancy 

of her denials. 

Hlurtapo, however, upon his return from his 
expedition, found nothing but a heap of afhes 
{tained with blood on the fpot where he had left 
a citadel. His eyes fought Miranda every where, 
without difcovering fo much as the fhadow or the 
foorfteps of that faithful wife. At length he heard 
that fhe was amongft the perfidious Indians, who 
in one night had perpetrated fo many crimes. No 
danger could deter him from endeavourmg to 
refcue Miranda from her ravifhers. His prefence 
kindled all the fury of jealoufy in the foul of the 
cacique. Hie immediately ordered that Spaniard, 
the fight of whom was odious to him for many 
reafons, to be put to death. Miranda prevailed 
pon this barbarian to relent, and obtained a repeal 
of the fentence pronounced againit her hufBand. 
She even obtained the permiffion of feeing him 
fometimes 5 but on condition that if they ventured 
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BOOK to give way to love, or to indulge in its tranf- 
VIII. s è 
w ports, the firt moment of their happineís fhould 
be the laft of their lives. A prohibition infinitely 
more cruel than that which the king of the infer- 
nal regions impofed upon the hapleís Orpheus! Is 
it pofible that a man fhould poffefs an amiable 
wife and not fee her? Is it poffible that he fhould 
fee her frequently, and never give way to conjugal 
endearments ? What could Siripa expeé¢t from the 
torment to which he had condemned this unhappy 
pair? Love is ftrengthened by voluntary {elf- 
denial and the reftraints itfelf impofes, but cannot 
brook compulfion. Prohibition tends only to ex- 
cite its defires, danger adds to its audacity, and 
even the fear of death urges it to partake of the 
joys of life. After having happily paffied feveral 
days in mutually comforting each other in their 
Mavery, and fhedding floods of tears which are 
conftantly excited, dried up, and renewed in the 
tender endearments of a virtuous and perfecuted 
love; this unfortunate pair ventured to wifh for 
one of thofe happy moments the poficfiion of 
which compenfates years of pain. After having 
feen each other feveral times, alternately promifing 
and denying themfelves every pleafure that love 
can impart; in hopes of meeting again at fome 
favourable opportunity, when they might freely 
renew the facred rights of marriage; ac length 
love, which neither chains, tyrants, nor death can 
retrain, claimed the tribute which virtue offers up 
to heaven in the embraces of conjugal fidelity. 
The 
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The barbarous Siripa one day furprifed Hurtado BOO 
in the arms of Miranda. They were condemned —,— 
to die, and dragged from the nuptial bed to the 

fiake, where they ended their lives by a lingering 

death, in view of each other, amidit the fighs of 
everlafting love. | 

Dvuriwe this tranfaction, Mofchera being now 
become the chief of the few Spantards that re- 
mained, embarked with his little company on 
board a veffel that lay at anchor. By this event, 
Paraguay was totally delivered from the nation 
that threatened its liberty. Ihis tranquillity was 
of fhort duration. Some more confiderable forces 
appeared on the river in 1535, and laid the foun- 
dation of Buenos Ayres. The new colony feon 
wanted provifions. AHH who attempted to procure 
them were murdered by the favages ; and it be- 
came neceffary to forbid any one, upon pain of 
death, from going beyond the limits of the new 
fettlement. 

A woman whom hunger had certainly infpired 
with refolution to brave the fear of death, eluded 
the vigilance of the guards who were potted round 
the colony, to preferve it from the dangers it was 
expofed to in confequence of the famine. Mal- 
donata, for fuch was the name of the fugitive, 
having wandered about for fome time in unknown 
and unfrequented roads, entered a cave to repofe 
herfelf. A lionefs, whom fhe met with there, 
filled her with extreme terror, whitch was foon 
changed into furprife, when fhe perceived this for- 
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B Cam midable animal approaching her with figns of fear, 
w and then careffing and licking her hands with 
mournful cries, rather calculated to excite com- 
pation than dread. Maldonata foon perceived 
that the lhonefs was with whelp, and that her 
groans. were the complaints of a dam who calls 
for help to get rid of her burden. Mlaldonata was 
infpired with courage, and affifted the efforts of 
nature in that painful moment, when fhe feems 
reluctantly to give life to all beings which they are 
ta enjoy for fo fhort a time. The lionefs being 
fately delivered, foon went out in queft of pro- 
vifion, which fhe brought and laid at the feet of 
her benefaétrefs. She daily fhared it with the 
little whelps, who, brought into life by her al- 
Giftance, and bred up with her, feemed by their 
playful and harmlefs bites to acknowledge an ob- 
ligation, which their dam repaid with the tendereft 
marks of attention. But when they grew bigger, 
and found themfelves impelled by natural inftinct: 
to feek their own prey, and fufficiently ittrong to 
feize and devour it, the family difperfed in the 
woods; and the lionefs, who was no longer call- 
ed to the cave by maternal tendernefs, difappeared 
likewife to roam about the foreft, which her 
hunger daily depopulated. 

MALDONATA, alone and without fuftenance, 
was forced to quit a cavern which was an object 
of terrar to fo many living creatures, but which 
her pity had made a place of fafety for her. She 
now felt with forrow the want of a fociety, that 

had 
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had been of fuch fignal fervice to her: fhe did not E OO K 
wander for any confiderable time, before fhe fell —~—~ 
into the hands of the favages. She had been fed 
by a lionets, and was made a flave by men. She 
was foon after retaken by the Spaniards, who 
brought her back to Buenos Ayres. The com- 
mandant, more favage than the hons or the wild 
Indians, did not think her fuficiently punifhed 
for her flight by all the dangers and miferies fhe 
had endured: he had the cruelty to order her to 
be tied to a tree in the middle of a wood, and 
there left to flarvwe, or be devoured by wuld 
beafts. 

Two days after, fome foldiers went to fee what 
was become of the unhappy vitin. Y hey found 
her alive, furrounded with hungry tygers, whoa 
were eager to devour her, but were kept ata 
diftance by a Hionefs who lay at her feet with her 
whelps. This fight ftruck the folditers motionle{s 
with pity and terror. When the honefs faw them, 
fhe withdrew from the tree, as tf to make room 
for them to unbind her benefaé¢trefs: but when 
they took her away, the anima! followed flowly 
at fome diftance, endeavouring to confirm, by her 
carefles and tender complaints, the wonders of 
gratitude which the woman was relating to her de- 
liverers. The lhionefs with her whelps for fome 
time followed her footfteps, fhewing all the fame 
marks of regret and affliction, that a difconfolate 
family exprefs when they attend a beloved father 
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B eom or fon, who is going to embark for America, 
w — from whence he may never return. 


THE commandant was intormed of the whole 
adventure by his foldiers; and this example of 
gratitude in an animal fo ferocious, awakened in 
him thofe feelings, which his favage heart had 
undoubtedly loft in croffing the feas, and he fuf- 
fered a woman to live, who had been fo vilibly 
protected by heaven. 

Durine this interval, the Indians, who con- 
tinued to furround the Spanifh colony with an in- 
tent to {tarve it, confined it more and more within 
its intrenchments. To return to Europe feemed 
to be the only means left to prevent the great 
diftrefs that was coming on; but the Spaniards 
were prepofieffed with the notion that the inland 
country was full of mines, and this belief made 
them perfevere. They abandoned Buenos Ayres, 
and founded the iland of Affumption, three 
hundred leagues up the country, but ftill on the 
banks of the fame river. By this change, they 
evidently removed further from the affiftance of 
the mother country, but they imagined it brought 
them nearer the fource of riches; and their avi_ 
dity was ftill greater than their forefight. 

Tue wild inhabitants of a country nearer the 
tropic, were lefs courageous than thofe of Buenos 
Ayres, or more eafily civilized. Far from mo- 
lefting the Spaniards, they fupplied them with 
provifions. This behaviour induced the Spaniards 
to think that there was a poffbility of fecuring 

their 
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their friendfhip, if they could be prevailed uponBOOK 
to embrace chriftianity ; and it was imagined that ———— 
the moft effeétual method of accomplifhing this, 

was to infpire them with a great idea of that re- 

licion. For this purpofe a proceffion was con- 

trived for feftival days, in which, after the cuftom 

of the mother country, all the colonifts were to 

appear with their fhoulders bare, and the inftru- 

ments of flagellation in their hands. The Indians 

were invited to this horrid fcene, not unlike that 

which. was difplayed by the fanaticifm of the 
Corybantes, and more fit toinfpire an abhorrence 
for chriftianity than to recommend it. They came 
to the number of eight thoufand men, armed with 
their bows and arrows, which they conftantly took 
with them, to behold this barbarous folemnity, 
and fully refolved to maffacre thefe ftrangers, fince 
a religion that required them to fhed their own 
blood, muft certainly make them favage and 
cruel]. 

THE moment that the cataftrophe was drawing 
near, Irala was informed by an [Indian fervant of 
fo unexpected a plot. That Spanifh general gave 
out that the Topiges, enemies to the whole coun- 
try, were advancing to attack the place. He com- 
manded all his troops to take up arms, and called 
the Indian chiefs together, to deliberate on the 
€eommon danger that threatened their nation as 
well as his own. Ass foon as thefe men were in the 
power of the Spaniards, Irala put them to death, 
and threatened the Indians who had attended them 
| with 
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with the fame fate. “Thefe unhappy men fell on 
their knees, implored mercy, and only obtain- 
ed it on fwearing eternal and unlimited obedience, 
for themfelves and their whole nation. ‘The re- 
conciliation was ratified by the marriage of fome 
Indian women with Spaniards, a ceremany far 
more pleafing to heaven and earth, than that pro- 
ceflion of flagellants that would have been con- 
cluded by a maffacre. From the union of two 
fuch different nations, iprang the race of the 
Meftees, now dio common in South America. 
Thus itis the fate of the Spaniards, in all parts 
ef the world, to be a mixed race. "That of the 
Moors, {till hows in their veins in Europe, and that 
of the favages, in America. Perhaps, this mix- 
ture may be of advantage, if it be a faét that 
men, as well as animals, are improved by crofflingg 
the breed. It were indeed to be wifhed that the 
various races of mankind were loft in one, that 
there might be an end of thole national antipathies, 
which only ferve to perpetuate the calamities of 
war and all the feveral paffions that deftroy the hu- 
man fpecies. But difcord feems to arife of itfelf be- 
tween brothers, can it theretore be expected that all 
mankind fhould become one family, the children 
of which, fprung as it were from the fame com- 
30n parent, fhould no longer thirft after each 
other’s blood ? For is not this fatal thirft excited 

and kept up by that of gold? 
Ir was this fhameful paffion, this favage avi- 
aity, which induced the Spaniards to keep {ftill 
further 
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further from the fea, and nearer the mountains;BOOK 
; ; VIII. 

nor did they become wifer or more humane, by —— 
the danger they had expofed themfelves to in ad- 
vancing fo far into the country, of being all de- 
{troyed by che tavages. They feemed, by the 
cruelties they exercifed upon the Indians, to pu- 

nifh them for their own obftinacy in fearching for 

gold where there was none. Several fhips which 

were bringing them troops and ammunition, were 

loft, with all they had on board, by venturing too 

far up the river; but even this circumftance could 

not prevent them from obftinately perfifting in 

their avaritious views, though they had been dif- 
appointed in them : till they were compelled by 
repeated orders from the mother country to re- 
e{ftablifh Buenos Ayres. This necefflary under- 
taking was now become eafy. The Spaniards, 

who had multiplied in Paraguay, were ftrong 
enough to reftrain or deftroy the nations that 
might oppofe them. Accordingly, as it had been 
expeéted, they mec with little difficulty. Juan 

Ortiz de Zarate executed it in 1580, and rebuilt 
Buenos Ayres upon the fame fpor, which had been 
forfaken for forty years. The petty nations that 

lived in the neighbourhood, fubmiutted to the 
yoke, or fled to diftant parts to enjoy their free- 

dom. 


As foon as the colony had gained fome degree Prefent fi- 
z . r tuati 
of ítrength, it began to flourifh; and in procefs the Oan. 
of time four great. provinces were formed, the arais or aii 
~ n * => fi 
Tucuman, Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Paraguay 


proper, 
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B or aa proper, and Rio de la Plata. “Throughout this 

— ————y im menfe tract, there are but twelve towns, fcat- 

tered in different parts, which in Europe would 

be reckoned only {mall market towns. I hey con- 

fitt of a few houfes or huts, irregularly difpofed, 

and parted by little woods or groves, fo that every 

houfe looks hke a fingle plantation. Some ímall 

villages of conquered Indians are to be feen all 

round the country. The reft of it 1s entirely a 

wildernefs, or inhabited by independent favages. 

Their rage againft thofe who have forced them to 

fly to inacceffible mountains is inconceivable. T hey 

are continually fallying out from thefe retreats, ex- 

cited by the hopes of dettroying fome of their ty- 

rants. Fhefe inroads prevent all communication 
between the Spanifh fettlements. 

Even the capital of the colony labours under 

fome inconveniencies that are totally deftructive 

of trade. Buenos Ayres has indeed fome advan- 

tages. The fituation is healthy and pleafant, and 

the air temperate. The country prefents an agree- 

able appearance, and would be fertile, if proper 

care were taken to cultivate it. The Buildings, 

which forty. years ago were all compofed of earth, 

are more folid and commodious, fiance the natives 

have learned the art of making brick and lime. 

The population amounts to 16,000 fouls, and the 

white people may be about a quarter’ of the 

number. One fide of the town is defended by a 

fortrefs, witha garrifon of a thoufand men: and 

the reft is furrounded by the river. Thefe pre- 

a cautions 
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I roper. but inadequate toB OOF 
cautions are extremely proper, q t oo 


the end propolted. Be 
Tue town ftands feventy leagues from the fea. 


Large fhips cannot come up to it, and the {malleít 
veffels run great rifquesin failing up a river that 
wants depth, is full of iflands, fhoals and rocks, 
and where ftorms are more frequent and more 
dreadful than on the ocean. It is neceflary to an- 
chor every night on the fpot they come to; and 
en the moft moderate days, a pilot muft. go 
before in a boat to found the way for the fhip. 
‘There is {fome danger even in the harbour, 
which is within three leagues of the town. 
Though the precaution is taken to caft all the 
anchors from the fhips, and to fecure their 
cables with itrong iron chains, they are in danger 
of being funk by a furious wind, which comes 
from the frontiers of Chili, and, as it meets with 
nothing to check its progrefs over a plain of three 
hundred leagues, grows {till more impetuous as 
it enters the channel of the river. 

Ir the Spaniards had not formed moft of .their 
American fettlements by chance, they would have 
fixed uponthe port of Infenada, or that of Ba- 
ragon, atthe entrance of the river Plata, to the 
weft, or that of Maldonado, that lies on the fame 
line to the eat. The frequent accidents that have 
happened on the river, and other political reafons, 
have at length convinced the court of Madrid of 
the improper fituation of Buenos Ayres, and in 
2726, they built a citadel forty leagues lower, at 
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Monte Video, fianked with four baftions, and de- 
fended by a numerous artillery, and a garrifon of 
two hundred men. They afterwards found that 
this harbour was only fit for {mall veffels, and 
therefore removed to Maldonado, where the for- 
tifications, as well as thofe of Buenos Ayres and 
Monte Video, were built by the Guaranis, who 
were never rewarded for this labour. Its natural 
fituation renders it one of the fineft harbours in 
the world. It is large enough to contain the moft 
numerous fleet; and the entrance which is ex- 
tremely narrow, is very eafily defended. “The air 
is excellent, thére is plenty of wood, and the foul 
is very fertile. When once the natives, who area 
refolute, warlike and robuf{t people, are fubdued, 
and when the families which are gradually remov- 
ed thither from the Canary iflands, have improved 
the lands, the fettlement will have acquired the 
higheft degree of perfection. The fhips that are 
failing from Europe to the South feas, will find 
there a fafe harbour, and all the refrefhments they 
may-want. In time it will become the natural 
ftaple for the trade of Paraguay; and may {till be 
improved, when the Spaniards fhall have adopted 
better principles of government. At prefent it 13 
not very confiderable. 








Tue richeft produce that is peculiar to that 
continent, is the herb of Paraguay. It is thé 
leaf of a middle-fized tree. The tafte is fimular 
to that of mallows, and in fhape refembles an 
orange tree. It is divided into three claffes. The 
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firft, called caacuys, is the bud when it juft begins BOO EK 
to unfold its leaves. It is far fuperior to the other ————~ 
two, but will not keep fo long, and it is therefore 
dificult to export it to any diftance. The next, 

which is called caamini, is the full grown leaf 
{tripped of its ftalks. If thefe are left on, it is 

called caaguazu, which is the third fort. The 

leaves are firft roafted, and then kept in pits digged 

in the ground, and covered with bulls hides. 

THE mountains of Maracayu, at the eaft fide 
of Paraguay, furnifh the herb chat is moft 
efteemed. The tree does not- grow on the tops 
of the hills, but in the marfhy vallies that Ne 
between them. The city of Affumption, which 
is called the capital of Paraguay, though in fact 
it is a very inconfiderable place, firit brought this 
valuable plant, which had always been the delight 
of the favages, into repute in diftant countries. 
The exportation of it at firft procured confider- 
able riches to the town. But this advantage was 
not of long continuance, for all the Indians of that 
diftriét were loft in the long voyage they were ob- 
liged to take. The whole country became a de- 
fert for forty leagues round the city, and the in- 
habitants were obliged to give up this trade which 
was the only fource of their wealth. 

THE new Villa Rica, a fettlement formed near 
Maracayu, engrofied this branch of trade, but 
was foon obliged to fhare it with the Guaranis, 
who at firt gathered the herb only for their own 
ufe, but foon began to iell it. “This employment, 

addeu 
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BOOK added to the neceffity of undertaking a voyage 
VIII. A ‘ 2 
— Which, including the return, comprehended four. 
hundred leagues, kept the Guaranis abfent from 
their habitations for a confiderable part of the 
year. During this interval, as they were deprived 
of inftruction, they grew indifferent to religion, 
and unconneéted with the colony. Many of them 
perifhed by change of air and fatigue. Some 
grew weary of this laborious employment, and re- 
tired into the woods, where they refumed their 
former way of life. Befides, the villages having 
no mento defend them, lay expofed to the in- 
roads of the enemy. To obviate thefe inconvent- 
ences, the miffionaries procured feeds from Mara- 
cayu, and fowed them in thofe parts of the land 
that were moft analagous to the foil of the moun- 
tains. The trees which have fprung from them 
have greatly multiplied, and have not degenerated 
at leaft in any fenfible degree. 

Tue produce of thefe plantations, added to that 
which grows fpontaneoufly, is very confiderable. 
Some is confumed in Paraguay, and Chili and 
Peru purchafe annually to the amount of 100,000 
arrobes, which, at the rate of 23 livres 12 fous, 
6 deniers(4); make an article of Sees of 

25,352,500 livres(c¢). 

‘Tuts herb, which the Spaniards of South A me- 
rica recommend as a prefervative again{ft moft dif- 
eafes, is in general ufe throughout this part.of the 
new world. Tt is dried and reduced almoft to 

powder, 
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powder, then put into a cup with fugar, lemon- 
juice, and fweer-fcented pafte;, boiling water is 
afterwards poured upon it, and it is drunk off di- 
rectly before it has time to turn black. 

Tue herb of Paraguay is of no coniequence to 
Europe ; but that country is valuable on other ac- 
counts, and in particular forthe hides it fends 
over. When the Spaniards forfook Buenos Ayres 
In 1538, they left in the neighbouring fields fome 
horned cattle, which they had brought over from 
their own country. They multiplied to fuch a de- 
gree in thofe paftures, that when the town was re- 
eftablifhed, they were totally neglected. The me- 
thod was afterwards adopted of knocking them 
on the head, merely for the fake of their hides. 
The manner in which this is done deierves to be 
mentioned. 

A NUMBER of hunt{men on horfeback repair to 
{uch places as are moltly frequented by the wild 
bulls. Each huntfman purfues the bull he fixes 
upon, and hamftrings him witha fharp iron cut in 
the fhape of a crefcent, and faftened to a long 
handle. When the animal is overcome, the 
huntfman attacks others and difables them in the 
fame manner. After fome days {pent in this vi- 
olent exercife, the huntfmen return in fearch of 
the bulls they have difabled, which they flay, car- 
ry away the hides, and fometimes the tongues and 
the fat: the reft they leave to be devoured by the 
vultures and other birds of prey. 
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Tar price of hides was fo low at firft, that they 
were fcarce worth one livre fix fous(d) a-piece, 


—~ though the buyers refufed a great many becaufe 


they were not of the proper fize, but the value of 
them has increafed fince the number of bulls has 
diminifhed. This decreafe is not fo much to be 
attributed to the huntfmen as to the wild dogs. 
Thefe deftructive animals make fuch ravage among 
them, that the colony is in danger of lofing this 
lucrative branch of trade. The government of 
Buenos Ayres has endeavoured to prevent this 
misfortune, by ordering part of the garrifon out 
to deftroy thefe dogs that are become fo fierce. 
The foldiers, at their return from this neceflary 
expedition, were treated with fo much infult and 
contempt, that they could not be prevailed upon 
to go out again upon an excurfion that expofed 
them to the ridicule of their own countrymen. 

Tar deficiency in the article of hides, will be 
compenfated by tobacco, which is begun to be cul- 
tivated in Paraguay with fuccefs. A confiderable 
quantity is fent over every years; as likewife vicuna 
wool, which comes from the mountains, and me- 
tals; all which productions are foreign to the 
colony. 

THe firft Spaniards who came to Paraguay, 
made no doubt buta country that lay fo near Peru 
muít contain great riches. They aéted in cor- 
fequence of this perfuafion, which was kept up 
for a whole century by fome very trifling incidents. 

‘They 
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They found themfelves at length under a neceffity 
of giving up this chimerical idea; but after it had 
long been difbelieved, it was again revived to ferve 
fome private purpofe. It is now generally known 
that Paraguay has no gold or filver but what comes 
from Chili and Porofi. Some of it circulates in 
the colony ; a much greater quantity is imuggled 
into the Portuguefe fettlements ; and about five 
millions(e) are fhipped off every year from Buenos 
Ayres for the mother country. 

Tuer account we have given of the natural ftate, 
the conftitution, and the riches of Paraguay, does 
not feem calculated to infpire any high idea of this 
colony. The attention that has conftantly been 
paid to it has been owing to an eftablifhment form- 
ed in its center, which, after having long been a 
fubjeét of difpute, has at length met with che ap- 
probation of the wifeft men. The opinion we are 
to entertain of it, feems finally to be determined by 
philofophy, before which ignorance, prejudice, 
and faction fhould difappear, as fhades vanifh be- 
fore the light. 

Tue Jefuits intrufted with the miffions of Peru, 
being informed how the Incas governed their em- 
pire and made their conquefts, adopted their plan 
an the execution of a confiderable projeét they had 
formed. The defcendents of Manco Capac, march- 
ed to their frontiers with powerful armies, com- 
pofed of foldiers who at leaft knew how to obey, 
to fight, and to intrench themfclves; and who, 

D 2 tO- 
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Boo K together with better offenfive weapons than thofe 

VIII. of the favages, had alfo fhields and defenfive 
=~ weapons, which their enemies had not. They 
propofed to the nation which they wanted to unite 
to their government, to embrace their religion, 
laws, and manners, to quit their forefts and to 
live in fociety. They frequently met with oppo- 
fition. Moft of thofe people perfifted for a long 
time in defence of their prejudices and their li- 
berty. The Incas then had recourfe to patience, 
and fent frefh deputies, who again endeavoured to 
perfuade them. Sometimes thofe deputies were 
murdered ; at other times the favages fell upon 
the army of the Incas. But the latter fought with 
great courage, were always fuccefsful, and fuf- 
pended the fight the inftant they had gained the 
victory. If they took any prifoners, they treated 
them fo kindly, that they willingly ftubmitted to 
the yoke of thefe humane conquerors, and en- 
deavoured at their return’ to infpire their nation 
with the fame favourable opinion of them. A 
Peruvian army feldom begun the atrack, and the 
Inca has often been known to forbear hoftilities, 
even after he had experienced the perfidy of the 


barbarians, and feveral of his foldiers had been 
murdered. 























Tue Jefuits, who had no army, confined them- 
{íclves to the arts of perfuafion. They went into 
the forefts to look for the favages, and prevailed 
upon them to renounce their old cuftoms and pre- 
Judices, to enrbrace a religion which they did not 


under- 
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underftand, and to enjoy the fweets of fociety, toR oo K 


which they were before ftrangers. 


VIII. 


Tse Incas had another advantage over the Je- ~~ 


fuits, which was, the nature of their religion, cal- 
culated to firike the fenfes. It its a more eafy mat- 
ter to perfuade men to worfhip the fun which they 
fee, than to adore an invifible God, and to believe 
doctrines and myfteries which they cannot com- 
prehend. Accordingly the Jefuits have had the 
Prudence to civilize the favages in fome meafure, 
before they attempted to convert them. “They 
did not pretend to make them chriftians, tll they 
had made them men. As toon as they had got 
them together, they began to procure them every 
advantage they had promifed them, and induced 
them to embrace chriftianity, when, by making 
them happy, they nad contributed to render them 
tractable. 

Trey imitated the example of the Incas in the 
divifion of the lands into three fhares; for re- 
ligious purpofes, for the public, and for indivi- 
duals; they encouraged working for orphans, old 
people and ftoldiers ; they rewarded great actions 5 
they infpected or cenfured the morals of the peo- 
ple ; they practifed acts of benevolence; they eí- 
tablifhed feftivals, and intermixed them with la- 
borious employments; they appointed military ex- 
ercifes, kept up a fpirit of fubordination, invented 
prefervatives again{t idlenefs, and infpired them 
with refpect for religion and the laws; they alfo re- 








> 


ferved to themfelves the political and religious au- 
D 3 thority : 
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Boo K thority: in a word, whatever was valuable in the 


VIII. 


legifiation of the Incas, was adopted, or even 


—v-— improved upon at Paraguay. 


Tue Incas and the fefuits have alike eftablifhed 
fuch a regularity and order, as prevents the com- 
miffion of crimes, and removes the neceffity of 
punifhment. There is hardly fuch a thing asa 
delinquent in Paraguay. The morals of the peo- 
ple are good, and are maintained in this ftate of 
purity by {till milder methods than are made ufe 
of in Peru. The laws were fevere in that em- 
pire ; they are not fo amongft the Guaranis. Pu- 
nifhments are not dreaded there, and men fear 
nothing but the reproach of their own confcience. 

AFTER the example of the Incas, the Jefuits 
have ef{tablifhed the theocratical government, with 
an additional advantage peculiar to the chriftian 
religion, on which their government is founded: 
this is the practice of confeffion, which is of in- 
finite utility, while thofe who introduced it fhall 
not make an improper ufe of it. This alone an- 
{wers the end of penal laws, and maintgins a pu- 
rity of manners. In Paraguay, religion, which 
by means of opinion exerts its authority in a more 
powerful manner than compulfion can, brings the 
guilty perfon to the feet of the magiftrate. There, 
far from palliating his crime, remorfe makes him 
rather aggravate it; and inftead of endeavouring 
to elude his punifhmenr, he implores it on his 
knees. The more public and fevere it is, the more 
doth it contribute to quiet the confcience of the 

criminal. 
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criminal. By thefe means, punifhment, whichinBoo kK 
all other places is the terror of the guilty, is here VIII. 
confidered as a fource of confolation to them, as it "~~ 
{tiles the pangs of remorfe by the expiation of 

the guilt. The people of Paraguay have no civil 
laws, becaufe they know of no property; nor have 
they any criminal ones, becaufe every one is his 
own accufer, and voluntarily fubmits to punifh- 
ment: their only laws are the precepts of relt- 
gion. Theocracy would be the moft excellent of 
all governments, if it were poffible to preferve it 
in its purity: but to effect this, it would be ne- 
ceflary that it fhould always be under the direction 
of virtuous men, deeply imprefied with the real 
principles on which it is founded; it would be ne- 
ceffary that religion fhould teach nothing but the 
duties of fociety ; that it fhould confider nothing 
as a crime but what violates the natural rights of 
mankind; that its precepts fhould not fubftitute 
prayers in heu of labour, vain ceremonies inftead 
of works of charity, or imaginary fcruples to juft 
remorfe. 

Bur it can hardly be expected that Jefuits born 
in Spain or Italy fhould not have tranfmitted to 
Paraguay the monaftic notions and practices of 
Rome or Madrid. However, if they have in- 
troduced fome abufes, it muft be confeffed it has 
been with fuch peculiar advantages, that, perhaps, 
it is impoffible to do fo much good to men any 
where elfe, with fo little injury. 
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THERE are more arts and conveniences in the 
republics of the Jefuits than there had been even 


—~ in Cufco itfelf, without more luxury. The ufe of 


coin is unknown there. The watchmaker, weaver, 
lock{mith and taylor all depofit their works in 
public warehoufes. They are tupplied with every 
necefiary of life; as the hufbandman has laboured 
for them. The Jefuits, affifted by magiftrates who 
are chofen by the people, attend to the feveral 
wants of the whole community. 

THERE is no diftinétion of ftations ; and it is 
the only fociety on earth where men enjoy that 
equality which is the fecond of all bleffings ; for 
liberty is undoubtedly the frít. 

Tae Incas and the Jeiuits have both infpired 
men with a reverence for religion, by the dazzling 
pomp of external ceremonies. Nothing could be 
compared to the magnificence and fplendour of 
the temples of the fun, and the churches in Pa- 
raguay are equal to the moft elegant in Europe. 
The Jefuits have made their worfhip pleafing, 
without rendering: it an indecent farce. “The In- 
dians are invited to refort to church by mutfic that 
awakens their fenfibility, by affeéting hymns, by 
lively paintings, and by the pomp of ceremonies; 
fo that pleafure is here blended with the exercifes 
of piety. It is here that religion is amiable, and 
that the people fir{ft love it in its minifters. Næ- 
thing can equal the purity of manners, the mild 
and tender zeal, and the paternal kindnefs of the 
Jefuits of Paraguay. Every paftor is truly the 

father, 
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father, as he is the guide of his parifhioners. Hits Boo K 
authority is not felt, becaufe he commands, for- VIII. 
bids, and punifhes nothing, but what is command- ~ — 
ed, forbidden, and punifhed by the religion they 
all reverence and love, equally with himfelf. 

Ir fhould feem that men muft have multiplied 
confiderably under a government where none are 
idle, or fatigued with labour; where the food is 
equal in wholefomenefs, plenty, and quality for 
all the citizens; where every one is conveniently 
lodged and well clothed , where the aged, and the 
fick, the widows and orphans, are affifted ina 
manner unknown in all other parts of the world ; 
where every one marries from choice and not 
from intereft, and where a number of children is 
confidered as a bleffing, and can never be burden- 
fome; where debauch, the necefflary confequence 
of idlenefs, which equally corrupts the opulent 
and the poor, never haftens the period of natural 
infirmities, or tends to abridge the term of human 
life , where nothing ferves to excite artificial pafi- 
Ons, or contradié€ts thofe that are regulated by na- 
ture and reafon ; where the people enjoy the ad- 
vantages of trade, and are not expofed to the con- 
tagion of vice and luxury; where plentiful ma- 
gazines, and a friendly intercourfe between na- 
tions united in the bonds of the fame religion, are 
a fecurity againft any fcarcity that might happen 
from the inconftancy or inclemency ef the feaions ; 
where public juftice has never been reduced to the 
cruel neceffity of condemning a fingle malefactor 

to 
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Boo Kto death, to difgrace, or to any punifhment of a 

VIII. long duration, where the very names of a tax or 
—v—— a law fuit, thofe two terrible fcourges which every 
where elfe afii& mankind, are unknown; fucha 
country muft naturally be expected to be the moft 
populous in the world; and ‘yet it is far from 
being fo. 

Tuis empire, which began in the year 1610, 
extends from the river Parana, which runs into the 
Paragua under the 27th degree of fouth latitude, 
to the Uragua that falls into the fame river to- 
wards the 34th degree. On the banks of thofe 
two great rivers, which defcend from the moun- 
tains near Brazil, in the fertile plains that lie be- 
tween them, the Jefuits had already, in 1676, fet- 
tled twenty-two villages; though no account has 
been given of their degree of population. In 
3702, there were twenty-nine, confifting in all of 
22,761 families, which amounted to 89,491 fouls. 
The habitations and inhabitants have increafed 
fince, and the whole may now comprehend 
200,000. 

‘THESE religious legiflators have long been fuf- 
pected of concealing the number of their fubjeéts 
with a view of defrauding Spain of the tribute 
they had fubmitted to pay; and the court of Ma- 
drid has difcovered fome anxiety on that account. 
An exact inquiry has difpelled thofe injurious and 
iJl-grounded fufpicions. Can it with any proba- 
bility be fuppofed, that a fociety ever jealous of 
its honour, fhould for a mean and low intereft, 

facrifice 
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43 
facrifice a fenfe of greatnefs, adequate to the ma-BOOoO K 
jefty of an eftablifhment they were forming with vIII. 
ío much care and pains ? ee 

Tuose who were too well acquainted with the 
genius of the fociety, to charge it with fuch in- 
jurious and illibéral accufations, have pretended 
that the number of the Guaranis did not increafe, 
becaufe they perifhed by working in the mines. 

This accufation, urged above a hundred years 

aco, has been propagated by the fame fipirit of 
avarice, envy and malignity, that firft invented 
it. The greater pains the Spanifh miuniftry have 
employed in fearch of thefe hidden treafures, the 
more they have been convinced that they were all 
chimerical. If the Jefuits had difcovered any 
mines, they certainly would have taken care to 
conceal the difcovery, which if known would have 
introduced every kind of vice; and thus their em- 
pire would foon have been fubverted, and their 
power totally deftroyed. 

OTHERS are of opinion that the oppreffion of 
monkifh government muit have checked the po- 
pulation of the Guaranis. But this is hardly re- 
concileable with that implicit confidence, and that 
extraordinary degree of attachment the Guaranis 
are faid to have for the miffionaries who govern 
them. Oppreffion confifts inimpofing labour and 
exacting tribute by compulfion ; in arbitrary levies 
of men or money to fupply armies and fleets, 
deftined for deftruction ; in the violent execution 
of laws made without the confent of the people, 
















and 
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Book and contrary to the remonftrances of the ma- 
VIII. giftrates ; in the violation of public, and the eí- 
vw" tablifhment of private privilege; in the incon- 
fiftency of the principles of an authority, which 
under pretence of being founded by divine will on 
the right of the fword, lays clairh to every thing 
by the one, and commands every thing by the 
other; which makes ufe of force to eftablifh re- 
ligion, and of religion to influence the decifions of 
juftice: this is oppreffion. But it can never ex- 
iit, where every action 1s the refult of voluntary 
fubmiffion, and proceeds from inclination founded 
on conviction, and where nothing is done buet 
from choice, and full approbation. ‘This is that 
gentle {way of opinion, the only one, perhaps, 
that it is lawful for one man to exercife over 
another, becaufe it makes thofe people happy who 
fubmit to it. Such undoubtedly is that of the 
Jefuits in Paraguay, fince whole nations have vo- 
luntarily incorporated themfelves into their. go- 
vernment, and none have ever thrown cff the 
yoke. It cannot be pretended that fifty Jefuirs 
have been able to compel two hundred thoufand 
Indians to be their flaves, who had it in their pow- 
er either to maffacre their priefts, or to take re- 
fuge in the deferts. This ftrange paradox would 
never be admitted by men of the moft farguine 

or moft credulous difpofition. 

SOME have-fuipected that the Jefuits had pro- 
pagated that love of celibacy amongft their peo- 
ple, which was to prevalent in Europe in the dark 

ames 
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ages of ignorance, and is not yet entirely eradi-B OOK 
cated, notwithftanding it has conftantly been urged vIII. 
how contrary it is to nature, reafon and fociety. ~~”. 
But this opinion is entirely without foundation. 

The miffionaries have never even given any idea 

to their converts of a fuperftition which was to- 

tally improper and inconfiftent with the climate 5 

and would have been fufficient'to prejudice them 

againit their beft inftitutions, or to defeat the de- 

fion of them. 

Politicians have furthe: endeavoured to account 
for the want of population among the Guaranis, 
from their having no property. The idea under 
which we confider property, namely as a fource of 
the increafe both of men and fubfilttence, is an un- 
queftionable truth; but fuch is the fate of the beft 
inftitutions, that our political errors will often en- 
danger them. Under the law of property, when 
it is attended with avarice, ambition, luxury, a 
multitude of imaginary wants, and various other 
irregularities aring from the imperfections of our 
governments; the bounds of our  pofieffions, 
either too confined, or too extended, prevent at 
the fame time both the fertility of our lands and 
the increafe of our fpecies. Thefe inconveniences 
exift not in Paraguay. All are fure of fubfiftence ; 
confequently all enjoy the great advantages of 
property, though deprived in a ftrict fenfe of the 
right to it. This privation cannot jufily be con- 
fidered as the reafon that has impeded the progrefs 

of 
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BOOK of population among them; but it muft be im- 


puted to other caufes. 


wa  Fıirsr, the Portuguefe of St. Paul, in 1631; 


deftroyed twelve or thirteen Communities 1n the 
province of Guayra, the neareft to Brazil. ‘The 
greateft part of the 97,000 Indians who lived 
there, perifhed by the {word, or in flavery, or 
with hunger in the forefts. Only 12,000 efcaped, 
who fied for fafety to other parts further diftant 
from the Portuguefe. 

Tris deftruétion, the effeéts of which it would 
have required a number of ages to repair, has 
been fucceeded by gradual and continual loffes. 
The favage nations that hovered about the habi- 
tations of the Guaranis, to carry off their pro- 
vifions, inhumanly maffacred all thofe who op- 
pofed them. 

THEseE calamities have been followed by another 
far more dreadful. The Europeans brought the 
{mall-pox amongft the Guaranis, and that diftem- 
per is more fatal in Paraguay than any other coun- 
try in the world. It deftroys thoufands ina very 
fhort time, and fcarce any recover of ir. It isa 
matter of aftonifhment that the Jefuits, who could 
not be ignorant of the falutary effects inoculation 
had been attended with on the banks of the 
Amazon, fhould perfift in neglecting fo fafe and 
eafy a method of faving the lives of their converts. 
It can fcarce be fuppofed that legiflators fo en- 
lightened could be prejudiced by the ridiculous 
objections of {fome ignorant divines, againft a 
practice 
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practice fo univerfally authorifed by its great BQOK 
fuccefs. VIII. 

Besipez thefe caufes of depopulation, the Gua- w~ 
ranis are expofed to others arifing from the nature 
of their climate, which occafions contagious dil- 
tempers, efpecially on the banks of the Parana, 
where thick and conftanr fogs, under a fultry fky, 
render the air damp and unwholefome. “Phe Gua- 
ranis are the lefs able to refift the malignancy of 
thefe vapours, as they feed very plentfully, though 
they live in a hot country. They eat their fruit 
green, and their meat almoft raw; this occafions 
a bad digeftion, vicious humours, and diforders 
which they tranfmit to their pofterity. The maís 
of blood being thus corrupted by the ufe of im- 
proper food and the influence of a noxious air, 
cannot poffibly produce a numerous and long-lived 
offspring. 

Tue Chiquitos, though their ficuation is further 
advanced into the torrid zone, are much ftronger 
than the Guaranis, who live nearer the tropic and 
beyond it. Under the name of Chiquitos are in- 
cluded many {mall nations, difperfed in a tract of 
country that extends from the 14th to the 21ft de- 
gree of fouth latitude. It is hot, hilly and fruit- 
ful; and interfeéted on the weft fide by three ri- 
vers, which all meet and take the name of Ma- 
dera; and this at laft falls into the great river of 
the Amazons. 

Tue firt conguercrs of Peru were acquainted 
with the Chiquitos, but could nor fubdue them; 

and 
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Roo K and their fucceffors have in vain attempted it. In 
VIII. 1692, the Jefuits formed the project of executing 
A what could never be effected by force. This alarm- 
ed the Spaniards of Santa Cruz de la Sierra, who 
derived confiderable advantages from the excur- 
fions they made into thofe countries, in order to 
carry off faves, whom they fold at a very high 
price, to be ernployed in the mines of Potrofi, and 
other works. They knew that the muffionaries, 
who, either from motives of religion or ambition, 
had very different views and maxims, would never 
fuffer their converts to be opprefied, and that they 
would be able to prevent it. Their labours were 
obftructed by artifice, by violence, by calumny, 
and by all the means that favage rapacioufnefs could 
invent ; but their conftancy got the better of all 
oppofition, and the plan was completed on the 
principles upon which it was originally formed. 
In the year 1726, there were fix large com- 
munities among the Chiquitos, at a pretty con- 
faiderable diftance from each other, and parted by 
immenfe forefts. The population exceeded 40,000 
fouls. Their number has continually increafed, 
and was almioft double in 1746, when the new 
republic fubmitted to the dominion of Spain, on 
the fame terms as the Guaranis had done before, 
whofe example they clofely followed. 

Bors thefe ftates have raifed an infurmounftfable 
barrier between them and the Spaniards. Both 
have eftablifhed a community of goods. ‘Trade 
is here carried on by the whole commonwealth. 

Their 
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Their manufaciures and their agriculture are the B 
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fame. Sugar, tobacco, cotton, fruits, the na- —— ~~ 


tural corn of the country, as well as the various 
forts that grow in Europe, are cultivated in all 
parts of the country. Mott of our animals have 
multiplied there, and the cows and horfes have 
hot degenerated. The only difference between 


the two nations is, that the Chiquitos are ftronger, ° 


more temperate, more affiduous, more aétive, and 
more laborious than the Guaranis. In all thefe 
refpects they equally furpafs the Mojes. 

‘Tue Mojes live in the 12th degree of fouth la- 
titude. To the eait, their country is parted from 
Peru by the Cordeleras. To the fouth, it is not 
far from Paraguay. To the north and weft are 
unknown lands. Abour the year 1670, a Spanith 
Jefuit, named Baraza, a man of great fenfibility, 
{pirit, and refolution, was touched with compaffion 
for thefe poor favages, who lived without agricul- 
ture, without religion, and without morals. He 
prevailed upon thefe mento quit their wandering 
way of life, and to fettle in the country, and he 
governed them by the laws of the Guaranis. His 
labours and thofe of his fucceffors had colleéted 
320,000 fouls at the beginning of this century. We 
have no accounts of the progrefs of this eftablifh—- 
ment; but if we may judge by the length of time, 
and the pains that have been taken, we muft fup- 
pofe it to be very confiderable. 








Tue Jefuits were inceflantly labcuring to unite 
thefe three commonwealths, by civilizing the. roving 
Vor. ill. E, nations 
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nations that are difperfed throughout the inter- 


— v mediate deferts; but their {cheme, the execution 





of which was doubtful, or at leaft very remote, 
was not confiftent with the fordid views of the 
Spanifh adventurers. “Thofe barbarous wufurpers 
of the new world, had been zealous in the caufe 
of religion, as long as it furnifhed a pretence to 
{hed blood for the purpofe of obtaining gold ; but 
they no longer attended to tt, when it was defigned 
only to humanize the favages, in order to make 
them happy. Thole deftroyers confidered the 
Americans who had efcaped their fury, only as fo 
many inftruments to affift their interefted views. 
After they had deprived them of their poffeffions, 
they reduced them to a ítate of flavery, and con-. 
demned them to work in the mines. But the je- 
fuits found means to defeat their infatiable avarice, 
and obtained from the government the freedom 
of all thofe Indians, whom they could prevail up- 
on to quit the forefts and caverns they were ufed 
to retire to, and to live in fociety. Thete legií- 
lators foon found that this precaution was not a 
fufficient fecurity to their republic, and imagined 
that to give ita firm eftablifhment it was further 
necefflary that the conquerors fhould be excluded 
from interfering with them under any pretence 
whatfoever. They forefaw that if they were ad- 
mitted as traders, or even as mere travellers, they 
would affume a haughty and fupercilious behav:- 
our, would excite commotioms, and occafion dif- 
fentions in thofe peaceable retreats, and that their 
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example would introduce vice and every ipecies ofS o O m 
corruption. Thefe dangerous men were the more —~-——~ 
offended at the precautions taken to prevent their 
defigns, as thofe meafures were approved by the 
wife. In the height of their fury and reientment, 
they fpread every where the moft odious imputati- 
ons againft the fociety, which upon the Nichceit 
grounds were admitted as facts. 

Tur miffionaries traded for the nation. They 
fent the labours of their artificers, and the herb of 
Paraguay, to Buenos-Ayres, and received money 
in exchange, out of which they frlt took up the 
tribute of five livres, 5 fous(f), which every man 
above cighteen and under fifty years of age paid 
to the King. The remainder was employed in the 
purchafe of fuch European goods as were wanted 
for the colony. This was the ground of the chief ` 
accufations that were brought againít the Jefuits. 
They were univerfally traduced as a fociety of mer- 
chants, who, under the veil of religion, attended 
only totheir own fordid intereft. 

Ir muft be confeffed at leaft, that the founders 


of the farft inftircutions in Paraguay did not deferve 
this ceniure. The deferts through which they tra- 


velled, afforded neither gold nor mercantile com- 
modities. In thefe they only met with forefts, fer- 
pents, and morafies ; fometimes they perifhed, or 
were expofed to the moft fevere torments, and al- 
ways to exceffive fatigue. The hard{bips they en- 
dured with fo much patience, and the pains they 
| E 2 took 
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valet K took to get to the favages, and induce them to. 
w quit their roving life, are far beyond what men ot 
common abilities could have effected. “They never 
entertained the idea of appropriating to themfelves 
the produce of a land, which their care only pre- 
vented from being a habitation of wild beatts. 
Their fucceffors may poffibly have been actuated 
by lefs laudable and difinterefted motives; -but if 
they have been of fo mean a difpofiticn as to feek 
to increafe their riches where they ought to have 
only fought the glory of God and the good of 
mankind ; if they have acquired lands and amafied 
treafures in America, in order to become of con- 
fequence in Europe, and to increafe more generally 
their influence in the world ; it is an ambition that 
has never affeéted the felicity of their converts. 
They have always enjoyed an uninterrupted tran- 
quillity, and lived fo happily that they had no 
reafon to regret the want of property, which they 
had no notion of, nor of thote fuperfluities of hfe 
which they did not want. 

But thofe who have not accufed the Tefuits of 
Paraguay of avarice, have cenfured their inftituti- 
ons as being the effeét of blind fuperftition. If 
our idea of fuperftition be the true one, it retards 
the progrefs of population ; it devotes to ufelefs 
ceremonies the time that fhould be employed in 
the labours of fociety; it deprives the laborious 
man of his property, to enrich the indolent and 
dangerous reclufe; it promotes difcord and per- 
fecution for things of little moment ; it gives the 
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duties of fociety : in a word, it makes the peopite 
miferable, and arms the wicked againft the vir- 
tuous. But nothing of this nature ts to be found 
in Paraguay ; and if the happy inftitutions of thele 
chriftians, who are unknown to the reft of the 
world, are the effect of fuperftition, this is the 
only inftance in which it ever was beneficial to 
mankind. 





Potitricrans, who are ever reftlefs, becaufe 
they are ambitious, and who are apprehenfive of 
every thing becaufe their defires are unbounded, 
fufpected with fome greater reafon, that the re- 
publics formed by the Jefuits might one-day afpire 
to abfolute independence, and poffi:bly attempt 
to overthrow the power under whofe protection 
they had been raifed. Fhofe men who were fo 
humane, fo perfeétly united amongst themfelves, 
and fo afGdtious in their labours, were alfo the beft 
foldiers in America. They were welt difctphned, 
and obeyed from a principle of region. They 
fought with'the fame zeal that brought the chrifli- 
an martyrs to the fcaffold, and the tame enthufi- 
afm that overthrew fo many empires by the arms 
of the followers of Wodin and Mohammed. They 
were ftill in that full vigour which arifes from un- 
eorrupted manners and laws; whereas the Spa- 
niards in America, enervated by that indolence 
which is the confequence of victory and cruelty, 
were no longer what they had been at the time of 

E 3 their 























-2 


53 


gnal for revolt in the name of God ; it frees its 7 O © r 
} ] : + 7. mS 
minifters from obedience to the laws, and from the -—,—— » 
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al e S conquefts. The apprehenfions therefore that 
daa eaii were entertained were not entirely imaginary or 
without foundation. 

In thofe governments which preceded the efta- 
blifhment of chriftianity, and in moft of them that 
did not admit it, civil and religious authority have 
always been united, as derived from the fame 
fource and tending ta the fame end; or the one 
has been fo fubfervient to the other, that the peo- 
ple could not venture ro feparate them in idea, and 
were equally kept in awe by both. The wifeft law- 
givers have always been convinced that religion, as 
it prepared the minds of the people to obedience, 
muft fecure them in the continuance of it. But 
in Europe, where chriftianity rofe on the ruins of 
a barbarous religion and a great empire ; a rival- 
fhip was immediately fet up between thole two 
powers; a military and a religious rivalfhip which 
were both at the fame time contending for domi- 
nion over the perfons and properties of men. 
When the barbarous nations of the north made 
incurfions upon the territories of the Roman em- 
pire, the chriftians, perfecuted by the heathen 
emperors, implored the affiftance of thefe foreign 
enemies, againft the government that opprefied 
them. ‘They preached to chefe conquerors a new 
fyftem of religion, which enjoined to them as a 
duty to extirpate the e{tablifhed one ; and they des 
manded the ruins of the temples to ferve as ma- 
terials for the building of churches. ‘The favages 
freely difpofed of what was not their property ; 
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they facrificed to chriftianitry all its enemies and B ce 
their own; they feized upon the perfons of men —,— 
and upon their lands, and diftributed fome of them 
to the church. “Fhey demanded tribute, but ex- 
emptea the clergy from ir, becaufe they counte- 
nanced their ufurpations. Noblemen became priefts, 
and priefts obtained the rank of nobility. The 
great connected the privileges of their birth with 
that of the priefthood which they embraced. The 
bifhops imprinted the feal of religion on the lands 
they poffefled. From this mixture and confufion 
ef birth with high ftations, of titles with eftates, 
and of perfons with things, iprang up a power, 
monttrous from its origin, and which in procets. of 
time became enormous; a power, which, from 
the firft endeavoured to eftabhfh irfelf as diftindct 
from the only true and legal authority, which is 
that of government; a power, which afterwards 
attempted even to raile itfelf above government, 
but having been unfuccelsful in the attempt, has 
Gnce fubmitted to feparate itielf from it, and to 
exert its authority in fecret over thole who were 
willing to acknowledge it. T hefe two powers arc 
fo different and inconfiltent with each other, thart 
they conftantly difturb the harmony of {ftates and 
empires. 

Tue Jefuits of Paraguay, who were well ac- 
quainted with this fource of divifion, have been 
warned by the mifchief their fociery has fometimes 
done in Europe, and have exerted themfelves to 
promote the real happineis of America. They 
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B ee have united both powers into one, making every 

HH thing fubordinate to religion; which gave them 
the entire difpofal cf the ‘thous, affections and 
faculties of their converts. The queftion is, whe- 
ther they did it for their own advantage, or for 
that of their fubjects. 

Tur readinefs which thefe miffionaries, on their 
being banifhed by the court of Madrid, unexpect- 
edly fhewed to evacuate an empire which they 
could fo eafilv have defended, has juftified them, 
in the opinion of a great part of the public, from 
the imputation of ambition which their enemies 
have laid to their charge, and ipread throughout 
all Europe, But philofophy, which is fuperior to 
vulgar prejudices, will fufpend its judgment of 
thefe Jegifiacors, till the conduct of the inhabitants 
of Paraguay affords a proof either in their favour 
or againft them. Jf thofe nations fubmit to Spain, 
which has neither the right to oppofe them, nor 
forces to enable her to do it, It will be faid that 
the Jefuits had taken more pains to teach men 
obedience, than to give them juft ideas of natural 
equity, which thofe favages were already acquaint- 
ed with in fome degree; and that in availing them- 
felves of their ignorance to bend them to fubmiffi- 
on, though they may have made them more happy 
than ie were before, yet they have referved to 
themfelves the power of rendering them one day 
or another the inftruments of their own arbitrary 
will. But if thefe people, armed and difciplined 
as they are, fhould repulfe the barbarous opprefiors 
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of their country; if they fhould avenge thofe im- B SS = 
menfe regions of all the blood that Spain has red iosa 
philofophers will then fay the Jefuits have laboured 
for the happinefs of mankind with the difintereft- 
ed fpirit of virtue; that they have ruled over the 
inhabitants of Paraguay only toinftruct them ; that 
while they gave them a religion, they left them 
the fundamental notions of juftice, which are the 
firt precepts of true religion ; and that they have 
chiefy impreféd on their minds that principle 
which is the bafis of every lawful and permanent 
fociety ; that it is a crime for men collected to- 
cether, to confent to a form of government, 
which, by abridging them of the liberty of dif- 
pofing of their own fate, may one day make it 
their dury to commit crimes. Thus the tranquil- 
liry of Spanifh America depends upon the opinions 
eftablifhed in Paraguay. 
INDEPENDENT of this danger, which may be Invafions 
confidered as a domeftic concern, Spanifh Ame- oe venien 


> Spanifh A- 
rica always ftands expofed to foreign invafions, ef- meee eg 
2 7 expoted. 
pecially from the South Sea. It was long thought Methods 


. - of Irevente- 
to be fecure on that fide, confidering the diftance, al them. 


the hazards of navigation, and how lictle thofe 
feas were known. The Dutch, who did not think 
this coaft of America fo inacceffible, fent a fma}ll 
fquadron thither in 1643, which eafily took Bal- 
divia, the chief port of Chili, and the key to thofe 
peaceful feas. They already poffefied in imagi- 
nation the treafures of thofe rich provinces, till 
their expectations were difippointed by the ap- 

pearance 
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B 2E pearance of famine and difeafe. T'he death of. 

— —— their chief increafed their anxiety, and the troops 
that were fent againft them from Peru threw them 
into total defpair. The idea of the diltance they 
were at from their native country, deprived them 
of all their courage, and the fear of falling into 
the hands of a nation whofe hatred they had fo 
often experienced, determined them to re-imbark. 
If their perfeverance had been greater, they would 
probably have preferved their conquefts till the 
arrival of the fuccours that would have been fent 
from the Zuyder- zee, when their firt fuccefs came 
to be known. | 

Sucu was the opinion of thofe Frenchmen, who, 
in 1698 united their riches and efforts in. forming 
a fettlement in the ftreights of Magellan, and on 
that part of the coaít of Chili which had been neg- 
lected by the Spaniards. This {cheme was ap- 
proved by Lewis XIV, who gave it the fanctiron 
of public authority. The conneétions which were 
foon after accidentally formed between this prince 
and the conquerors of America, prevented the ex- 
ecution of a project, which was more extenfive 
than it appeared to be. 

Tue Englifh had not waited for the example 
fet them by Holland and France, to turn their at- 
tention to the South Sea. They were invited by 
the mines as early as the year 1624, but the weak- 
nefs of the prince who then reigned, proved the 
ruin of a confiderable affociation formed for this 
erat purpofe. Charles II. refumed this impor- 
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tant project, and fent Sir John Narborough to re-B9OOK 
i . ; VIII. 

connoitre thofe latitudes that were fo little known, 

and to endeavour to open fome communication 
with the nations of Chili. That monarch was fo 
impatient to know the fuccefs of the expedition, 
that when he was informed of the return of his 
admiral to the downs, he got into his barge, and 
went to meet him at Gravefend. Though this 
firít attempt had been of no advantage, the mi- 
niftry were not difcouraged. They formed the 
South Sea company in 1710, who found it more 
convenient, or perhaps more humane, to fecure 
to themfelves by trade the riches of the countries 
granted to them, than to make conquefts. They 
were acquiring riches with little difficulty, when 
a fatal war changed the nature of things. A iqua- 
dron, under the command of Anfon, was fent in- 
{ftead of the fhips of thofe rapacious merchants who 
frequented thefe feas. Jc is probable he would 
have executed the whole of his commiffion, had 
he not been prevented by the misfortunes that be- 
fel his fquadron, which, from ill-concerted mea- 
fures at firt, was under a neceffity of doubling 
Cape Horn at an improper and dangerous feafon. 
Since the year 1764, England is peaceably en- 
Geavouring to form a fettlement in the South Seas. 
The Englifh admirals have already difcovered fe- 
veral populous iflands. Time will fhew what ufe 
they may be of, and how far they may be fervice- 
able in hattening fome revolution. 
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eee AMBITION cannot be fatished with fuch flow ad- 
Ve vances. Butif the generous and lawful defire of 
delivering half the continent of America from the 
Spanifh yoke, and an emulation to fhare its riches 
by trade and induftry ; if {fuch exalted views 
fhould be joined to thofe motives of intereft which 
occafion contefts and kindle war among, nations, it 
would be no difficult matter, by purfuing the plan 
laid down by Anfon, to deprive Spain at once of 
all her American poficffions beyond the fouthern 
tropic. Twelve men of war, fent from Europe 
with three or four thoufand troops, might fecurely 
make this attempt. They would immediately 
procure refrefhments at the Brazils, at Rio Janeiro, 
at St. Catherine’s, and at all the Portuguefe fertle- 
ments, which are nearly interefted in humbling 
the Spaniards. If thefe {hips fhould afterwards 
ftand in need of fome repairs, they might be done 
with fafety upon the defert and uninhabitable coaft 
of Patagonia, at Port Defire or at St. Julian. 
They would doublé. Cape Horn in December and 
January, feafons of the year when thofe feas are 
as little expofed to ftorms as any others. If they 
fhould chance to feparate, they would meet again 
at the defert ifland of Socoro, and then attack 
Baldivia with their united force. 

‘THis place is lefs formidable than it appears. 
The fortifications indeed are confiderable, but they 
are out of repair. There are a hundred pieces of 
cannon, but few have carriages fit for ufe. They 


are never provided with {tores or ammunition to 
{tand 
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ftand a fiege. If an attentive adminiftration, aBOO® 
thing unknown in that country, fhould remedy ——_—~ 


chefs diforders, it would Rill make but little refift- 
ance. <A garrifon confifting of officers and foldiers 
rendered infamous by their crimes, and by the ba- 
nifhment to which they are condemned, would al- 
ways be deficient in that fpirit of honour, experi- 
ence and abilities neceflary to make a vigorous de- 
fence. The conquerors would find a fafe harbour, 
excellent timber, hemp, corn, and all the conve- 
niences they could with after a long paflage. The 
troops, who would foon recover in fo heaithy and 
plentiful a country, would attack the reft of Chili 
with great advantage. | 

Tars kingdom, which was formerly defended 
by two thoufand men, has now only five hundred 
troops, half ef which are cavalry, and the other 
half infantry. All the Spaniards, indeed, capable 
of bearing arms, and formed into companies, are 
obliged to join the army; but what refiftance could 
thefe enervated and inexperienced citizens make 
again{ft well-difciplined troops, inured to all the fa- 
tigues of war ? Yet this is not the only circumttance. 
The Araucos and their friends would no fooner 
hear of this revolution, but they would take the 
field without being called upon. Their cruelty is 
fo well known, that the Spaniards would exert all 
their efforts againft thefe barbarians, and would 
relinquifh all thoughts of oppoGing the enterprifes 
cf the Europeans. 
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Tur coaft of Peru would make ftill lefs reiRt[- 


Vs amce. Callao, the only fortified place, has only a 


garrifon of fix hundred men. The reduétion of 
this port would open the way to Lima, which is 
no more than two leagues off, and incapable of 
making any defence. The fuccours that mighc 
be fent from the inland parts, where there are no 
foldiers, would not fave the place; and the ene- 
mies fquadron would intercept any that might 
come from Panama by fea. Panama itfelf, which 
is furrounded only by a wall, without a ditch or 
any outworks, would foon be obliged to furrender: 
the garrifon, continually weakened by detachments 
it muft fend to defend Darien, Chagre and Porto- 
Bello, would be unable to repulfe a vigorous at- 
tack. 

Ir muft be confefied, indeed, that the enemy, 
though mafter of the fea-coaft, would not on that 
account be in pofieffion of all Peru. There is 
certainly a very effential difference between the 
taking of two inconfiderable places and the con- 
queít of fo vaft an empire. If we confider, how- 
ever, the bad difpofitions of the Indians, the dif- 
content of the Creoles, their Noth, their want of 
experience, and their ignorance of the art of wars 
a great revolution may not be fo improbable as it 
appears to be at the firft view. The nation that 
fhould attack the Spaniards, would have little lefs 
advantage aver them, than they themfelves had 
over the Americans when they firft difcovered 
them. But if the Jefuits, aétuated by that fpiric 
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of ambition they are accufed of, and that refent-B OO 
ment which religion itfelf cannot have extinguifh- ———— 
ed in their hearts, fhould join with the enemies of 
their perfecutors, and introduce them to a people 
who muft ftill retain an affection for them; how 
eafily might they not engage all the inhabitants of 
Paraguay to revolt, and ftir up a war of all Ame- 
rica again{ft Spain! What a triumph for that fo- 
ciety, for thofe men who are faid to be fo artful, 
and fo zealous in all their fecret intrigues, if they 
could in their turn expel from America that na- 
tion, which has driven them out of all its domi- 
nions t 

Bur admitting that the fuccefs of the conqueror 
fhould be confined to the taking of Callao and 
Panama, Spain would even then be deprived of 
all the treafures of the South feas. To regain this 
advantage, the Spaniards would be obliged to 
make confiderable armaments; which mutfit {fail 
without being intercepted, and muft go round 
cape Horn, or through the ftreights of Magellan. 
They muft then, without having a harbour where 
their fhips might be refitted and take in refrefh- 
ments, engage with a fquadron that had been fup- 
plied with every neceffary from the ifthmus of 
Panama: and if they fhould gain the victory, they 
muít aftewards be ftrong enough to befiege and 
make themfelves. matters of two places that would 
be well defended. “Thelle are difficulties not ea- 


Gly furrmounred. 








BUT, 





HISTORY OF SET ILEMEN EIS AND TRADE 
Bur, without executing this pian in its full ex- 
the navigation of the South iras might tid 
be intercepted: this may be effected if only two 
{trong men of war can get thither undifcovered. 
By cruifing to the north and fouth of Laima, where 
all the trade of the country is united as in one 
common center, no veffel can arrive or come out 
from thence without being oblerved. “The fhips 
which, on account of the winds and currents, 
muit always keep in the fame line, muit necefia- 
rily come under the enemy’s fails. When mer- 
chants, warned by the confiderable lofics they have 
fuftained in trade, abitain from fending any more 
fhips, there is, indeed, an end of captures; but 
if the officers, more firmly attached to their coun- 
try than to their own private intereít, fhould not- 
withftanding this ftill remain in their ftation, Spain 
will equally be deprived of all its advantages. 
ALL thefe misfortunes, which may not be far 
off, confidering the boldnefs of navigators, and 
the late difcoveries made by the Eneglifh in the 
South Seas, can only be prevented by a {trong 
fquadron conftantly ftationed there. The Spani- 
ards, who are in need of fuch a fupport, have all 
the materials in their power neceflary to procure 
it: thefe are to be found in the South fea, and are 
adapted to the climate. It muft be granted chat 
the crews, compofed in a great meature of Indians 
or negroes. will never be equal to the European 
failors; but if they are carefully exercifed, ac- 


cuftomed to bear the fatigues of the fea, to fire, 
to 
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to work the fhip, and well trained to difcipline, 
they will be able to encounter men who are fpent 
with the fatigues of a long navigation, a hot cli- 
mate, ficknefs, and bad provifions, and who have 
mo place where they can procure refrefhnients, in 
thofe remote latitudes. We may even venture to 
affirm, that if the Spaniards could once gain the 
affection of the Indians, and reconcile them to 
their dominion, and if they could train them up 
to navigation with fuch a naval force as we have 
been mentioning for the South fea, no nation on 
earth would dare to fhew its flag in thofe latı- 
tudes. 

Bur even fuppofing this is not to be expected, 
it would fill be neceffary to have a fquadron al- 
ways in readinefs, and keep it conftantly in mo- 
tion, though it fhould only be required againift the 
enemy in time of war. This fquadron at its lei- 
fure might be ufefully employed in procuring 
along the coaft provifions which are loft for wanc 
of opportunities and means of exporting them. 
This would probably awaken the colonifts out of 
that lethargy into which they have been funk for 
thefe two centuries. As foon as they were afiured 
that they could convey therr produce to Panama 
without any charges, and from thence down the 
Chagre at a moderate expence, to be fhipped off 
for Europe; they would chearfully follow thofe 
labours of which they would be certain to reap 
the benefit. Their fpirit of emulation might in 
time increafe fo much as to induce the miniftry to 

Vor. Hi- | have 
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BOOK have a canal cut, five leagues in length, which 

Me would complete the communication between the 
two oceans, that is already fo far advanced by a 
navigable river. The government would confe- 
quently fhare with the people the advantages that 
would arife from the execution of this {fcheme 3; un- 
lefs the Spaniards think it their intereft to keep the 
ifthmus of Panama fhut up, as the Caliphs of old, 
who would not open the ifthmus of Suez. The 
general welfare of nations and the inrereft of com- 
merce, ftrongly urge the neceffity of making thefe 
two openings, to facilitate a {peedy intercourfe be- 
tween the feveral nations. The arbitrary power of 
eaftern princes, and the indolence of the Spa- 
niards, oppofe the freedom of trade, and rejeét 
that fpirit of focial equality, with which they are 
unacquainted. They chufe rather to reduce the 
people of one part of the globe that abounds in 
riches, to famine, and let thofe of the other perifh 
in want and flavery, than to fhare the earth and 
its treafures with all its inhabitants. But per- 
haps, the court of Madrid apprehends that if this 
communication were Gpened, Peru and Chili mighe 
be invaded by the northern fea: this is a point that 
muft now be inquired into. 

Tue Spanifh poffeffions on the northern fea, ex- 
tend from the gulph of Mexico to the Oroonoko. 
In that immenfe tracét of country, there are anh 
infinite number of places where it is impoffible to 
land, and many more where landing would anfwer 
no purpofe. All the pofts that have hitherto been 

confidered 





IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 67 


confidered as important, fuch as Vera-Cruz, Chagre, ai ee =~ 


Porto-Bello and Carthagena, are fortified, and 
fome of them with ftrength. 

EXPERIENCE however has fhewn that none of 
thefe places were impregnable: and it is well 
known that there are feveral nations capable of 
making themfelves mafters of any particular one 
that may appear moft advantageous to them. 
There may alfo perhaps be found a power rich 
enough, and furnifthed with a fufficient number of 
men and fhips to feize upon thern all fucceffively 5 
and what appears to be a matter of much greater 
difficulty, capable of preferving them. The con- 
fequence of fuch a ftep would be, that the nature 
of the air in thofe fertile countries, which are moit 
of them fituated between the tropics, would de- 
{troy a valit number of the conquerors themfelves. 
The climate, whichis always dangerous to the Eu- 
ropeans, fatal even for fix months in the year, and 
peftilential to all foreigners accuftomed to teni- 
perate weather, to an eafy life, and to plenty, 
would preve their deftruction. It appears from 
the moft moderate computations, that three tenths 
of the French who go over to the American iflands, 
and four tenths of the Englifh, are victims to the 
climate ; whereas the Spaniards lofe but one tenth 
on the continent, which is much more unwhole- 
fome. 

THuovucu fome expedient fhould be found out to 
lefien the malignity of the climate, yet the con- 


queror would unavoidably be confined within the 
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B — forts he had taken, and muft never expect to fhare 
Ww the produce of the mines, that are at an immenfe 
diftance from the fea. Is it poffible to conceive in 
what manner men, even of the greateft refolution, 
and moft fertile in expedients, would penetrate 
into an uncultivated country without any poffibility 
of procuring fubfiftence ? Can we imagine that 
with infantry alone they would be able to act 
again{ft a numerous and impetuous Cavalry ; or to 
advance through tremendous precipices, in a coun- 
try where there never was but one road, and that 
avery bad one, which would certainly be broken 
up; or to force their way through defiles, which 
five hundred men of little or no courage might 
defend againft an army of twenty thoufand. 

Surprosinc, however, that all thefe miraculous 
effeéts could take place, is it probable, that the 
Spaniards of America will fubmit to any foreign 
yoke whatever? Zealoufly devoted as they are 
from inclination, lazinefs, ignorance, cuftom, and 
pride, to theirown civil and religious government, 

they will never accuftom themfelves to any fy{tem 
of foreign laws. Their prejudices will excite them 
to take up arms, and enable them to repel their 
conqueror, as the Portuguefe, thrown into a re- 
mote corner of the earth, formerly drove the 
Dutch out of Brazil, when they had almoft entire- 
ly fubdued it. 

Tue only way, therefore, remaining to fecure 
the conquett of this country, would be to deftroy 
all the Europeans who are fett!zd there: for fuch 
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is the unhappy fate of conquerors, that after they Ë” D0 ™ 
have made themfelves mafters of a country, they — — 
muft deftroy its inhabitants. But befides that it 

would be odious and unjuit to imagine that any 
civilized nation could be guilty of that extreme 

degree of cruelty, which has rendered the Spa- 

niards the objeét of general deteftation to all fuc- 

ceeding ‘ages; an expedient of this kind would 

further be as abfurd in a political view, as it is hor- 

rid in a moral one. Every nation would be forced, 

in order to derive any advantages from its new 
poffeffions, to facrifice its own population, activity, 

and induftry, and confequently its whole power. 

It is generally known even to the moft unenlight- 

ened nations, that from the earlieít ages, every 
{tate that has made the working of mines an ob- 
ject of its attention, has miferably perifhed, or 
languifhed in poverty and flavery. 

SoME maritime power might however be fo in- 
fatuated by a fpirit of enthufiafm, as to endeavour 
to engrofs to itfelf thofe advantages it now fhares 
with its rivals. The prejudices of fuch a people 
might induce them to think that the produce of 
the mines might be increafed to double the prefene 
value, and agriculture improved infinitely beyond. 
what it is at thistime: they might imagine that 
artificers would quit the countries in which they are 
unemployed, in order to incorporate with the na- 
tion that would fupply America with food and 
clothing ; that thofe fhips which carried the fruits 
of their induftry to the utmoft parts of the earth, 
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BOOK would now decay in the harbours, where the want 
ee el of labour would put an end to navigation; that 
every branch of trade would neccffarily fall en- 
tirely to the fhare of that power that would be the 
fole difpenfer of riches; and that the-whole world 
would in fome degree be fubjecét to a nation that 
had invaded all its treafures. 

Turs flattering delufion would certainly occafion 
the deitruction of any nation that fhould act in 
conformity to it; but it would involve Spain in 
long and ruinous wars, which it is both her in- 
tereft and eafy for her to prevent. “The fitting out 
of a fquadron would be the only neceffary ftep for 
this purpofe, and this might be done in the ifland 
of Cuba. The fituation of her docks at the Hja- 
vannah is attended with this confiderable aavan- 
tage, that the coafts which are moft frequented by 
her fhips, are moftly fituated under the torrid zone. 
The woods of Europe being too foft ta refift the 
exceflive heat of that climate, confequently dry 
up; while thofe of the country, grown up and 
hardened in the fcorching rays of the fun, require 
little care to preferve them for feveral ages. 

Bur, to confine the vie of this navy to the de- 
fence af the Spanifh coaft, would be detrimental 
in itfelf, and productive of fteveral other evils. It 
might be ufefully employed in reviving the inter- 
courfe between the national colonies, which was 
formerly interrupted by the privateers, and has 
been inconfiderable ever fince. It fhould prevent 
illicit trade, and the difputes it occafions. If 
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fhould fecure the navigation, which 1s more pre- B ee K 


carious than ever, fince the Englifh were put in ——,—~ 
poflefion of Florida by the treaty of 1763. 

SomE men of reftlefs difpofitions, who often 
apprehend danger where it is not, and do noteven 
fufpeét it where it is evident to all, have fuggefted 
that the navigation of Spain might be intercepted 
at the entrance of the channelof Bahama. The 
harbour of St. Auguftine is only fit for fhips of a 
moderate fize, and befides, there are fo many ra- 
pid currents in thefe latitudes, fo many reefs and 
fhoals, and fuch frequent ftorms, that it is im- 
poffible for the moft expert failors to cruife there. 
It would be a greater misfortune to Spain, if 
Great Britain fhould find a harbour fit to admit a 
feet on the coafts of Florida in the gulph of Mex- 
ico, which at prefent are fo littl known. This 
may pofibly never happen; but as the court cf 
Madrid cannot determine this with certainty, fhe 
ought to endeavour to guard againft fuch an event 
by being provided with a good fquadron. 

THis would anfwer another purpofe which is 
equally important. The Englifh colonies in North 
America are continually increafing to a degree that 
excites univerlal aftonifhment. They may conti- 
nue under the dominion of the mother country, or 
perhaps they may fhake off the yoke. Whatever 
may be the event, their wants will augment with 
their population. This is already become io con- 
fiderable, that the old markets are not fuMiciente 
for the exportation of their commodities ; nor the 

F 4 ufual 
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BOOK ufual returns adequate to their confumption. This 
VIII. : — 
Wi deficiency muft have been the original caufe of that 


great commotion, that has lately broke out in fo 
violent a manner. Great Britain does not yet ap- 
pear to have traced the true caufe of thefe dif- 
turbances, that have occafioned fuch alarms; but 
fhe will in time difcover it. The Englifh will be 
fenfible that the only expedient to reftore tran- 
guillity to their poffeffions abroad, is to render 
their trade more extenfive. MNeceffity, as well as 
ambition, will make them conquerors in America, 
and it is moft probable the ftorm will firt break 
over Mexico. Nothing but the naval force of 
Spain can prevent or avert the impending re- 
volution. 

Tue rendezvous for thefe forces would be very 
ill chofen at the Havannah, San Domingo, Vera- 
Cruz, Porto-Bello, or Carthagena, all unhealthy 
places, and laying to leeward ; but it fhould be at 
Bayahonda, between St. Martha and Maracaybo. 
That fituation, though but littl known, unites 
every advantage that can be defired; an excellent 
harbour eafy of accefs, and capable with little 
difficulty of being made impregnable; great plenty 
of timber ; a very wholefome air ; and a foil equally 
fit for agriculture and Breeding of cattle. The 
{favages who inhabit this country, and who fifh for 
pearls at Cape Vela, would either remove, or cone 
tinue their ufual employments, if they were treat- 
ed with humanity. From this fhelter, the Spanifh 
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fhips would keep their enemy’s fettlements in awe, B SA ae 
and protect their own. el 

Ir is true, however, that when once the {hips 

had failed in thofe feas that are to the leeward, 
chey would find fome difficulty in returning. ‘The 
winds blowing regularly from the feveral points be- 
tween fouth-eaft and north-eaft, and the currents 
always fecting to weitward, muft certainly make 
their paflage very tedious. But this inconvenience 
ought not to make fuch a project be given up, the 
neceflity of which every thing tends to demon- . 
{trate. A further advantage would be obtained by 
it, if this naval force could occafionally proceed 
to the South Seas; but fo ufeful a fcheme is from 
the nature of things rendered impracticable. Be- 
fore the fquadron could fail towards the line, it 
would be obliged to proceed as high as the latitude 
of the ftiaights of Gibralter, a circumfltance that 
would expofe it to the fame inconveniences as f{fail- 
ing from Europe. All that could be done, would 
be to fend over able failors by land, in order to 
man the fhips that fhould be ftationed for the pro- 
tection of the coafts of Peru. 

THe plan of defence we have here laid down 
as proper for Spain to purfue, is liable to great 
difficulties. “That monarchy may not, perhaps, be 
able to raite the neceffary fupplies for forming a 
navy, though fhe may be convinced of its necef- 
fity ; or, perhaps, may not be able to fettle the 
funds requifite for its fupport. She may not, pof- 
fibly, repofe fo much confidence in her agents in 
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the new world, as to intruft them with fo impor- 


C— a tant a concern. Thefe objećtions, which we could 


Caufes of 
the decay 
ef Spain. 


not pafs over, appear, indeed, to be unantwerable, 


in the prefent ftate of weaknefs, floth, ignorance, 


and dejeétion of that power, which was once fo 
formidable. But a prudent, vigorous, and f{peedy 
reformation, affifted by the care and authority of 
government, which would excite the attention of 
the people to fuch a plan, induce them to make 
attempts, and animate them to exert their efforts, 
would foon remove a variety of objections, which 
a fpirit of timidity magnifies, increafes, and tends 
to perpetuate. 

ABUSES of a lone continuance, and perfons 
who are materially interefted in fupporting them, 
will prove impediments to every plan of public 
advantage for the colonies. But thefe will foon 
be obviated, if they are firft vigoroufly attacked 
in the mother country. 

Att the political writers who have attempted 
to trace the caufes of thofe evils under which Spain 
has fo long been opprefled, have conftantly urged, 
that the Spaniards finding themfelves mafters of 
the treafures of America, had voluntarily neglect- 
ed their manufactures and agriculture. Such an 
idea can never have been entertained by any peo- 
ple. Nations are not generally guided by reafon 5 
they are direéted or hurried on by the train of 
events, which are in the hands of their rulers. 
The riches of America, far from occafioning the 
decay of arts and fciences, have from the begin- 
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ing contributed to their encouragement, and muft B arad K 
neceffarily have produced this effect. 

FERDINAND, by the conqueit of the kingdom 
of Granada, had acquired all the manufactures of 

Spain, which were chiefly in the hands of the 

Mioors ; but they had conficierably injured the fale 

of their goods by the expulfion of the Jews. The 
difcovery of America foon excited a ipirit of in- 

duftry and commerce, which increafed greatly 

under Charles V, and even under Philip If. In 

the laft years of his reign, the city of Seville alone 
contained fixty thoufand looms for weaving filks. 
The woollens of Segovia were efteemed the beit in 
Europe. The Levant and Italy preferred thofe 
of Catalonia to any other. The armament again{ft 
England, known by the name of the invincible 
Armada, and confitting of a hundred and fifty 
large men of war, is a proof that Spain had at 
that time a powerful navy, and confequently a 
very extenfive trade by fea. In the courfe of a 
century, the Spaniards were engaged in very con- 
fiderable and expenfive undertakings. The wars 
of the Low Countries and of the League alone 
were attended with an expence of three thoufand 
millions of livres*®. By thefe different means, they 
fent infinitely more of their fpecie into foreign 
countries than they have fince done by trade. 

Ir the Spaniards at that time had been under a 
neceffity of buying the commodities they fent to 
their colonies, Europe would even from that pe- 
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B nal a riod have enjoyed the treafures of Ametsica, as fhe 
Ú — does at prefent. Spain would then never have beers 
able to have had fuch a prodigtous navy, and fuch 
a number of land forces, nur to have kept in her 
pay fo many foreign troops; fhe could not have 
excited divifions among the neighbouring itates, 
and fubverted every thing by her intrigues ; nel- 
ther could fhe have been the principal fpring ct 
all political events, nor almoft the moft confider- 

able power inthe world. 
THE vifible decay of Spain may be dated from 
the total expulfion of the Moors and Jews in 
x61r. ‘This decreafe of her power was fo rapid, 
that fome Spanifh writers propofed fchemes for the 
political reftoration of their empire, as early as the 
year 1619. It iseafy to conceive what a vacancy 
the lofs of a million of laborious men muft make 
in their country, at a time when the nobility, who 
{till retained all the prejudices and barbarous pri- 
vileges of the Vifigoths from whom they boafted 
their defcentr, threw all the labour upon that clafs 
of men they defpifed, though in faét the moit 
uleful. The military, that deftruétive profeMion, 
was the only one that was entitled to any diftinéti- 
on; andthe arts, by which things are brought in- 
to exiftence, preferved, and kept in order, {tamped 
a mark of difhonour upon thofe who profe fled 
them. If agriculture were in the leaft attended 
to, it was becaute there were Alaves. If there were 
any trade, it was becaue there werc Jews. Lafly, 
if Spain had any manufactures. it waes owing to 
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the Moors, who led a laborious life, and were ge- B we 
nerally held in contempt. Government did not —),—~ 
confider, that in order to retain the treafures of 
America in the mother country, nothing more was 
neceffary than to encourage that induftry which 
brought them there. The only active part of the 
mation, the only fet of men that could promote 
this great end, were infamoufly banifhed. In vain 
did thefe unhappy fufferers offer the government 
twenty millions, and they would even have tripled 
that fum, to obtain a per:niffion to continue in the 
country where they were born ; the fame fuperfti- 
tion that had devoted them to deftruétion pre- 
vented the policy of the ftate from attending to 
their complaints. There was not any nation in 
Europe at that time fufficiently enlightened to offer 
them an afylum, and they were forced to difperie 
themfelves in Africa and Afia. | 

WrHire thefe unhappy men were driven by 
defpair to take refuge upon thofe barbarous coafts, 
Spain triumphed in her blind fanaticrH{m ;, and ima- 
gined harfelf itill the richeft kingdom in the 
world, without even entertaining a fufpicion that 
the fhips which crowded her harbours, were con- 
tinually exhaufting her fubftance. When the Spa- 
miards became fenfible of the diminution of their 
{pecie, they imputed it to the lofs of fome India 
fhips that had been caft away in their pafiage 
home, to the taking of the galleons by the Dutch, 
and to the badnefs of their fales. Whey thought 
that to fupply thefe deficiencies, it was only ne- 
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ffary to impofe heavier duties on manufactures 


ea and artificers. But this burden, which could not 


have been fupperted by the workmen even when 
their number was confiderable, grew intolerable 
when only few of them remained. They fled into 
Flanders and Italy, or continued in the country 
and quitted their profeffion. The filks of Va- 
lencia, and the fine wool of Andalufia and Catftile, 
were no longer manufactured by the Spaniards. 
Tue treafury having no more manufactures to 
opprefs, now opprefied the farmers. The taxes 
levied upon agriculture, were as ill judged as they 
were various and exceffive. Befides general du- 
ties, there were what the financiers call extraor- 
dinary duties, which is a mode of levying money 
upon a particular clafs of citizens; a kind of tax 
unprofitable to the ftate, and ruinous to thofe who 
are taxed, and which tends only to enrich the per- 
fon who has contriyed it. “Chefe refources proved 
inadequate to the urgent neceffities of government, 
and the financiers were called upon to advance con- 
derable fums. At this period, they became maf- 
ters of the ftate, and were empowered to farm out 
the feveral parts of their leafe. This introduced a. 
multitude of agents, and with them numberlefs 
ref{traints and oppreffions. The laws which thefe 
rapacious men were allowed to enact, were only fo 
many fnares to feduce the honeft and credulou§s. 
In procefs of time, they ufurped the fovereign au- 
thority, and found means to elude the royal tri- 
bunals, to chufe judges for themfelves, and to 
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pay them. In fhort, they became judges in their B <a 
own caufe. ee 

TuE owners of the lands that were opprefied 
by this tyranny, either threw up their eftates, or 
neglected the improvement of them. ‘That fertile 
peninfula, which, though fubjeét to frequent 
droughts, ftill afforded fubfiltence to thirteen or 
fourteen millions of inhabitants before the dif- 
covery of America, and had formerly been the 
granary of Rome and all Italy, was ioon over- 
fpread with thorns and briars. The pernicious 
cuftom of fixing the price of corn was then adopt- 
ed ; and public granaries were eftablifhed in every 
province, which were confequently managed with- 
out either fkill, care, or honefty. Befides, what 
advantage could be expected to arife from fuch 
precarious refources? Hiow could it poffibly enter 
into any one’s thoughts, to lay reftraints upon the 
price of corn, in order to increafe the quantity of 
it; to raife the price of provifions, in order to 
miake them cheaper; or to facilitate monopoly, tn 
Order to prevent it? 

WHEN Once a nation has begun to decline, it 
feldom recovers itfelf. The lofs of population, 
of the manufactures, of trade, and of agricul- 
tare, was attended with the greateft evils. While 
Europe was daily improving in knowledge, and 
alt mations were animated with a fpirit of tnduftry, 
Spain was falling into a flate of tnaétien and bar- 
bari{m. The duties of the former cuftoms, which 
were {till fuffered to remain upon goods paffing 
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—— = from one province to another, were carried to fuch 

— > an excefs, as to prevent all communication between 

them. Even the conveyance of money from one 

province to another, was prohibited. In a- fhort 

time, not the leaft fign of a road was to be feen. 

‘Travellers were {topped at the croffing of rivers, 

where there was neither bridge nor boats. ‘There 

was not a fingle canal, or one navigable river. 

People, the moft fuperftitious in the world, with 

regard to the obfervance of faft days, fuffered 

their fifheries to decline, and bought fifh every 

year to the amount of twelve millions*. Except a 

few ill-buile vefflels deftined for their colonies, they 

had not a fingle fhip belonging to government in 

their harbours. Their coafts lay expofed to the 

depredations of the corfairs from Barbary. To 

avoid thefe, they were obliged to freight upon 

foreign bottoms, even the avi/os they fent to the 

Canary iflands and to America. Philip IV, pof- 

feed of all the rich mines of America, at once 

found all his gold changed into copper, and was 

reduced to the neceffity of making his copper coin 
bear almoft the fame value as that of filver. 

Turse were not the greateft grievances of the 

monarchy. Spain, from an abfurd and fuperfti- 

tious veneration for the age of her conquefts, fcorn- 

fully rejeéted whatever was not practifed in thofe 

glorious days. The Spaniards faw all other ga- 

tions growing more enlightened, more exalted, and 

more powerful, but thought it beneath them to 
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copy after any one of them. An abfolute con-BOOK 
tempt for the improvements and cuftoms of their vIItIr. | 
neighbours formed the diftinguifhing charaéter of “~~” 
this people. 

THe inquifition, that tremendous tribunal, which 
was at firft eftablifhed in order to {top the progrefs 
of Judaifm and Mohammedi{m, had proved fatal 
to arts and {fciences, and to all ufeful knowledge. 
Religious difputes occafioned, indeed, no difturb- 
ances or ravages in Spain; but fhe remained ina 
{tate of the moft profound ignorance. Such dif- 
putes, though always abfurd in themfelves, ferve 
however to exercife the mind. “They induce men 
to read and reflect, to confult antiquity, ftudy 
hiftory, and the ancient languages: hence arifes 
criticifm, which is productive of true tafte. The 
fubjecét that firft excited the exertion of the mind, 
foon becomes of no confequence ; books written 
on controverfial points are neglected, but the 
knowledge they have diffufed remains. Religi- 
ous matters are like thofe acid and volatile parti- 
cles that exift in all bodies fit for fermentation. 
‘They firt occafion a cloud. in the liquor that was 
before clear, but foon put the mafs in motion. In 
this ferment, they fly off or fink to the bottom; 
and when the whole is depurated, nothing remains 
but a foft, pleafane and nutritive fluid. But in 
the general ferment of theological difputes, all the 
refufe {till continued in Spain. Superftition had 
fo infatuated the nation, that they even cloried in 
their blindnef{s. 
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BOOK INSTEAD of that activity which could alone anı- 
VIII. mate the feveral parts of thofe wide dominions 
—~ that lay too much fcattered, the Spaniards were fo 
flow in their motions, that all buGinefs was im- 
peded Such a variety of forms, precautions, and 
deliberations were multiplied to prevent impofi- 
tion, that they only put a ftop to every commer- 

cial tranfaction. 
Tue wars in which the Spaniards were engaged 
were as ill conducted as their fyftem of politics. 
A population which was hardly fufficient for the 
many garrifons they kept in Italy, in the Low 
Countries, in Africa, and in the Indies, rendered 
them incapable of raifing an army athome. At 
the firft breaking out of a war, they were obliged 
to have recourfe to foreign troops. The few Spa- 
niards who were fent to fight along with thefe 
mercenaries, were fo far from being able to ma- 
nage them, that their own allegiance was frequently 
fhaken by this intercourfe. They have frequently 
revolted together with the foreign troops, and ra- 
vaged the provinces that were commited to their 





protecticn. | 

A regular pay would infallibiy have prevented, 
or foon put a flop to this fpirit of fedition. But 
to provide for the payment of troops, and to keep 
them in that ftate of dependence and fubordina- 
tion fo neceffary to good difcipline, government 
fhould have fuppreffed that multitude of ufelefs 


officers, who by their falaries and their opprefhons 


abforbed the greateft part of the public revenue 5 
the 
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the moft ancient rights of the crown fhould not 
have been alienated for a trifling confideration, or 
fuffered ro be invaded 3; nor fhould the royal trea- 
fures have been fquandered away, to entertain {pies 
and to procure traitors in every country. But care 
fhould have been particularly taken, that the gran- 
deur of the prince fhould not have becn made to 
confift in granting penfions and favours to all who 
had no other claim, but that which they derived 
from their boldnets in afking for them. 

Tuis noble and iniquitous way of receiving 
alms was become general. “The Spaniard, natu- 
rally generous, having acquired a ipirit of pride, 
aQiufdained the common occupations of life, and 
afpired after nothing but governments, bifhopricks, 
and the chief employments in the ftate. 

TuHose who could not attain to thefe prefer- 
ments, glorying in their proud indolence, ftill af- 
fumed the ftyle of the court, and maintained as 
much gravity in their idlenefs, as a minifter ab- 
forbed in ftate affairs. 

Irven the lower clafs of the people would have 
thought they defiled their viétorious hands, by 
proitituting them to peaceful labours. ‘The fields 
and manufactures were left to foreigners, who came 
and enriched themielves by the indolence of the 
natives, and carried home a ftock to fertilize their 
own lands. 

Mien born to no property, meanly preferring 
idle flavery to laborious liberty, eagerly follicited 
to be admitted into the number of Gomeftics that 
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the great kept in their retinue, with that pomp 
which magnificently difplays the pride of the moft 
ufelefs, and the degradation of the moft necefilary 
clafs of men. 

THosE who had too much vanity remaining to 
live without fome diftinétion, crowded into the 
convents, where fuperftitious men had long fince 
provided a convenient retreat for their indolence, 
and had carried their abfurdity fo far as to lavifh 
marks of diftinétion upon them. 

Even the Spaniards who had competent for- 
tunes, rather gave up all thoughts of pofterity, 
than to attend to the eftablifhment of it. If fome, 
induced, by love and virtuous motives, chofe, in 
imitation of the great, to enter into marriage, they 
fent their fons in their earlier years to be educated 
in the fuperftitious manner of the colleges ; and 
from the age of fifteen refigned them to the cour- 
tezans. ‘The abilities and ftrength of thefe young 
men being thus vitiated, they were equally ener- 
vated by thefe infamous connections, which they 
did not even break off when they entered into the 
facred ties of matrimony. This extreme licen- 
tioufnefs is the original and only caufe of the de- 
cay of population in Spain, where women were 
formerly as fruitful as in any other populous coun- 
try. 

Out of this degenerate race were taken the Men 
who were to hold the reins of government. T heir 
adminiftration was anfwerab!e to their education, 
being a conf{tant {cene of idlenefs and corruption. 

‘They; 





IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 


They feldom difccvered any fenfe of virtue or 
juftice, or the leat defire of promoting the hap- 
pinefs of tneir fellow-creatures. They thought 
only of plundering the provinces intruited to their 
care, in order to diffipare in idlenefs and profu- 
fion at Madrid the fruits of their extortion. This 
conduét was always purfued with impunity, though 
it often occafioned feditions, infurrections, con- 
{piracies, and fometimes revolutions. 

Besipes all this, the ftates that were united to 
Caftile by marriagé or conqueft, contributed to 
complete the ruin of the Spanifh monarchy. The 
low countries did not afford a fuficiency to pay 
the garrifons that were kept to defend them. 
Franche Comté fupplied nothing ; Sardinia, Sicily 
and the Milanefe were even burdenfome to go- 
vernment. The tributes of Naples and Portugal 
were mortgaged to ftrangers. Arragon, Valencia, 
Catalonia, Roufillon, the Balearic iflands and Na- 
varre, pretended they owed nothing to the mo- 
narchy but a free gift, which was always fetctled 
by their deputies, but feldom to the fatisfaction of 
a rapacious court, exhaufted by abfurd hberalhities. 

WHI te affairs were in this ftate cf confufion in 
Spain, the treafuresof America, which at firit had 
only been introduced into other European nations by 
the interefts of war and politics, were now circu- 
lated through a more eafy channel. As the mo- 
ther country could not poffibly fupply the wants 
of her colonies, this quickened the induttry of 
other nations, which till then had been extremely 
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BOOK confined. The original pofieficrs of the riches of 

VIII. America could only obsain the duties of the fifth, 

~~ the indulto, guarda coftas, cuftoms and commi- 

fion: duties which have only increafed the price 

of commodities to foreign merchants, by dimi- 

nifhing the coniumption of them 3 for the Peru- 

vians and Mexicans, among whom this conftump- 

tion is made, ftand in reality charged with thefe 

additional expences. Ic is by thefe means that 

the gold and filver which the difcoverv of Ame- 

rica has made fo plentiful in Europe, have been 

more generally circulated, and more equally di- 
{tributed. 

In vain were all foreign nations excluded from 
trading in any of the American ports, by a fevere 
law enacted by Ferdinand and Ifabella and con- 
firmed by their fucceffars. The indifpenfable law 
of necefiity has fuperfeded this regulation, which 
was intended to be perpetual, and has thrown all 
that trade into foreign hands. From the amount 
of about fifty millions* worth of commodities and 

merchandite that are annually fhipped of from 
Cadiz for the Weft Indies, fcarce one eighth is 
Spanifh property. The reft belong to other na- 
tions, friends .or foes, fent in the name of Spa- 
niards, who are always true to individuals and dif- 
honeft to government. The probity of the Spa- 
miards, which has never been attainted, has been a 
fecurity to foreigners in this trade. 
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GOVERNMENT, who could not be ignorant ofB OOK 
the unavoidable difadvantages arifing from thefe VIII. 
perpetual breaches of the law, thought to obviate ~~~ 
them by a more abfurd one than the former. Ir 
prohibited, upon pain of capital punifhmenr, the 
exportation of gold and filvers; as if the Spa- 
niards were not obliged to pay for what they want- 
ed to buy. When the execution of this law was 
enforced, the Spaniard who is the faétor at Cadiz 
for other nations, delivered the ingots to fome 
bravoes, called Afeteors, who being well armed, 
went upon the ramparts wich the ingots all num- 
bered, and threw them down to other meteors, 
who carried them to the boats that were waiting 
for them. “They were never diflurbed by the fac- 
tors, the cuftom-houfe officers or the guards, who 
all fhared the profits of the fraud, which the in- 
jyuftice of the law feemed to authorize ; and the fo- 
reign merchant was never impofed upon. Thefe 
expences enhanced the price of the merchandife, 
and the purchafer was under a neceffity of paying 
theron. The prohibition of exporting gold and 
filver was fo ineffectual, that though a prodigrous 
quantity came over every yfar trom America, 
there was very little feen inthe kingdom. Greater 
feverity would only have advanced the price of 
commodities, by increafin,z the difficulty of paying 
fSr them. If, in conformity tothe {ftrictnefs of 
the proclamations, the delinquent had been ap- 
prehended, tried and condemned to death, and 
all his goods forfeited ; fuch an atrocious act, far 
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B O O K from preventing, would rather have increafed the 


exportation of {pecie ; becaufe thofe who had be- 


———v——" fore been content with a moderate profit, would 


require a more confiderable one when the rifque 
was greater, and would have exported a greater 
quantity of fpecie, that their profits might be fo 
much the more increafed. 

Tag court of Madrid has at length been con- 
vinced of the pernicious tendency of this tyranny. 
‘The ancient governments, which entertained a 
proper refpect for the laws, would certainly have 
repealed any particular one, if they had found that 
the obfervance of t was abfolutely itnpraéticable. 
In the prefent age, when kingdoms are governed 
more by the caprice of adminiftration than by ra- 
tional principles, Spain has been fatishied with the 
regulation fhe made a few years ago, that foreign 
traders fhould have all the profits of the merchan- 
dile they fhould fend to America, on paying three 
per cent. The maney was to be tranfmitted by 
bankers, fettled for that purpofe in the principal 
cities Qf Europe. The defign of the miniftry 
was, to make themfelves matters of the trade of 
the piaftres, and confequently of the exchange. 
This plan, which was, perhaps, more extenfive 
than juft, has not fiucceeded. The agents made 
choice of, have betrayed the tru{t repofed in them. 
The court of Spain has not perfifted in fupporting 
a fyftem which could not long exift. Every pri- 
vate man is how at liberty to draw his money di- 
rectly from Spain upon paying the accuftomed 

duties. 
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duties, which in the year 1768 were advanced BOO K 


from three to four per cent. If they were more VIIL. 

= Se pe? 
moderate, government would derive greater ad- 
vantages from them. ‘there are certain times 


when the Spanith fmugglers can bring the piaitres 
on board the fhips, for a price below the ftated 
value; and it may eafily be imagined thole op- 
portunities are eagerly feized. 

WarLrE the mother country was declining, the ie ace 
colonies could not poMibly flourifh. If the Spa- of the — 
niards had underflood their. true intereft, they —— = 
would, perhaps, on the firft difcovery of America, 
have been content with eftablifhing an equitable 
intercourfe with the Indians, which would have 
fettled a mutual dependence, and reciprocal pro- 
fits between the two nations. The manufactures 
of the old world, would have been bartered for 
the produce of the mines of the new; and wrought 
iron would have been changed for its weight of 
unwrought Glver. A lafting union, the necefflary 
confequence of a peaceable trafic, would have 
been eftablifhed without bloodfhed or devattation. 
Spain would equally have been miftrefs of Mexico 
and Peru ; becaufe any nation that cultivates the 
arts, and does not communicate the method by 
which it carries them on, will always have an evi- 
dent fuperiority over thofe to whorn it fells its ma- 
mufactures. 

Tsuis method of reafoning was not adopted by 
the Spaniards. “The eafe with which they had fub- 
dued the Indians, the afcendant which Charles V. 


had 
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had ufurped over all Europe, the natural pride of 
conquerors, the particular temper of the Spa- 
niards, their ignorance of the true principles of 
commerce; ali theie, and various other caufes, 
prevented them from giving to the conquered 
countries of America at their firf{t eftablifhiment 
there, a gcod fyftem of legiflaticn, a well regu- 
lated form of government, and a degree of nabi- 
lity capable of infuring their duration. 

True depopulation of America was the melancho- 
ly efiect of this irregularity. The firft fteps of the 
conquerors were marked with ftreams of blood. 
Aftonifhed as much at their own victories, as the 
favages were attheir defeat, and intoxicated with 
their fuccels, they refolved to extirpate the people 
they had plundered. Innumerable nations difappear- 
ed from the face of the earth at the arrival of thefe 
barbarians; and thefe horrid fcenes of cruelty have 
been hitherto afcribed to a thirft of gold, and to 
a fpiric of fanaticifm. 

But the ferocious difpofition natural to man, 
unreftrained by the fear of punifhment, ar by any 
ienie of flhame, and unawed by the prefence of 
civilized men, might fo far conceal from the Spa- 
niards the image of an organifation fimilar to their 
own, (a fimilarity which is the foundation of all 
moral duties) as to induce them to treat their new- 
difcovered brethren as they did the wild beafts of 
the other heméfphere, and to do it with as little 
remorfe: befides that the cruelty arifing from mti- 
licary exploits increafes in proportion to the dan- 
gers 
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Or 
gers the foldier has gone through, to thofe he now BOOK 
endures, or to thofe he expects: Is he not of a vIII. 
more fanguinary difpofitian in remote countries —““v” 
than at home; and do mor the fentiments of hu- 

manity grow weaker, the more diftant we are from 

our native country ? It may Irkewife be conjec-~ 

tured that the Spaniards, who, on their frft land- 

ing, were taken for Gods, might be afraid of be- 

ing detected and maflacred ; that they miftrufted 

the marks of kindnefs that were {hewn them; 

that when once they had begun to fhed blood, 

they thought their own fafety required that they 

fhould nor difcontrinue ; that their army, confifting 

only of aimaH number of men, being furrounded 

by an tnnumerable multitude of natives, whofe 
language they did not underftand, and whofe 
cuitoms and manners they were ftrangers to, was 
feized with a panic, either well or ill grounded- 
But the circumftance the moft inexplicable of all, 
is, the abfurd barbarity of government, that coun- 
tenanced fuch fcenes of horror, and kept thofe 
profligate men in pay to perfecute and deftroy 
their brethren. 

Tue Spaniards, the defcendants or flaves of the 
Vifigoths, like them divided among themfelves 
the defert lands, and the men who had efcaped 
their fword. Mfotft of thefe wretched victims did 
not long furvive, doomed to a ftate of flavery 
worfe than death. The laws that were occafional- 
ly eftablifhed in order to alleviate the hardthips of 
their fervitude, afforded them but {mall relief. 

The 
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Boo K The favage, proud, and rapacious Spaniards paid 


as little regard to the commands of a monarch 


—— v who was too far remote from them, as to the tears 


of the poor miferable I Wians. 

Tue mines proved ftill a greater caule of de- 
ftruétion. Ever fince the ditcovery of America, 
the Spaniards had attended only to this fpecies of 
wealth: In vain did fome men of more enlight- 
ened underftanding exclaim againft this 1infatua- 
tion. Let the gold remain where it is, faid they, 
provided the furface of the earth that covers it 
can. but produce an ear of corn that will make 
bread, or a blade of grafs to feed your fheep. The 
only metal you want is iron. Work it into faws, 
hammers, and plough-fhares, but not into wea- 
pons of deftruction. The quantity of gold re- 
quifite for the purpofes of exchange is fo incon- 
fiderable, that it is unneceffary to accumulate any 
great ftock of it. It is very immaterial whether 
a hundred ells of cloth fell for one pound or twen- 
ty pounds of gold. The Spaniards have acted 
like the dog in the fable, that dropped the meat 
out of his mouth to bite at the image of it in the 
water, and was drowned in attempting to get it. 

UNFORTUNATELY the Indians were the victims 
of this fatal error. Fhofe unhappy men were 
fent to work at a very great depth under ground, 
where they were deprived of day-light, of a. 
free and wholefome air, of the chief fupports of 
life, and of the comfort of weeping with their 
friends and relations; and were doomed to dig 

their 
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their own graves in thofe dark manfions, which Boo kK 
now contain more afhes of the dead than gold vill. 
dut. If we confider the barbarities exercifed “~~ 
againít thefe people, we cannot but be aftonifhed 
to hear the covetous and ftupid Spaniard complain 
chat the Indians will not tell them of feveral mines 
they have difcovered both before and fince the 
conqueft. Thofe wretched people would only 
multiply the means of their own deftructign, by 
betraying the fecret they have received from their 
fathers, or that chance has thrown in their way. 
Tue unhappy Indians, whofe fate it was to 
fubmit to the yoke, have therefore fled in great 
numbers from the lands they cultivated for their 
rapacious mafters, and taken refuge among the 
{favages who wander in the forefts and deferts of 
the Cordeleras. Thofe impenetrable receffies are 
become the afylum of multitudes of Indians, who 
conftantly threaten the Spanifh provinces with fud- 
den invafion or open war. They contraét a degree 
of ferociouinefs in thofe fevere climates, which 
renders them fo formidable, that the Spaniards 
have been obliged to abandon fome very rich 
mines, that were expofed to their inroads. The 
deficiency of population among thefe favages, oc- 
cafioned by the barennefs of the foil, the want of 
attention, and of the refources which fociety af- 
fords, is compenfated by aconftant fupply of tugi- 
tives, who make theireicape from Eurepean tyranny. 
Ic is in thefe mountains thata race is fecretly rifingg 
up, which will one day affcrt its lawful rights, and 
recover 
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B O O K recover its liberty and poficffions out of the crue] 


and rapacious hands of thofe who have invaded 


“~~ them ; and, perhaps, that day is not far diftant. 





ANOTHER caule of depopulation is, that the 
Europeans have taught. them new wants, while 
they deprived them of the means of fatisfying 
them. Before the conqueit, the Indians went 
naked, or what they wanted for ornament they 
made themfelves, which wasa kind of employ- 
ment or bufinefs among them. Their whole care 
was to cultivate a field of maize. Goldand filver 
had no value among them, as ali their traffic con- 
fitted in exchanging one thing for another. Since 
the Indian has been taught to live in tociety, he 
muft have lodging and food, and muft frequently 
clothe himfelf with the produce of foreign ma- 
nufactures. As he is ignorant of every art and 
trade, he is to procure thofe neceffaries his new 
wants require; and though he fhould not entirely 
give himfelf up to defpondency, yet his labours 
would fcarce procure him a fubfiftence ; fo thar, 
the luxury and the poverty which opprefs him, 
have reduced him to the nec<ffiry of concealing 
himfelf from the public eye, living in a tolitary 
manner, and giving up all thoughts of his pof- 
terity. 

Tuis caufe of depopulation was fucceeded by 
another ítill more dreadful, the very idea of which 
formerly infpired all Europe with horror. The 
celebrated Drake, having taken the town of St. 
Domingo in 1586, found that the iflanders were 
crown 
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grown fo defperate, that, rather than fee their BOO K 
children fall into the hands of the conqueror, they VIII. 
were uanimoufly come to a refolution to have ag ~~” 


connection with their wives. This abftinence from 
the moft natural defire implanted in human na- 
ture, which is the only inftance of the kind ever 
recorded in hiftory, feems to have been referved to 
the æra of the difcovery of the new world, asa 
perpetual monument of Spanifh tyranny. What 
elfe could the American oppofe to this thirft of de- 
{ftruction than the horrid vow of ceafing to per- 
petuate their pofterity? Thus the earth was ftained 
with the blood of the fathers, and deprived of the 
fucceeding generation. 

From this period the country feemed to lay 
under a curfe for thefe barbarous conquerors. The 
empire they had founded began ro tend to ge- 
neral deftruction. Profligacy and corruption made 
a rapid progrefs among them. The moft impor- 
tant fortrefies were fuffered to decay. The coun- 
try was left without arms or magazines. The 
foldiers who were neither exercifed, fed, nor 
clothed, ®ecame beggars or thieves. The very 
firít principles of war and navigation were forgot- 
ten; as well as the very names of the inftruments 
made ufe of in thofe two neceflfary arts. 

Trave confifted only in the art of cheating. 
The gold and filver, which were to be brought into 
the king’s coffers, were fraudulently dimuinifhed, 
and reduced to a fourth part of the fum they oughe 
to have produced. All orders of men, corrupted 

by 
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B O O K by avarice, united their efforts to prevent a true 
{tate of things from being laid before the throne, 
See í 

or to fave thofe perfons who had rendered them- 


felves obnoxious to the law. 


‘The magiitrates of 


every rank and degree always unanimoufly exerted 
themfelves to fupport each other in their injuftice. 


Tue ifcene of confufion occafioned by thefe ex- 


tortions, introduced the fatal expedient of all ill- 
governed ftates, that of numberlefs taxes; as if 
government had two objects in view, to put a ftop 
to every kind of induftry, and to increafe op- 
preffion. 


IGNORANCE kept pace with tinjuftice, <‘ I faw, 
fays a celebrated traveller, the very fame fen- 
tence pafied in one and the fame tribunal, and 
almoft within the fame hour, in two cafes thar 
were directly oppofite. All endeavours to make 
the judges underftand the difference was to no 
purpofe. At laft the chief judge, feeming to 
be convinced, rofe up, and turning up his 
whifkers, {wore by the holy virgin, and all the 
faints, that the Englifh Lutherans had run away 
with pope Fuftinian’s books, which he always 
made ufe of to try intricate caufes: but if thofe 
dogs fhould ever come again, he would have 
them all burnt.” 









Tue fame traveller relates that ** one day Ovid’s 


Metamorphofes fell accidentally into the hande 
of a creole, he carried it toa friar, who under- 
{tood no more of it than himfelf, and made the 
inhabitants believe it was an Englifh bible: he 

<< proved 
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<¢ proved it by the prints he fhewed them at every B ese S a 


< Metamorphofis, faying; fee how thole dogs -—-— 
‘< worfhip the devil, and how he transforms them 

<< into beafts. Then the pretended bible was 

“ thrown into a fire kindled on purpofe, and the 

< monk made a long oration, which confifted of 

“< thank{fgivings to St. Francis for this lucky dif- 

= covery.” 

As ignorance is always favourable to fuperfti- 
tion, the minifters of religion, without being more 
enlightened than others, affumed a fupertority 
in the management of all public affairs. Being 
lefs apprehenfive of punifhmenr, they were al- 
ways the moft forward to break through the laws 
of juftice, and all rules of morality and decency. 
The leatt corrupted among them became traders, 
and the reft availed themfelves of their ecclefiafti- 
cal power to extort from the Indians all they were 
pofiefied of. A Spanifh monk who did not gain 
at leaft a hundred thoufand livres by a fhort voy- 
age to America was confidered as a man of little 
fkillin trade. ‘Their rapacioufinefs was often vo- 
luntarily gratified at their arrival by prefents of im- 
menfe value. It might have been imagined that 
America had been conquered for no other purpofe 
than to ornament the churches and to enrich the 
clergy. 

THe hatred which arofe between the Spaniards 
born in America, and thofe who came from Eu- 
rope, completed their ruin. The court ha ini- 

VoL. Ill. Fi prudently 
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aa aA K prudently laid the foundation of thefe unhappy 
r divifions. The Creoles had been falfely reprefent- 
ed as little better than barbarians, and nearly of 
the fame charaéter as Indians. They thought 
they could not depend upon their fkill, courage, 
or fidelity, and therefore determined to ex- 
clude them from all places of truft and profit. 
This refolution, injurious as it was, highly dif- 
eufted the Creoles. The Spaniards, who were in- 
vetted with authority over them, were fo far from 
endeavouring to reconcile them, that they ftudied 
on the contrary to exafperate them by humiliating 
partialiries. “This produced an inveterate hatred 
between thefe two orders of men, one of which 
was loaded with favours, and the other ftigmatized 
with difgrace. This animofity has often broken out 
in fuch a manner as to endanger the dominion of 
the mother country in the new world; and will 
fome time or other occafion a revolution. Such 
an event may with the.greater certainty be ex- 
pected, and perhaps is not very diftant, as the 
clergy on both fides, who have adopted the fame 
hatred and animofities, will never relinquifh them, 
and will endeavour, according to the {fpirit that has 
always aétuated them, to make the people irrecon- 
cileable enemies. | 
Since the acceffion of the Bourbon family to 
the throne of Charles V. thefe diforders, and the 
evils arifing from them, have in fome degree di- 
minifhed. The nobility do not take upon them- 
felves .that kind of ftate which is an attendant 


upon 
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upon regal dignity, and which often embarraffed ® —— aa 
the government. The management of public af- t 
fairs is not now confined to perfons of high birth, 
but given to men in favour, of fortune or me- 
rit. The produce of the general and provincial 
revenues of Spain, which an infamous adminiftra- 
tion had reduced to lefs than eight millions * to- 
wards the latter end of the laft century, now brings 
Im 72,556,805 livres+. “This happy change which 
firít took place im the mother country, extended 
wfelf afterwards to the colonies. The three de- 
partments that are intrufted with the management 
of their affairs in Europe, have gradually been 
lefs under the dominion of that fatal difpofition 
which feemed to influence all their proceedings. 
The council in India is more ufefully employed in 
regulating the government of the colonies, and 
attending to their prefervation. The contraétation 
office removed from Seville to Cadiz conduéts 
their trade with greater abilities. The confulate, 
which takes cognizance of the differences arifing 
between the merchants trading to that part of 
America, and is appointed to watch over the 
maintenance of their privileges, has acquired fome 
degree of attention and knowledge. 
Tsuese firft teps towards a reformation muft be foe arate 
an inducement to the Spanifh miniftry to hope thar Ought to 
ploy to 
a good form of government may be éeftablifhed, oe 
when the true principles on which it is Pounded aii 
are once known, and the proper means made ufe 
H 2 of 


350,9co!. T Set9S,73 61. 486 ad. +. 
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B ore of to effect it. The character of the nation is not 

———— an invincible obftacle to this change, as it is too 

generally thought to be. Indolence is not fo na- 

tural to the Spaniards as we imagine. If we look 

back to thofe times in which this unfavourable pre- 

judice was firft entertained, we {hall find that this 

want of activity did not extend to every thing; and 

that if Spain was inactive at home, fhe was not fo 

abroad, but was inceffantly difturbing the repofe 

of her neighbours. Her idlenefs proceeds in fome 

degree from foolifh pride. Becaufe the nobility 

were unemployed, the people imagined it wasa 

mark of nobility to do nothing. They all wanted 

to enjoy the fame prerogative ; and the ftarved, 

half-naked Spaniard, carelefly fitting on the 

ground, looks with pity on his neighbours, who 

are well clothed, lve well, work, and laugh at his 

folly. The one from a motive of pride defpifes 

the conveniences of hfe ; while the other from a 

principle of vanity, endeavours to acquire them. 

The climate made the Spaniard abftemious, and 

indigence renders him more fo. The monkifh 

{fpirit, to whieh he has long been fubjeét, makes 

him confider poverty, which is occafioned by his 

vices, as a virtue. As he has no property, he 

covets none ; but his averfion for labour is greater 
{till than his contempt for riches. 

Tsar poor and proud people have nothing left 

of their ancient character, but an immoderate fond- 

nefs for eva Fy thing that has the appearance of 

grandeuf They mutt be flattered with chimerical 

ideas, 
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ideas, and animated with. the ftrongeft hopes 
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glory. The fatisfaction they feel in depending on —,— 


mone but the crown fince the abafement of the 
gwrandees, makes them receive all that comes from 
the court with refpect and confidence. This pow- 
erful influence might be made fubfervient to their 
happinefs. Some means might be contrived to 
perfuade them that labour is honourable; and the 
nation will foon become what it was before the 
difcovery of America, in thofe glorious times, 
when, without any foreign aid, Spain threatened 
the liberties of all Europe. 

WhHueEn the imagination of this people is once 
properly directed, and they are brought to be 
afhamed of their haughty fpirit of indolence, other 
evils muft be attended to. The moft deftruétive 
to the bulk of the nation is the want of popula- 
tion. Well-governed colonies will naturally in- 
creafe the population of the mother country, which 
on her part promotes the increafe of theirs, by 
fupplying them with advantageous marts for the 
produce of their induftry. It is on this plan, alike 
interefting to humanity and found policy, that the 
more enlightened nations of Europe have formed 
their ferctlements in America. This wife and noble 
defign has been univerfally crowned with fuccefs. 
Spain alone, which had formed her fyf{tem in a 
darker age, has feen her population decreafe at 
home, in proportion as her poffeffions increafed 
abroad. 
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B ae WHEN the difproportion between the extent of 
——— a territory and its inhabitants is not very confi- 
derable, the balance may be gradually reftored by 
activity, Occonomy, great encouragements given 
to matrimony, and a long peace. Spain, whote 
population, in the year 1747, amounted to no 
more than 7,423,590 fouls, including 180,046 
ecclefiaftics ; and who has now in her colonies 
httle more than the twentieth part of the popu- 
lation there was {foon after the conqueft, cannot 
remedy this evil either at home or abroad without 
new and extraordinary efforts. To increafe the 
laborious claffes of men, there muft be a reduc- 
tion of the clergy, which enervates and deftroys 
the ftate. Two thirds of her military force muit 
be abolifhed, and thele foldiers mult be employed 


in the arts; fince the connection with France, and 


the weaknefs of Portugal, no longer render them 
mneceffary. As their clear revenue Is 112,000,000", 
and the general expences amount only _ to 
96,000,000 of livres}, the government muft apply 
itfelf to alleviate the burdens of the people as foon 
as its pofieffigns in both hemupheres are extricated 
from that confufion and diforder into which they 
had been thrown, for thefe two centuries paft thro” 
the effeéts of incapacity, ignorance and tyranny. 
But it is farft abfolutely neceffary that the infamous 
tribunal of the inquifition fhould be abolifhed, 


which feens to be levelled equally againit the mo- 
narch 
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march and the people, by keeping both under the B oe 
yoke of an abfurd fuperftition. a 
SUPERSTITION, whatever may be the reafon of 
it, prevails among all nations, whether rude or 
civilized. It proceeds undoubtedly from the fear 
of evil, and trom the ignorance of its caufes, or of 
its remedy. At leaft this alone is fufficient to im- 
print it in the minds of all men. The calamities 
of nature, plagues, ficknefs, unforefeen accidents, 
deftructive phznomena, all the latent caufes of 
pain and death, are fo univerfal on earth, that it 
would be very furprifing if man had not been 
deeply affected with them in every country and 
in every ace. | 
Burt this natural fear muft always have increafed, 
or have been magnified in proportion to ignorance 
and fenfibilitry. It muft have given rife to the 
worfhip of the elements that are moft deftruétive 
to the earth, fuch as inundatians, conflagrations 
and plagues ; the worfhip of animals, whether ve- 
nomous or voracious, but always noxious: from 
hence too muft have arifen thé worfhip of men 
who have done the greateft injuries to mankind, 
of conquerors, of fortunate impoftors, of the wor- 
kers of prodigies, apparently good or bad; and 
the worfhip of invifible and imaginary beings, 
fuppofed to lie concealed in every intrument of 
deftruction. Refieétion and the ftudy of nature 
muít have infenfibly leffened the number of thefe 
invifible agents, and the human misd muf have 
rifen from idolatry totheifm ; but thm laft Ample 
Fi a anci 
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B a and fublime idea will always have remained imper- 
tey FCCE and contutfed in the minds of the vulgar, and 
mixed with a multitude of errors and fancies. 
REVELATION had confirmed and perfected the 
idea of the doctrine of the unity of God; and, 
perhaps,. a more incorrupt religion would then 
have been eftablifhed, had not the northern bar- 
barians, who poured in upon the feveral provinces 
of the Roman empire, brought along with them 
their own facred prejudices, which could not be 
difpeiled but by other fables. Unfortunately chri- 
ftianiry was preached to men incapable of under- 
{tanding it thoroughly. They would not embrace 
it, untef{s it was attended with that external pomp 
and fhew in which ignorance delights, Interefted 
motives burdened it, and debaied it more and more 
with other obfervances, and conftantly invented 
new dactrines and miracles, which were the more 
revered as they were the lefs credible. The na- 
tions, engaged during twelve centuries in dividing; 
and contefting about the feveral provinces ofan uni- 
verfal monarchy, which one nation had formed in 
lefs than two hundred years, admitted without ex- 
amination all the errors which the priefts, after 
much controverfy, had agreed to teach the mul- 
titude. | 








But the clergy, too numerous to maintain any 
unanimity of opinion,] had cherifhed the feeds 
of divifion, which muft fooner or later be com- 
municated ro. rhe people. The time came wher 
the fame taut Of ambition and avarice that actu- 

ated 
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ated the whole church exerted itfelf with great B oe 
aniinofity againft- many fuperftitions that were uni- —t4——_ 
verlally adopted. 
As it was from cuftom that the people had re- 
ceived all thofe puerile notions which they had 
fuffered themfelves to be deluded into, and that 
they were not attached to them from national prin- 
ciples or party {ipirit, thofe who were moft interefted 
in fupporting them, were unable to defend them, 
when they were attacked with that fteadinefs that 
was calculated to fx the attention of the public. 
But nothing fo much promoted the reformation of 
futher and Calvin, as the liberty they granted to 
every one to examine and determine finally upon 
the religious principles he had been taught. Tho” 
the multitude was incapable of undertaking this 
difcufficon, yet every man plumed himfelf upon 
having the privilege*to determine on a fubjeét in 
which his moft valuable and moft important inte- 
refts were concéereed. The commotion was fo 
univerfal, that- the-new opinions would in all pro- 
babiliry have triumphed totally over the old, had 
not the magiftracy thought it their intereft to ftem 
the torrent. Implicit obedience was as. necefflary 
for the fupporc of the fupreme power, as for that 
of religion, and was the fureft foundation of its 
authority ; that power began therefore to be alarm- 
ed le{t thote who had overturned the old and firm 
foundations of the Roman hierarchy, might next 
proceed to examine into its own prerogatives. The 
sepublican fpiric which naturally fpreed itfelf 
among 
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B voted K among the reformed, contributed to increafe this 


eee tee Ciftruit. 
True kings of Spain, more jealous of their 
power than other fovereigns, endeavoured to fup- 
port it, by eftablifhing a more uniform fyftem of 
fuperftition. They were not fenfible that the opi- 
nions of men concerning an unknown Being can- 
not be all the fame. In vain did reafon expoftulate 
with thofe weak monarchs, alledging that no 
power had a right to prefcribe to men what they 
were to think ; that fociety, in order to fuppore 
itfelf, is under no neceffity of reftraining the free- 
dom of the foul; that to compel men to fub- 
{cribe to certain articles of faith, is to exaét a falfe 
oath, which makes a man a traitor to his confct- 
ence, in order that he may be a faithful fubject, 
and that a citizen who ferves his country, is, 1n a 
political light, preferable to him who is orthodox 
to no purpofe. Thefe permanent and inconteft- 
able principles were not attendprd to. “They were 
overruled by the profpeét of great advantage, and 
itill more by the furious clamours of a multitude 
of fanatical priefts, who delayed not to affume the 
fupreme authority. The prince, thus reduced to 
become their flave, was forced to abandon his 
fubjects to their caprices; to fuffer them to be op- 
prefied, and to become an idle fpeétator of the 
cruelty exercifed againft them. From that time, 
fuperftitious manners, beneficial only to the priett- 
hood, became prejudicial to focicty. A people 
thus corzupt and degenerate, were the moft cruel 
of 
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of any. Their obedience to the monarch was fub-® OO © 
ordinate to the will of the prieft ; who opprefiecd ——_-— 
every other power, and was in fact the fovereign 
ot the itate. 

INACTION was the neceffary confequence of a 
fuperftition that enervated all the faculties of the 
foul. The project which the Romans formed from 
their very infancy of becoming matters of the 
world, fhewed ittelf even in their religion. It was 
Viétory, Bellona, Fortune, the genius of the Ro- 
man people, Rome hertelf that were their gods. A 
nation that endeavoured to imitate their example, 
and thought of becoming conquerors, adopted a 
monkifh government, which has deftroyed every 
profpecét of fuccefs, and will effectually prevent 
their reftoration either in Spain or America, unlefs 
this kind of government is totally fubverted, and 
every idea of the horror it excites obliterat- 
ed with it. The fuppreffion of the ingquifition 
muft certainly haften this great change; and it is 
a pleafing expectation to think that if the court of 
Madrid will not determine upon this necefflary 
{tep, they will one day be compelled to it by 2 
humane conqueror, who will iniert it as the firft 
article in a treaty of peace, that zbe autos-de-fé Paii 
be abolifhed in all the Spanifhb dominions both in Ez- 
rope and America. 

Tuts ftep is neccffary towards the reftoration of 
the monarchy, but it is not alone fufficientr. Tho’ 
Spain has employed more art to conc al her weak- 
nels, than was necefflary to enable her -> acquire 


}crength, 
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BOOK ftrength, the world is not unacquainted with the 
———— diforders fhe labours under. They have taken to 
deep a root and are of fo inveterate a nature, 
that they cannot be remedied without foreign aids, 
If fhe will but fubmit to accept them, fhe will 
foon fee her provinces in both hemuipheres fAlled 
with new inhabitants, who will bring with them 
numberlefs branches of induftry. The northern and 
fouther nnations, acétuated by that paffion for riches 
whicn is the characteriftic of the prefent age, will 
refort in multitudes to the regions that are thrown 
open to excite their emulation. The riches of the 
public will increafe in proportion to thofe of indivi- 
duals; and thofe which have been acquired by fo- 
reigners will become a national wealth, if they are 
permitted to enjoy them with that fecurity, fatis- 
faction, and diftinction, as to induce them to sengee 
their native country. 

Ir the Spaniards are defirous of bringing this 
important plan to perfection with all poffible ex- 
pedition, they muft not only admit ftrangers of 
their own perfuvafion, but encourage every fect 
without diftinétion to come and fettle among them. 
They have too long thought that liberty of con- 
{cience was a moft impious doétrine, and that to- 
leration was even prejudicial confidered ina po- 
litical light; becaufe the fundamental principle 
of all fects is to hate each other, and gradually tọ 
throw thofe governments where their numbers are 
increafed int confufion. If the pagans had rea- 
foned in w#ius manner, chriftianity would never have 

been 
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been eftablifhed ; at leaft it is evident that their ® i 
perfecutions againft the founders of our religion —Y—~ 
would need no apology. | 

W aen the Spaniards have once procured a fuf- 
ficient nuniber of men, they. will then think of 
employing them in the moft advantageous man- 
mer. The anxiety they felt to tee the treafures of 
America país into the hands of their rivals and 
enemies, made them imagine that the revival of 
their manufactures was the only method that could 
enable them to retain part of thofe treafures at 
home. Such of their writers wpon finance as have 
infifted upon this fyftem, appear to us to be mif- 
taken. As long as the people who are in poffeffion 
of thofe manufactures which ferve to fupply the 
demands of America, will attend to the pre- 
fervation of them, thofe which may be attempted 
to be eftablifhed in other parts, will {carce be able 
to vie with them. “Thefe manufactures may pof- 
fibly procure the materials and workmanfhip at as 
reafonable a rate: but fome centuries muft pafs 
before they can be able to attain to the fame de- 
gree of quicknefs and perfection in the work. 
Nothing could effect this great change, but fuch 
a revolution as would remove the beft foreign 
workmen and the moit fkilful artifts to Spain. 
Till this period arrives, which does not feem very 
near, any attempts that are made, will not be fuc- 
cefsful. The prohibition to prevent the exporra- 
tion of unwrought commodities affords a con- 
vincing: and inftructive procf ef this. _ TM: geood- 
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mee neis of Glks has on this account confiderably de- 

I. 

t creafed; and the manufacture of them begun to 
be negleéted, and would have been entirely loft, 
had not government prudently reftored trade to 
its ancient freedom. 

Wee may proceed ftill further, and venture to 
affirm, that though it fhould be in the power of 

Spain to procure a fuperiority in the manufactures 
refpecting articles of luxury, fhe ought not to do 
it. A tranfient fuccefs would be produétive of 
total ruin. Let us fuppofe that Spain can furnifh 
all the commodities that are wanted in her colonies; 
the immenfe treafures this trade will bring in, will 
all center in home circulation, and the confequence 
will be, that the coin will fink in value. ‘Thts 
plenty of fpecie will certainly occafion a dearnefs 
of provifions, and enhance the price of labour. 
There will be no proportion between the price 
Spain muft require for her manufactures, and that 
which the neighbouring nations will fell theirs for. 
Thefe, being able to afford their commodities 
cheaper, will oblige the Spaniards to take them, 
becaufe an exorbitant profit will furmount every 
obftacle. The Spanifh artificers, deftitute of em- 
ployment, will be reduced to the neceffity of feek- 
ing for it in other places, and Spain will lofe both 
her induftry and her population. 

SinceE then it is impoffible that the Spaniards 
fhould keep the whole produce of the American 
mines in thelr own hands, and fince they muft un- 
avoidabay fhhare it with the reft of Europe, they 

fhoulkct 
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fhould exert all their policy to preferve the greatefit B wie” 
part of it, to make the balance incline in their fa- 

vour, and to render their advantages permanent, 

they muft be fatisfied with fuch as are moderate. 

They will fecure to themfelves fuch a fuperiority 

by the practice of the neceffary arts, and the plen- 

ty and goodnefs of their natural productions. 

Tse Spanifh miniftry have been fenfible of this 
truth, but have been deceived in the opinion they 
entertained that the manufactures were the chief 
promoters of agriculture. It is certain, however, 
that they contribute to promote the culture of 
lands. They are even neceffary, wherever the 
expence of tranfport puts a ftop to the circulation 
and confumption of the produce, fo that the cul- 
tivator is at a lofs how to difpofe of his commo- 
dities. But in all other cafes, the farmer can fuc- 
ceed without the affiftance of manufaé¢tures. If he 
can but difpofe of his produce, he 1s under no 
concern whether it is for local confumption, or 


for trade and exportation, and will go on with his 
tillage. 








SPAIN annually fells for exportation, in wool, 
falk, oil, wine, iron and Kali, to the amount of above 
thirty millions of livres* IT hele exports, moft of 
which cannot be replaced from any {oil in Europe, 
may be greatly increafed, and might, probably, be 
more than doubled. They will be tufficient, in- 
dependent of what the Spaniards receive from the 
Indies, to pay for all the foreign goods that can be 








confumed 
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° confumed in the nation. We grant that by thus 
—— fending their unwrought produce to other coun- 
tries, they will increafe their population, wealth, 
and power; but they will promote a more certain 
and more beneficial kind of tinduftry at home. 
Their political influence will foon claim a relative 
fuperiority, and the nation employed in agriculture 
will foon become greater than that which confin¢s 
itfelf to manufactures. 
AMERICA will greatly increafe thefe advan- 
tages; and will be beneficial to Spain, both by her 
gold and filver, and by her commodities... . 





Means ‘i , 
ck Ir appears from the moft moderate computation, 
Spain that thofe valuable colonies have remitted to the 





ought to | á ‘ 
employ for Mother country, from 1492 to 1740, that is, in the 
epre compaís of 248 years, upwards of go000,000,000 
plepa co- of piaftres*, the fmalleít part of which has re- 
mained to the natural owners ; the reft has been 

diffufed all over Europe ; or carried into Afa. 
From the firft of January 1754 to the laft day of 
December 1764, we are not reduced to conjecture 
in fupport of our opinion. Within that period, 
Spain has received, 

From Vera Cruz, in gold, 3,151,354 piaftres 
5 reals+; and in filver, 85,899,307 piaftres 2 
reals. 

From Lima, in gold, 10,942,846 piaftres 3 
reals § ; in filver, ii piaítres 3 reals |. 














From 
* 2,025,000,000l. + 709.0541. 15s. 11d. 
t 19,327,344l. 2s. 2d. $ 2,462,140}. 8s. god. 
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From Buenos Ayres, in gold, 2,142,626 pi- 
aflres 3 reals*; in filver, 10,326,090 piaftres 8 
reals-+. 

From Carthagena, in gold, 10,045,188 piaftres 
S reais; in filver, 1,702,174 piaftres 3 reals §. 

From Honduras, in gold, 37,254 piaftres g 
reals |}; in Alver, 677,444 piattres 7 reals q. 

From the Fiavannah, in gold, 656,064 piaftres 
3 reals *ļ; in filver, 2,639,408 piaftres 2 reals §+}. 

From Caracca, in gold, 542,034 piaftres 4 
realstq ; in filver, 276,002 piaftres 6 reals {*. 

From St. Domingo and Porto Rico, in gold, 
526 piattres 5 reals§+; in filver, 317,521 piaftres 
1 real *q. 

From Campeachy, Cumana, and Maracaibo, in 
gold, 91,564 piatftres 6 reals+S§. 

inis makes in all 27,027,896 piaftres in 
gold fili, and 126,798,258 piaftres 8 reals @§ in 
filver. Thefe two fums together, amount to a 
total of 153,826,164 piaftres 8 reals *§. T his 
ium divided by eleven, will fhew that the returns, 
upon an average, have been 13,984,185 piaítres 
and 3 fourths +i]. To all thefe riches muft be ad- 


* 482,090]. 18s. od. + 2,323,370l. os. 8d. 

t 2,260,1651. 8s. § 382,989). 4s. od. 

i} 8.38321. Ss. 3d: GT rez, 42egl. 25: 2c: 

oll 147-6141. 9s. od. St 5938661. 178. ed. 

THY] 11,7071. 158. 4d: 1” 62,tce0l. £28. Ed: 

SF r8 os. 11d. “ql 71,4421. gs. Id., 

+§ 20,6021. 1s. 6d. til 6,081,276]. 7s. 

@™§ 28,529,608}. ss. Sd. *§ 34,610,8841. 12s. Sd. 


tll 3,446,441]. 195. 
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B ire” ded thofe that are not regiftered to avoid paying 
———— duty, which may amount to fomewhat more than 
one fourth of what is regiftered; and it will ap- 
pear that the mother country annually receives 
from her colonies about feventeen millions of pi- 

_aftres, or 19,250,000 livres*. 

THERE would be a poffibility of increafing this 
produce. For this purpofe the government fhould 
fend over to America fome perfons fkilled in me- 
tallurgy, and make the condition eafier on which 
they allow the working of the mines. But this 
would be only a tranfient advantage, fince it is un- 
deniable that gold and filver are not to be con- 
fidered as riches, but only as the reprefentatives 
of them. Thefe figns are indeed very durable, as 
they ought to be to anfwer their deftination. But 
the more they are multiplied, the more they lofe 
of their value, becaufe they ferve to reprefent 
fewer things. In proportion as they are become 
more common fince the difcovery of America, 
every thing is mcreafed in value twice, thrice, and 
four times beyond what it was before. The pro- 
duce of the mines has conftantly decreafed, and 
the expence of working them has been continually 
greater. The balance, which inclines more and 
more tothe lofing fide, may fo far deftroy the 
equipoilfe, that it may be found neceffary to drop 
this fource of wealth. But at all events, it will be 
advifeable_to render thefe operations more fimple, 
and to iry everv poffible method to make this la- 

bour 
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bour lefs deftructive to the human race than it has BOOK 
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hitherto been. ‘There is another fource of prof- ——.—~ 


perity for Spain, which will be fo far from dce- 
crealing, that it will daily gather new ftrength 5 
and that is agriculture. 

ALL nations have found it dangerous to allow 

the eftablifhment of manufactures in their poffefMfi- 
ons in America, but they have all encouraged agri- 
culture by every poffible means. If Spain fhould 
adopt fo rational a principle, fhe will probably 
fave twelve or thirteen millions of livres® that are 
annually expendewt in the fingle article of fpices. It is 
hardly poffible that in ail that vaft extent of land 
and that variety of climates, there fhould not be 
fome fpots in America fit for the culture of cin- 
namon, cloves, nutmeg, and.the other aromatic 
productions of Afia. It is certain that cinnamon 
grows at Quito and cultivation might give it the 
properties it wants. 
WHETHER thefe experiments fucceed or not, 
coffee may certainly be cultivated there, the ufe of 
which becomes daily more general in- Europes; 
as well as cotten, to fupply the frequent de- 
mands of our manufactures; and fugar, which 
Spain buys to the amount of above five millions + 
a year, while fhe ought to fupply all Europe 
with it. 











Many provinces of Mexico formerly produced 
excelient filks, which were manufactured at Se- 
ville. I his produce, however, has been loft, by 
I 2 the 
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B ie the numberlefs obftructions it has met with; but 
— v It might eafily be revived and improved. 

THE Vicuna wool is in great repute in all na- 
tions. “fhe quantity which the fleets bring home, 
is far from being fufficient to anfwer the demands 
for it. The fort of fheep that bears this fine 
wool, might eafily be multiplied tn the climates 
that are fatteft for them. 

The exceffive dearnefs of cochineal, and- the 
great demand there is for it every where, points 
out to Spain the neceffity of multiplying it. 


Bur the cultivation of the vine and the olive 
tree, which is allowed only in one part of Peru, 
fhould be principally encouraged. Some {fmall 
wandering nations might be fixed by employing 
them in this labour. If they were properly dif- 
tributed, they would ferve to eftablifh an inter- 
courfe between the feveral colonies, now feparated 
by immenfe and uninhabited regions. The laws, 
which never have any power over men who are at 
too great a diftance from each other and from the 
magiftrate, could then be enforced. Commerce 
would not be perpetually interrupted by the im- 
poffibiliry of conveying the goods to the place of 
their deftination, even at a great expence. In cafe 
of a war, early notice would be given of the dan- 
ger, and {peedy and effectual affiftance procured. 
It Spain were by this plan deprived of fome few 
exports tbis trifling lofs would be greatly over- 
balanced by very confiderable advantages. The 
eafieft part of the labour we recommend would 

fall 
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fall to the lot of the natives, who are too indolent, BOOK 


VIIL. 


and, perhaps, too weak, to go through harder ———~ 


work. The reft wouid be reterved for the more 
active robuit African faves. 

Tuis foreign aid was thought of in the firft 
years after the difcovery of America, but was foon 
prohibited, from an apprehenfion that the blacks 
corruptea the Americans, and might excite them 
to revolt. Las Cafas, who tinceflantly laboured 
to promote the happinefs of the Indians, obtained 
a repeal of that law, as thinking it prejudicial to 
their prefervation. At that period, a favourite 
obtained an exclufive grant for carrying four 
thoufand negroes to the Caribbee iflands. He fold 
his privilege to the Genoefe, who made an ill ufe 
of their monopoly. This fcandalous trade was 
fucceffively in the hands of the Caftilians, the 
 Portuguefe, the French, and the Enelifh. It is at 
lait returned to the Spaniards, who Carry it on in 
the leaft advantageous way for the benefit of 
their country. “F heir moft dangerous enemies 
become their agents, and ali their connections are 
with Britifh fubjects. 

Ir political confiderations can juftify a trade fo 
repugnant to humanity, Spain ought to carry it on 
without the affiftance of foreign countries; and muft 
not be difcouraged by the want of forts on the coatt 
of Africa. This obftacle may be furmounted by re- 
ceiving directly from the Eaft-Indies the commo- 
dities that are fit for the barbarous regions of 
Africa; by giving bounties to enccurage the in 

: 2 troduction 
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BOOK : e : s 
PLT troduction of negroes into the Spanifh colonies, 


| inftead of clogging it with duties. Then tchofe 
countries, which have for fo long a time been ina 
declining ítate will flourifh again ; and their pro- 
duétions, which at prefent do not exceed twenty- 
feven or twenty-eight millions of livres * a year, 
will then be extended as much as the confump- 
tion of Spain and of all Europe will admit them 
to be. 

WHEN government has fuccefsfully turned its 
attention towards bringing the working of the 
mines to a greater degree of perfection, and to 
the improvement of agriculture in the American 
provinces it wilł then be neceflary to confider how 
thefe riches may be tranf{mitted to the mother- 
caquntry. Experience muft have taught her that 
the vigilance of her guarda coftas, and the fidelity 
of her commanders are often and eafiky eluded by 
the contraband trade. 

Atv the nations whofe fetrlements are near the 
Spanifh colonies, have always endeayoured, by 
fraudulent means, to appropriate to themfelves 
the treafures and produce of that indolent nation. 
The Porruguefe have turned their views towards 
the river Plata 4 the Danes, the French, and the 
Dutch, upon the coaít of Carthagena and Porto- 
Bello. The fubjects of Great Britain, who were 
not ignorant of thefe different means have faund 
that the ceffions made to them by the laft treaty, 
have openéd to them a new method of getting a 

larger 
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larger fhareof thofe richfpoils. Allthefe nations have B a 
{ucceeded in their attempts, by deceiving or brib- ——~ 
ing the guarda coftas; but the Englifh, fure of 
being countenanced by government, have carried 
on in full peace, and by force of arms an illicit 
trade in foreign countries, which in their own is 
punifhed with death. This kind of trade is fo 
openly authorifed by their naval force, that there 
is actually a public contract between the navy and 
the merchants, by whieh the man of war is en- 
titled to five per cent. on the fale made by the 
{tmuggler, as a reward for protecting him. 

IsnE governors are ftill more remifs in their 
duty than the guarda coftas. Though corruption 
is Carried to very great excefs in Spain, it is ftill 
greater in the Indies. The viceroys as well as the 
loweft cuftom-houfe officers, who are fent to Ame- 
rica, are. all equally deftitute of the fmalleft fenti- 
ments of patriotifm. They have all bought their 
places ; and are defirous of making the greateit 
advantage of them 3; every one is in hafte to make 
his fortune, the only motive that induced him to 
leave his wountry; all want to have an adequate 
compenfation for the danger they have expofed 
themfelves to by a change of climate. It is neceffary 
for them to improve every inftant of time, as they 
feldom keep their places longer than three or five 
years. One would imagine the court of Madrid, 
not being able to prevent this extortion, has endea- 
voured to render it lefs odious, bv making it more 
general. 


I 4 EVERY 
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BOOK Every mode of acquiring riches is deemed 
hiene lawful. The moft common is to permit the con- 
traband trade, and even to be concerned in it. It 
is eafy, expeditious and pleafanr. .In America 
none oppofe it, becaufe it fuits every periton. If 
the complaints of lome European merchants reach 
the court, they are eafily filenced by proper gra- 
tuities to minifters, confeffors, miftreffes, or fa- 
vourites. The delinquent not only eficapes pu- 
nifhment, but is rewarded, Nothing is fo well 
eftablifhed or fo generally known as this praétice, 
A Spaniard juft returned from America, where he 
had filled an important polít, was complaining toa 
friend of the injurious reports that were fpread con- 
cerning the ditchargeof his truft. Jf you are flandered, 
{fays his friend, you are undone , but if your extortions 
are not exaggerated, you bave nothing to do but to give 
up part of your plunder, and you will enjoy the remain- 
der peaceably, and even with credit. 

Tur queftion is how to eradicate abufes of fuch 
a long ftanding. As long as the management 
that has given rife to them: fubfifts, the frnuggler 
will carry on his trade, and thote who ar€ appointed 
to prevent it will protect him. Spain will never 
reftore good order, but by lowering the duties, 
and altering her. method of intercourfe with her 
colonies. 

Tue Spaniards, whoie fituation will not admit 
of their manufacturing all they want to fupply their 
American colonies, muit appropriate to themfelves 
the labours of every nation in Europe. They 

muit 
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muft confider themfelves as merchants in the midit B Sa 
of manufacturers. They muft fupply them with ——,—~ 
materials ; pay them a reafonable price for their 
labour, by making a proper allowance for the ad- 
ditional value their induftry has given tothe natu- 
ral produétions ; and then they muft difpofe of 
them to the beft advantage to the feveral con- 
fumers. 

THESE maxims are too fimple in themfelves to 
have efcaped them; but they have made a wrong 
application of them. [hey have always been 
mifled by their wants or their avidity of gain. 
Yhey have conftantly feparated the interefts of the 
crown from thofe of the people, and, therefore, 
have found no impropriety in laying the duties too 
high. None of their minifters feem to have con- 
fidered; that the riches of the people are the true 
riches of the ftate. Poffibly, they may have been 
fo infatuated as to imagine, that the burden of thefe 
duties fell upon the original owners of the merchan- 
dife. We can hardly doubt their acting upon 
this principle, when we fee that every intimation 
for lowering the duties has been rejected, as ruin- 
ous to the monarchy. That pernicious fpirit of 
finance, which daily becomes more injurious to 
the trade of Europe, has checked the direct inter- 
courfe that was formerly carried on between the 
mother country and her colonies. The contra- 
band trade has increafed in proportion as the du- 
ties have been raifed but it will be put an end to, 
whenever the tariff is fettled at a moderate rate, 

and 
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BOOK and navigation is freed from thofe fetters which 


VIII 


obítrućt its progrefs. 

Tose who are of opinion that the common 
method of fleets and gatleons is the beft, have 
been mifled by their prejudices in favour of cuf- 
tom, which is fo apt to govern the opinions of 
moft men. They were not aware that this tedious 
method would necefiarily prove deftructive. The 
illicit traders, informed by their emiffaries of the 
wants of the colonies, and abundantly provided 
with all they can be in need of, always arrive before 
the Spanifh fhips, who, finding the {ftorehoufes 
full, are forced to fell their goods under prime 
coft; or, which is {till worfe, cannot difpofe of 
them at all. If, ta prevent this inconvenience, 
they are fent out later, this is an additional encou- 
ragement to the {mugglers, whofe magazines be- 
ing conftantly fupplied with frefh merchandife, 
can never be exhautted. 

To prevent this deftructive competition, it has 
often been propofed to the Spaħifh. government to 
eftablifh trading companies for the commerce of 
America ; but the court of Madrid has always re- 
jected this fcheme, as a pernicious monoply, worfe, 
perhaps, than the toleration of an illicit trade. 
‘Though ignorant of thetrue principlesof commerce, 
they were fenfible that exclufive privileges, always 
prejudicial even to the moft aétive nations, muft 
necefflarily prove ruinous to one, whofe induftry 
is not fuffictently excited. 











No- 
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Noruinc but an entire freedom in the trade B nM 
from Cadiz, can put an effectual ftop to fmug- =~ 
gling, and give commerce the advantage of being; 
extended as far as poffible. It is the intereft of 
Spain, .as well as of all other nations that have 
colonies in America, to fend thither great quan- 
tities of the produce and commodities of Eu- 
rope, and to bring home much.of thofe of Ame- 
rica. Thefe meafures are infeparably connected. 
The one is impoffible without the other, and both 
are inconfiftent with reltraint. 

Tre colonies wili find a great advantage in this 
fy ítem, which will bring plenty into their ports. 
A camperition among many fellers has ever been 
and will always be advantageous to the purchafer. 

By this happy change, the mother country will 
lence the murmurs of fome:perfons, who have 
prown-difcontented either becaufe they have been 
left unprovided with the neceffariesof hfe, or have 
been forced to pay an extravagant price for them. 
The cheapnefs of commodities will occafion the 
fall of fome manufactures, which ‘had been efta- 
blifhed from mere neceffity, and which could not 
be fafely abolifhed by authority. Spain will turn 
the labours of induftry towards agriculture, which 
will then become, as it ought to be, the moft 
profitable employment. Laftly, her navigation 
will be increafed twice or three times beyond its 
prefent ftate, for it is now fo flow in its operations, 
as to endanger public property, and too often ex- 
pofe ic to fail into the hands of an enemy. 
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Att the European nations that are in the leaft 


u concerned in this trade, will carry it on to better 





advantage. If the method of doing this by a fleet 
of fhips, which limits the quantity of goods that 
may be fhipped at Cadiz, is more Kemereerratules to 
the few merchants concerned in that bufinefs, a 
freedom to every one to fend over as much as he 
pleafes, on paying the duties, will reduce the price 
and increafe the confumption of the commodities. 
Trade will then be confiderably increafed in Eu- 
rope. The profit of each:nation will be greater, 
though that of each private man will be lefs. T he 
fairft of thefe advantages is infinitely preferable tq 
the laft. 

Wee are fenfible that this free trade, which we 
think abfolutely neceffary, will no fooner be open- 
ed, but it will be carried to excefs by a boundlefs 
emulation. This muft be expected from the eager- 
nefs and imprwuedence of the merchants. Perhaps, 
it may be beneficial. The motner country will have 
exported a greater quantity of her produce, and 
received richer returns. The colonifts, encouraged 
by the cheapnefs of the commodities, will allow 
themfelves fome indulgencies they never could yet 
afford, will feel new wants, and confequenrly 
will apply themfelves to new labours. ‘Traders, 
warned by the lofs of part of their capital, will 
become more induftrious, circumfpect, and dili- 
gent in their expeditions. Even admitting that too 
great a competition might prove areal evil, it 
could never be a lafting one. To endeavour to 


pre- 
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prevent this by laws that would be deftructive of B oe 
all freedom, would be to prevent a fortunate re- w. ——s 
volution by a perpetual oppreffion. As {foon as 

Spain is undeceived, the trade of her colonies 

will no longer be a mere monopoly, her religion 

mere fuperftition, nor her government an abfolute 
tyranny. Hier good example, and a happy rival- 

fhip, may, poffibly, induce Portugal, whofe con- 

duét has not hitherto appeared more enlightened 

than that of Spain, to adopt the fame plan of re- 
formation, with regard to the Brazils. 


EnD or THE EIGHTH Book. 


BOOK 
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IX. 





Settlement of the Portuguefe in the Brazils. The 


wars they bave fuftained there. Produce and rich¢s 
of tbat country. 














- ma T Brazit is an immenfe continent in South 
——v——" America. It is bounded on the north by the river 
DOifcovery 





of the Bra- Of the Amazons, on the South by Paraguay, on 
zils by the 


Porma the weít by a long ridge of mountains that divide 

gucie. it from Peru, and on the eafk by the northern 

ocean. The extent of the fea-coaft is fuppofed to 

be no lefs than twelve hundred leagues.. The in- 
land parts are too little known to enable us to form 

any eftimate of their extent. A fucceffion of hills 
runs all along from north to fouth, from whence 
iffue many large rivers, fome of which fall into the 
ocean, and fome into the Plata. 

Ir Columbus, in his third voyage in 1499, had 
continued hjs courfe to the fourh, when he came 
to the entrance of the Oronooko, he could not 
poffibly have mified the Brazils; but he chofe to 
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fteer to the north-weft, towards the guiph thatB OOF 
lies between that river and Florida. The fettle- ~~ 
ments already made there, the gold they produc- 
ed, and the hopes of finding a way to the Eatt 
Indies, were fo many inducements to purfue that 
track. 

PETER ALVAREZ CABRAL had the honour of 
difcovering the Brazils the following year by 
chance. This Portuguefe admiral was going with 
a fleet beyond the Cape of Good Hiope. To avoid 
falling in with the calms on the coaft of Africa, he 
kept fo far out at fea, that he came within fight of 
an unknown land lying toweftward. He was cri- 
ven thither by ftrefs of weather, and anchored on 
the coaft in the 15th degree of fouth latitude, at 
a place which he called Porto-Seguro. He took 
poffeffion of the country, but made no fertlement 
in it, and gave it the name of Santa Cruz, which 
was afterwards changed for that of Brazil, becaufe 
the Brazil wood was the moft valuable produćl ton 
of that country to the Europeans, who ufed it in 
dying. 

As this country had been difcovered in going to 
India, and it was doubtful whether it was nota 
part of that, it was at firt comprifead under the 
fame general title, but was diftinguifhed by the 
appellation of Weft Indies, becaufe the Portuguefe 
went to India by the eaft, and to the Brazils by the 
weft. This name was afterwards gjven to all 
America, and the Americans were very impro- 
perly called Indians. 
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Tuus it is that the names of plcces and things, 


Ama accidentally given by ignorant men, have always 


perplexed philofophers, who have been defirous 
of tracing the origin of thefe names from nature, 
and not from circumftances merely incidental, and 
oftentimes quite foreign to the natural properties 
of the things denoted by them. Nothing can be 
more {ftrange, for inftance, than to dice Europe 
tran{planted into America, and there regenerated 
as it were, in the names and forms of our Euro- 
pean cities, and in the laws, manners, and reli- 
gion of our continent. But fooner or later the 
climate will refume its influence, and reinftate 
things in their proper order and with their origi- 
nal names, though with thofe veftiges of the 
change they have undergone, which a great re- 
volution always leaves behind it. Is it not probable 
that in three or four thouiand years hence, the 
hiftory of America at this prefent period will be 
as confufed, and as inexplicable to its inhabitants, 
as the hiftory of Europe previous to the rife of the 
Roman republic is obf{cure to us? Thus it is that 
men, the knowledge they have acquired, and the 
conjectures they have formed either with reipedct 
to events that are paffed, or to future tranfaétions, 
are all fubjeét to the laws and motions of nature, 
who purfues her own courfle, without paying the 
leaít regard either to our projeéts or to our opi- 

nions. 
NoTHING tan afford us a more convincing proof 
of this great truth, than the imprudence and un- 
certainty 
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certainty of all the defigns and ations of Men B OOK 
even in their moft important undertakings, the IX- 
blindnefs with which their inquiries are puriued, a 
and more efpecially the improper ufe they make of 
their difcoveries. As foon as the court of Lifbon 
had ordered a furvey to be taken of the harbours, 
bays, rivers, and coafts of Brazil, and was con- 
vinced that the country afforded neither gold nor 
filver, they held it in fuch contempt that they fent 
thither none but condemned criminals and aban- 
doned women. 

Two fhips were fent every year from Portugal], Account 
to carry the refufe of the kingdom to this new Nt ga 
world, and to bring home parrots, and woods for $°t bY 


Portugal 
the dyers and cabinet-makers. Ginger was after- to the Bra- 


wards added, but was foon prohibited, left i 
fhoald interfere with the fale of the fame article 
from India. 

Asta was then the object that attracted all men. 
It was the road to fortune, to power, and to fame. 
The great exploits of the Portuguefe in India, and 
the wealth they brought from thence, gave their 
nation fuch a fuperiority in all parts of the world, 
that every individual wifhed to partake of it. The 
enthufiafm was general. No perion, indeed, went 
over voluntarily to America, but thofe unfortunate 
men whom the inguifition had doomed to deftruc- 
tion were added to the convicts already tranfported 
thither. 

THERE never was a {ftrongcr and more invete- 
rate hatred than that which the Portuguefe have 

Vor- Lit. K always 
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BOO K.aiways entertained againft the Spaniards. Not- 


withftanding this national antipathy, which is of fo 


——--— long a ftanding that its origin cannot be traced, and 


fo conGrmed that it can never be expected to ceafe, 
they have borrowed moft of their maxims from a 
neighbour, whofe power they dreaded as much as 
they detefted its manners. Whether from a fimi- 
larity of climate and temper, or from a conformity 
of circumftances, they have adopted the wortt of its 
inftitutions. “They could not imitate any one more 
horrid than the inquifition. 

Tars bloody tribunal, erected in Spain in 141482, 
by a combination of policy and fanaticifm, under 
the reign of Ferdinand and Ifabella, was no fooner 
adopted by John III, than it ftruck terror inte 
every family. To eftablifh its authority, and af- 
terwards to fupport ir, no lefs than four or five hun- 
dred viétims were annually facrificed, a tenth parr 
of which was burnt alive, and the reft banifhed to 
Africa or to the Brazils. The fury of this tribunat 
was particularly exerted againít thofe who were 
fulpecied of fodomy; a crime of later date in the 
kingdom, and almott unavoidable in hot climates, 
where celibacy prevails. It allo protecuted force- 
rers, who, in thofe times of ignorance were as 
much dreaded, as their number was multiplied by 
the credulity, bigotry, and barbarifm that pre- 
wailed all over l“urope. The Mohanimedans, 
though greatly decreated fince they had loft the 
empire, were alfo perfecuted by the inquifition ; 


but 
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but more efpecially the Jews, becaufe they were the Bo o k 


richett. 


In. 


It is well known that when the Jews, who had ~~ 


long been confined to a very imall fpot upon the 
face of the earth, were difperfed by the Romans, 
many of them took refuge in Portugal. There 
they multiplied after the Arabs had conquered 
Spain, were fuffered to enjoy ali the rights of ci- 
tizens, and were not exclucied from public offices, 
till chat country had recovered its independence. 
This firft act of oppreMon aid not prevent twenty 
thoufand Jewifh families from removing thitner, 
when after the conguet of Granada, the catholic 
kings compelled them to quit Spain or change 
their religion. Each family paid twenty livres * 
for the liberty of fettling tm Portugal. Superiti- 
tion foon induced John Ii. toaggrawate the iuffer- 
ings of that perfecuted nation: he demanded of 
them 20,000 crowns +, and atterwards reduced 
them to a ftate of flavery. In 1496, Emanuel 
banifhed all thofe who refufed to embrace the chri- 
{tian religion ; thofe who complied were reftored 
to their freedom, and foon engrceffed the Afiatic 
terade, which then began to be laid open to every 
one. The eftablifhmentc of the inquifition in 1548, 
proved a check to their activity. Their mif- 
truft was increafed by the fregqucnt confifcations 
made by that odious tribunal, and by the taxes 
which government extorted from them at different 
zimes. They were in hopes of purchafing feme 

K 2 tran- 
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tranguilliry, by furnifhing Sebattian with 250,000 
livres * for his African expedition; but unfortu- 
nately for them, that imprudent monarch came to 
an untimely end. Philip II, who foon after ex- 
tended his dominion over Portugal, enacted that 
fuch of his fubjeéts as were defcended from a Jew 
or a Moor, fhould be excluded from atl ecclefiaf- 
tical or civil employments. This mark of infamy, 
with which all the new converts to Chriftianity 
were branded, gave them fuch a difguft for a 
country where even the greateft opulence could 
not exempt them from being ftigmatized, that 
they removed with their wealth to Bourdeaux, 
Antwerp, Hlamburgh, and other towns witk 
which they had regular connections. This emi- 
gration was the occafion of a great revolution; it 
diverted the commerce, which till then had cen- 
tered in Spain and Portugal, tnto other countries, 
and deprived thofe two nations of the advantages 
the one derived from the Eaft and the other from 
the Weft Indies. 

Berore tchefe laft periods, the Jews who had 
been ftripped of their property by the inquifition, 
and banifhed to the Brazils, were not yet entirely 


forfaken. Many of them found kind relations and 


faithful friends ; others, who were knownto be men 
ot probity and underitanding, obtained money in 
advance from merchants of different nations with 
whom ‘they had formerly ‘had tranfactions. By 


this afiftance fome enterprifing men among them 
were 
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merc enabled to-cultivate fugar. canes, which they BO O K 
Girft procured from the ifland of Madeira. IX. 

Sucar, which till then on account Py ee | <n aed 
fcarcity had been wfed only in medicine, be- 
came an article of luxury. Princes, and the rich 
and great, were all eager to procure themfelves 
this new fpecies of indulgence. This circumf{tance 
proved favourable to Brazil, and enabled it to ex- 
tend its fugar plantations. The court of Lifbon, 
notwithftanding its prejudices, began to be icn- 
fible that a colony might be beneficial to the mo- 
ther country, without producing gold or filver. 

It now looked with lefs contempt en an immenfe 

region that chance had thrown in its way, and 
which it had always confidered as a place fit only 
to contain the refufe of the kingdom. This fet- 
tlement, which had been wholly left to the capri- 
cious management of the colonifts, was now 
thought to deferve fome kind of attention, and ac- 
cordingly Fhomas de Soufa was fent thither in 
1549, to regulate and fuperintend it. 

Tuis able governor began by reducing thefe 
men, who had always lived in a Rate of anarchy, 
into proper fubordination, and bringing their 
tcatrered plantations clofer together ; after which, 
he applied himfelf to acqutre fome information 
refpecting the natives, with whom he knew he 
muft be inceflantly engaged, either in trafic or 














in warn Ir was no ealy matter to accompht{h this. 
Reaver was tull of finall nations, fome oF which 
snhabiteci the forefls. and others bvect in the plarns 


“3 amt 





r34 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 


B OoOOoKand along the rivers. Some had iertled habita- 
ix. tions, but a greater number led a roving life. Mott 


—— of them had no intercourtfe with each other. T hote 
that were not divided by inceflant wars, were lo 
by hereditary hatred and jealoufy. Some lived by 
hunting and fithing, others by agriculture. All 
thefe caufes muft have produced a vifibie differ- 
ence in the employments and cuftoms of thefe te- 
veral nations; yet their general character was very 


fimuilar. 

Chaa Tue Brazilians in general are of the fize of the 

toms ofthe Europeans, bur not fo ftour, They are fubjećt to 

Brazilians. fewer diftempers, and it is no uncommon thing 
among them to fee men live upwards of a hundred 
years. Formerly they wore no clothing, but 
fince the Europeans have become acquainted with 
them, they commonly cover the middle part of 
their bodies. The ornaments of the women differ 
from thofe of the men, for they wear their hair ex- 
tremely long, whereas the men cut theirs quite 
fhort; the women wear bracelets of bones of a 
beautiful white, the men necklaces of the fame 3 
the women paint their faces, and the men their 
bodies. 


TrHuouvcu the language of the Topinambous is 
generally fpoken all along the fea-coafts, yet every 
nation on that vaft continent has its own peculiar 
idiom. Some of thefe languages are faid to be 
expreffive, but they are none of them copious, nel- 
ther have they any words to convey general and 
abftract ideas. This poverty of language, which 
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is common to all nations of South America, ISAR OOK 


convincing proof of the little progrefs the human 
underftanding has made in thefe countries. The 
analogy between the words in the feveral languages 
of this continent fhews that the reciprocal traní- 
migrations of thefe favages have been frequent. 
Pofibly by comparing their languages with thofe 
of Africa, of the E.aft-Indies and of Europe, the 
origin of the Americans may one day be traced, 
after the long and fruitlefs fearch, which has hither- 
to employed the labours of fo many learned men. 

In ancient times the food of the Brazihans was 
very fimple. It might have been expected to have 
been more varied when they came to be acquaint- 
ed with our domeftic animals ; yet thofe who live 
by the fea ide ftill continue to feed upon the fhell- 
fith they pick up on the fhore. Along the rivers 
they always live by fifhing, and in the forefts by 
hunting. When thefe precarious provifions fail, 
they feed upon roots, that either grow fpontane- 
oufly, or require bur little culture. 

Trese favages are averfe from all labour, and 
pafs their time in idlenefs, eating and dancing. 
Their fongs are but one tedious uniform tone, 
without any modulations, and commonty turn up- 
on their loves or their warlike actions. 

TVuHeEerirR amusements are not interrupted by the 
worfhip of a fupreme being, for they know of 
none; nor is their tranquillity difturbed by the 
dread of a future ftate, of which rhey have no 
idea. "They have, however, their magicians, who, 
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Boo K by ftrange contortions, fo far work upon the cre- 


Ix. 


dulity of the people as to throw them into violent 


——v—— convulfions. If the impoftures of thefe magi- 


cians are detected, they are immediately put to 
death, which ferves in fome degree to check the 
{pirit of deceit. 

Tarse atheifts are equally ftrangers to all no- 
tions of fubordination and fubmiffion, which among 
©urfelves are originally derived from the idea of 
a fupreme being. They cannot conceive that any 
perion can have the audacity to command, much 
jlefs that any one can be fo weak as to obey. But 
they fhew moft deference to the man who has 
killed the greateft number of his enemies. 

Tue Brazilians all follow their own inclinations, 
and like moft other favages, fhew no particular 
attachment to their native place. The love of 
our country, which is a ruling paffian in civilized 
(tates ; which in good governments rifes to enthu- 
Giafm, and in bad ones grows habitual; which for 
whole centuries together perpetuates in every na- 
tion its difpofition, cuftoms, and tafte: this love 
of our country is but a factitious fentiment arifing 
fram fociety, but unknown in the ftate of nature. 
The moral life of a favage is the very reverie of 
that of the civilized man, The latter enjoys the 
gifts of nature only in his infancy. As his ftrengcth 
increafes and his underftanding unfolds itfelf, he 
lofes fight of the prefent, and is wholly inrente 
upon the future. Thus the age of paffions and . 
pleafures, the time deftined by nature for enjoy- 
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ment, is fpent in fpeculation and difappointment. BOO K 
‘The heart denies itfelf what it wifhes for, laments Ix. 
the indulgencies it has allowed itfelf, and is equal- “~~~—~ 
ly tormented by its felf-denials and its gratifica- 
tions. The civilized man incefflantly deploring 
his liberty which he has always facrificed, looks 
back with regret on his earlieft years, when a fuc- 
ceffion of new objects conftantly awakened his cu- 
riofity, and kept his hopes alive. He recollects 
with pleafure the ipot where he pafied his infant 
days ; the remembrance of his innocent delights 
endears them to his imagination, and forcibly at- 
tracts him to his native fpot: whereas the favage, 
who enjoys all the pleafures and advantages pecu- 
liar to every period of his life, and does not ab- 
{tain from them in expectation of greater indul- 
gence in old age, finds equally in all places objects 
fuited to his defires, and feels that the fource of 
his pleafures is in himfelf, and that his country is 
every where. 

TuouGu the tranquillity of the Brazilians is not 
the refult of any laws, diffentions are feldom heard 
of in their little focieties. If drunkennefs, or fome 
unfortunate incident fhould occafion a difpute, and 
fome life fhould be loft, the murderer is inftantly 
delivered up to the relations of the deceafed, who 
immediately facrifice him to their vengeance with- 
out hefitation; then both the families meet, and 
their reconciliation is fealed by a joyous and noilly 
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EBOOK Every Brazilian takes as many wives as he 
Ix.  pleafes, or as many as he can get, and puts them 
—— away when he is tired of them. When they vio- 
late their marriage vow, they are punifhed with 
death, and the hufband does not become an ob- 
ject of ridicule on account of the injury his wife 
has done him. When the women lie in, they 
keep their bed but a day or two; then the mother 
hanging the child to her neck in a cotton fcarf, 
returns to her ufual occupations without any kind 

of inconvenience. 

TRAVELLERS are received with diftinguifhed 
marks of civility in the Brazils. Wherever they 
come, they are furrounded with women, who wafh 
their feet, and welcome them with the moft ob- 
liging expreffions. Nothing is fpared for their en- 
tertainment ; but it would be an unpardonable af- 
front, were they to leave the family where they 
were firft entertained, in hopes of better accom- 
modation in another. This fptrit of hofpitality is 
one of the moít certain indications that man was 
intended for fociety: it is the moft valuable difpo- 
fition of the favage nations; and the point where 
the improvement of policy, and of all focial in- 
{titutions ought, perhaps, to reft. 

THe Brazilians affift one another in ficknefs 
with more than brotherly kindnefs and affection. 
If one of them receives a wound, his neighbour 
immediately comes and fucks it, and performs 
every other office of humanity with the fame rea- 
dinefs. They do not negicét the ufe of the heal- 
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ing plants that grow in their forefts; but they BOOK 


tru{ft more to abftinence than to medicine, and 
never allow their fick to tafte any food. 

Far from fhewing that indifference or weaknefs 
which makes us fhun the dead, and makes us un- 
willing to fpeak of them, or to remain in the 
places that might recall their image to our minds; 
thefe favages behold their dead with tender emo- 
tions, recount their exploits with complacency, 
and celebrate their virtues with tranfporr. “They 
are buried upright in a round grave; and if the 
deceafed was the head of a family, his plumes, 
his necklaces and his arms are interred with him. 
When a clan removes to another place, which 
often happens merely for the fake of changing, 
every family fixes fome remarkable {tones over the 
graves of their moft ref{pedctable relations, and they 
never approach thofe monuments of grief with- 
out breaking out into dreadful outcries, not un- 
like the fhouts with which they make the air re- 
found when they are going to battle. 

Miorives of intereft or ambition have never 
prompted the Brazilians to war. The defire of 
avenging their relations or friends, has always 
been the occafion of their moft fenguinary con- 
te{ts. Their chiefs, or rather their orators, are 
old men, who determine the commencement of 
hoftilities, give the fignal for marching, anci exert 
themfelves during the march, in repeating expret- 
fons of itnplacable hatred. Sometimes even the 
march of the army is fufpended to liften to thefe 
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pafionate harangues, that laft for many hours. 
This cufttom makes thofe long fpeeches we meet 
with in Homer, and in the Roman hiftorians ap- 
pear more probable ; but in thofe Gays, the noife 
of the artillery did not drownthe voices of the 
generals. 

THE combatants are armed with a club of ebony, 
fix feet long, one foot broad, and an inch thick. 
Their bows and arrows are of the fame wood. 
{heir iníftrumenrts of martial mufic are futes made 
of the bones of their enemies. They are equally 
calculated to infpire courage, as our drums, which 
ftifle our fenfe of danger, and as our trumpets, which 
give the fignal and, perhaps, the fear of death. 
‘Their generals are the foldiers who have ditftin- 
sulfhed themfelves moft in former wars. 

WHEN the agegreffor arrives on the enemy’s 
frontiers, the women who carry the provifions 
halt, while the warriors advance through the 
woods. The attack is never made openly. They 
conceal themfelves at fome diftance from the habi- 
tations, that they may have the advantage of a 
durprife on their enemies. When it is dark, they 
fet fire to the huts, and avail themfelves of the 
confufion this occafions, to fatisfy their fury that 
knows no bounds. Thofe who cannot avoid con- 
ing to open fight, divide into platoons and lie in 
ambufh. If they are difcovered and routed by 
fuperior forces, they hide themfelves in the deepeft 
recefies of the woods. Their courage feldom con- 
hits in maintaining their ground. 
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THE ambition of the Brazilians is to makeaBOookK 





great many prifoners. Thefe are brought home 
to the conqueror’s village, where they are flain and 
eaten with folemnity. The feaft lafts a long time, 
and during the continuance of it, the old men ex- 
hort the young to become intrepid warriors, that 
they may extend the glory of their nation, and 
often procure themfelves fuch an honourable re- 
paft. This inclination for human flefh is never fo 
prevalent as to induce the Brazilians to devour fuch 
of their enemies as have fallen in battle ; they on- 
ly eat thofe who have been taken alive, and after- 
wards put to death with certain ceremonies. It 
fhould feem that the fpirit of revenge alone could 
give a tafte for food which human nature abhors. 

Tue treatment of prifoners of war has varied 
according to the degree of perfection human rea- 
fon has gradually attained. The moft civilized 
nations ranfom them, exchange or reftore them at 
the conclufion of a war. Nations that are not yet 
completely civilized, claim them as their property, 
and make them flaves. The common favages 
maffacre them without putting them to torture. 
The moft favage people of all, torture, kill, and 
eat them. This is their law of nations. 

Tuts anthropophagy, however, is fometimes a 
kind of malady or tafte, that feizes fome indivi- 
duals even among the muldeft favages. Thefe 
fpecies of affaffins, or lunatics, whichever we pleafe 
to call them, withdraw from their bhord, and lurk 
alone in fome corner of a foreft, where they be 
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B-O OK 1n wait for the pafienger, as huntímen or favages 
ix. do for game, drag him in, kill and devour him. 
—r Waen this difpofition is not a malady, the taft- 
ing of human fñfefh in the facrifices made of pri- 
foners, and a habit of indolence, may be reckon- 
ed among the caufes of this private anthropophagy. 
The civilized man lives by labour, and the {avage 
by the chace. Among us, ftealing is the readieft 
and eafieft way of acquiring. Among the fa- 
vages, killing a man, and eating him if his flefh 
is good, is the eafieft way of hunting. A man is 
much fooner killed than an animal. Among us, 
an indolent man wants money, and will not take 
the pains to earn it. Among the favages, an in- 
dolent man wants to eat, and will not take the 
pains to go a hunting; and the fame vice leads 
both to the fame crime; for in all countries lazi- 
nefs is a confumer of men; and in this view, an- 
thropophagy is {till more common in fociery than 
in the forefts of America. If ever we have an 
opportunity of examining thofe among the favages 
who are addicted to anthropophagy, we fhail find 
them weak, cowardly, lazy, and given up to the 

fame vices as Our murderers and vagrants are. 

We know that if opulence is the parent of vice, 
poverty is the parent of crimes; and this principle 
holds as true in the forefts as in cities. The opu- 
lence of a favage confifts in plenty of game; his 
poverty in a fcarcity of it. Now, the crimes thart 
poverty tempts men to commit are theft and mur- 
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der. The civilized man robs and murders that he poo K 


may live; the favage kills that he may eat. 


ix. 


Wren this difpofition is a malady, the phy- ~~ 


cian will inform us that a favage may be affected 
with canine hunger, as well as a civilized man. 
If the favage is weak, and has not ftrength to go 
through the fatigue of procuring a fufficiency to 
fatisfy his hunger, what will he be induced toda? 
Fie will kill his neighbour and eat him. Fie is 
able to hunt but for a certain time, but the crav- 
ings of his appetite are continual. 

There are numberlefs diforders and natural de- 
feéts, which are either attended with no ill confe- 
quence, or produce quite contrary effeéts in focie- 
ty, but which muít unavoidably conduce to an- 
thropophagy in a favage, whofe fole property is 
his life. 

Att the moral defeéts which lead the focial 
man to theft, muft lead the favage to the fame ; 
now, the only thefr a favage is tempted to com- 
mit, is on the life of another whom he thinks fr 
to cat. 

In the Brazils, the heads of the dead are care- 
fully preferved, and fhewn to ali ftrangers as mo- 
numents of valour and victory. The heroes of 
thofe favage mations bear their exploits imprinted 
on their limbs, by incifions which command re- 
{pect from their countrymen. Thefe are ro gol- 
den or fiken ornaments that an enemy can de- 
prive them cf. They account it an honour to 
have been disGeured in battle. In thofe regions, 
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BOOK a man rifes in efteem the more he is covered with 
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Succes 


the Portu- 


guefe in 





blood. 

Sucu manners did not difpofe the Brazilians to 
fubmit to the joke which the Portuguete wanted 
to impofe upon them on their firft arrival. At 
firftt, they only declined all intercourfe with thefe 
ftrangers ; but finding they were purfued in order 
to be made flaves, and to be employed in the la- 
bours of the field, they took the refolution to 
murder and devour all the Europeans they could 
feize upon. The friends and relations of the fa- 
vages that were taken prifoners alfo ventured to 
make frequent attempts to refcue them, and were 
fometimes fuccefsful. This brought on an increafe 
of enemies againft the Portuguefe, who were forced 
to attend to the double employments of labour 
and war. 

Sousa did not bring forces fufficient to change 
the fituation of affairs. Indeed, by building San 








theBrazils. Salvador, he gave a center to the colony, but the 


honour of fettling, extending, and making it re- 
ally ufeful to the mother country, was referved to 
the Jefuirs who attended him. Thote intrepid 
men, who have always been prompted by motives 
of religion or of ambition to undertake great ac- 
tions, difperfed themfelves among the Indians. 
Such of thefe miffionaries as were murdered from 
hatred to the Portuguefe name, were immediately 
replaced by others, who were infpired with none 
but fentiments of peace and charity. This mag- 
nanimity confounded the barbarians, who had ne- 
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ver had any idea of forgivenefs. By degrees they be-BOOK 
gan to place fome confidence in men who feemed ——~ 
to feek them only with a view of making them 

happy. Their attachment to the miffionaries grew 

into a paffionate fondnefs. When a Jefuit was ex- 

pected in one of their nations, the young people 

flocked to meet him, concealing themfelves in the 

woods along the road As he drew near they 

fallied forth, played upon their pipes, beat their 

drums, danced, and made the air refound with 

joyful fongs ; and in fhort, omitted nothing that 

could exprefs their tatisfaction. At the entrance 

of the village the old men and chief inhabitants 

were affembled, who expreffed as much joy, but 

with more fedatenefs. A little further on, flood 

the women and young girls, in a refpectful pof- 

ture fuitable to their iex. Then they all joined, 

and conduéted their father in triumph to the place 

where they were affembled. “There he inftruéted 

them in the fundamental doctrines of religion, 
exhorted them to a regularity of manners, tca 
love of juftice, to brotherly charity, and to an ab- 
horrence for human blood 3; after which he bap- 
tized them. 

As thefe miffionaries were too few in number to 
tranfact all the bufinefs themfelves, they frequently 
deputed fome of the moft intelligent Indians in 
their ftead. T hele men, proud of fo glorious an 
ofice, diftributed hatchets, knives and looking 
elafies among the favaces they met with, and re- 
prefenred the Portuguele as a harmilefs, hunsane 
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BOOK and good fort of people. They rever returned 

—— from their excurfions without bringing with them 
fome of the Brazilians, who followed them from 
motives of curiofity. When tchofe favages had 
ance feen the Jefuits it was with difficulty that they 
ever quitted them. When they returned home, 
it was to invite their families and friends to come 
and fhare their happinefs, and to difplay the pre- 
fents they had received. 

Ir any one fhould doubt thefe happy effects of. 
kindnefs and humanity over favage nations, let him 
only compare the progrefs the Jefuits have made, 
in a very fhort time, in South America, with what 
the forces and navy of Spain and Portugal have noe 
been able to effeét in the fpace of two centu- 
ries. While multitudes of foldiers were employed 
in changing two great and civilized empires into 
deferts inhabited by roving favages, a few mifio- 
naries have changed little wandering clans into fe- 
veral great and civilized nations. If thefe aétive 
and courageous men had been lefs infected with 
the fpirit of the church of Rome ; if when formed 
into a fociety in the moft intriguing and corrupt 
court in Europe, they had not infinuated them- 
felves into other courts to influence all political 
events ; if the chiefs of the order had not made an 
ill ufe of the very virtues of their members: the 
old and new world would ftill have reaped the 
advantage of the labours of a fet of men, who 
might have been made ufeful, had they been pre- 
vented from being neceffary; and the eighteenth 
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century would not have had caufe to be afhamed B 9 9 K 
of the enormities that have attended the fuppreíflion Generel occa 
of the fociety; nor would France at this time with 
a fpirit of meannefs and rapacity unworthy of her 
ereatnefs, be employed in perfecuting her martyrs 
and apoftles. 

Tre Brazilians had too much caufe of hatred 
againít the Europeans, not to miftruft their kind- 
nefs ; but their diffidence was in iome meafure re- 
moved by a fignal act of juftice. 

Tue Portuguefe had formed the fettlement of 
St. Vincent on the fea-coaft, in the 24th degree 
of fouth latitude. There they traded peaceably 
with the Cariges, the mildeft and moft civilized 
nation in all the Brazils. The advantages they 
reaped from this connection could not reftrain 
them from feizing upon feventy men to make flaves 
of them. The perfon who had committed the offence 
was condemned to carry the prifoners back to the 
place from whence he had taken them, and to 
make the proper excufes for fo heinous an infult. 
Two Jefuits who were appointed to difpofe the 
Indians to accept this fatisfaétion, which would 
never have been offered but at their defire, gave 
notice of it to Farnacaha, the moft refpecétable man 
of his nation. Hie came out to meet them, and 
embracing them with tears of joy; ** My fathers» 
< {faid he, we confent to forget all that is paft, 
<< and to enter into a freth alliance with the Por- 
but let them for the future be more 
ore obfervant of the rights of 
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BOOK <¢ Our attachment entitles us at leaft to equitable. 


Ix. 


‘e proceedings. We are called barbarians, yet 
<e we refpect juftice and our friends.” The mif- 
fionaries having engaged that for the future their 
nation fhould more religioufly obferve the laws of 
peace and unity, Farancaha proceeded thus; “< If 
<< you doubt the faith of the Cariges, I will give 
<< you a proof of it. I have a nephew for whom 
<< I have a great affection ; he isthe hope of my 
<< family, and the comfort of his mother; fhe 
cec would die with grief if fhe were to lofe her fon. 
<< Yer I will deliver him to you as a hoftage. 
< Take him along with you, cultivate his young 
<< mind, take care of his education, and inftruét 
<< him in your religion. Let his manners be gentle 
<< and pure. I hope, when you return, you will 
<< inftruét me alfo, and enlighten my mind.” 
Many of the Cariges followed his example, and 
fent their children to St. Vincent’s for education. 
The Jefuits were too artful not to take great ad- 
vantage of this event; but it does not appear that 
they ever had any intention to deceive the Indians 
by inculcating fubmiffion. Avarice had not yet 
pofiefied the minds of thefe mifMfionaries; and the 
intereft they had at court, fecured fufMficient refpect 
in the colony, to make the fituation of their con- 
verts a fortunate one. 

Tris time of tranquillity was improved to the 
advancement of the fugar-trade, by means of the 
Maves procured from Africa. That vaft region 
bad no fooner been difcovered and fubdued by the 
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Portuguefe, than they brought away a great num- B — 
ber of faves from thence, who were employed by eae el 


the mother country in domeftic fervices and in 
clearing the lands. This cuftom, one of thofe 
which have moft contributed to corrupt the cha- 
racter of the nation, was introduced much later in 
the American fettlements, where it did not com- 
mence till about the year £530. The number of 
negroes was much increafed in America at thrs 
period. The natives did not, indeed, {hare their 
labours, but they did not obftruct them, as they 
did at firft: they rather encouraged them, by de- 
voting themfelves to lefs laborious employments, 
and by fupplying the colony with fome means of 
fubiftence. This harmony was productive of 
great advantages. 
Tre profperity of the colony, which was vili 








Enterpri- 
fes of the 


ble in all the markets of Europe, excited the envy French in 


of the French. Flhey attempted to make fettle- 
ments fucceffively at Rio-Janetro, Rio Grande, 
Paratba, and the ifland of Maragnan. Their le- 
vity would nat fuffer them to wait the ufually low 
progrefs of new undertakings ; and merely from 
inconftancy and impatience, they gave up prot- 
pects that were fuficient to have encouraged any, 
except fuch volatile {fpirits, that are as eafily dit- 
couraged as they are ready to undertake. The 
only valuable monument we have of their fruitliefs 
incurfions is a dialogue which more particularly 
fhews the natural good tenfe of the favages, as it 
is written with that fimplicity of ftile which dif. 
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BO OF tinguifhed the French language two hundred years, 
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a famplicity in which there were graces we 


cannot {till but regret. 


ss ‘THE Brazilians, lays Lery, one of the inter- 
locutors, being very much aftonithed to fee the 
French take fuch pains to eet their wood, one 
of their old men once afked me this queftion. 
What can be the -reafon that you Frenchmen 
come fo far to get wood for firing? Is there 
none in your own country? Fo which I anfwer- 
ed yes, and a great deal too, but not fuch as 
theirs, which we did not burn as he thought; but 
as they themfelves ufed it to dye their ttrings 
and their feathers, our people employed it alfo 
in dying. Hereplied; well, but do you want 
lo great a quantity’ Yes, iiaii I; for in our 
country there are fome merchants who have 
more rugs and fcarlet cloths than you ever faw 
in this country ; one of thefe will buy feveral 
cargoes of this wood. Fia hah! fays the fía- 
vage, thou telle{t me wonders. Then paufing 
upon what I had been telling him, he faid; but 
this very rich man thou talkeft of, is he never 
to dic? Yes, yes, laid I, as well as others. 
Upon which, as they are great talkers, he afked 
So then when he is dead, to whom 
does all the wealth he leaves belong ? It goes, 
faid I, to his children, or if he has none, toehis 
brothers, fitters, or next of kin. ‘Truly, fays 
the old man, now I fee that you Frenchmen are 
great fools; for, muft you work to hard and 

crofs 


me again ; 
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e“* crofs the fea to heap riches for them that comeBO OF 
‘ after you, as if the earth that has fed you was œ. —— 
< not fufficient to feed them too? We have chil- 

dren and relations whom we love, as thou feeft; 

but as we are fure that after our death, the earth 

that has provided for our fubfiltence will equal- 

“* ly provide for theirs, we are fatisfied.”’ 

‘THis mode of reafoning, fo natural to favaces 
who have no ambition, but fo repugnant to civi- 
lized nations who have experienced alt the ili ef- 
fects of luxury and avarice, made no great impref- 
fion onthe French. They could not withf{tand the 
temptation of riches, which all the maritime na- 
tions in Europe thirfted after at that time. The 
Dutch, who were become republicans by chance, 
and merchants from neceffity, were more perfe- 
vering and more fuccefsful than the Frenchin their 
attempts on the Brazils. The. nation they had to 
contend with was not more confiderable than their 
own, and like them was preparing to fhake off 
the yoke of Spain, though they {till fubmitted to 
that of a regal government. 

ALL hiftorical accounts are full of the adéts of TueDatch 
tyranny and cruelty that excited the low countries fen Be 
to rife againít Philip II. The richeft provinces ao “acl 
were retained or brought back under the yoke of ing derived 
a tyrannical government, while the poorcit, thar oe ae 
were in a manner under water, found means, by ean the 


from their 


more than human efforts, to fecure their indepen- Sa a a ol 


dence. W hen their liberty was ñrmly eRablithed, from is. 
they attacked their enemy upon the remoteft feas, 
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BOL ® on the Indus, on the Ganges, and as far as the 

ty Moluccas, which madea part of the Spanifh do- 
minions fince Vortugal had been included in them. 
The truce of 1609 gave time to that enterprifing 
and fortunate republic to bring her new projects 
to maturity. “ihefe defigns were manifefted in 
1621 by the eftablifhment of a Weft India Com- 
pany, from which the fame fuccefs was ex- 
pected in Africa and America, that were both 
comprifed in the charter, as the Eaft India com- 
pany had experienced in Afia. 

THE capital of the new fociety was twelve mil- 
lions * , Hlolland furnifhed four ninths, Zealand 
two, the Maefe and Weft Friefland each one, and 
Friefland and Groningen together one ninth. The 
general meeting was to be held at Amiterdam fix 
years fucceffively, and then two years at Middle- 
burg, The Weft India company, who were dif- 
fatisfied that their privilege was not fo extenfive 
as that of the Eaft India company, were in no 
hafte to begin their operations ; but the ftates put 
them upon the fame footing, and then they made 
an attack upon the Brazils. 

PrReEcAuTIONS had been taken to procure the 
neceflary informations. Some Dutch fhips had 
ventured thither, 15 defiance of the law that for- 
bad the admittance of any ftrangers. As they 
greatly underfold, according to the cufltem of their 
country, the commodities that came from Spain, 
they met with a favourable reception. At their 
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return they reported, that the country wasin a kind BOOK 
: oA à j IX. 

of anarchy ; that foreign dominion had ftifled in ——— 
the people the love of their country; that felf- 
intereft had corrupted their minds; that the fol- 

diers were turned merchants; that they had for- 

gotten the firt principles of war, and that who- 

ever fhould appear there with a competent force, 

would infallibly furmount the trifling obftacles that 

might be oppofed to the conqueft of that wealthy 

region. 

Tue company committed this undertaking to 
Jacob Willekins in 1624. Hoe went directly to 
the capital. San Salvador furrendered at fight of 
the Dutch fleet, and the reft of the province, 
which was the largeft, richeft and moft populous 
of the colony, made little more refiftance. 

Tuis news was rather pleafing than dilagrreeable 
to the Spanifh council. The miniftry were com- 
forted for the triumph obtained by the moft inve- 
terate enemies of their country, by confidering the 
mortification which the Portuguefe muft neceffarily 
experience from it. Ever fince the Spaniards had 
been endeavouring to opprefs that unfortunate na- 
tion, they had met with.a refiftance that offended 
the haughty fpiric of that defpotic government. 
An event that might reduce the pride of Portugal 
and render her more tractable, appeared to them 
a fortunate circurmftance. They thought them- 
felves at the eve of accomplifhing their purpofe, 
and were fully determined to do nothing that might 
protracét the completion of it. 

THOUGH 
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=o n TnoucuH Philip harboured thefe bafe fentiments, 

w he thought the majefty of the throne required of 
him fome outward demonftrations of decency. 
Accordingly he -wrote to the Portuguefe of the 
firft rank, exhorting them to make fuch generous 
efforts as the prefent exigencies required. This 
they were already inclined to. Self-intereft, pa- 
triotifm, the defire of throwing a damp upon the 
joy of their tyrants; all concurred to quicken their 
alacrity. The monied men lavifhed their trea- 
fures ; others raifed troops; all were eager to en- 
ter into the fervice. In three months time twenty- 
fix {hips were fitted out, which failed in the be- 
ginning of the year 1626, in company with thofe 
from Spain, which the tardinefs and policy of that 
nation had made them wait for, much too long. 

THE archbifhop of San Salvador, Michael de 
‘Texeira, had prepared matters fo as to facilitate 
their fuccefs. That martial prelate, at the head 
of 1500 men, had at firft {topped the progrefs of the 
enemy. He had infulted, harrafied, beaten, driven; 
anclofed and blocked them up in the town. The 
Dutch, reduced by hunger, fatigue and want, 
compelled the governor to furrender to the troops 
which the Gece. had landed on their arrival, and 
they were all carried to Europe. 

Tue fuccefs of the company by fea, made them 
amends for this lofs. Whenever their fhips came 
into portt hey were victorious and loaded with the 
fpoils of the Spaniards and Portuguefe. They 
were fo profperous as to give umbrage even to the 

powers 
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powers moft interefted in the welfare of Holland. B a To 
The ocean was covered with their fleets. Their — 2 
admirals endeavoured by ufeful exploits to pre- 
ferve their confidence. ‘The fubaltern officers af- 
pired to promotion, by feconding the valour and 
{kill of their commanders. The foldiers and 
failors fought with unparalleled ardour, and no- 
thing could difcourage thofe refolute and intrepid 
men. The fatigues of the fea, ficknefs, and re- 
peated engagements, all feemed to inure them to 
war, and to increafe their emulation. The com- 
pany encouraged this ufeful {pirit by frequently 
diftributing rewards. Exclufive of their pay, the 
failors were allowed to carry on a private trade, 
which was a great encouragement, and procured 
a conítant fupply of men. By this wife regula- 
tion, their intereft was fo immediately conneéted 
with their employers, that they wifhed to be al- 
ways in a¢ticn. They never ftruck to the enemy, 
nor ever failed to attack their fhips with that degree 
of {kill, intrepidity and perfeverance, which muft 
infure victory. Inthe courfe of thirteen years, the 
company fitted our eight hundred fhips, which 
coft ninety millions * They took five hundred 
and forty-five of the enemy’s fhips, which, with 
the goods on board, fold for 180,000,000 livres-+, 
The dividend was never below twenty per centr. 
and often rofe to fifty. This profperity, which 
was entirely owing to the war, enabled the com- 
pany to make a fecond attack upon the Brazils. 


THEIR 
32937:5001. + 7:875,000l. 
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B ns OK Tarir admiral, Fienry Lonk, arrived in the 


—,— beginning of the year 1630, with forty-fix men of 
war, on the coaft of Fernambucca, one of: the 
largeit captainthips in thofe parts, and the beft 
fortified. Eie reduced it after feveral obftinate 
engagements, in which he was always victorious. 

‘The troops he left behind, fubdued the captain- 
fhips of Tamaraca, Paraiba, and Rio Grande, in 
the years 1633, 1634, and 1635. ‘Fhefe, as well 
as Fernambucca, furnifhed annually a large quan- 
tity Of fugar, a great deal of wood for dying, and 
other commodities. 














‘THe company were fo elated with the acquifi- 
tion of this wealth, which flowed to Amfterdam 
inftead of Lifbon, that they determined to con- 
quer all the SBrazils, and intrufted Maurice of 
Naffau with the conduct of this enterprife. That 
general reached the place of his deftination in the 
beginning of the year 1637. We found the fol- 
diers fo well difciplined, the commanders fuch 
experienced men, and fo much readinefs in all to 
engage, that he direétly took the feld. He was 
fucceflively oppofed by Albuquerque, Banjola, 
Lewis Rocca de Borgia, and the Brazilian Came- 
ron, the idol of his people, paffionately fond of 
the Portuguefe, brave, active, cunning, and who. 
wanted no qualification neceffary for a general, but 
to have learned the art of war under able com- 
manders. “(hefe feveral chiefs exerted their ut- 
moft efforts ro defend the poffeffions that were un- 
der their protection; but their endeavours proved 
in- 
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ineffectual. The Dutch feized upon the captain- B gs KR 
fhips of Siara, Seregippe, and the greater part of Ww 
that of Bahia. Seven of the fourteen provinces 

which compofed the colcny, had already fubmit- 

ted to them, and they flattered themfelves that one 

Or two campaigns would make them matters of 

the reft of their enemies pofi¢cfiions in that part of 
America ; when they were fuddenly checked in 

the midft of their fuccefs by a revolution which 

all Europe wifhed for, but had no room to ex- 

pect. 

Tue Portuguefe had never enjoyed happy times 
fince they had fubmitted to the Spanifh yoke in 
1581. Philip If. an avaricious, cruel, defpotic, 
defigning and falfe prince, had endeavoured to 
vilify them; but concealed his intentions under 
honourable pretences. His fon, who toc clofely 
followed his maxims, and thought it better to reign 
Over a ruined nation than to be indebted to the 
good-will of the people for their fubmiffion, had 
fuffered then: to be deprived of a multitude of 
conquefts, which had proved a fource of riches, 
power and glory to them, and which they had 
acquired by much effufion of blood. The fuc- 
ceffor of that weak prince, who had itill lefs un- 
derftanding than his father, openly and contemp- 
tuoufly attacked their adminiftration, their privi- 
leges, their manners, and all that they were moeit 
attached to. At the inttigation of Olivarez, he 
wanted to provoke them to revolt, that he might 
acquire the right of plundering them. 








THESE 
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BOOK THESE repeated outrages united all the Portu- 
Ix. 

“—’ guefe, whom Spain had been labouring to divide. 
A confpiracy, that had been forming for three 
years with incredible fecrecy, broke out on the 3d 
of December 1640. Philip IV. was ignomini- 
oufly banifhed, and the duke of Braganza was 
placed on the throne of hisanceftors. “he exam- 
ple of the capital was followed by the whole king- 
dom, and by all that remained of the fettlements 
formed in happier times in Afia, Africa, and Ame- 
rica. No blood was fhed on this great revolution 
except that of Michael Vafconcellos, the bafe and 
vile inftrument of tyranny. 

Tue new king united his interefts and his re- 
fentments with thofe of the Englifh, the French, 
and all the enemies of Spain. On the 23d of 
June 1641, hein particular concluded an offenfive 
and defenfive alliance with the United Provinces 
for Europe, and a ten years truce for the Faft and 
Weft Indies. Naffau was immediately recalled 
with moft of the troops, and the government of 
the Dutch poffeffions in Brazil was given to Hamel, 
a merchant of Amfterdam ; to Baffis, a goldimith 
of Harlem ; and to Bulleftraat, acarpenter of Mid- 
dleburgh. ‘The decifion of all affairs was to be 
referred to this council; and thetfe were now fup- 
pofed to be confined to the carrying on of a confi- 
derable and advantageous trade. 


THE new adminiftrators readily entered into the 
oeconomical views of the company. Their own 


inclinations led them to pufh thefe views too far. 
‘They 
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They fuffered the fortifications to decay, which B eos K 
had been already too much neglected; they fold —~— 
arms and ammunition to their rivals, who paid a 
high price for them-; and allowed all the foldiers 
who deGred it to return to Europe. Their whole 
ambition was to fupprefs all expences, and increafe 
the profits of their conftituents; and the applaufe 
which they received on account of the riches of 
the cargoes from the avaritious and weak minded 
perfons who compofed the direétion, confirmed 
them in their errors. With a view to give a fur- 
ther increafe to the profits of the company, they 
began to opprefs thofe Portuguefe, who on ac- 
count of their having confiderable property among 
them, or from iome other motive, were induced to 
remain under their government. Tyranny made a 
rapid progrefs, and was at laft carried to that 
excefs, which is an excufe for all kinds of meafures, 
and infpires the moft violent ones. 

Tue victims of thefe proceedings wafted no 
time in complaints. “The boldeft of them united 
in 1645, to take their revenge: their defign was, 
to maffacre all the Dutch who had any fhare in 
the government, at an entertainment in the midtft 
of the capital of Mernambucca, and then to attack 
the people, who, fufpecting no danger, would be 
unprepared. The plot was difcovered, but the 
con{pirators had time to get out of the town, and 
retire to a place of fafety. 

TuHeir chief was a Portuguefe of ubi{cure birth, 
named Juan Fernandez de Viera. From a com- 

mon 





360 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND RTADE 


BOOK mon fervant he had rifen to be an agent, and af- 
IX. 

Ve terwards a merchant. His abilities had enabled 
him to acquire a large fortune; his probity had 
gained him unrverfal confidence ; and his genero- 
fity had made him an infinite number of friends, 
who were inviolably attached to his intereft. He 
was not difcouraged by the difappointment he had > 
jut met with; but he venrured without the con- 
fent or fupport of government, to commence hof- 
tilities. 

Hits name, his virtues and his projects affem- 
bled the Brazilians, the Portuguele foldiers, and 
even the colonifts about him. He infpired them 
with his confidence, his activity and his courage. 
‘They attended him in battle, crowded about his 
perfon, and were determined to conquer or to die 
with him. Hie triumphed, but did not allow him- 
felf to flumber over his victories, or give the ene- | 

my timeto recover. Some checks he met with in 

the courfe of his fucceffes, only ferved to difplay 
the firmnefs of his foul, the extent of his genius, 

and the elevation of his mind. He affumed a 

threatening afpecét, even after a misfortune, and 

appeared {till more formidable by his perfeverance 
than by his intrepidity. Hie fpread fuch terror 
among his enemies that they dared no lenger keep 
the field. At this period of his glory, Viera re- 
ceived orders not to proceed. | 

SINCE the truce, the Dutch had feized upon 
fome places in Africa and Afia, which they ob- 

{tinately refufed to reftore. The court of Lifbon, 


in- 
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intent upon matters of greater importance, had B Q99 EK 
not been able to do itielf juftice ; but its prefent ——-—€ 
inability had not leffened its refentment. In this 
difpofition, it had rejoiced to fee the republic at- 

tacked in Brazil; and had even clandeftinely en- 
couraged thofe who had begun the hoftilities. As 

it conitantly difavowed thefe proceedings, and de- 

clared, both in Europe and America, that it would 

one day punifh the authors of the difturbances, 

the company imagined they would foon tubfide ; 

but their avarice, which had been too long amufed 

with falfe and frivolous proteitations, was roufed 

at laft. John IV, being informed that confider- 

able armaments were making in Holland, and 

fearing to be drawn into a war which he wifhed 

to avoid, exerted himfelf in earneft to put an end 

te the hoftilities in the Brazils. 

Viera, who had no refource for the completion 
of his defigns, but in his fortune, his intereft, and 
his abilities, Gid mot even deliberate whether he 
fhould obey. << If the king, faid he, were but 
<« informed of our zeal and our fuccefs, and ac- 
< guainted with his own intereft ; far from dil- 
< arming us, he would encourage us to purfue 
“<< our undertaking, and would fupport us with all 
<< his power.” ‘Then, left the ardour of his com- 
panions fhould abate, he determined to haiten his 
operations ; and they continued to be crowned with 
fuch fuccefs, that with the affiftance of Baretto, 
Vidal, and fome oiher Portuguefe, wlro were able 
and willing to ferye their country, he completed- 

Youn. IH. M the 
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BOOK the ruin of the Dutch. The few of thefe repub- 
Ix. k ‘ 
Ws licans who efcaped the fword and famine, evacuat- 


ed Brazil in confequence of a capitulation figned 
the 2Sth of January 1654. 

Fue peace concluded three months after be- 
tween England and the United Provinces, feemec 
to put the latter in a condition to recover a valu- 
able poffeffion, which they had loft by an 1ul-judged 
parfimony and by an unfortunate concurrence of 
circumftances ; but both the republic and the 
company fruftrated the general expectation; and 
the treaty which put an end to the divifions be- 
tween the two powers in 14661, fecured to Portu- 
gal the fole poffeffion of aH the Brazils, in confi- 
deration of eight millions of Khvres * which thart 
crown engaged to pay to the United Provinces, 
either in money or goods. 

Tuus did the Dutch part with a conqueft thag 
might have become the richeft of all the European 
colonies, and would have given the republic a de- 
gree of importance it could never acquire from its 
own territory. But, in order to keep it, the go- 
vernment ought to have undertaken the admini- 
{L\ration and defence of it ; and to make it profper 
it fhould have enjoyed full liberty. Wich thefe 
precautions, Brazil would have been preferved, 
and would have enriched the nation, inftead of 
ruining the conipany. Unfortunately it was noc 
yet known that the only way to make lands ufeful 
in America is to clear them, and that the only 


way 
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way to do this fuccefsfully, is to open a free trade BOOK 
to all che inhabitants under the protection of go- Recreation 
verniment. 

As foon as the Portugefe were entirely freed TEn. 
from the Dutch, they employed themfelves in nere E 
putting the colony into better order than ever it had after they 

een even before the war. The firft ftep that was Eaa 
taken for this purpofe, was to regulate the condi- ORCA 
tior of the Brazilians who had either fubmitted 
already, or might be hereafter reduced to fubjec- 
tion. Upon a more attentive examination it was 
found, that the accounts, which reprefented thefe 
favages as impatient of any kind of controul, were 
without foundation. The firt impreffion that 
the fight of Europeans nade upon {mall nations, 
who were divided by continual wars, was a fenfe 
of diftruft ; and as it is natural for fufpected per- 
fons to be afraid of thofe who fufpeét them, they 
thought themfelves at liberty to treat them as 
enemies, to opprefS them, and to put them in 
irons. This treatment rendered them ferocious. 
The difficuity of underftanding one another, gave 
{till more frequent occafions of animofity on both 
Gdes. If the natives afterwards renewed their 
hoftilities, it was commonly becaufe they were 
provoked to it by the imprudence, the rapaciouf- 
nefs, the difhenetty, and the iil ufage of that reft- 
lefs and ambitious power which was come to dii- 
turb the peace of this part of America. On fome 
occaGions, they might be charged with inadver- 


tency, in too haftily taking up arms from the ap- 
MI 2 prehenfions 
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B EAA K prehenfions of imaginary danger, but never with 

t injuftice or duplicity of conduét. They were al- 
ways found true to their promiles, to the faith of 
treaties, and to the iacred rights of hoipitality. 

The juft idea that was at length entertained of 
their charaéter induced the Portuguefe to colleét 
them into villages along the coaft, or fome little 
way up the country. By this contrivance a com- 
munication was fecured between the Portugucfe 
fettlements, and the favages who infefted the in- 
termediate parts with their depredations were kept 
at a diftance. Some miffionaries, who were moftly 
Jefuits, were intrufted with the temporal and fpi- 
ritual government of thefe new communities. Af- 
ter making the ftricteft inquiries that were poffible 
in a country where every thing is myfterious, we 
have been informed that thofe ecclefiaftics were 
abfolute tyrants. Thofe who had retained fome 
principles of moderation and humanity, whether 
from indolence or fanaticifm, kept thefe little fo- 
cieties in a {tate of perpetual infancy, and neither 
improved their underftanding, nor their induftry 
beyond a certain degree. 

PossıeLy, had they been ever fo willing, they 
would have found it dificult to have been more 
ferviceable to them. Some kinds of government 
are faulty, both by the evil they do, and by the 
good they prevent. A bad adminiítration cer- 
rupts every fource of virtue and profperity. The 
court of Laibon exempted the Indians from all 
taxes, but made them fubject to labours of vafia- 

lace. 
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Jage. This fatal law made them dependent on B 
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the neighbouring commandants and magiítrates, ——~ 


who, under the ufual pretence adopted by men in- 


office, of making them work for the public, too 
often impofed labeurs upon them for their own 
purpofes. Thofe who were not employed for 
them or for their direétors, were generaily un- 
employed. If they fhook off their natural indo- 
lence, it was to go a hunting or fifhing, or to cul- 
tivate a little caflada, juft as much as they wanted 
for their. own fubfiftence. Their manufactures 
were confined to fome cotton girdles or fafhes to 
cover their loins, and the arrangement of a few 
feathers to adorn their heads. The moft induf- 
trious among them, by cutting the wood in the 
forefts, or by the labours of agriculture precured 
themfelves a fufficiency to purchafe a few articles 
of cutlery, and other trifles of imaH value. If any 
of them, from a fpirit of incenftancy, hired them- 
felves to the Portuguefe, either for domeftic fer- 
vices or to navigate their fmall craft, it was always 
for a hort time ; for they had the greateft aver- 
fion for labour, and held money in the higheft con- 
tempt. 

Suca was the fate of the Brazilians who had 
fubmitted, whofe number never exceeded 200,000. 
The independent natives had little intercourie with 
the Europeans, except by the faves they fold 
them, or thote that were taken from them. Acts 
of hoftility became lefs frequent between the two 
nations, and there was at length a total ceflation 
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B Ox = of them. The Portuguefe have not been molefted 


ican 


Settlement 
of the Por- 
tuguefe on 
the river of 
the Ama- 
zO"1S.6 


by the natives fince the year 41717, and have nat 
molefted them fince 1756. 

WHILE the court of Lifbon was engaged in recu- 
lating the interior concerns of the colony, fome of 
the fubjects of Portugal were devifing the means of 
extending it. They advanced to the fouth towards 
the river of Plata, and. to the north as far as the 
“Amazons. The Spaniards feemed to be in pot- 
feffion of both thofe rivers. The Portuguefe were 
determined to drive them away, or fhare the na- 
vigation with them. 

‘HE river of the Amazons, fo famous for the 
length of its courfe; that great vaffal of the fea, 
to which it brings the tribute it has received from 
fo many of its own vaffals, feems to be produced 
by innumerable torrents that rufh down from the 
eaft fide of the Andes, and unite in a fpacious 
plain, to form that immenfe river. Yet the com- 
mon opinion is, that it cornes from the lake Llau- 
ricocha, as from a refervoir of the Cordeleras, 
fituate in the diftrict of Guanuco, thirty leagues 
from Lima, about the 11th degree ot fouth lati- 
tude, In its progrefs of a thoufand or eleven hun- 
dred leagues, it receives the waters of a prodi- 
gious number of rivers, tome of which come from 
far, and are very broad and deep. Ie is inter- 
fperfed with an infinite number of iflands, that are 
too often overflowed to admit of culture. It falls 
into the Occan under the line, and is there fifty 
leagues broad. 
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Tre mouth of this river was farft difcovered inBO OF 
z soo by Vincent Pinçon, one of the companions jaga 
of Columbus, and its fource is thought to have 
been found out by Gonzalo Pizarro in 1538. His 
lieutenant Orellana embarked on this river, and 
failed from one end to the other of it. Hie was 
obliged to fight his way along, and to engage 
with many nations, who obf{tructed his navi- 
sation with their canoes, and poured flowers of 
arrows upon him from the fhore. It was certainly 
at this time that the fight of tavages wirhout 
beards, as are all the American nations, ftruck 
the lively imagination of the Spaniards, and fug- 
gefted the idea of an army of female warriours : 
this muft have induced the commanding afiicer to 
change the name of that river, which was then 
called the Maragnon, and to call it the river of 
the Amazons, which name it retains to this day. 
Ir might appear a matter of attonifhment that 
the difcovery of America had not fuggefted to the 
imagination of the Spaniards a great number of 
miraculous ftories, had not their conqueifts, and 
the riches’ they acquired by their unparalleled 
cruelties, depopulated a country io well adapted 
to favour their propenfity to the marvellous. 
‘There indeed, the fancy of the Grecks might have 
found abundant matter for pleafing chimeras, 
They, who in every part of their limited terri- 
tory could not but meet with a multitude of won- 
ders, had, even in the times of Flercrles and The- 
feus, imagined the exiftence of a nation of Ama- 


M 4 zons. 
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BOOK zons. They were fo enchanted with this idea, 

ix. i 
w that it conftantly ferved to embellifh the hiftories 

of all their heroes, down to Alexander. Perhaps, 
the Spaniards, {ftill infatuated with this dream of 
profane antiquity, were the more difpofed to rea- 
lize the fiction, by transferring to the new conti- 
nent what they had learned in the old. 
SuCH was, probably, the origin of the opinion 
they eftablifhed, both in Europe and America, of 
a republic of female warriours actually exifting, who 
did not live in fociety with men, and only admitted 
them once a year, for the purpofes of procreation. 
To give the more credit to this romantic ftory, it 
was reported, not without reafon, that the women 
in America were all fo unhappy, and were treated 
with fuch contempt and inhumanity, that many 
of them had agreed to fhake off the yoke of their 
tyrants. It was further faid, that being accuftomed. 
to fallow the men into the forefts, and to carry 
their provifions and baggage when they went out 
to fight or to hunr, they muft neceffarily have been 
inured to hardfhips, and rendered capable of form- 
ing fo bold a refolution. 

But it is abfurd to imagine that women who 
had fo fixed an averfion for men, would ever con- 
fent to become mothers ; nor is it likely that the 
men would run after their wives, when they nad 
made their lives infupportable at home, and al 
ways turned them away as foon as they had no more 
occafion for them. Much lefs can it be fuppoled 


that the fofter and more compaffionate fex would 
expole 
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expofe or ftrangle their own children becaufe they ® g K 
were boys; and coolly and deliberately agree to .,— 
commit fuch enormities as none would be guilty 

of, but a few individuals urged by rage and de- 

fpair. An ariftocratical or democratical republic, 

which it requires abilities to govern, could not be 
governed by a fenate of women; though a mo- 
narchical or defpotic ftate, in which it is only ne- 

ceflary to command, has been, and may {ftill be 

ruled by a woman. 

Ir fome ftrange prejudices have formed focieties 
of both fexes amoneft us, who live feparate, and 
free from that natural attraction which was intend- 
ed to unite them, it is not confiftent with the na- 
ture of things, that chance fhould have produced 
a nation of men without women, and ftill lefs a 
nation of women without men. Certain it is, that 
fince this political conftitution has been talked of, 
infinite pains have been taken to find it out, but 
no traces of it could ever be difcovered. This 
{fingular prodigy therefore will be like many others, 
which are always fuppofed to exift, though no 
perfon knows where. 

Be this as it may, the voyage of Orellana pro- 
cured little information, but excited much curio- 
fity. An opportunity of fatisfying it did not oc- 
cur for fome time, on account of the civil wars 
that difturbed Peru; but when tranquillity was 
re{ftored, Pedro d’Orfuo, a gentleman of Navarre, 
diftinguifhed by his wifdom and courage, offered 
the viceroy, in 1560, to refume that navigation. 


Hie 
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BOOK Hie fet out from Cufco with feven hundred men. 


Ix 














~ Thefe fanguinary people, inveterate enemies to all 


perfons of good character, maffacred their chief, 
who wasa man of good morals, and attached to 
order and regularity. They fet up at their head, 
with the title of king, a native of Bifcay, of a fero- 
cious difpofition, whofe name wasLopez d’Aguirre, 
and who promnufed them all the treafures of the 

new world. | 
INTOXICATED with fuch flattering hopes, thefe 
barbarians failed down the river Amazan into the 
ocean, and landing at Trinidad, murdered the go- 
vernor, and plundered the iland. The coafts of 
Cumana, Caraccas, and St. Martha were {till more 
feverely treated, becaufe they were richer. T hey 
then penetrated into new Granada, and were ad- 
vancing to Quito and into the interior part of 
Peru, where every thing was to be deftroyed by 
fire and fword. A body of troops, haftily aflem- 
bled, attacked thefe defperate men, beat and dif- 
perfed them. D’Agururre, feeing no way to efcape, 
marked his defpair by an atrocious aét. ‘** My 
ée child, {faid he, to his only daughter who attend- 
Æ ed him in his expeditions, I thought to have 
& placed thee upon a throne, but the event has 
< not anfwered my expectation. My honour 
“© and thy own will not permit thee to live, 
<< and to bea flave to our enemies; die there- 
<< fore by a father’s hand.” Saying this, he in- 
{tantly fhot tfer through the body, and then put 
an end to her life, by plunging a dagger into her 
heart. 
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heart. After this unnatural aét, his ftrength failed, ® gt Te 
and he was taken prifoner, drawn and quartered. w—-—~ 

AFTER thefe unfortunate events, the river of 
the Amazons was entirely neglected, and was to- 
tally forgotten for half acentury. Some attempts 
were afterwards made to refume the difcovery of 
it, but they were ill concerted and no better ex- 
ecuted. The honour of conquering difficulties, 
and acquiring a ufeful knowledge of that great 
river, wasreferved to the Portuguefe. 

Taar nation, which ftill nr eee {ome remains 
of her former vigour, had, fome years before, 
built a town at the entrance of the river, which 
was called Para. Pedro Texeira failed from this 
place in 1638, and with a great number of canoes 
Full of Indians and Porcruguefe, went up the river 
>f the Amazons, as far asthe mouth of the Napo, 
and then up the Napo, which brought him almoff 
to Quito, where he arrived by land. Notwith- 
fianding the enmity fubfifting between the Spa- 
niards and Porruguefe, though fubjects of the fame 
mafter, Texeira was received with that regard, 
efteem, and confidence, which were due toa man 
who was doing a fignal fervice. Hie returned in 
company with d’Acughna and d’Artieda, twa 
learned Jefuits, who were commiffioned to verify 
his obfervations, and to make others. An accurate 
account of thefe two fuccefsful voyages was fent ta 
the court of Madrid, where it gave rife to a very 
extraordinary project. 
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BOOK True communication between the Spanifh co- 
IX. : 

——— lonies had long been found very difficult. Some 
pirates, who were at enmity with them, infefted 
the north and fouth feas, and intercepted their na- 
vigation. Even thofe of their fhips which had 
got to the Hlavannah and joined others, were not 
perfectly fafe. The galleons were frequently at- 
tacked and taken by whole fquadrons, and always 

purfued by privateers, who ieldom failed to carry 

off the ftrageling veffels, that were parted from 
the convoy, either by ftormy weather or by failing 
more flowly than the ret. The Amazon river 
feemed as if it would obviate all thefe difficulties, 

It was thought poffible, and even an eafy matter, 

to convey thither the treafures of New Granada. 

Popayan, Quito, Peru, and Chili itfelf, by navi- 

gable rivers, or at a {mall expence by land. It was 

thought that coming down the river, they would 
find the galleons ready in the harbour of Para to re- 
ceive them. The fleet from Brazil would then 
have joined, and confequently ftrengthened the 
fleet from Spain. They would then have failed 
with great fecurity in latitudes little known and 
little frequented, and would have arrived in Éu- 
rope at leaft with a formidable appearances; or 
might really have been in a condition to furmount 
any obftacles they might have met with. The re- 
volution which placed the duke of Braganza on 
the throne, put an end to thefe important frojects. 

Each of the two nations was then only intent upon 

ic- 
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fecuring ro itfelf that part of the river which beit® gy R- 
fuited its own fituation. | á 

True Spani Jefuits undertook to fet upa mif- 
fion in the country lying between the banks of the 
Amazon and of the Napo, as far as to the conflux 
of both thefe rivers. Every miffionary, attended 
only by one man, took with him hatchets, knives, 
needles, and all kinds of iron tools, and pene- 
trated into the thickeit of the forefts. “There they 
fpent whole months in climbing up the trees, to 
fee if they could difcover forme hut, perceive any 
{moke, or hear the found of any drum or fife. 
When they were affured that fome favages were in 
the neighbourhood, they advanced towards them. 
Moft of them fied, efpecially if they were at war. 
Thofe the miffionary could come within reach of, 
were eafily bribed by fuch prefents as their igno- 
rance made them fet a value upon. ‘This was all 
the eloquence he had in his power, or all he had 
any occafion to exert. 

Wren he had affembled a few families, he led 
them to the place he had fixed upon to form a 
village. They were not eafily prevailed upon to 
take up their abode there. As they were uted to 
rove about, they found it an iniupportable hard- 
fhip to remain always in the fame place. The 
{tate of independence in which they had lived, 
they thought preferable to the focial life that was 
recornmended to them, and their unconguerable 
averfion for labour, induced them: continually to 
return to the fores, where they had paffed tleur 

lives 
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BOOK lives in idlenefs. Even thole who were reftrained 

——— by the authority or the paternal kindnefs of their 
legiflator, feldom failed to difperfe in his abfence, 
though ever fo fhort. But his death always occa- 
fioned a total fubverfion of the iettlement. 

THe perfeverance of the Jefuits has at la con- 
quered thefe obftacles apparently invincible. Their 
miffion, which began in 1637, has gradually ac- 
quired fome degree of firmnefs, and now confifts 
of chirty-Gx villages, twelve of which are fituated 
along the Napo, and twenty-four on the banks of 
the Amazon. The moft populous has no more 
than twelve hundred inhabitants, and the reft 
much leiss The increafe of the milion mult be 
flow, and can never be confiderable. 

Tse women of this part of America are not 
fruitful, and their barrennefs increafes, when they 
remove from one place to another. The men are 
of a feeble habit, and the cuftom they have of 
bathing conftantly, by no means contributes to in- 





creafe their fi:ength. The climate is not healthy, 
and contagious diftempers are very frequent. It 


has never been poffible, and probably never will be, 
to infpire the favages with an inclination for agri- 
culture. Ther chief delight is in fifhing and 
hunting, amufements which are by no means fa 
vourable to the increafe of population. In a 
country which is almoft all under water, there are 
few fituations proper to forma fettlement upon. 
Molt of theie fituations are at fo great a diftance 
from vach other, that they cannot pomMmbly furnith 


any 
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any mutual affiftance. The nations which oncBOOỌQOK 
might endeavour to incorporate are alfo too far ———~ 
feparated ; moft of them are intrenched in inaccef- 

fible places, and are fo inconfiderable, that they 

often confift only of five or fix families. 

OF all the Indians the Jefuits had colleéted, and 
whom they governed, none were fo lifelefs or fo 
incapable of being animated as thefe. Every mif- 
fionary was obliged to put himfelf at their head 
in order to make them pick up the cocoa, vanilla, 
and farfaparilla that nature plentifully offers them, 
and which are fent every year to Quito, three hun- 
dred leagues off, that they may be bartered for ne- 
cefflaries. Their whole property confifts of a hut, 
open on all fides, made of a few lianes, and covered 
on thetop with palm leaves, afew implements of 
hufbandry, a lance, bows and arrows for hunting, 
ifhing tackle, a tent, a hammock, and a canoe. 
It has not been poffible to infpire them with de- 
fires beyond thete articles. “I hey are fo well iatis- 
fed with what they poffefs, that they wifh.for no- 
thing more 3; they live unconcerned, and die with- 
out fear. They may be faid to be happy, if hap- 
pinefs confifts more in an exemption from the un- 
eafy fenfation that attends want, than in the mul- 
tiplicity of enjoyments that Our wants require. 

Tars infant ftate, the offspring of religicn alone, 
has hitherto been of no fervice to Spain, and ic 
can hardly be expected it ever fhould. However 
the government of Maynas, with its capital Borja, 
have been formed there. The dceftroyers of 


America, 
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BOOK America have never thought of eftablifhing any fet- 


pect RICTIEHE 3M 


a country where there are no mines, nor 
any of thofe rich commodities which fo powerfully 
allured their covetoufmefs; but this country has 
{ometimes attraéted the neighbouring favages. 
WHiLete fome miffionaries were eftablifhing the 
authority of the court of Madrid on the banks of 
the Amazon, others were doing the fame fervice 
to that of Lifbon. Six or feven days journey be- 
low the fettlement of St. Ignacio de Pevas, the 
laft under the jurifdiction of Spain, is Sc. Paul, 
the firft of the fix villages formed by fome Portu- 
guefe Carmelites, at a very great diftance from 
each other. They are all on the fouth fide of the 
river, whére the ground is higher, and I¢fs liable 
to be overflowed. Thofe miffions exhibit a plea- 
fant profpeét five hundred leagues from the fea 5 
churches and heuwfes prettily built; Americans 
neatly dreffed ; and all forts cf European furniture 
which the Indians procure once a year at Para, 
when they go in their boats to [ell the cocoa they 
pick up along the water fide, where it grows {fpon- 
taneoufly. If the Maynas were at liberty to form 
conneétions with thefe neighbours, they might ac- 
quire by this intercourfe fome conveniencies that 
they cannot be fupplied with from Quito, being 
feparated from that place by the Cordeleras, which 
cut off the communication more effeétually than 
immenfe feas would do. This indulgence of go- 
vernment mizht perhaps be productive of confi- 


derable advantages ; and, poffibly, both Spain ancl 
Por- 
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Portugal, though rival powers, might be fenfiblepBoo x 


that it would be for their mutual intereft to extend 


Ix. 


it. TIt is well known that the province of Quito ~~ 


is poor, for want of an opportunity of difpofing 
of the overplus of thofe very commodities that 
are not to be had at Para. The two provinces 
mutually amfifting each other by means of the Na- 
po and the Amazon, would rife to a degree of 
profperity they could never attain without this in- 
tercourfe. The mother countries would in time 
reap great advantages from it, and it could never 
be prejudicial to them, becaufe Quito can never 
purchafe what is fent from Europe to America, 
and Para confumes nothing but what JIuifbon ob- 
tains from foreign countries. But national anti- 
pathies, and the jealoufies of crowned heads, 
are attended with the fame effects as the paflions 
and prejudices of men in private life. One un- 
fortunate incident is fufficient to divide families 
and nations for ever, whofe greateft intereit it is 
to love and affitt one another, and to promote the 
general good. The fpirit of hatred and revenge 
will rather induce mento fubmit to fuffer, than not 
be pratified. Thole paffions are conftantly kept 
up by the mutual injuries and the effufion of blood 
they occafion. tiow different is man in the ftate 
of nature from man corrupted by fociety! The 
Jatter amply deferves all the misfortunes he brings 
upon himfelf. 

EvIıDENT proofs of his propenfity tw evil may 
be feen in thofe bulwarks, and that chain of forts 

Vor... III. N erected 
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Boo K ereéted by the avarice and diftruft of the con 
Ix. querors of Brazil, from the diftrict of Coari down 
—7~ ro the fea fide. The Portuguefe built them to pre- 
ferve their ufurpations in that part of the world. 
Though thefe forts are ata great diftance from 
each other, and are but flightly fortified and thin- 
ly garrifoned, the few Indians who inhabit the in- 
termediate fpaces are completely kept in fubjec- 
tion. The petty nations who refufed to fubmirts 
have difappeared, having fled for refuge to fome 
remote or unknown region. The rich foil they 
have forfaken has not been cultivated, though the 
intereft of the mother country feemed to require 
it ; fo that hitherto all the conquefts the Spaniards 
and Portuguefe have made, have rather excited 
hatred and indignation ayainf{t their cruelties, than 
procured them riches and profperity. 

THe country along the Amazon indeed furnifhes 
Portugal with farfaparilla, vanilla, coffee, cotton, 
woods for cabinet work, timber, and plenty of 
cocoa, which, till of late years, was the current 
coin of the country. But this produce is nothing 
to what it might be. It is only to be found 
for fome leagues about great Para, the capi- 
tal of the colony, whereas the cultures ought to 
extend all along the great river, and on the fertile 
banks of an infinite number of navigable rivers 
which fall into it. 

THeEse confiderable articles of trade are not the 
only ones frat this part of the new world could 
fupply Portugal with, if from time to time it 

had 
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had fent able naturalifts into its colonies, as other 
mations have done into theirs. Chance alone has 
ditcovered the Cucheris and Pecuri, two aromatic 
trees, whole fruits have the fame properties as the 
nutmeg and clove. Perhaps, culture might give 
them that degree of pefeétion they want. Conti- 
nual application might procure much ufeful know- 
ledge, in a country where nature is fo different from 
what it is in Our climate. 

UNFORTUNATELY the Portuguefe, who in their 
fettlements on the river Amazon employed Aone 
but favages for their laborious work, attended to 
nothing but making faves. At farft, they fet up 
a crofs on tome eminence in the countries they ran 
Over, and left the care of it to the Indians. If 
they fuffered it to decay, they and their children 
were pioufly doomed to flavery, for this heinous 
profanation. Thus the fen of falvation and deli- 
verance to Chriftians, was made a fign of death and 
flavery to the Indians. The forts that had been 
erected ferved afterwards to increafe the number 
of faves. This retource proving infufficienr, the 
Portuguefe of Para made excurfions of five or Gx 
hundred leagues to procure an additional number 
of men to tupply the place of beafts in the culti- 
vation of the land. In 1719, they procured fome 
from the country of Maynas, in 1 732 from the 
miffions of the Napo ; and in 174: as far as the 
head of the river Madera, and ar different times 
from the banks of rivers nearer home. Ebey pro- 
cured the greate number from Rio Negro, where 

N 2 hey 
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Boo K they have long fince built a confiderable fore. A 
Ix. detachment from the garrifon of Para is always 
—~ encamped on the banks of that river, to keep the 
reduced Indians in awe and to proteét them. That 

part of the country is covered with miffions, where 

the miffionaries pioufly encourage their converts to 

attack the neighbouring nations and bring away 

flaves. At lait a party of foldiers, who were fent 

out to make further difcoveries, went in boats as 

far asthe Oronooko. This laft enterprife has en- 

larged the views of the Portuguete, by removing 

all doubt concerning the communication between 

that river and the Amazon by Rio Negro. It 
concerns the court of Madrid to examine the 
grounds of thefe views, and to fee how far they 

ought to take meafures for difappointing them. 

At leait we may venture to affirm, that the pro- 

jects of the court of Lifbon on the river Plata, 


deferve the moft ferious attention. 


Settlement Tune Portuguefe, who had appeared there foon 
of the Por- = 


tuguefe on after the Spaniards, took a difl?ke to it and with- 

the river . - enii . ; 

Plata. drew in a fhort time. In 167g their inclination of 
fettling there was revived, and with more fpirit than 
they were thought capable of from thcir conduét 
and manners in Europe, they penetrated into Pa- 
raguay. ‘They had already eftablifhed the colony 
of St. Sacrament, near the iflands of St. Gabriel, 
oppofite Buenos Ayres, when they were acciden- 
tally dete¢ted. The Guaranis Indians haftened 
thither to make amends for the negleét of govern- 


ment. “khey attacked the new erected fortifica- 


tions 
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«ons without hefitation, and demolifhed them BOOK 
with an intrepidity, that has done honour to their Ix. 
courage. —— 

Que court of Lifbon, which had built great 
hopes upon this fettlement, was not difcouraged 
by the late misfortunes it had experienced ; but 
defired that, till its claims could be adjufted, it 
might be allowed a place where the Portuguefe 
might be fheltered from ftorms, and in fecu- 
rity from pirates, if they were forced by ftrefs 
of weather to enter the river Plata. 

CmarRLeEs II, who dreaded a war, and hated 
bufinefs, was weak enough to comply with their 
requeit, and only ftipulated that the place fo 
granted fhovld be deemed his property; that no 
more than fourteen Portuguefe families fhould be 
fent thither; that the houfes fhould be built of 
wood and thatched; that no fort fhould be erect- 
ed ; and that the governor of Buenos Ayres fhould 
have aright to infpect both the colony and the 
fhips that fhould come into it. 

Ir the Jefuits who had direéted the war, had 
allo carried on the negociation, they would cer- 
tainly have forefeen the ¢eonfequence of fuch a 
compliance. Ic was impoffible that a fixed fettle- 
ment in fo important a fituation, however incon~ 
fiderable it might be, fhould not become a fource 
of-frequent altercations with enterprifinge neigh- 
bours, whofe claims were very great. who were 
certain of the protection of all the enmemies of 
Spain, and whofe vicinity to the Brazils woila en- 
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B O O K able them to take advantage of every opportunity 


Ix. to agerandize and fortify themfelves. “Fhe event 
~ “~~ foon fhewed the danger that might have been 
forefeen. 


IMMEDIATE LY upon the elevation of a French 
prince to the throne of Spain, when all was [till 
in confufion and uncertainty as to the confequences 
of that great revolution, the Portuguefe reftored 
the fortifications of Sr. Sacrament with amazing 
celerity. The precaution they took ar the fame 
time of giving alarm to the Guaranis, by order- 
ing fome troops to advance towards their fron- 
tiers, induced them to hope that they fhould pre- 
vent any difturbances from them. But they were 
miftaken. The Jefuits having detected the arti- 
fice, brought their converts to Sr. Sacrament, 
which was already befieged. Thote brave Indians, 
on their arrival, offered to mount the breach, 
though they knew it was but juft opened. When 
they began their march, fome batteries were fired 
upon them from the town, but they {tood the 
cannonade without ever breaking their ranks, nor 
could they be reftrained by the fire of the {mall 
arms, which likewife killed many of them. The 
intrepidity with which they ftill advanced, raifed 
fuch aftonifhment among the Portuguefe that they 
fled to their fhips, and abandoned the place. 

Tue misfortunes which Philip V. experienced 
in Europe prevented this fuccefs from being of 
any advantage. The colony of St. Sacrament was 
firmly ye-eftablifhed by the peace of Utrecht. 


Queen 
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gueen Anne, who made this peace, and who neither BROOK 
neglected her own interefts northofe of her allies, IX. 
required Spain to give up this important point. “~~ 
Ar this period the new ferrlemenr, being now 
under no apprehenfions, began to carry on an im- 
menfe trade with Buenos Ayres. This contra- 
band trade had long tubfifted. Rio Janeiro fur- 
nifhed Buenos Ayres with fugar, tobacco, wine, 
brandy, negroes, and woollen goods; and re- 
ceived in return from thence, flour, bifcuir, 
dried or falt meat, and money. As foon as the 
two colonies had a tafe and commodious {ftaple, 
their conneétions were unlimited. The court of . 
Madrid, which foon perceived the road the treafures 
of Peru were taking, fhewed great marks of difcon- 
tent, which ftill increafed as the injury complained 
of grew greater. This proved a perpetual fource of 
Givifion between the two nations, which was every 
inftant expected to terminate in an open rupture. 
The conciliating methods which were propofed 
from time to tim, were always found impracti- 
cable. At laft, however, matters were adjufted. 
Ix was agreed at Madrid onthe 13th of January 
3750, that Portugal fhould give up to Spain the 
colony of St. Sacrament, and the north border of 
the river Plata, together with the village of Se. 
Chriftopher and the adjacent lands, fituated be- 
tween the rivers Yupura and Ia, which fall into 
the Amazon. Spain, on her fide, gave up all the 
lands and habitations bordering on mw eaft fide 
of the river Uraguay, from the river [bices to the 
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Boo K north, the village of Santa Rofa, and all the others 
ix. on the eaftern border of the Guarapey. 

~ THis exchange was cenfured in both courts. 
Some ventured to fay at Lifbon, that it was bad 
policy to facrifice a colony, whofe illicit trade 
brought in eight or ten millions * a year to the 
mother country, for other poffeffions the advan- 
tages of which were precarious, or at leaft diftant. 
The clamours ran higher fill at Madrid, and were 
more general. It was imagined that the Portu- 
guefe were already mafters of the whole extent of 
the Uraguay, that the fettlements all along the 
banks of the Plata were filled with their merchan- 
dife; that they were feen penetrating by means of 
feveral rivers into the Tucuman, into Chili, and 
as far as Potofi, and by degrees fecuring to them- 
{elves all the riches of Peru. It appeared incre- 
dible that the fame minifters, who had confidered 
it as impoffible to put a ftop to a contraband trade 
which could only be carried on from one {pot, 
fhould flatter themfelves they *fhould be able to 
prevent it, when a hundred channels were laid 
open to it. It was, faid they, fhuctcting’’ a window 

again{t a thief, and throwing open the doors. 
TuHEseE difpofitions gave rife to numberlefs ca- 
bals, which were laid to the charge of the Jefuits. 
They were known to be averfe from an arrange- 
ment that muft neceffarily difmember their repub- 
lic; and it was therefore thought there was reafon 
enough to fufpeét them of exerting every effort to 
prevent 

On an average about 400,000l. 
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prevent the conclufion of the agreement. TheyBOOK 
were banifhed from both courts; the intrigues IX. 
ceafed, and the treaty was ratified. ii ii 

It was then neceffary to enforce the execution of 
it in America, which appeared to be a matter of 
iome difficulty. The Guaranis had not been fub- 
dued, but had freely fubmitted to Spain. They 
might, pofibly, be of opinion, that they had not 
eiven that crown a power of difpofing of them to 
another. Without being convertant in the fubtle- 
ties of the law of nations, they might think that 
they had a right to determine what was moft con- 
ducive to their own happinets. Their known ab- 
horrence for the Portuguefe yoke was equally likely 
to lead them into error, or to inform them ot 
what was their intereit , and that averfion might be 
{ftrenethened by infinuations from without. So 
critical a fituation made ıt neceflary to proceed 
with the greateit circum{fpeétion, which was not 
neglected. 

Tue forces which both powers had fent over 
from Europe, and thole that could be collected in 
America, joined to prevent or get the better of 
thofe difficulties that were forefeen. ‘This fyf{tem 
did not alarm thofe againft whom it was intended. 
Though the feven fettlements that had been ceded 
were not fuccoured by the others, at leaft not 
openly ; and though the chiefs who till then had 
led them on to battle were no longer at their head, 
they were not afraid to take up arms ın defence of 
their liberty. But their military conduct wes not 
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Boo XK fuch as it ought to have been. Inftead of con- 
ix. fining themfelves to harafs the enemy, and to cut 
tn — off their fubfifttence, which came from two hun- 
dred leagues off, the Guaranis ventured to engage 
them in the open field, and met with fome incon- 
fiderable loffes. If they had been totally defeat- 
ed, they were determined to quit the country, to 
carry off all they could, to {et fire to the reft, and 
to leave the conqueror nothing but a defert. W he- 
ther the two powers who had agreed to make the 
exchange were intimidated by this fpirited beha- 
viour, Or whether one or perhaps both became 
fenfible of the ditadvantages of the treaty they 
had entered into, it was cancelled in 1761, and 
things remained upon the old footing in America ; 
but both courts retained a violent refentmene 
again{t the Jefuits, who were thought to have kin- 
dled a war in Paraguay, to promotce their own in- 
tereít. 

Ir is uncertain how far they may have deferved 
this accufation. The proofs in fupport of this 
charge have not been laid before the public. All 
that a writer, who has nothing to guide him but 
conjecture, can venture to affert, is, that probabili- 
ties are {trong againít them. It was hardly poffible 
that men who with infinite labour, had erected fuch 
a vaít edifice, could patiently bear to fee its ruin. 
Independent of felf inrereft, which muft have acon; 
fiderable influence upon a fociety, which, from its 
firit eftablifhwiment, had been fecretly aiming at do- 
minion she Jefuits muft have thought themfelves 
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jntrutted with the felicity of thofe humane andBoo K 

fimple people, who fheltering themfelves under Ix. 

their protection, depended upon them for their “~~ 

future deftiny. Efowever this may be, we muft 

now proceed to tpeak of another method the Por- 

cuguefe took to enlarge their pefichions. 

In the diftriét of Sc. Vincent, the touthermolt Settlement 

in Brazil, and the neareft to Rio de la Plata, thir- aga 

reen leagues from the fea, is a town called Sr. >t Paul. 

Paul. Ic was founded by thole malefactors who 

were farft fent trom Portugal into the new world. 

As foon asthey perceived that they were to be fub- 

jeét to the refiraints of law, they withdrew from 

the places they had firft inhabited, intermarried 

with the natives, and in a fhort time became fo 

profligate, that their fcllow citizens broke off all 

intercourfe with them. The contempt they met 

with, and the fear of being reftrained in their li- 

centioufneis, together with the love of liberty, 

made them defirous of being independent. The 

firuation of their town, which could be defended 

by a handful ef men againft the moft powerful 

armivs that could be fent againft them, infipired 

them with the refolution of being fubjeét to no 

foreign power, and their ambition was fuccelsful. 

Profiissate men of all nations reforted in great 

numbers to thiseftablifhment. All travellers were 

tritiy forbidden to enter this new republic. To 

obtain an admittance, it was previoufly necefiary 

to promite to fettle there; and candtd.te<c were to 

undergə a fevere trial, “Thofe who cous? not go 
CUOU i 
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B o o K through that kind of noviciate, or who were fuf- 

Ix. pected of perfidy, were barbaroufly murdered ; as 

vw" were Jikewife all who fhewed any inclination to 
quit the fectlement. 

A PURE air, a ferene fky, a very temperate cli- 
mate, though inthe 24th degree of fouth latitude, 
and a land abounding with corn, fugar, and ex- 
cellent pafture; all thefe circumftances confpired 
to induce the Paulifts to lead a life of indolences 
eafe and effeminacy ; but that reftlefinefs fo natural 
to refolute banditti, :hat defire cf dominion, whicn 
is nearly connected with a love cf independence, 
the advances of liberty, which lead men to wifh 
for glory of fome kind or other, and to diflinguifh 
themfelves: perhaps all theie motives combined, 
prompted them to forego an eafy hfe, and to en- 
gage in troublefome and hazardous excurfions. 

Tue firt object of thefe excurfions was to pro- 
cure flaves for their cultures. When they had de- 
populated the adjacent country, they proceeded 
to the province of Guayra, where the Spanifh Je- 
fuits had colleéted and civilized the, Guaranis. 
Thefe new Chrittians were expofed to io many 
maffacres, and fo many of them were carried off, 
that they fuffered themfelves to be perfuaded to re- 
move to the unwholefome danks of the Parana and 
the Uraguiy, which they Rill inhabit. They reap- 
ed little advantage frorn this compliance; for they 
could premife themfelves no tranquillity, uniefs 
they were ahowed to defend themfelves with the 
fame atrwsas they were attacked with. 
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To propofe that they fhould be furnifhed with boo kK 


fuch arms, was a matter of too delicate a nature. 
Spain had laid ic down as a fundamental maxim, 
never to introduce the ufe of fire-arms among the 
Indians, left the unfortunate victims of her in- 
fatiable avarice fhould one day make ule of them 
to free themfelves from the yoke that had been 
impofed upon them. ‘The lawgivers of the Gua- 
ranis applauded this necefflary precaution with re- 
gard to flaves, who were kept under by coni- 
pulfion, but they :-hought it neediefs with men who 
were freely attached to the kings of Spain by fuch 
eafy bands, that they could be under no temptation 
of breaking them. They fo well pleaded the caufe 
of their converts, that in {pire of oppofition and 
prejudice, they obtained their requet. The Gua- 
ranis were indul:ed with fire-arms in 1639, and 
foon made fuch good ufe of them, that thcy be- 
came the bulwark of Paraguay, and were able to 
keep off the Paulifts. 

Tarse defperate men refolved to procure by 
craft what they could not obtain by force. They 
repaired to the places where the miffionaries were 
ufed to refort; and there they iet up crofies. Then 
fome of the molt intelligent of them, drefied in 
the habit of Jefuits, made fome tring preferts to 
the favages they met with, and enticed them to 
follow them to a habitation where every thing was 
in’ readinefs to make them happy. ‘“vhen they 
had affembled a cerrain number, the <foups that 
lay concealed, rufhed upon the crecdivlousnindians, 
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Boo kK loaded them with irons, and carried them of}... 


Ix. 


Some who made their efcape gave the alarm, which 


. raifed a general fufpicion, that occationed a ftop to 


be put to thefe hoftile proceedings. 

Tue Paulhifts then carried on their depredaticns 
another way, and extended them as far as the ri- 
ver of the Amazons. They are faid to have de- 
ftroyed no lets than a million of Indians. Thofe 
who have efcaped their fury, in an extent of three 
er four hundred leagues, are grown more favage 
than ever. “They have fled for fafety to the caves 
of the mountains, or difperfed themfelves among 
the darkeft recefies of the forefts. Their perfe- 
cutors have not fhared a better fate, having all gra- 
dually perifhed in thefe dangerous excurfions. But 
to the misfortune of America, their place has been 
fupplied with vagabond Brazilians, fugitive ne- 
groes, and Europeans who were fond of the fame 
roving life. 

‘THE fame fpiric has always prevailed at St. Paul, 
even after fome particular circumftances had in- 
duced the people to acknowledge the dominion of 
Portugal. But their excurfions are now carried on 
in fuch a manner that they rather promote than 
obftruct the views of the mother country. By 
following the courfe of feveral rivers, they have 
attempted to open a way into Peru by the north 
of Paraguay. The vicinity of the lake of the 
Xarayes has put them in pofiefion of the gold 
mines of Cayaba and Matto Grofivo, which they 
have opened, and {till continue to work, without 

meet- 
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meeting with any interruption from Spain, who 
lays claim to that country. They would have car- 
ried their ufurpations further, had they not been 
prevented by the Chiguitos. 





ravaging the Amazon, the Plata, and the moun- 
tains of Peru, the coafts of Brazil daily improved 
in rich productions. That colony fent over to the 
mother country thirty-two millions weight of fu- 
gar, which was enough for its coniumption, and 
fufficient to fupply a great part of Europes to- 
bacco, which could be difpoiced of to advantage 
both in Africa and the European nations ; balfam 
of capivi, a balfamic oil that difttls from incifions 
made in a tree called Copaiba; Ipecacuanha, a 
very mild emetic which is much ufed; cocoa, which 
grew wild in fome places, and was cultivated in 
others; cotton, fuperior to that of the Levant and 
the Caribbee iflands, and almoft egual to the Anel 
that comes from the Eait Indies; indigo, which 
the Portugueite have never fuficiently attended to, 
hides, the produce of oxen that run wild, and 
have greatly multiplied in the foreits; and, lafily, 
log wood. 

Tse tree that produces the logwood is as tall 
and as bufhy as our oak ; the leaves are {fimall, 
roundifh, and of a fine bright green; the trunk 
is commonly tortuous, rugged and knotty, like 
the white-thorn. “The blofloms, which refemble 
lillies of the valley, are of a tine red,' and exhale 
a fragrant {mell. “The bark 1s fo chick, that there 
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BOO Kis very little left when the woad is itripped. This 


Ix. 


wood is very fic forturnery work, and taxes a fins 


=~ polifh; but its chief uie is tor the rea dye. “Phe 


tree grows in dry and barren pèces, and amorg 
the rocks, it is found in moft provinces in the 
Brazils, but chiefy in that of Fernambucca; and 
the beit of all grows ten leagues from Olinda, the 
capital of that captainthip. 

In exchange for thefe commodities, Portugai 
fupplied the Brazils with four, wine, brandy, ialt, 
woollen goods, filks, linen, hard ware and papers; 
in fhortr, all that Europe exports to America, Cx- 
cept gold and filver ituffs, which the mother coun- 
try had, whether properly or not, prohibited in 
her colonies. 

Tue whole trade was carried on by a fleet, which 
failed every year from Lifbon and Oporto in the 
month of March, and confifted of twenty or twen- 
ty-two fhips for Rio-Janeiro, thirty for Bahia, as 
many for Fernambucca, and feven or eight tor 
Para. The fhips parted when they came to a cer- 
tain latitude, and proceeded to their reipective 
deftinations. They afterwards met at Bahia to 
fail for Portugal, which they reached in September 
or Oétober the year following, under convoy of 
five or Gx men of war, which had efcorted them 
at their going out. 

Many judicious perfons blamed this regulation. 
and thought it would have been better to have lett 
the merchante at liberty to fend out their fhips, 


and order them home when it luited them be ft. 
This 
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This prudent tyftem would infallibly have reduced B E OK 


- s 


the expence of freight, which mutt affect the price ——_,__~ 


of the commodities. A free trade would have 
employed more fhips, and voyages would have 
been more frequent. It would have ftrengthened 
the navy, and encouraged agriculture. The in- 
tercourfe between the colonies and the mother 
country being more frequent, would have given 
information, which would have enabled govern- 
ment to extend its protection more eafily, and to 
fecure its authority. 

Tue court of Lifbon feemed frequently inclined 
to yield to thefe confaiderations, but was at firft 
deterred by the fear of feeing the fhips fall into 
the enemy’s hands, if they failed feparately ; and 
afterwards by the obftacles which the viceroys of 
Brazil oppofed to this alteration. The increafe of 
their fortune and of their greatnefs required that 
the bufinefs of the colony fhould be tranfaéted in 
the capital ; fo thar after having contrived to at- 
tract it to that fpot, they fucceeded in retraining it 
there; and confequently this tewn, whick is called 
either Bahia or San Salvader, became a very flou- 
rifhing city. 

Tue way to it is by the bay of All Saints, 
which is two leagues and a half bread az the en- 
trance. On each fide ttands a fortrets, intended 
rather to prevent landing, than to hinder fhips from 
paling by. It is thirteen cr fourteen leagues in 
fength, and interfperfed with little ifiands, which 
produce cotton, and form an aprecable profpect. 
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BOOK It grows narrow towards the bottom, which is 

ss fheltered from every attack, and makes an excel- 
lent harbour, where the largeft fleets may ride 11} 
fafety. The town commands this harbour, being 
built on the flope of a fteep hill. The Dutch had 
inclofed it with a rampart of earth, burt the Por- 
tuguefe have let it moulder away, thinking the 
town fufficiently defended by a number of little 
forts they have erected at fmall diftances, and by 
a garrifon of four or five hundred men. Any en- 
gineer who had {kill enough to make every advan- 
tage of the fituation, might render it impregnable 
at a {mall expence. 

Tue place well deferves this attention. It con- 
tains two thoufand houfes, which are moft of them 
built with great magnificence. Their furniture 
is the more rich and elegant, as extravagance in 
drefs is ftriétly prohibited. By a very old law, 
which has often been broken, and which extends 
to the Brazils fince the year 1749, the Portuguefe 
are forbidden to wear any gold or filver ttuffs, or 
any laced cloths; but their paffion for fhew, which 
no laws can eradicate, has induced them to con- 
trive fome fubftiture, and to wear crofles, medals, 
and diamond-chaplets or beads, the rich enfigiis 
of a poor religion. The gold they cannot wear 
themfelves, they lavifh to adorn their domeftftic 
flaves. 

As the Giruation of the town will not admit of 
coaches, the rich, who will always be diflinguifhed 
from the vulgar, have contrived to be carried in 
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cotton hammocks. Supinely ftretched upon vel- B ee ~ 
vet cufhions, and furrounded with flken curtains ———~ 
which they open and fhut as they pleafe, thote 
proud and lazy mortals move about more volup- 
tuoufly, though with lefs expedition, than in the 
moft eafy and elegant carriages. The women fel- 
dom enjey this luxury. Thefe people, who are fu- 
perititious to a degree of fanaticifm, will hardly 
allow them to goto church, covered with their 
cloaks, on their high feftivais; and no one is fuf- 
fered to fee them in their own houfes. This re- 
{ftraint, which is the effect of an ungovernable 
jealoufy, does not prevent their carrying on in- 
tricues, though they are fure of being {tabbed to 
death upon the flighteft fufpicion. By a lenity 
more judicious than ours, a girl who, without her 
mother’s confent, or even under her protection, 
yields to the importunities of a lover, is treated 
with lefs feverity. But if the father cannot con- 
ceal her infamy by difpofing of her in marriage, 
he abandons her tothe fcandalous trade of a cour- 
tezan. Thus itis that riches bring on a train of 
vices and corruption, efpecially when they are ac- 
quired by bloodfhed and murder, andare not pre- 
ferved by labour. 

Tue want of fociety, confequent upon the fe- 
paration of the fexes, is not the only impediment 
to the pleafures and enjoyments of life at Bahia. 
The hypocrify of fome ; the fuperitition of others; 
avarice within, and pompous parade without; ex- 
treme indulgence, bordering upon extreme cruelty, 
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in a climate where all the fenfations are quick and 
impetuous; the diftruft that attends weaknefs ; 
that indolence that truíts every thing to flaves, 
whether it relates to pleafure or bufinefs;: all the 
vices that are to be found, either feparately or col- 
lectively, in the moft corrupt fouthern countries, 
conftitute the character of the Portuguefe at Bahia. 
However, the depravity of their manners feems to 
decreafe, in proportion as the government of the 
mother country is more enlightened. “Thofe im- 
provements in knowledge, the abufe of which 
will fometimes corrupt virtuous nations, may re- 
fine and reform a degenerate people. 

Tue climate, though a good one, is attended 
with many inconveniences that leffen its excellence. 
There is no mutton , poultry is fcarce, and the 
beef is bad. The ants deftroy the fruits of the 
earth, as they do allover the colony. The whales 
devour the fifh, or frighten them out of the bay. 
On the other hand, the wine. the meal, the falt 
meats, and all. the provifions brought from Eu- 
rope, are not always found when they arrive; fo 
that the good fells at an extravagant price. All 
articles of induftry are fold at a {till more exor- 
bitant rate. The lowell among the Portuguefe, 
wholly employed in rhe trade of tobacco and fome 
other articles, would think it a difgrace to exercife 
any art. Few of the free men have either genius 
or inclination for it. “The laves, who make up the 
greate{t part or the population, are all employed 


by the rich either in labour or for fhew. 
Nor- 
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NOTWITHSTANDING thefe vices, which gene- 
rally prevailed, though not to the fame degree in 
all parts of the colony, it had long been in a proí- 
perous condition. In the beginning of this cen- 
tury the difcovery of the gold mines gave it an ad- 
ditional luftre that occafioned univerfal aftonifh- 
ment. 

Tur circumftances that produced this difcovery 
are varioufly related. The moft common opinion 
is, that a caravan of Portuguete, who went from 
Rio- Janeiro, penetrated into the continent in 1695. 
They met with the Paulifts, who, in exchange for 
fome European goods, gave them gold duft which 
they found was procured from the mines of Pa- 
rana-Panama, fituated in that neighbourhood. 

A few years after this, a company of foldiers 
from Rio-Janeiro, who were fent to quell fome 
Indians in the inland parts, found on their march 
fome golden fifh-hooks, and were informed that 
many torrents, rufhing down from the mountains, 
brought gold into the valleys. Upon this infor- 
mation, a ftriét fearch was made, and upon the 
high grounds were found fome rocks that con- 
tained gold , but this deceitful appearance of trea- 
fure was neglected on account of the expence it 
would have required to get at it; nor was a 
vein of gold, that runs along an immenfe fpace, 
found rich enough to antwer the working of it. 
After many fruitlefs trials, the Portuguete con- 
tented themfelves like the favages, with picking 
wp gold out of the fand, when the waters had fub- 
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B veer K fided. ‘This praé¢tice has proved very fuccefsful 

=at Villa-Rica, and through a very confider- 
able extent of country. The government frec- 
ly grants from three to five leagues of this 
precious foil to any one who is able to go and 
make a fortune there. 

Some blacks are employed in looking for gold 
in the beds of torrents and rivers, and feparating 
it from the fand and mud, in which it is naturally 
concealed. The moft ufual cuftom is, that every 
flave is required to bring in the eighth part of an 
ounce of gold a day ; and if any of them are io 
fortunate or io diligent as to pick up more, the 
overplus is their own property. The firft ufe they 
make of it, is to buy other flaves to do their work 
for them, that they in their turn may live in idle- 
nefs. If a flave brings in the quantity of gold 
prefcribed, his matter can require nothing more. 
It is fome confolation to him to be able to allevi- 
ate the burden of his flavery, by the very labours 
that are attached to that ftate. 

Ir we were to eftimate the quantity of gold that 
Brazil annually fupplies, by the fifth that the 
king of Portugal receives from thence, it might 
be valued at forty-five millions of livres*; but we 
fhall not be fuppofed to exaggerate, when we af- 
fert that the defire of eluding the duties deprives 
the government notwithftanding its vigilance of the 
eighth part of the produce. 
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To this account muft be added the filver drawn ® et EN 
trom the illicit trade with Buenos Ayres, which w 
was formerly immenfe; but the meafures lately 
taken by Spain have reduced it to about three mil- 
lions per annum ț}. Many people are even furprifed 
that fuch an intercourte fhould fubfít berween two 
mations, who, having no manufactures of their own, 
and impofing nearly the fame taxes on all foreign 
induftry, ought certainly to have nothing to fell. 
It is not confidered that the coaft of Portugal 1s 
very extenfive, and acceffible in all parts, fo that 
the duties on goods exported to America, may be 
eluded with much greater facility on that coaft, 
than in the peniniula of Cadiz. Befides exchanges 
are not the only means by which the Spanifh fpe- 
cie is conveyed into the Portuguefe coffers. Inde- 
pendent of all fale or purchafe, the Peruvians find 
a great advantage in fending their money over to 
Europe by this indirect road. 

Tue firftt political writers who turned their 
thoughts towards the probable confequences of 
the difcovery made in Brazil, did not hefitate to 
foretell that the difference of value between gold 
and Glver would be diminifhed. The experience 
of all countries and of all ages had taught them 
that, though many ounces of filver had always 
been given for an ounce of gold, becaufe mines of 
the former had always been more common than 
of the latter, yet the value of both metals had 
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B 9V ™ varied in every country, in proportion to the abun- 
— A dance of either. | 
In Japan, the proportion of gold to filver is as 
one to eight; in China, as one to ten; in other 
parts of India, as one to eleven, twelve, thirteen 
or fourteen, as we advance further weit. 

THe like variations are to be met with in Eu- 
rope. In ancient Greece, gold was to filver as 
one to thirteen. When the produce of all the 
mines in the univerfe was brought to Rome, the 
miftrefs of the world, the moft fettled proportion 
was one toten. It rofe as far as one to thirteen 
under Tiberius. INumberlefs and infinite varia- 
tions are to be met with in the barbarous ages. In 
a word, when Columbus penetrated into America, 
the proportion was lefs than one to twelve. 

THE quantity of thefe metals which was then 
brought from Mexico and Peru, not only made 
them more common, but ft1ll increafed the value 
of gold above filver, as there was greater plenty 
of the latter in thofe parts. Spain, that was of 
courfe the beft judge of the proporticn, fettled it 
as one to fixteen in the coin of the kingdom, 
and this fyftem, with fome flight variations, was 
adopted throughout Europe. 

Tuts proportion ftill exifts ; but we have no 
reafon on that account to contradict thofe who 
had foretold that it would alter. If gold has fal-. 
len but little in the markets, and not at all in the 
coin, fince the Brazils furnifh a great quantity of 
it, this 1s owing to particular circumftances, which 
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do not affect the principle. A great deal of gold BO Q= 
is now ufed for fetting of jewels, and for gilding, —~-—~ 
which has prevented the price of filver from fall- 

ing fo much as it would have done if our fafhions 

had not altered. It is this fame fpiritc of luxury 

that has alwavs kept up the price of diamonds» 

though they are grown more common. 

AT all times men have been fond of making a 
parade of <zheir riches, either becaufe originally 
they were the reward of ftrength, and the mark of 
power; or becaufe they have every where obtained 
that regard which ts due only to abilittes and vir- 
tue. <A defire of attracting the attention of others, 
prompts a man to ornament himfelf with the 
choiceft and moft brilliant things nature can fup- 
ply. The fame vanity, in this refpeét, prevails 
among the favages as in the civilized nations. Of 
all the fubftances that reprefent the fplendour of 
opulence, none is to precious as the diamond 3; nor 
has any been of fuch value in trade, or fo orna- 
mental in fociety. “There are diamonds of all co- 
lours, and of every fhade of the feveral colours. 
The diamond has the red of the ruby, the orange 
of the hyacinth, the blue of the fapphire, and the 
green of the emerald. This laft is the deareft 
when it is of a beautiful tint. The rofe diamonds, 
blue and yellow are the next in value. ‘The yel- 
lowifh and the blackifh are leat efteemed. Tran- 
{parency and clearnefs are the natural and effential 
preperties of the diamond, to which art has ad- 
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B pA K ded the brilliant and fparkling luftre of the feveral 
Meee, pemaen faces. 

THERE are very few diamond mines. Till of 
late years, we knew of none but in the [att In- 
dies. The oldeft is in the river Gouel, that comes 
down from the mountains, and falls into the Gan- 
ges. It is called the mine of Soulempour, from 
the name of a village fituated near that part of the 
river where the diamonds are found. Very few 
diamonds have ever been taken out of it, as like- 
wife out of the Succadan, a river in the ifland of 
Borneo. The chain of mountains that extends 
from Cape Comorin to Bengal, has yielded infi- 
nitely more. “They are not found in clufters, but 
{cattered up and down, in afandy, ftony and bar- 
ren foil; lying at fix, eight, ten and twelve feet 
below the furface, and fometimes deeper. The 
right of digging for them is purchafed, and the 
purchafer is fometimes enriched and fometimes 
ruined, according as he is either fuccefsful or un- 
fortunate. 

SomeE apprehenfions were raifed that the conti- 
nual wars in India would putan end to this fource 
of riches, but thefe were removed by a difcovery 
that was made at Serra-do-Frio in Brazil. Some 
flaves who were condemned to look for gold, ufed 
to find fome little bright ftones, that they threw 
away among the fand and gravel. Some curious 
miners preferved feveral of thefe fingular pebbles, 
which were fhewn to Pedro d’Almeyda, governor 
general of the mines. As he had been at Goa, he 
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iufpected thatthey might be diamonds. To afcertain B ae K 
this point the court of Lifbonin 1730 commiffion- wm — 
ed d’Acugna, her minifter in Holland, to make 
necefiary inquiries. Hie put fome of thefe pebbles 
into the hands of able artificers, who having cut 
them, declared they were very fine diamonds. 

Tue Portuguefe immediately fearched for them 
with fuch fuccefs, that the Rio-Janeiro fleet brought 
home 1146 ounces. This produced fucha plenty, 
that their price fell confiderably ; but the miniftry 
cook fuch meafures as foon made them rife to their 
original value, which they have maintained ever 
fince. They conferred on a company the exclu- 
five right of fearching for and felling diamonds ; 
and even to reftrain the avidity of the company 
itfelf, ic was required to employ no more than 
= 600 flaves in that bufinefs. It has fince been per- 
mitted to employ as many as it pleafes, upon con- 
dition that 1500 * livres are paid for every miner. 
In both contraéts, the court has referved to itfelf 
all diamonds that fhall exceed a certain number of 
carrats. 

A Law which forbad on pain of death to in- 
croach upon this privilege, was not fufficient to 
infure the obiervance of it. It was imagined to 
be more effeétual to depopulate the places that lay 
near that rich mine, and to make a folitary wafte of 
ali the regions that. might be tempted to interfere 
in fo lucrative a trade. Throughout the fpace of 
a hurdred leagues, there is but one large village 
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B yc ti left, which is wholly inhabited by the company’s 
— m agents and flaves. 

THeir privilege, conftantly protected by the 
mother country, has never met with the leaft op- 
pofition. The government itfelf is their agent in 
Europe. Whatever be the produce of the mines, 

which muft neceffarily be fluétuating, the court 
delivers annually, to one fingle contraétor, dia- 
monds to the value of 12,500,000 livres*. They 
engage to fell no others, and hitherto this engage- 
ment has been held facred. They are bought up 
in their rough ftate by the Eneglifh and Dutch, who 
cut them, and then difpofe of them all over Eu- 
rope, but chiefly in France, where the greateft 
confumption is made. They are neither fo hard 
nor fo clear as thofe of the Fiaft Indies, nor do 
they fparkle fo much, but they are whiter. They 
are fold ten per cent. cheaper, fuppofinge the 
weights to be equal. 

THE fineft diamonds in the world are, that of 
the Great Mogul, which weighs 279 carrats and 
one fixteenth; that of the Grand Duke, which 
weighs 139 carrats; the great Sancy, of 106 car- 
rats; and the Pitt, 136 carrats three grains. All 
thefe are {till very trifling, compared to the diamond 
fent from Brazil to the king of Portugal; which 
weighs 1680 carrats, or twelve ounces and a half 
As we know of no proportion by which to afcer- 
tain the value of fuch a gem, an Englith writer 
has ventured to eftimate it at 1,298,000,000 of 
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livres +. A great abatement muft be made in this ® a? OK 
eftimate, if, as tome very fkilful lapidaries fufpect, np 
it fhould prove to be but a topaz. 

Ir is not known whether the diamonds of Brazıl 

erow in the valleys where they are found, or whe- 
ther they are brought down by an infinite number 
of torrents that rufh into them, and by fve {inall 
rivers that flow from the neighbouriug mountains. 
W hat is certain is, that the diamonds do not come 
from a quarry; that they are fcattered about; and 
that they are picked up in larger quantities in the 
rainy feafon and after violent ftorms. 

Tue gold and diamond mines, added to a rich 
culture, fhould have made Brazil the chief colony 
in the world ; but in order to effect this, it fhould 
have been preferved from inteftine commotions and 
foreign invafions. Both thefe objects therefore were 
taken into confideration. 

ALL the mines were fituated in the captainfhips Meafures 
of St. Vincent and Rio-Janeiro, and in the ad- a A 
jacent lands. Some were in the hands cf the a a 
Pauliits, and the reft lay expofed to their inroads. the pro- 
As thole banditti were too numerous and too va- a ala 
liant to be brought into fubjeétion by force, it was 
thought advifeable to treat with them. As they 
could make no ufe of their new acquired wealth, 
without a free communication with the ports where 
the luxuries and conveniencies of Europe were to 
be purchafed, they were more tractable than was 
expected. They contented to pav, like the reft of 
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Ae Portuguefe, a fifth of their gold ; but they 

ene determined the amount of this tribute themfelves, 
and never made it what it ought to have been. 
The government was prudent enough not to pay 
any attention to this fraud. T hey forefaw that the 
connections and the new way of life the Paulifts 
were engaged in, would gradually foften their 
manners, and that fooner or later they would be 
brought to fubmirt. his revolution accordingly 
happened about the year 1730. An eloquent, 
active, and artful man fucceeded in prevailing up- 
on the principal men among thofe adventurers, and 
the multitude followed their example. The whole 
republic acknowledged the authority of the court 
of Lifbon, in the fame manner as all the other 
Portuguefe in the Brazils. 

BEFORE this great event, the town of Rio-Ja- 
neiro had been fortified, which is the mart for the 
produce of moft of the mines, and of the com- 
modities that are procured from the neighbouring 
captainfhips for the confumption of Europe. The 
bay in which it is fituated was firit difcovered in 

3555 by Dias de Solis. Some French proreftants, 
who were perfecuted in their own country, made 
a {mall fetthement there under the guidance of 
Villegagnon. This fettlement confifted only of 
fifteen or twenty huts, made of boughs and co- 
vered over with grafs, after the manner of the fa- 
vages in thofe parts. Some {mall bulwarks that 
were erected for planting of cannon, occafioned 
the name of Fort Coligni to be given toit. It 
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was deftroyed three years after by Emanuel de Sa, 
who laid the foundation of a town on the continent, 
which afterwards became confiderable by the cul- 
ture of tobacco, and efpecially of fugar. Its fi- 
tuation at fo great a diftance from Europe, in 
22° 22° fouth latitude, made it reafonable to ima- 
gine that moderate fortifications would be fufficienc 
to defend it. But the temptation of attacking it 
having increafed in proportion as it grew richer, 
it was thought proper to {ftrengthen it with addi- 
tional works. ‘“[Thefe were already very confider- 
able, when Du Guay Trouin took it in 1711, with 
fuch intrepidity and fkill, as redounded much to 
his honour, and was a great addition to the tame 
he had already acquired. T he new fortifications 
that have fince been added to thofe the French had 
maitered, have not made the town more impreg- 
nable, as it may be attacked on other fides, where 
the landing is very practicable. If gold can make 
its way into brazen rowers through iron gates, much 
more will iron break down the gates that defend 
sold and diamonds. And indeed the court of 


Lifbon has not thought it fufficient to fortify Rio- 
Janeiro. 


BETWEEN the captainfhip of St. Vincent and 


the mouth of the Plata, is a barren coaft, about 
150 leagues in length. As nothing, invited the 
Portuguefe to fettle there, it was always totally 
neglected. But the gold lately found in the rivers 
that water thole deferts, has attraéted fome co- 
lonifts there; and the government has beftowect 


its 
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B go K its attention in endeavouring to give fome ftability 

Ken to this new channel of wealth. It has eftablifhea 
fome pofts along the coaft, and fortifed St. Ca- 
therine. 

Tuis iland, which is only parted from the con- 
tinent by a very fmall canal, is about nine leagues 
long, and two leagues broad. Though the land 
is not low, it is not feen ata diftance, becaufe itis 
fhaded by the neighbouring mountains on the con- 
tinent. Navigators find there a perpetual ípring» 
excellent water, great plenty of wood, a variety 
of delicious fruits, vegetables which are fo welcome 
to failors, and a pure air, except in the harbour, 
where the hills intercept the circulation of air, and 
make it conftantly damp and unwholefome. 

One hundred and fifty or two hundred banditti, 
who had taken refuge inthis ifland towards the 
beginning of this century, acknowledged the au- 
thority of Portugal, but did not adopt the inte- 
refted and exclufive fyftem of that ftate. They 
admitted indifcriminately the fhips of all nations 
that were failing to the South Seas, and gave 
them the produce of their iland in exchange for 
arms, brandy, linen and wearing apparel. Be- 
fides their contempt for gold, they fhewed an in- 
difference for all the conveniences that nature did 
not fupply them with, which would have done 
honour to virtuous men. 

Tue fcum and refufe of civilized bodies may 
fometimes produce a well-regulated fociety. The 
iniquity of our laws, the unjuft diftribution of 

pro- 
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property, the miferies of want, the infolence and B ys K 
unpunity of wealih, and the abufe of power, often ——_-——~ 
make rebels and criminals. If wecolleét together 
all thofe unfortunate men who are banifhed from 
iociety by the too great rigour and often the in- 
juftice of the laws; and give them an intrepid, 
generous, humane and enlightened chief; we fhall 
make thefe profligate men become honeft, tracéta- 
ble and rational. If their neceffities urge them to 
war, they will become conquerors; and to ag- 
grandize themfelves, they will violate the rights 
of nations, though ftrict obfervers of their own 
reciprocal duties: fuch were the Romans. If for 
want of an able leader, they are left to chance and 
natural eyents, they will be mifchievous, reftlefs, 
rapacious, unfettled, for ever at war, either among 
themfelves or with their neighbours: tuch were 
the Paulifts. Laftly, if they can more eafily live up- 
on the natural fruits of the earth, or by agriculture 
and trade, than by plunder ; they will contract the 
virtues proper to their fituation, and the mild in- 
clinations that arife from a rational love of eafe. 
Civilized bythe happinets and fecurity of an ho- 
neft and peaceable life, they will refpeét in others 
thole rights which they themielves enjoy, and will 
barter the fuperfluities ot their produce, for the 
conveniencies of other nations: fuch were the 
people who had taken refuge at St. Catherine’s. 
BANISHED from their native country by the 
dread ot thofe atrocious punifhments too often in- 
Alicted on Night offences, they formed a commer- 
Vor. IH. I cial 
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B .~ K cial fettlement, which was beneficial even to the 
Ws country that had rejected them. About the year 
1738, the crown fent them a governor, and forti- 
fied their harbour. As it is far fuperior to any 
on that coaft, it is eafy to forefee that, 1f the riches 
of thofe parts anfwer the expectations that have 
been rarfed of them, that afylum of vagabonds 
willin time become the chief colony of the Brazils, 
and the moft confiderable fea-port in all South- 
America. 


Meansem- Ir appears from this account, that the court of 
ee ai ‘œ Lifbon has taken the moft prudent meafures to fe- 


agriculture cure to itfelf the produce of the minzs. ‘The 
in the Bra- 


zils, which fame attention has not been paid to the culture of 
was aban- z 

doned on lands, nor has that point been fo well fettled ; yet 
account of that ineftimable fource of riches was then in a cri- 


the mines. ~ | ; a ‘ 
tical fituation that required mature confideration. 


ALL the European nations that had fettlements 
in America, began to cultiyate the fame produc- 
tions that had long enriched the Brazils. This 
competition had reduced the price of thofe com- 
modities ; and the Portuguefe, notwithftanding 
they laboured as much as ever, found that their 
profits grew conftantly lefs. Thefe labours became 

irkfome to them, and many abandoned them en- 
tirely, tempted by the hopes of enriching them- 
iclves by picking up gold. Had the mother coun- 
try underftood her true intereft, and been lefs 
elated with this new fource of riches, the misfor- 
tunes it gave rife to, might have been prevented. 


This might eafily have been done, by taking off 
the 
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the enormous duties which the colc.::es paid for B ay K 
ali the goods they exported or imported; or if it ——-—# 
had been found necefiary, by -giving encourage- 
ments, which her new treaiures enabled her to do 
with a liberal hand. This would have induced the 
planter, who knew his foil to be far fuperior to 
that of the Antilles, and was not ignorant of the 
other advantages he had over the colonifts engaged 
in clearing thofe iflands, to perfevere in a labour 
which muft procure him a comfortable tubfiftence, 
if not an arnple fortune, without any anxiety or 
uncertainty. 

ALL perfons who have attentively obferved A me- 
rica, know that the coafts of Brazil are very fer- 
tile. The fugar-canes are ftronger than thofe of 
the rivai colonies, and other productions have the 
fame iuperioricy. The inhabitants are not reduced 
to the neceffity of manuring a poor or an exhauft- 
ed foil. There is fuch plenty of land, that when 
one piece of ground is ípent, a frefh one maybe 
broke up, that will yield plentiful crops withoue 
much trouble. The inland parts only want hands 
to till them, and many navigable rivers are ready 
to convey their produce to the tea. The plan- 
tations are never deftroyed by hurricanes, or parch- 
ed with drought. There are few fituations in the 
Brazils where the intemperature of the air fhortens 
the lives of thole who are ufefully employed in 
the labours of the fields, and none where the in- 
habitants are {wept away by that dreadful mor- 
talitv, fo frequent in many parts of America. 

x" 2 Every 
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BOOK Every undertaking 1s carried on with eafe by the 

bet -afGiftance of the numberleis hocks with which che 
plains are covered. The flave does not impatient- 
ly expect his fubfiftence to be conveyed to him over 
ítormy feas, which when it arrives is often at fuch 
an immoderate price, that he cannot always pro- 
cure a fufficiency. He finds without much trou- 
ble a wholefome and pientiful provifion upon the 
very land he cultivates. T he mafter, on his part, 
can be under no apprehenfion of feeing an end to 
his good fortune, as he well knows that the co- 
lony has not yet attained to a tenth of its culture. 
One hundred and fifty thoutand blacks are already 
employed there, which are annually recruited by 
7 or 8000, and may eafily be multiplied. As it 
is cuftomary for the planter to import them di- 
rectly from Africa, he has nothing to fear from the 
negligence, unfkilfulnefs or difhonefty of the Eu- 
ropean merchants. His {hips have the double ad- 
vantage of making a {mall {tay at the end of their 
voyage, and of a fhort and eafy pafflage both 
going and coming. 

NOTWITHSTANDING all cthefe advantages, the 
culture of Brazil produced but 22,000,000 weight 
of raw fugar, Irr or 12,000 bales of tobacco, a 
finall quantity of farfaparilla, cocoa, coffee, rice 
and indigo; to which were added fome whale- 
bone, woods for dying, building, and cabinet 
work, and 14 or 15000 hides. : 

AMONG all the methods devifed for increafing: 
the produce of fo rich a ccuntry, the Portuguefe 

miniftry 
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miniftry have preferred that of giving freedom to B u K 
the Brazilians, as beine the fafeft, che cheapen, c 


and the moft humane. They declared in 1766, 
that tor the future, all the fubjetts cf the crown, 
whether they were fo by their own free will or by 
compulilion, fhould be Geermecd citizens to all in- 
tents and purpoites, and fhould be entitled to that 
appellation on the tame terms as the Europeans. 
No other duties are impofed upon them, the fame 
path is open to their talents, and they may acquire 
the fame honours. No other power has treated its 
American fubjecéts with to much humanity. This 
fingular cirumftance, though fo ftriking, has not 
even been taken notice of. Every one ıs intent 
upon politics, war, pleafure, or fortune. A re- 
volution fo favourable to mankind elcapes every 
eye, even in the middle of the eighteenth century, 
in this enlightened and philofophical age. The 
public good is the general topic of converfation, 
but we neither perceive it, nor are fenhible of ir 
when it takes place. 

PorRTUGAL would receive a fuficient compenfa- 
tion tor this indifference, if the new fiyf{tem had 
produced the defired effect. We fhould fee the 
Brazilians applying themfelves to the culture of 
their lands, and multiplying their produce. Their 
labour would enable them to procure nurmberlefs 
comforts which they have not enjoyed. The view 
of their happinefs would tempt the tavages to quit 
their forefts, and to embrace a more quiet way of 
life. By dčgrecs; the mivence Of their exampic 

> 2 would 
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B ee E would fpread, and in time, all Brazil would be 

tm COME civilized. A mutual confidence would be 
eftablifhed between the Americans and the Furo- 
peans, and they would become but one nation. 
All would concur in producing the ftock of an 
immenfe trade to the mother country, which on 
her part would not negleét to fend a conftant fup- 
ply for the increafing confumption of the colony. 
An exact balarce would be kept up between their 
reciprocal interefts, and great care would be taken 
that nothing fhould interrupt fo valuable a harmo- 
ny. In a word, the Portuguefe, by one act of 
humanity, would have made amends for all the 
injuries they have done the inhabitants of Ame- 
rica. 

UNFORTUNATELY thefe flattering profpects have 
all proved chimerical. Ice might have been rea- 
fonable to form expectations of their fiiccefs, if 
this great change had been brought on by flow 
degrees. The Brazilians might infenfibly have 
been attached to the comforts of fociety ; 
might have been trained upco ufeful labours ; they 

would gradually have got the better of their natu- 
ral lazinefs, and been in{fpired with a defire of pof. 
fefiing property. A happy revolution being thus 
prepared by thefe mild meafures, much would fill 
have remained to be done, which feems to have 
efcaped the penetration of the miniftry. They 
have neglected granting lands to the new fub- 
jects in convenient fituations. a ney 
made them fufficient advances. 


they 


have not 

They have noe 

fur - 
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nor have their chiefs been men of integrity and —/—~ 


humanity. Nothing, therefore, has been done for 
the public good, by granting civil liberty to the 
Brazilians ; and much has been done againit ir, by 
abridging the Europeans of their freedom, in fub- 
jeCting them to the tyrannical monopoly of an 
exclufive privilege. No perfon had forefeen, or 
even fufpected, a regulation fo contrary to the ge- 
nius of the nation. 

PortrucGat has made immenfe difcoveries in 
Africa, and in the Eaft and Weft Indies, without 


Monopo- 
lies efta- 
blifhed for 


the affiftance of any company. Mere focieties of the trade 


merchants, in which kings, princes, and noble- 
men were concerned, fitted out large fleets for 
thofe three parts of the world, railed the Portu- 
cuefe name above all others, and brought about 
the moft important and interefting revolution in 
commerce the univerfe had ever experienced. It 
was not to be expeéted that a nation, which, in 
the barbarous ages, had purfued the ineftimable 
advantages of competition, would at laft, in an 
enlightened age, adopt a pernicious iyftem, which, 
by collecting the principles of hfe and motion into 
a {mall part of the body politic, leaves all the reft 
in a ftate of inactivity and ruin. 

THis fyftem was formed among the ruins of 
L ifbon, when the earth had as it were caft out her 
inhabitants, and left them no azylum or place of 
fatety but on the fea or in the other hemiiphere. 
The dreadful fhocks which had fubverted that 


P a {uperb 


ot Brazile 
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B gd K£ fuperb capital were ftill repeated, and the fames 
— m that had reduced it to afhes were fcarce extinguifh- 
ed, when an exclufive company was eftablifhed, for 
the purpofe of felling to foreign nations the wine 
fo well known by the name of Port, which is 
drunk in many of the colonies, in part of the 
north, and efpecially’ in England. The city of 
Oporto, the firft in the kingdom for its popula- 
tion, riches and commerce, fince Lvifbon had as it 
were difappeared, juitly took the alarm, thinking 
that her trade would be ruined by this fatal elie. 
nation of the rights of the whole nation, in favour 
of a company. The province between the Douro 
and the Minho, the moft fruitful in the kingdom, 
formed no further expectations from its cultures. 
Defpair excited a fpirit of fedition among the 
people, and this gave occafion to the cruelties of 
the government. Twelve hundred perfons were 
either executed, condemned to public labour, ba- 
nifhed to tne forts in Africa, of reduced to pover- 
ty by the confifcation of their pofféffions. The 
monopoly which had occafioned all thefe misfor- 
tunes {till continued, and prevails even at this day, 
attended with all that train of evils which were 
forefeen, even by thofe who are leaft converfant in 
political. fpeculation. 

Tuis fatal experiment, which ought to have 
enlightened the miniftry, made no impreffion up- 
on them. Dhey had already, ever fince the 6th 
of June 1755, created the Maragnan company ; 
and far from receding, they ereéted the Fernam- 
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bucca company four years after, and thereby en- B es K 
Naved all the northern part of Brazil. The ftock WWW 
of the firft company confifted of 1200 fhares, and 
the other of 3400. ‘Their charter is for twenty 
years, and foreigners fettled in Portugal may be- 
come proprietors. They exercife the moft horrid 
tyranny over the immenfe coaft that has been con- 
figned to them. This attempt againft public li- 
berty and the right of property has excited a vio- 
lent {pirit of animofity, which is conftantly kept 
up by the evident diminution of the productions. 

We are ignorant of the reafons that have induc- 
ed the court of Lifbon to take a ftep, which has 
given offence to all orders of the ftate, and all 
parts of the monarchy. It 1s impoffible that fo 
tyrannical a meafure fhould have been adopted, 
with no other view than to prevent the contraband 
trade, as it hath been afferted. Befides that ex- 
clufive companies are from their nature more like- 
ly to increaie the contraband trade, it is well 
known that none is carried on in the fouth of Bra- 
zil, the only part that ts affected by the monopoly. 
The only foreign connections this part of America 
has, are the tranfactions of St. Catherine with the 
fhips that frequent the South Seas, and thofe of 
Rio-Janeiro with fhips of different nations, which, 
under various pretences, put in there in their paf- 
face to and from the Eaft Indies. 

WHATEVER motives may have given rife to 
charter companies, we may venture to affirm thac 
among the powers of Europe, Portugal has not 
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B a EK been the greateit lofer by this abfurd fyftem. That 

kingdom las adopted the fatal cuftom of being in 
fome meafure a mere fpectator of the trade that 
is carried on in its own colonics. So fingular an 
infatuation has been brought on by degrees. 


Caufes of Tue firt conquefts of the Portuguefe in Africa 

ta and Afia, did nor ftifle the feeds of their induftry. 

ga eal Though Lifbon was become the general warehoute 

pics. for India goods, her own filken and woollen ma- 
nufactures were fiill carried on, and were iufficient 
for the confumption of the mother country and of 
Brazil. The national activity extended to every 
thing, and made fome amends for the deficiency of 
population, which was becoming daily more confi- 
derable. Amidift the various calamities that Spanifh 
tyranny oppre fied the kingdom with, the Portuguefe 
could not complain of a ceffation of labour athome, 
nor was the number of manufactures much leffened 
at the time when they recovered their liberty. 


Tue happy revolution that placed the Duke of 
Braganza upon the throne, was the period of this 
decay. A fpirit of enthufiaim feized upon the 
people. Some of them crofied the feas, in order 
to defend diftant poffieffions againft an enemy who 
was imagined to be more formidable than he real- 
ly was. The reft took up arms to cover the fron- 
tiers. “Fhe interefts of the whole nation prevailed 
over private views, andevery patriot was folicitous 
only for his country. It might naturally be ex- 
pected that when the firft enthufiafm was paft, 
every one would refume his ufual employment ; 

but 
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but unfortunately the cruel war which followed BOO FE 
that great event, was attended with fuch devafta- _— —~ 
tions in an open country, that the people chofe 

rather not ta work at all, than to expofe them- 

felves to fee the fruit of their labours continually 
deftroyed. The miniftry encouraged this fpirit of 
indolence by meafures which cannot be too fe- 

verely cenfured. 

Tarir firuation put them under a neceffity of 
forming alliances. Political reafons fecured to 
them all the enemies of Spain. The advantages 
they- muft neceffarily reap from the diverfion made 
in Pertugal, could not attach them to its intereft. 
If the new court had formed fuch extenfive views 
as from the nature of their enterprife it might be 
prefumed they had, they would have known that 
they had no need to make any conceffions in order 
to acquire friends. By an ill-judged precipitation, 
they ruined their affairs. They gave up their trade 
to other powers, who were almoft as much in- 
terefted in its prefervation as they were themfelves. 
This infatuation made thofe powers imagine they 
might venture any thing, and they therefore un- 
reafonably extended the privileges that had been 
granted them. ‘Fhe induftry of the Portuguefe was 
deftroyed by this competition, but was again reviv- 
ed by an error of the French miniftry. 

France, which then had but a {mali quantity of 
bad tobacco, and no fugar at all, in 1644, refolved 
without any apparent reafon, to prohibit the im- 
portation of fugar and tobacco from Brazil. Por- 
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i ile tugal, by way of reprifal, prohibited the impor- 
—— tation of all French manufactures, the only ones 
it valued at that time. Genoa immediately feized 
upon the Giik trade, and has engrofied it ever 
fince; but the nation, atter lome hefitation, began 
in 1681, to manufacture their own woollen goods ; 
and by the affiftance of fome Englifh artificers, 
were enabled, in 16834, to prohibit feveral kinds 
of foreign cloth, and ioon after to forbid them all. 
Encitannp, which had raited her own trade with 
Portugal upon the ruins of that of France, was 
much chagrined at thefe arrangements. For along 
time, the Enelith ftrove to open the communica- 
tion afreth, and more than once when they thought 
they had accormplifhed this, they found themfelves 
totally difappointed in their expectations. It was 
impoffible to difcover in what manner thefe at- 
tempts would end, when a revolution happened 
in the political fyftem of Europe, which at once 


overturned all the former ideas. 

A GRANDSON of Lewis XIV. was called to the 
throne of Spain. All nations were alarmed at this 
acceffion of power to the houfe of Bourbon, which 
they already thought too formidable, and too am- 
bitious. Portugal in particular, which has always 
confidered France as a firm friend, now beheld in 
her an enemy who muft neceffarily defire, and, 
perhaps, promote her ruin. This induced her te 
apply for the protection of England, which being 
accuftomed to turn every negociation to her own 
commercial advantage took care not to neglect io 
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favourablean opportunity. The Englifh ambaffador B © 2 K 


Methuen, a profound and able negociator, fissned a ——- 


treaty, on the 27th of December 1703, by which 
the court of Lifbon engaged to permit the impor- 
tation of all Britifh woollen goods, on the fame 
footing as before the prohibition ; upon condition 
that the Portugal wines fhould pay a duty one 
third lefs than thofe of France, to the cuftom- 
houfe in England. 

Tue advantages of this ftipulation were very 
certain for one of the parties, but only probable 
for the other. England obtained an exclufive pri- 
vilege for her manufactures, as the prohibition re- 
mained in full force with regard to thofe of other 
nations ; but granted nothing on her part, having 
already fettled, for her own intereft, what fhe now 
artfully repreicnted as a great favour Gone to Por- 
tugal. Since France had bought no more cloths 
of the Englifh, they had obferved that the high 
price of French wines was prejudicial to the ba- 
lance of trade, and had therefore endeavoured to 
leflen the confumption, by laying heavier duties 
upon them. ‘They have again increafed them from 
the fame motive, and {till made a merit of it to 
the court of Lifbon, as being a proof of their 
friend{hip. 

The Portuguetfe manufactures fell, being una- 
ble to fupporct the competition of the Englifh. 
Great Britain clothed her new ally, and as the 
wine, oil, falc, and diruit fhe bought, was a trifle 
in comparifon to what fhe fold, it was neceflary 
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BOOK that the deficiency fhould be fupplied with the 

——— gold of Brazil. The balance inclined more and 
more in favour of the Englifh, and it was fcarce 
poffible that it fhould not. 

At perfons who are converfant with the theory 
ef commerce, or have attended to its revolutions, 
know that an active, rich and intelligent nation, 
which has‘once appropriated to iticlf any confider- 
able branch of trade, will foon engrofs all the lets 
important branches of it. It has fuch great ad- 
vantages over its competitors, that it difguits them» 
and makes icfelf mafter of the countries where its 
induftry is exerted. Thus it is that Great Britain 
has found means to engrofs all the productions of 
Portugal and her colonies. 

Ir furnifhes Portugal with clething, food, hard 
ware, materials for building, and all articles of 
luxury, and returns her own materials manutac- 
tured. This employs a million of Englifh artif- 
cers or hufbandmen. 

Ir furnifhes her with fhips, and with naval and 
warlike ftores for her fettlements in America, and 
carries on all her navigation in Europe. 

Ir carries on the whole money trade of Portu- 
gal. Money is borrowed in London at three or 
three and a half per cent, and negociated at Lif- 
bon, where it is worth ten. In ten years time, 
the capital is returned by the intereft,. and {till re- 
mains due. 

Ir engroffes all the inland trade. ‘There are 


Englith houfes fettled at Lifbon which receive all 
the 
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the commodities of their own country, and diftri- B p 
bute them to merchants, who difpote of them in —— — 
the provinces, moftly for the profit of their em- 
ployers. A imall profit is the only reward of this 
induftry, which is difgraceful to a nation that 
works at home for the benefit of another. 

Ir carries off even the commiffion trade. ‘The 
fleets deftined for the Brazils are the fole property 
of the Englifh. The riches they bring back muft 
belong to them. They will not even fuffer them 
to pafs through the hands of the Portuguefe, and 
only borrow or purchale their name, becaufe they 
cannot do without it. Thefe ftrangers -dHappear 
as foon as they have acquired the fortune they in- 
tend, and leave that nation itmpoverifhed and ex- 
haufted, at whofe expence they have enriched 
themfelves. It is demonftrable from the regifters 
of the fleets, that in the fpace of fixty years, that 
is, from the diicovery of the mines to the year 
1756, 2,;400,000.000 livres * wortn of gold have 
been brought away from Brazil, and yet in 1754; 
all the fpecie in Portugal amounted to no more 
than r5 or 20,000,000 7, and at that time the na- 
cion owed 72;000,000§. From this account we 
may eafily judge of its fituation. | 

But what Lifbon has loft, London has gained. 
England, by her natural advantages, was only in- 
tended for a fecondary power. Though the changes 
that had fucceffively happened in the religion, go- 
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vernmenr, and induftry of the Enelifh had im- 
proved their condition, increafed their ftreneth, 
and unfolded their genius, they could not pofibly 
aét a capital part. They knew by experience that 
the means which, in ancient governments, could 
raile a nation to any height, when without any 
connection with its neighbours, it emerged as it 
were finely out of nothing, were infufMfcient in 
modern times, when the intercourfe of nations 
making the advantages of each common to all, 
left to numbers and ftrength their natural fuperio- 
rity. Since foldiers, generals and nations have 
hired thenwfelves to engage in war; fince the power 
of gold hath opened every cabinet and made eve- 
ry treaty ; England hac learned that the greatnefs 
of a {tate depended upon its riches, and that its 
political power was ef{timated in proportion to its 
millions. This truth, which muft have alarmed 
the ambition of the Englifh, became favourable 
to them as foon as they had prevailed upon Por- 
tugal to depend on them for necefiaries, and had 
bound them by treaties to an impoffibility of pro- 
curing them from any other power. Thus was 
that kingdom made dependent on a falfe friend for 
food and raiment. Thefe were, to borrow the 
expreffion of a certain politician, lke two anchors 
which the Britons had faftened upon that empire. 
They went further ftill: they made the Portuguefe 
lofe all confideration, all weight, all influence in 
the general fyftem of affairs, by perfuading them 


to have neither torces nor alliances. Truit to us, 
faid 
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faid the Englifh, for your fafety ; we will nego-BOO K 


Ciate and fight for you. Thus, without bloodfhed 
or labour, and without experiencing any of the 
evils that attend upon conqueft, they made them- 
felves more effectually maiters of Portugal than 
the Portuguefe were of the mines of Brazil. 

ALL thingsare connected together, both in na- 
ture amd in politics. It is hardly poffible that a 
nation fhould lofe its agriculture and its induitry, 
without a vifible decay of the liberal arts, letters, 
{ciences, and ali the found principles of policy aud 
government. The kingdom of Portugal furnifhes 
a melancholy inftance of this truth. Since Great- 
Britain has condemned it to a ftate of inacuion, 
it is fallen into fuch barbarifm as is fcarce credible. 
The light which nas fhone all over Europe, ftop- 
ping at the Pyrenees, which feem to reflect it back 
again, hath not extended itfelf to the frontiers of 
Portugal. That kingdom has even been obferved 
to degenerate, and to attract the contempt of thofe, 
whofe emulation and jealoufy it had before excited. 
The advantage of having enjoyed excellent laws, 
while all otter flates were involved in horrible con- 
fufion ; this ineitimable advantage has been of no 
fervicé to the Portuguefe. They have loft the 
turn of their genius, by forgetting the principles 
of reafon, morality, and politics. “The efforts 
they may make to emerge from this ftate of de- 
generacy and intatuation, might, poffibly, prove 
ineffectual ; -becaufe good reformers are not cafily 
to be found in that nation which ftands moft m 
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need of them. Men who are qualified to caufe 
revolurions tn empires, are generally prepared to it 


=~ by previous circumftances; and. feldom ftart up at 


Means of 
reftorin 
Pofrtuga 
and its co- 
lonies. 


once. “I hey generally have their forerunners, who 
have awakened the minds of the peopte, difpofed 
them to receive the light, and prepared the necet- 
fary means for bringing about thefe great changes. 
As there is no appearance of any fuch preparatory 
fteps in Portugal, ic ts to be feared the nation 
muít ftill continue in this humiliating condition, 
unlefs it will adopt the maximsof more enlighten- 
ed ftates, with proper precautions fuited to its fi- 
tuation ; and unlefs it calls in the affiftance of fo- 
reigners capable of directing it. 

Tue firft ftep towards ts recovery, that leading 
one without which aH the reft would be unfteady, 
uncertain, ufelefs, and perhaps, dangerous, would 
be to fhake off the yoke of Emgland. Portugal 
in her prefent fituation, cannot fubfift without fo- 
reign commodities; therefore, it is her tntereft to 
promote the greateft competition of fellers fhe 
poflibly can, in order to reduce the price of whac 
the is obliged to buy. As it is no lefs the intereft 
of the Portuguefe to difpofe of the overplus of 
their own produce and that of their colonies, they 
ought, for the fame reafon, to invite as many pur- 
chafers as pofible to their harbours, to enhance the 
price and increafe the quantity of theirexports. F hefe 
political meafures arecertainly liable to no objection. 
By the treaty of 1703, the Portuguefe are only 
obliged to permit the importation of woollen 
goods 
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«goods from England, on the terms ftipulated be- Book 
fore the prohibition. They might grant the fame Ix. 
privilege to other nations, without incurring the “~~” 
reproach of having broken their engagement. A 
liberty granted to one nation, was never interpret- 
ed as an exclufive and perpetual privilege, that 
could deprive the prince who granted it, of his 
right of extending it to other nations. He muft 
neceffarily be the judge of what fuits his own king- 
dom. Itis not eafy to conceive what rational ob- 
jection a Britifh minifter could make to a king of 
Portugal who fhould tell him 5; I will encourage 
merchants to come to my dominions, who will 
feed my fubjeéts as cheap and cheaper than you; 
merchants who will take the produce of my colo- 
nies, from whence you will receive nothing but gold. 
We may judge of the effect this wife conduct 
‘would have, by the events that have taken place, 
independent of this fpirited refolution. Portugal 
receives annually to the value of feventy millions of 
livres* in foreign commodities, which fhe either pays 
for with the produce of her land, and with gold and 
diamonds, or remains in debt. The allurement 
of a profit of thirty-five per cent. which is not un- 
common in this trade, induces all nations to be 
concerned in it as much as poffible; nor are they 
deterred from it by the well-grounded fear of be- 
ipg never paid, or at leaft very late. Moit of 
them have been fuccefsful in their endeavours, 
France and Italy have engroffed one third of thofe 
Q 2 im- 
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B Ooo K imports. Holland, Eiamburgh, and the reft of 
1x. the north carry off as much ; and England, which 
—~ formerly ablorbed almoit the whole, takes up the 
remaining third. It appears from the regifters of 

the cuiftoms, that in the fpace of five years, from 

1762, to 1766 inclufively, England has fent goods 

to Portugal, only to the value of 95,613,547 li- 

vres 10 fous *; and has received commodities to 

the amount of 37,761,075 livres++; fo that the 

balance in money has been but 57,692,476 livres§,. 

Tue circumftance which deceives all Europe, 
with regard to the extent of the Englifh trade, 
is that all the gold of Brazil is conveyed by the 
road of the Thames. ‘This feems to be a natural 
and neceflary confequence of the affairs carried on 
by thar nation. But the truth is, that metals are 
not allowed to go out of Portugal, and, therefore, 
can only be brought away by men of war, which 
are not liable to be fearched ; that Great Britain 
fends two every week, as regularly as the fea will 
permit , and that thefe {hips bring the riches of 
all nations into their iland, from whence the mer- 
chants difperfed inthe feveral countries receive 
them either in kind or in bills of exchange, paying 
one per cent, 

Tae Britifh miniftry, who are not the dupes of 
thefe dazzling appearances, and are but too fenfible 
of the diminution of this moft valuable branch of 
their trade, have for fome time pait taken incredible 

| pains 
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yeains to reftore it to its former ftate. Theiren-BOOK 
deavours will never fucceed, becaufe this is one of IX. 
thofe events which are not within the reach of po- cai eel 
litical wifdom. If the evil arofe from favours 
granted to rival nations, or if England had been 
debarred from her former privileges, fome well 
conduéted negociations might occafion a new re- 
volution. But, the courtof Lifbon has never va- 

ried its conduét neither with Great Britain nor 

with other ftates. Her tubjects have had no other in- 
ducement to give the preference to the merchan- 

dife brought them from all parts of Europe, than 

becaufe thofe of their former friends were fo load- 

ed with taxes, that they bore an exorbitant price. 

The Portuguefe will procure many articles ata ftill 

miore reafonable rate, whenever their government 

fhall eftablifh a perfect equality in their ports be- 

tween all nations. 

Tsar court of Lifbon, after removing in fome 
meafure the difadvantages of their trade, which is 
merely paffive, fhould endeavour to make it ac- 
tive. Their own turn, the tafte of the age, and 
the defire of fame, deem to incline them to 
pretty confiderable manufactures. A quantity of 
coarfe woollen ftuffs is already woven in the inland 
provinces, though the wool is too fhort, and might 
be better employed to other purpofes. “Lhe go- 
vernment has nlk manufactures at Lifbon and at 
L.amego, which coft more than they are worth. If 
they do not weave gold or filver, it is becaufe the 
wear of them is flri€tly prohibited both in the njo- 
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Boo Kther country, and in the colonies. We have al- 
Ix. ready proved that this kind of induftry was not 
=v fit for Spain; and for the fame reafons it is impro- 
per for Portugal; which ought rather to turn tts 

views to the encouragement of agriculture. 

Irs climate is favourable ta the produétian of 
filk, of which there was formerly great plenty. 
The baptifed Jews made it their bufinefs to breed 
worms and to prepare the filk, ull they were per- 
fecuted by the inquifition, which was {ftill more 
{evere and more powerful under the houfe of Bra- 
ganza, than it had ever been under the Spanifh 
dominion. Matt of the manufaéturers fled to the 
kingdom of Valencia, and thofe who fold the pro- 
duce of their labours removed with their effeéts to 
England and Holland, which improved the aéti- 
vity of both thofe countries. This difperfion was 
the ruin of the filk trade in Portugal, fo that no 
trace of it remains at prefent; but it might be 
refumed. 

THE next cultivation that ought to be attended 
to, is that of the olive tree. It is now carried on, 
and conf{tantly fupplies all the oil that is wanted 
for home confumption, befides a fmall quantity 
every year for exportation ; but this is not fuffi- 
cient. It would be an eafy matter for Portugal to 
fhare in a more direét manner with other nations 
the profits they draw from this produétion, which 
is wholly confined to the fouthern provinces of 
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THerr wool is lhkewife capable of itmproveé-BOO K 
ment. Though it is inferior to that of Spain, the IX. 
French, the Dutch, and even the Englhlifh, buy up a 
twelve or thirteen thouland quintals every year, and 
would purchafe agreater quantity if ic were brought 
to the market. T hofe who have travelled through 
Portugal, with that ipiric of obfervation, which 
enables men to farm a right judgment of things, 
are of opinion that double the quantity might 
be obtained, without injuring the other branches 
of induftry, and that on the contrary, it might 
tend to their improvement. 

Tue trade of fais teems to have been more 
clofely attended to. The north annually takes oft 
150 tons, which may colt 1,500,000 *. It is cor- 
rofive, and takes off from the weight and flavour 
of our food ; but has the advantage of preferving 
fifh and meat longer than French falt. This pro- 
perty will occafion a greater demand for it in pro- 
portion as the nagivation of the country is ex- 
tended. 

Ir is impoffible to fay as much of their wines. 
They are fo indifferent, that it is furprifing how fo 
many nations in Europe could ever think of mak- 
ing them their conftant drink. it 1s {till more 
furprifing how the Portuguefe miniftry could ever 
make fuch an ill ute of their authority, as to puta 
{top to fo profitable a culture. The order for 
rooting up the vines could only, te dictated by pri- 
vate intereft or falie views. The pretence for fo 
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B O o K extraordinary a law is fo abfurd, that no one has 


Ix. 


given credit to it. Jr is very well known that the 


ae ground where the vines have ftood, can never be 


fit for the culture of corn. 

Bur if this were ever fo practicable, it would 
fiill be an wuunwarrantable infringement of the facred 
and unalienable right of property. In a monattry 
every thing belongs to all ; nothing is the property 
of any individual, but the joint property of the 
whole community; 1t is ane fingle animal with 
twenty, thirty, forty, a thoufand, ten thoufand 
heads. But itis not the fame in fociety. Flere 
every individual has the difpofal of himfelf and 
his property ; he poffefies a fhare of the general 
wealth, which he is abfolute matter of, and may 
ufe, or even abule, ashe thinks proper. A pri- 
vate man mutt be at liberty to let his ground lie 
fallow, if he chufes it, without the intervention of 
adminiftration. If government affumesa right to 
judge of the abule of property, it will foon take 
upon itfelf to judge of the ute of it; and then 
every true idea of liberty and property will be de- 
{ftroyed. If it can require me to employ my own 
property according to its fancy ; if it infli€ét pu- 
nifhments on my difobedience, my negligence or 
my folly, and that under pretence of general and 
public utility, I am no longer abtolute mafter of 
my own, I am only an acdiminiftrator, who is to be 
directed by the will of another. The man who 
lives in fociety, muft in this refpeét be left at li- 
berry to be a bad citizen, becaufe he will foon be 
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B o o K extraordinary a law is fo abfurd, that no one has 


IX. 


given credit to it. Jr is very well known that the 


—~ ground where the vines have {tood, can never be 


fit for the culture of corn. 

Bur if this were ever fo practicable, it would 
fill be an unwarrantable infringement of the facred 
and unalienable right of property. In a monattry 
every thing belongs to all ; nothing is the property 
of any individual, but the joint property of the 
whole community; it 1s ane fingle animal with 
twenty, thirty, forty, a thoufand, ten thoufand 
heads. Butit is not the lame in fociety. Eiere 
every individual has the difpofal of himfelf and 
his property ; he pofiefics a ibare of the general 
wealth, which he is abfolute matter of, and may 
ufe, or even abule, ashe thinks proper. <A pri- 
vate man mult be at liberty to let his ground lie 
tallow, if he chufes it, without the intervention ot 
adminiftration. If government affumesa right to 
judge of the abule of property, it will foon take 
upon itfelf to judge of the ule of it; and then 
every true idea of liberty and property will be de- 
ftroyed. If it can require me to employ my own 
property according to its fancy 3; if it infliét pu- 
nifhments on my dilobedience, my negligence or 
my folly, and that under pretence of genera) and 
public utility, I am no longer abtolute mafter of 
my own, I am only an acdlminiitrator, who is to be 
directed by the will of another. The man who 
lives in focietys muft in this refpect be left at li- 
berry to be a bad citizen, becaufe he will foon be 
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feverely punifhed by poverty, and by contempt, 
which is worfe than poverty. He who burns his 
own corn, or throws his money away, is a fool too 
rarely to be met with, to make it neceffary to bind 
him by prohibitive laws, which would be injurious 
in themfelves, by their infringement of the un1- 
verfal and facred notion of property. In every 
well regulated conftitution, the bufinefs of the ma- 
gittrate mult be confined to what concerns the 
public fafety, inward tranquillity, the conduct of 
the army, and the obfervance of thelaws. Wherever 
authority is extended beyond this, we may affirm 
that the people are expofed to oppreffion. If we 
take a furvey of all ages and nations, that great 
and fublime idea of public utility will prefent it- 
felf to our imagination under the fymbolical figure 
of a Hercules, crufhing one part of the people 
with his club, amidft the fhouts and acclamations 
of the other part, who are not. fenfible that they 
are foon to fall under the fame ftrokes. 

To return to Portugal; that country ftands in 
need of other meafures than have hitherto been 
purfued to reftore the moft important of its cul- 
tures. Ic is fo inconfiderable, that the Portuguefe 
annually import three fourths of the corn they con- 
fume. It is well known that before they had ap- 
plied themfelves to navigation, they fupplied great 
part of the Mediterranean with corn, and fome- 
times England itfelf. Their own wants now ¢all 
for the exertion of their aétivity. Nothing buta 
total impoffibility can juftify a government, that 

fuffers 
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B o O K fuffers both the mother country and her colonies 


IX. 


to depend upon other nations for the common ne- 


v ceffaries of life. 


Tre court of Jifbon would lay under a fatal 
miftake, if it fhould imagine that time alone will 
bring about fo great arevolution. It behoves it to 
pave the way for this revolution, by dirninifhing 
the taxes, and by changing the mode of railing 
them, which is often more cppreffive than the tax 
itrfelf. Wohenthe impediments are removed, every 
kind of encouragement muft be given. One of 
the moft fatal prejudices, and moft deftructive of 
the happinefs of men and the profperity of na- 
tions, is that which fuppofes that men only are 
wanting for the purpofes of agriculture. The ex- 
perience of all ages has fhewn, that much cannot 
be required of the earth, till much has been be- 
{towed upon it. There are not, perhaps, in all 
Portugal, twenty farmers who are able to advance 
the neceflary fums. Government fhould, there- 
fore, affift them. A revenue of about forty-four 
millions *, near one half of which it draws from 
the mother country, and the reít from the colonies, 
will facilitate this liberality, which is frequently 
more oeconomical than the moft fordid avarice. 

Turis firftt change will be productive of others. 
The arts neceffary to agriculture will infallibly rife 
and grow up with it. Induftry will extend its fe- 
veral branches, and Portugal will no longer exhibit 
an inftance of a favage people in the midft of ci- 
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vilized nations. The citizen will no longer beB OOK 


forced to devote himfelf to celibacy, or to leave 
his country in fearch of employment. Commodi- 
ous houtes will be ereéted upon ruins; and ma- 
nufaétures fupply the place of convents. The 
fubjeéts of this almoft ruined ftate, which now 
refemble thofe fcattered and folitary fhrubs that are 
found upon the foil of the richeft mines, will no 
longer be reduced to thofe neceffities they now ex- 
perience, notwithftanding their mountains and ri- 
vers of gold. The wealth of the fítate. will be 
kept in conítant circulation, and will no longer be 
buried in the thurches. Superftition will be ba- 
nifhed, together with ignorance, defpair, and in- 
dolence. Thole who have no other objeét in view, 
but to commit exceffles, and expiate them, who are 
fond of miracles and magic arts, will then be in- 
flamed with public fpirit. The nation freed from 
its fetters, and reftored cto its natural activity, will 
exert itfelf with a fpirit worthy of its former ex- 
ploits. 

Portrucat will then recolleét, that fhe was in- 
debted to her navy for her opulence, her glory, and 
her flreneth, and will attend to the means of re- 
{toring it. It will no longer be reduced to eighteen 
men of war, ill built, and as ill manned and armed, 
and about a hundred merchant-men, from fix to 
eight hundred tons burden, which are ftill ina 
more ruinous ftate. Hier population, whicl!. has 
infenfibly funk from three millions of fouls to 
eighteen hundred thoufand, will increafe and fill 
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her harbours and roads with active flects. The 
revival of her navy, will be doubtlefs difficult for 
a power whole flag is not known on any of the 
European feas, and which, for a century paft, has 
given up her navigation to any power that would 
attend to it; but every obftacle wiil be furmounted 
by a wife and prudent government. When once it 
carries on all the navigation that fhould belong to 
it, immenfe fums will be retained in the kingdon), 
which are now conftantly expended for freight. 
Tuis change will extend its influence to the 
iflands that are dependent on Portugal. “The port 
of Madeira will no longer be open to the Englifh. 
The mother country will have the fole power of 
difpofing of twenty-five or thirty thoufand pipes 
of madeira which that iland produces. It will be 
in the roads of Lifbon and Oporto that all nations 
will fupply themielves with that wine, which is in 
fuch requeft in the four quarters of the globe. 
The Azores will furnifh Portugal for the purpofes 
of agriculture, for its own confumption, and for 
falt provifions, with oxen, which it is prevented 
from breeding by the drynefs of its foil; and the 
Cape de Verd iflands will fupply it with more 
mules than it wants. The New England people 
formerly procured them from thence to carry to 
the Caridbee iflands; but a great mortality that 
happened in 1750, put anendi tocthat trade. T his 
deficiency will toon be made good by a proper at- 
tention to the breeding of this cattle. 
T UESE 
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Tarse alterations will be productive of ftillBook 
more material ones. Brazil, which has no other Ix. 
defe& than that of being too large for Portugal; ——~—— 
which has only a few habitations fcattered along 
the fea ccoafts ; and has no other colonifts tn the 
inland parts, but fuch as are employed in the 
mines, will then affume a new afpect: its govern- 
ment will be new modelled. It will become evi- 
dent how great a miftake has been committed with 
regard to all modern nations, by transferring to 
the new difcovered world all the abfurdities which 
the barbarifm of the feudal government had ac- 
cumulated in the old through a long feries of ages. 

A few plain laws will be fubftituted in the place 

of the fubtle arts of chicane, which are no more 
than refinements on tyranny, and an increafe of 
oppreffion. 

Tar execution of thefe laws will be fecured, if 
employments are not fold, and if a proper choice 
is made, and good governors appointed to com- 
mand Para, Bahia, and Rio Janeiro, who fhall be 
independent of each other, though the latter fhall 
have the title of viceroy. The vigilance of the 
three chiefs will put an end to the treacheries and 
enormities which the Brazilian Portuguefe have 
too long been guilty of, or cauféd their flaves to 








commit. 
Elavince thus reformed their manners, the next 


Rep will be to regulate their adminiftration. “fhe 
liberty of er is out fhips from the mother coun- 


srv at pleafurc, mie h has been fulbftituted to the 
op- 
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BOO kKoppreffive mode of carrying on trade by fleets 
Ix. will be produétive of other favourable innovations. 
w~ Expeditions will not be confined to the roads of 
Lifbon and Oporto, becaute as the other ports bear 

their part in the public expences, it is fit they 

fhould enjoy the fame advantages. Exclufive com- 

panies will be abolifhed. “That load of taxes, 

which is the bane of Europe, will no longer op- 


prefs the Brazils. This colony will no longer be 
devoured by thofe numerous contractors who are 
the ruin of the moft fuccefsful labours. The mo- 


ther country will be convinced that fhe has no 
right to demand any thing of her colonies but 
their productions. Thefe produétions themfelves 
will not in the firft inftance be clogged with enor- 
mous duties, which prevent them from being cir- 
culated. Gold, that mark of all other riches, that 
moft valuable commodity of Brazil, freed from 
the fetters that obitructed its progrefs, will freely 
circulate in all countries which can fupply com- 
modities in exchange for it. It will no longer be 
neceflary that Dutch, French, and Enghfh men 
of war fhould favour or conceal the fraudulent ex- 
portation of it under the fanction of their flac. 
AGRICULTURE, ennobled by liberry, will fhake 
off the yoke of oppreffion, to which ignorance, 
avarice, and defpotifm have made it fubject. The 
means that will concur in promoting it will daily 
increafe. The Portuguefe, who firft opened Afri- 
ca to other nations, have, notwithftanding their 


decay, preferved fome confiderable advantages in 
that 
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that country. They poffiefs large colonies on the BOOK 
coaft moft favourable for the flave trade, while the ix. 
rival nations have only {mall factories there; and ye 
fome are deprived even of this refource. “Thefe 
exclufive poffeffions, which enable them to procure 

their negroes one third cheaper than they are to be 

had inthe ports where there is a competition, will 
determine the Brazilians to increafe the number of 

them, when once the duty is taken off, which is 

now ten per cent. upon the heads of thefe unhap- 

py Africans, as it is upon all commodities that 

come from Europe. The mother country will give 
a further encouragement to this trade, fince even 
the callof humanity cannot prevail upon ambition 
to diicontinue it, by permitting the colony to make 
their own falt, inftead of fending for it from Peor- 
tugal, as it is now compelled to do. This will fa- 
cilitate the fitting out of fhips, by adding falc beef 
and pork to the provifions of the crew, which hi- 
therto have been only cafiada and dried faith. Then, 
inftead of thirty or forty fhips, from fixty to a 
hundred tons burden, which are annually fitted 
out, one hundred will be difpatched, and in pro- 
cefs of time a greater number if it fhould be 
thought neceffary. 

Tsis improvement might be haftened, by per- 
mitting a direct navigation from the Brazils to the 
Eait Indies. This trade is peculiarly ufeful to 
Portugal ; and her policy would require her roex- 
tend it as much as poffible. As the Porruguefe 
neither have nor can have any manufactures df 


their 
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Boo K their own, they ought to give the preierence to 
IX. thofe linens and ftufis which are anreeaDbie, anil 
-—— which are mott fuitable to their own climate and 
that of their colonies, and abfolutcly neceffary for 
their African faétories. The mether country would 
not facrifice any advantage by affociating Brazil to 
this branch of induftry. Ic cannot have forgot 
that it formed a company in 1723, which did not 
fucceed. From that time, only one fhip has bcen 
fitted out yearly, which for along while put in 
at Bahia on its return from Afia, and for fome 
years paft, calls for refrefhments at Angola, by 
order of the government to which it belongs. The 
dire4t voyages from Brazil would be much more 
frequent. Its contraband trade with Buenos Ayres. 
would fupply it with piaftres for traffic, and ıt, 
would find on the Amazon part of the materials 
for navigation. The banks of that immenfe river 

abound with wood of the moft excelent kind. It 
known to be very lafting, neither does the worm, 
which is the univerfal fcourge of the navy, ever 
affect it, and the fcurvy never appears on board 
the fhips that are made of it. The difficulty aril- 
ing from the want of hemp or flax is already re- 
moved. Two plants have been diicovered, which 
grow in great plenty in the forefts about Bahia, 
called Gravata and Tieu, which make very good 
thread for coarfe linen, fail-cloth and ropes. Un- 
fortunately a private man inthe neighbourhood 
has got a patent for fitrcen vears for the fole work- 

ing of it. 
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An infallible way to bring about thefe great B TE o 
changes {peedily, would be to open the ports of ——— 
Brazil to all nations. Such a liberty would give 
the colony that aćtivity which it never can acquire 
without it. The nations that fail there would be 
interefted in its profperity and defence. It would 
be far more ferviceable to the mother country, by 
the gradual increafe of its cuftoms than by a per- 
nicious monopoly. Portugal that has no manu- 
faćtures, muft purfue a different fyftem from the 
other powers in Europe, who have more goods 
than they want to fupply their American fettle- 
ments; and the very competition that might be 
prejudicial to them, will certainly be very advan- 
tageous to the Portuguefe. 

Ir the court of Lifbon does not adopt this fy- 
item, which no doubt may be liable to fome ob- 
yections, it muft at leaft repeal the law that for- 
bids all foreigners from refiding in the Brazils. 
Not fifty years ago- there were feveral Enọglifh, 
Dutch, and French houfes in Brazil, whofe in- 
duftry encouraged every kind of labour. Far 
from driving them away by barbaroufly oppreffing 
them, encouragements ought to have been given 
to fix them there, and to increafe their number, 
Not that, ftrictly fpeaking, there is a {carcity of 
white people in thefe extenfive regions ; for by a 
calculation that may be depended on, they amount 
to near 600,000. This is more than are to be 
found in any other colony; but the Creole Por- 
tuguele are fo indolent, fo corrupt, fo paffionately 
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BOOK addiéted to pleafure, that they are become inca- 

Ws pable of the leaft care and application to bufinets. 
Perhaps, the only way to rouze this degenerate 
race, would be to fet before their eyes fome laborious 
men, to whom fuirable parcels of land might be 
allotted. 

THis might eafily be done. On the banks of 
the moft navigable rivers are large plains that are 
no man’s property, and might enrich any one who 
would take the pains to cultivate them. Even 
by the fea fide, it would be an eafy matter to fettle 
a great number af cultivators. On the firft dif- 
covery of that country, government granted whole 
provinces to feveral noblemen under the title 
of captainfhips ; but afterwards withdrew thefe 
grants, and gave. in exchange, titles, penfions, 
or other marks of favour. This policy has brought 
into the crown a large extent of territory, which 
now ties watte, and might be ufefully employed. 
An infinite number of Englifh. French, and Dutch 
colonifis, whofe plantations are exhaulted, and 
many Europeans who are feized with a paffion of 
making a fortune, fo prevalent in this age, would 
remove thither with their induftry and their whole 
ftock. 

Taar nothing might prevent them, they fhould 
be fecured from the fury of the inguifition. “That 
cruel] tribunal has never, indeed, been erected 
in Brazil; but it has its emuflaries there, who 
are more inhuman, if poffible, than itfelf. It 
is ftill remembered, that from the year 1702 to 

1715, 
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3718, thofe infamous men fent over to Europe a B D 
prodigious number of priefts, monks, and pro- —_,—~ 


prietors of land, and even negroes, whom they 
accufed of Judaifm. Thefe oppreffions ruined 
agriculture to fuch a degree, that the fleets of 
2724 and i725 found no provifions there. In 
1728, the government enacted that for the fu- 
ture, if any colonift were taken up by the holy 
office, his goods and chattels and his faves fhould 
not be forfeited, and that his forrcune fhould de- 
fcend to his heirs. T he mifchief that was already 
done, could not be repaired by this decree, nor 
can mutual confidence be reftored, till the auchors 
of the misfortunes that have ruined the colony are 
recalled. 

Even this precaution will not be fufficient, un- 
lefs the power of the clergy is abridged. Some 
{tates have been known to favour the corruption 
of priefts, in order to weaken the afcendent that 
fuperftition gives them over the minds of the peo- 
ple. That this method is not always infallible, 
appears from what has happened in the Brazils, 
nor is this execrable policy reconcileable with the 
principles of morality. It would be more fecure 
and more eligible to open the doors of the fanc- 
tuary to all che citizens without diftinction. Phi- 
lip II, when he became matter of Portugal, enac- 
ted that they fhould be fhut againft all fuch whofe 
blood was tainted with any mixture with Jews 
heretics, negroes or Indians. This diitinétion has 
given a dangerous fuperiority to a fer of men who 
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BOOK were already too powerful. It has been abolifhec 


Ix. 


WH in the African fettlements 5; why fhould not thate 


of America enjoy the tame privilege? Why, after 
taking from the clergy the authority they derived 
from their birth, fhould they not be abridged of 
the power they allume on account of their riches ? 


SOME politicians have afferred, that no govern- 
ment ought ever to appoint a fixed income for the 
clergy, but that their iptiritual tervices fhould be 
paid by thofe who have recourte to them. That 
this method would excite therr zeal and vigilance. 
That they would grow daily more expert in the 
care of fouls by experience, ftudy, and applica- 
cacion. Thefe ftatefmen have been oppofed by 
philofophers, who maintained that an ceconomy 
which would tend to increafe the aétivity of the 
clergy, would be fatal to public tranquillity; and 
that it was better to full that ambitious body into 
idlenefs, than to give it new itrength. [ft ts ob- 
ferved that churches and religious houtes which 
have no fettled income, are fo many repofitories 
of fuperftition, maintained at the expence of the 
lower clafs of people, where faints, muracles, re- 
licks, and all the inventions with which impofture 
has loaded religion, are made. So that it would be 
a benefit to fociety, 1f the clergy hada {tated pro- 
viGon; but fo moderate asco reftrain the ambition 
of the body and the number of its members. Po9- 
verty makes them fanatical ; opulence indepen- 
dent; and both concur to render them feditious. 


SucwH 
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Sucu at leaft was the opinion of a philofopher, 
who faid to a great monarch; There is a powerful 
body in your dominions, which hath affumed a 
power of fufpending the labour of your fubdjects, 
whenever it pleafes to call them into its temples. 
This body is authorized to fpeak to them a hun- 
dred times a year, and to {peak in the name of 
Geod. Ic tells them that the moft powerful fove- 
reign is no more in the fight of the fupreme being 
than the meaneft flave ; and that as ic is infpired 
by the creator of all things, it is to be believed in 
preference to the matters of the world. The ef- 
fects of fuch a fyftem threaten the total fubverfion 
of fociety, unlefs the minifters of religion are made 
Gependent on the maegiftrate ; and they will never 
be effectually fo, unlets thev hold their fubfiftence 
from him. This is the only way to eftablifh a 
harmony between the oracles of heaven and the 
maxims of government. It is the bufinefS of a 
prudent admuniftration to bring this about without 
difturbances or commotions. 

Tirt the court of Lifbon has attained this falu- 
tary end, ail projects of reformation will be in- 
effeétual. The defects of ecclefiaftical govern- 
anenc will {till fubGQ, noctwithftanding all endea- 
vours to reform them. The clergy muit be 
brought to depend wpon the magiltrate, before 
the Portuguefe who live in Brazil can dare to op- 
pofe their tyranny. Perhaps even the prejudices 
thefe inhabitants have imbibed from a raulty and 
monaitic education, may be too deeply rocted in 
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BOOK their minds, to be ever eradicated. Dhefe en- 
w lightened views feem to be referved for the next 
generation. This revolution might be haftened 
by obliging the chief proprietors to fend their 
children to Europe for education, and by reform- 

ing the plan of public education in Portugal. 
ALL ideas are eafily impreffed upon tender or- 
gans. The foul, without experience as without 
reflection, readily admits truth and falfhood in mat- 
ters of opinion, and equally adopts what is either 
conducive or prejudicial to the public welfare. 
Young people may be taught to value or depre- 
ciate their own reafon; to make ufe of it, or to 
neglect it ; to confider it as their beft guide, or to 
miftruft its powers. Fathers obftinately defend 
the abfurdities they were taught in their infancy ; 
their children will be as fond of the leading prin- 
ciples in which they have been trained. They 
will bring back into Brazil notions of religion, mo- 
rality, admuniftration, commerce, and agriculture. 
The mother country will confer places of truft on 
them alone. They will then exert the talents they 
have acquired, and the face of the colony will be 
totally changed. Writers who fpeak of it, will no 
longer lament the idlenefs, the ignorance, the 
blunders, the fuperftitions which have been the 
ground-work of its adminiftration. The hiftory 
of this colony will no longer bea fatyre upon it. 
THe fear of incenfing Great Britain muft not 
protract thefe happy alterations one fingle moment. 
The motives which, pérhaps, have prevented them 
hitherto 
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hitherto are but prejudices, which will be removed BOOK 
upon the flighteft examination. “There are num- =, 
berlefs political errors, which, once adopted, be- 
come principles. Such is the prevailing notion at 
the court of Liuifbon, that the ftate cannot exiít or 
profper, but by means of the Englifh. Ic is for- 
gotten that the Portuguefe monarchy was formed 
without the help of other nations; that during the 
whole time of their contefts with the Moors, they 
were fupported by no foreign power ; that their 
greatne{fs had been increafing for three centuries 
fucceffively, when they extended their dominion 
over Africa and the Eaft and Weft Indies by their 
own ftrength. All thete great revolutions were per- 
formed by the Portuguefe alone. Was it necefiary 
then that this nation fhould difcover a great trea- 
fure, and be a proprietor of rich mines, merely 
to fuggeft the idea of its being unable to fupporc 
itfelf? Are the Portuguefe to be compared to thafe 
foolifh individuals, whofe heads are turned by the 
embarraffment, waich their newly acquired riches 
occafion? 

No natien vught to fubmit to be protected. If 
the people are wife, they wtll have forces relative 
to their ficuation ; and will never have more ene- 
mies than they are able ro withftand. Uvnlefs their 
ambition is unbounded, they have allies, who, for 
their own fakes, will warmly and faithfully fup- 
port their inrereft. This general truth is peculiar- 
ly applicable to thofe ftates that are pofitcffed of 
mines. It is the tnrereft of all other nations to be 


R 4 in 


























248 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 


B E Mery K in amity with them, and if there is occafion for it, 
they will all unite for their prefervation. Met Por- 
tugal but hold the balance even between all the 
powers of FE.urope, and they will form an impe- 
netrable barrier around her. FE ngland herfelf, 
though deprived of the preference fhe has too 
long enjoyed, will ftill fupport a nation whofe in- 
dependence is effential to the balance of power in 
Europe. All nations would quickly join in one 
common caufe, if Spain fhould ever be fo mad 
for conqueft, as to attempt any thing againít Por- 
tugal. Never would the jealous, PEN and 
quick fighted policy of our age fuffer all the trea- 
fures of the new world to be in the fame hands, 
or that one houte fhould be fo powerful in Ame- 
rica, as to threaten the liberties of Europe. 

‘Tuts fecurity, however, fhould not induce the 
courtof Lifbon to negleét the means of their own 
prefervation, as they did when they trufted to the 
Britifh arms for their defence, or indolently refted 
on the fupinenefs of their neighbours: when, detti- 
tute of land or fea forces, they were accounted 
as nothing in the political fyfttem, which is the 
greateit difgrace that can befal a nation. If the 
Portuguefe will regain the confequence they have 
loft, they muit put themfelves in fuch a ftate, as 
mot to be afraid of war, and even to declare it 
themfelves, if their rights or their fafety fhould 
require it. It is not alerava an advantage toa na- 
tion to continue in peace, when all fhe re{t are in 
arms. Inthe political as in the natural world, a 
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great event will have very extenfive effects. TheB®B = IX 
rile or fall of one empire will affeét all the reft. s= VU 
FEven thofe which are furtheít removed from the 
feat of war, are oftentimes the viĉtims of their 
moderation or weaknefs. Thefe maxims are di- 
rectly applicable to Portugal, particularly at this 
juncture, when the example of her neighbours, 
the critical fituation of her haughty allies, the fo- 
licitations of the powers who are jealous of her 
friendfhip ; in fhort, every thing calls upon her to 
rouze, and to exert herfelf. 

Ir the Portuguefe will not at length frequent the 
feas, where alone they can diftinguifh themfelves, 
and from whence they muft derive their profpe- 
rity, if they do not appear with a powerful force 
at the extremity of Europe, where nature has fo 
happily placed them, their fate is decided, the 
monarchy is at an end. They will fall again into 
the chains they had fhaken off for a moment: as 
a lion that fhould drop afleep at the door of his 
den after he had broken it open. The little cir- 
culation there is {till within, would but indicate 
thofe feeble figns of life, which are the fympronis 
of approaching death. The few trifling regu- 
lations they might make from time to time, re- 
{petting the finances, the police, commerce, and 
the navy, whether at home or for the colonies, 
would be but weak palliatives, which, by conceal- 
ing their fituation, would make it only the more 
dangerous. 


Ir 
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BOOK Ir cannot be denied that Portugal has fuffered 
w — the moft favourable opportunity that could have 
offered, of refuming her former iplendour to eí- 
cape. They are not politics alone that prepare re- 
volutions. Some deftructive phoenomenon may 
change the face of an empire. “The earthquake 
of the firit of November 1755, which overthrew 
the capital of Portugal, oughe to have reftored the 
kingdom. The deitruétion of a proud city is often 
the prefervation of a whole ftate, as the opulence of 
one man may be the ruin of thoufands. State- 
ly edifices be fubverted ; effects, moftly belong- 
ing to foreigners, might be deftroyed; idle, 
debauched and corrupt men might be buried under 
heaps of ruins, without affecting the public wel- 
fare. The earth, in a tranfient fit, had only taken 
what fhe was ableto reftore ; and the gulphs fhe 
opened under one city, were ready digged for the 
foundations of another. 

A NEw ftate, a new people, might have been 
expected to rife out of thofe ruins. But as much 
as thefe violent and uncommon ftarts of nature ani- 
mate great minds, fo much they deprefs little fouls, 
corrupted by a long habit of ignorance and fuper- 
{tition. Government, which every where takes 
advantage of the credulity of the people, and 
which nothing can divert from the fettled purpofe 
of extending the boundaries of authority, became 
more encroaching at the very inftant that the 
nation grew more timorous. Men of bold ípi- 
rits opprefied thofe that were weak; and the 
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period of that great phoenomenon proved that of anBO O K 
increafe of flavery ; a fad but common effect of —~,—— 
the cataftrophes of nature. They ufually make 
men a prey to the artifices of thofe who are ambi- 
tious of ruling over them. Then it is that they 
take large ftrides, by repeated aćts of arbitrary 
power; whether thofe who govern, do really be- 
lieve that the people were born to obey, or whether 
they think that, by extending their own power, 
they increafe the {trength of the public. Thofe 
falfe politicians are not aware that with fuch prin- 
ciples, a ftate is like an overiftrained fpring, that 
will break at laft, and recoil againft the hand that 
bends it. The prefent fituation of the continent 
of South America, but too plainly evinces the 
jyuttnefs of this comparifon: let us now proceed 


to fhew the effects of a different conduét in the 
American iflands., 





END oF THE NINTH Book. 
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Settlement of the European nations in the great Ar- 
chipelago of America, known by the name of the 
Antilles or Caribbece tifiands. 


B re K 
panpa j | HAT part of North America, which ex- 


tends from the 293 to the 316 degree of longi- 
tude, contains the moft numerous, extenfive and 
rich Archipelago the ocean has yet opened to the 
curiofity, the induftry and avidiry of the Euro- 
peans. The iflands that compofe it are known, 
fiance the difcovery of the new world, by the name 
of the Caribbees. Thofe that lie neareft the EFaft, 
have been called the Windward iflands; the others, 
the Leeward, on account of the winds blowing 
generally from the eaftern point in thole quarters. 
They form a continued chain, one end of which 
feems to be attached to the continent near the 
gulph of Maracaybo, the other, to clofe the en- 
trance of the gulph of Mexico. They may, per- 


haps, with fome degree of probability, be con- 
fidered 
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dered as the tops of very high mountains for-BO OF 
merly belonging to the continent, which have been ——,-—~ 
changed into iflands by fome revolution that has 

laid the flat country under water. 

ALL the iflands of the world feem to have been 
detached from the continent by fubterraneous fires, 
or earthquakes. 

Tue celebrated Atlantica, whofe very name Whether. 
would fome thoufand years ago have been buried cn cae 
in Oblivion, had it not been trantmitted down to oe 
us by Plato, from the obfcure tradition of Egypti- erica epa 
an priefts was, probably, a large traét of land fi- 
tuated between Africa and America. Several cir- 
cumftances render it probable that England was 
formerly a part of Frances and Sicily has evidently 
been detached from Italy. The Cape de Verd 
iflands, the Azores, Madeira, and the Canaries 
muft have been part of the neighbouring conti- 
ments, or of others that have been deftroyed. The 
late obfervations of Englifh navigators leave us 
{carce any room to doubt that all the iflands of the 
South Sea, formerly compofed one entire conti- 
ment. New Zealand, the largeft of them, 1s full 
of mountains, on which may be perceived the 
marks of extinguifhed volcanos. Its inhabitants 
are neither beardicf{s nor copper-coloured as thole 
of America; and though they are feparated fix 
hundred and eighty leagues from each other, they 
{peak the fame language as the natives of the 
iland of Otraheite, difcovered by M. De Bou- 


gainville. 
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B = K INDISPUTABLE monuments evince that iuch 
Ww changes have happened, of which the attentive 
naturalift every where difcovers iome traces {till re- 
maining. Shells of every kind, corals, beds of 
oyfters, fea-fifh entire or broken, regularly heaped 
up in every quarter of the globe, in places the molt 
diftant from the iea, in the bowels and on the iur- 
faces of mountains; the variablenefs of the con- 
tinent fubjeét ro all the changes of the ocean by 
which it is conftantly beaten, worn away or fub- 
verted: while at a diftance, perhaps, on one fide 
it lofes immenfe traéts of land; on the other, dii- 
covers to us new countries, and long banks of fand 
heaped up before thofe cities that formerly were 
celebrated fea-ports: the horizontal and parallel 
pofition of the ftrata of the earth and of marine 
produétions colieéted and heaped up alternately in 
the fame order, compofed of the fame materials, 
that are regularly cemented by the conftant and 
fucceffive exertion of the fame caufe: the cor- 
refpondent fimilarity obfervable between fuch coafts 
as are feparated by an arm of the fea: on one fide 
of which may be perceived falicnt angies oppofite 
to re-entering angles on the other: on the right- 
hand, beds of the fame kind of fand, or fimular 
petrifactions difpofed on a level with fimilar itrata 
extending to the left: the direction of mountains 
and rivers towards the fea as to their common on- 
gin: the formation of hijls and vallies, on which 
this immenfe body of fluid hath, as it were, ftamp- 


ed indelible marks of its undulations: all thete ie- 
vera 
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xeral circumftances atteft, that the ocean hasBOO KX 
broken its natural limits, or perhaps, that its li- WWW, 
ammits have never been infurmounrable ; and that 
varying the furface of the globe, according to the 
irregularity of its own motions, it hath alternately 
taken the earth from its inhabitants, and reftored 
it to them again. Hence thofe fucceffive though 
never univertal deluges that have covered the face 
of the earth, but nor rendered it totally invifible 
ro us at once: for the waters aéting at the fame 
time in the cavities and on the furface of the globe, 
cannot poffibly increate the depth of their beds 
without diminifhine their breadth ; or overflow, on 
one fade, without leaving dry land on the other; 
nor can we conceive any alteration in the whole 
fy{tem that can poffibiy have made all the moun- 
tains difappear at once and occafioned the fea to 
rife above their iummiits. What a fudden transfor- 
mation muít have forced all the rocks and every 
folid particle of matter to the center of the earth, 
to draw out of its inmoft recefles and channels all 
thofe fluids which animate it ; and thus blending 
ics feveral elements together, produce a maís of 
waters and ufelefs germina floating in the air? Is 
it not enough that each hemnufphere alternately be- 
comes a prey to the devaftations of the ocean ? 
Such conftant fhocks as thefe have doubrlefs fo 
long concealed from us the new world, and, per- 
haps, {wallowea up that continent, which, as is 
imagined, had been only iteparated from our own. 
WiHiatT- 
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oie A WHATEVER may be the fecret caules of thet 
—— particular revolutions, the general caule of which 
refults from the known and univerial laws of mo- 
tion, their effects, however, will be always fen- 
fible to every man who has the refolution and fa- 
gacity to perceive them. They will be more par- 
ticularly evident in regard to the Caribbee iflands, 
if it can ever be proved that they undergo vic- 
lent fhocks whenever the volcanos of the Corde- 
leras throw out their contents, or when all Peru is 
fhaken. This Archipelago, as well as that of the 
Eatt-Indies, fituated nearly in the fame degree of 
latitude, feems to-be produced by the tame caufe; 
namely, the motion of the fea from eaft to weft: 
a motion impreiled by that which cautes the earth’s 
revolution from weft to eaft; more rapid at the 
equator, where the globe of the earth being more 
elevated, revolves in a larger circle and in a more 
agitated zone; where the ocean feems, as it were 
willing to break through all the boundaries nature 
oppofes to it, and opening to itfelf a free and un- 
interrupted courfe, forms the equinoétial line. 
Tse direction of the Caribbee iflands, begin- 
ning from Tobago, is nearly north and N. N. W. 
This direction is continued from one ifland to ano- 
ther, forming a line fomewhat curved towards the 
north-weft, and ending at Antigua. In this place 
the line becomes at once curved, and extending 
itfelf in a ftraight direction to the W. and N. W. 
meets in its courfe with Porto-Rico, Sr. Domingo, 
and Cuba, known by the name of the Leeward 


Iflands, 
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TWMands, which are feparated from each other by BO s K 
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channels of various breadths. Some of thefe are ——_— 


fix, others fifteen or twenty leagues broad ; but 
the foundings in all of them are from a hundred 
to a hundred and twenty or a hundred and fifty 
fathom. Between Granada and St. Vincent’s there 
is alfo a {mall Archipelago of thirty leagues, in 
which tometimes the toundings are not ten fa- 
thom. 

THe mountains in the Caribbee iflands run in 
the fame direction as the iNands themielves. This 
direction is fo regular, that if we were to conlider 


the tops of theie mountains only independent of 


their bafes, they might be looked upon asa chain 
of hills belonging to the continent, of which 
Martinico would be the moft north-wefterly pro- 
montory. 

‘Tue {prings of water which fow from the moun- 
tains in the Windward iflands, run all in the weft- 
ern part of thete iflands. “The whole eaftern coaft, 
that is to fay, which, according: to our conje¢tures, 
has always been covered by the fea, is without any 
running water. No fprings come down there from 
the mountains ; they would, indeed, have been ufe- 
leis, for after having run overa very fhort tract of 
land, and with great rapidity, they would have 
fallen into the fea. 

In Porto-Rico, St. Domingo, and Cuba, there 
are a few rivers which difcharge themfelves into 
the fea on the northern Gide, and whofe tources rife 
in the mountains running from eaft to weft, that 

Yor. IIIf. S is, 
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is, through the whole length of thefe iflands., 


ee I hele rivers water a confiderable extent of low 


Wature of 
the foil of 
the Carib- 
bee iflands. 





country, which has certainly never been covered 
by the fea. From the other fide of the mountains 
facing the fouth, where the fea, owing with great 
impetuofity, leaves behind it marks of its inunda- 
tions, feveral rivers flow into thete three iflandss 
fome of which are confiderable enough to receive 
the largeft fhips. 

Tarse obfervations, which feem to prove that 
the fea has feparated the Caribbee iflands from 
the continent, are further confirmed by others 
of a different kind, though equaliy conclufive in 
fupport of this conjecture. Tobago, Margaretta, 
and Trinidad, iflands that are the neareft to the 
continent, produce as well as the Caribbees, trees 
whofe wood is foft, and wild cocoa. ‘Thefe parti- 
cular fpecies are not to be found, at leait in any 
quantity, in the northern iflands. In thefe the 
only wood we meet with is hard. Cuba, fituated 
at the other extremity of the Caribbees, abounds, 
like Florida, from which, perhaps, it has been fe- 
parated, with cedars and cyprefies, both equally 
ufeful for the building of fhips. 

Tue foil of the Caribbees confifts moftly of a 
layer of clay or gravel, of different thicknefs ; vn- 
der which is a bed of ftone or rock. The nature 
of fome of thefe foils is better adapted to vegeta- 
tion than others. In thofe places where- the clay 
is dryer and more friable, and mixes with the 
leaves and remains of plants, a layer of earth is 

formed 
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formed of greater depth, than where the clay is B tie 
moiiter. The fand or gravel has different proper- ——\— 


ties according to its peculiar nature ; wherever it 
is lefs hard, lets compact, and lefs porous, {mall 
pieces feparate themfelves from it; which though 
dry, preferve a certain degree of coolnefs ufeful 
to vegetation. This foil is called in America, a 
pumice ftone foil. Wherever the clay and gravel 
do not go through fuch modifications, the foil be- 
comes barren, as foon as the layer formed by the 
decompofition of the original plants is deftroyed, 
from the neceffiry there is of weeding it, which too 
frequently expofes its falts to the heat of the iun- 
Hence, in thofe cultures which require lefs weed- 
ing, and where the plant covers with its leaves the 
vegetable falts, there the fertility of the ground 
has been preferved. 

Wren the Europeans landed at the Caribbee 
iflands they found them covered with large trees, 
conneéted as it were to one another by a fpecies of 
creeping plant ; which, rifing up in the fame man- 
ner as the ivy, wove itfelf around all the branches, 
and concealed them from the fight. There was 
fo great a plenty of this plant, and it grew fo 
thick, that it was impoffible to penetrate into the 
woods before it was cut down. From its great 
degree of flexibility it was called Liane. 

In thefe forefts, as old as the world .itfel*’, there 
were varieties of trees, that from a fangular par- 
tiality of mature, were very lotty, exceeding 


flraight, and without any excrefcences or defects. 
S 2 Ihe 
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BOOK The annual fall and breaking down of the leaves, 
——— and the decay of the trunks rotted away by time, 


formed a moift fediment upon the ground ; which 
being cleared, occafioned a furprifing degree of 
vegetation in thofe plants that were fubflituted 
to the trees that were rooted up. 

In whatever foil thefe trees grew, their roots 
were fcarcely two feet deep, and generally much 
leis: though they extended themfelves on the fur- 
face, in proportion to the werghte they had to fup- 
port. Fhe exceffive drynefs of the ground, where 
the moft plentiful rains newer penetrate very deep, 
as they are foon attracted by the fun-beams ; and 
the conftant dews that mouften the furface, made 
the roots of thefe plants extend themfelves hori- 
zontally, inftead of defcending perpendicularly, as 
they generally do in other climates. 

Tue trees that grew on the tops of mountains 
and in fteep places were very hard. Their bark 
was fmooth, and firmly fixed to the wood. The 
courbari, the acajou, the manchineel, the barati, 
iron wood, and feveral others, hardly yielded to 
the fharpeft inftrument: it was neceffary to burn 
them, in order to fell and root them up. When 
they were onthe ground, they were worked by 
the faw and the hatchet. The moft remarkable 
of thefe trees was the acoma; which when put 
into the earth, becomes petrified. The gum tree 
was efteemed the moft ufeful, the trunk being 
Gve feet in circumference, and the ftem from 

forty- 
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forty-five to fifty feet, ferved to make a canoe of BO OF 


One fingle piece. 


Tue vallies, which are always rendered fertile by 
the mountains, abounded with foft wood. At the 
foot of thefe trees grew promifcuoufly thofe plants 
that the liberality of the earth produced for the 
fubfiftence of the natives of the country. The 
couch-couch, the yam, the Caribbee cabbage and 
potatoe were moft generally uled. Thefe were a 
fpecies of potatoes produced at the root of fuch 
plants as creep along the ground, breaking through 
all thofe impediments which feemed to render 
their growth impoMible. Nature, which appears 
to have eftablifhed a certain analogy between the 
characters of people and the provifions intended 
for their fupport, had provided the Caribbee iflands 
with fuch vegetables as could not bear the heat of 
the fun, flourifhed beft in moift places, required 
no cultivation, and were renewed two or three 
times in the year. The iflanders did not thwart 
the free and fpontaneous operations of nature, by 
deftroying one of her productions to give the greater 
vigour to another. The preparation of the vege- 
tating falts was entirely left to the mere effect of 
mature ; nor did the natives pretend to fix the 
place and time of her fertility. They gathered as 
chance threw in their way, or the feafon pointed 
out, fuch fruits as fpontaneoufly offered them- 
felves for their fupport. They had obferved, that 
the putrefaction of the weeds was neceffary to the 
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BOOK reproduction of thole plants that were moit ulctuf 
be to them. 

Tue roots of thefe plants were never unwhole- 
fome 3; but they were iniipid when raw, and had 
very little flavour even when boiled, unleis they 
were feaioned with pimento. When mixed witli 
ginger, and the acid juice of a plant fomewhat re- 
fembling our forrel, they produced a ftrong li- 
quor, which was the only compound drini of the 
favages. The only arc thry made ufe cf in pre- 
paring it, was fuffering it to ferment iome days 
in common water, expofed to the heat of the tun. 

Exctusive of the roots, the iflands alfo fup- 
plied the inhabitants with a great variety of diffe- 
rent fruits. Some of thefe were nearly of the fame 
kind as our apples, cherries, and apricots ; but we 
have nothing in our climates that can give us any 
idea of moft of the fruits of the Caribbsdce iflands. 
Among thefe, the moft ufcful was the banana. In 
fhape, fize and colour it refembled our cucum- 
bers: its talte was fjomewhat fimilar to our pears : 
it grew in cool places, on a foftt and fpungy ftem 
about feven feet high. ‘This item detayed as the 
fruit ripened ; but before it fel], it Mot forth a 
young fprig from its trunk, which a year after 
produced its fruir, perifhed in its turn, and was 
regenerated fucceflively in the fame manner. 

One fingular circurmftance worthy of remark is, 
that while the voracious plant, which we have 
termed Lrane, climbed round all the barren trees, 
it avoided the fertile ones, though promifcuoully 

blended 
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blended with the former. Nature feemed as it BOOK 
were, to have prefcribed to it, to refpeét what fhe s= == 
had deftined for che fuftenance of man. 

‘He iflanders were not fo plentifully fupplied 
with pot-herbs as with roots and fruits. Purflain 
and creffes were the only herbs of this kind 
they had. 7 

Tuerr other food was confined within a very 
marrow compass: they had no tame fowl, and the 
only quadrupeds that were fit for food, did not 
amount to more than five forts; the largeft of 
which did not exceed in fize our common rabbits. 

The birds more pleafing to the eye, though lefs 

varied than in our climates, were valuable almoft 

only on account of their feathers: few of them 
warbled forth thofe melting notes that are fo cap- 
tivating to the ear; moft of them were extremely 
thin, and very infipid to the tafte. Fifh was near- 
ly as plentiful as in other feas, but generally lefs 
wholefome, and lefs delicate. 

TuE plants that nature had placed in rhefe 
iflands, to cure the very few diforders the inhabi- 
tants were fubjecét to, cannot be too highly com- 
mended. Whether they were applied externally, 
er taken internally, or the juice of them given in 
infufion, their effects were as fpeedy as falutary. 
‘The invaders of thofe formerly peaceable regions, 
have employed thete fimples, which are always 
green and in full vigour, and preferred them toall 
the medicines that Afia can furnifh to the re{t of 


the world. 
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BOOK THe generality of the inhabitants of thefe iflands 


ah 

Ss confider but two feafons among them, that of 

Cimate drought and that of rain. Nature, whole opc- 

iflands. rations are con{tant, and concealed under a perpe- 
tual verdure, appears tothem to act always uniform- 
ly. But thofe who attentively obferve her progreis, 
difcern, that in the temperature of the climate, in 
all the revolutions, and in the changes of vegeta- 
tion, fhe obferves the fame laws as in Europe, 
though in a lefs fenfible manner. 

Tarse almoft imperceptible changes, are no 
prefervative againft the dangers and inconveniences 
of fuch a fcorching climate as muft be naturally 
expected under the torrid zone. As thete iflands 
are all under the tropics, their inhabitants are ex- 
pofed, allowing for the varieties refulting from 
difference of fituation and of loil, to a perpetual 
heat, which generally increafes from the rifing of 
the fun till an hour after noon, and then decreates 
in proportion as the tun declines. The thermo- 
meter in thefe places fhews, that the clegree of 
heat rifes fometimes to forty-four, and even to 
forty-feven and a half, above the freezing point, 
A covered fky, that might ferve to alleviate this 
heat, is feldom feen. Sometimes, indeed, clouds 
appear for an hour or two, but the iun is never 
hid for four days during tne whole year. 

THE variations in the temperature of the air, 
depend rather upon the wind, than the changes of 
the feafous. &n thofe places where the wind does 
not blow, the air is exceffively hot, and none 

but 
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but the eafterly winds contribute to temperate andBOOF 
refreth it, thofe that blow from the fouth and weft ——~—~# 


afford little relief; but they are much lefs frequent, 
and lefs regular than that which comes from the 
eaft. ‘The branches of the trees expofed to its in- 
fluence, are forced round towards the weft, in that 
direction which they feem to be thrown into, by 
the conftant and uniform courfe of the wind. But 
their roots are {tronger and more extended under 
ground towards the eaft, in order to afford them, 
as it were, a fixed point, whofe refiftance may 
counteraét the power of the ruling wind. It has 
been alfo obferved, that whenever the weftterly 
wind blows pretty ftrong, the trees are eafily 
thrown down ; in order therefore to judge of the 
violence of a hurricane, the number of trees, as 
well as the direction in which they fall, is equally 
to be confidered. 

Tue eafterly wind depends upon two invariable 
caufes, the probability of which is very ftriking. 
The firft arifes from the diurnal motion of the earth 
from weft to eaft, and whicn muft necefiarily be 
more rapid under the equinoctial than under the 
parallels of latitude, becaufe a greater fpace muit 
be paffed over in the fame time. The fecond is 
owing to the heat of the fun, which as foon as it 
rifes above the horizon, rarefies the air, and caufes 
it to blow towards the weft, 1n proportion as the 
earth revolves towards the eatt. 

Tuer eafterly wind, therefore, which at the Ca- 


ribbee iflands is fcarcely felt before nine or ten 
o’clock 
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BOOK o’clock in the morning, increafes ir. proportion as 
Um the fun rifes above the horizon; and decreafes as 
it declines. “Towards the evening it ceafes entirely 
to blow on the coafts, but not on the open fea. 
The reafons of this difference are very evident. 
After the fetting of the fun, the air from the land, 
that continues for a confiderable time rarefied, on 
account of the vapours which are conftantly rifing 
from the heated globe, neceffarily lows back up- 
onthe air of the fea: this is what is generaily 
called a land breeze. It is moft tenfibly felit in the 
night, and continues till the air of the tea, rare- 
fied by the heat of the iun, flows back again to- 
wards the land, where the air has been condenfed 
by the coolnefs of the night. It has alfo been ob- 
ferved, that the eafterly wind blows more regu- 
larly and with greater force in the dog-ciays than 
at any other times of the year; becaufe the fun 
then acts more powerfully on the air. Thus na- 
ture caufes the exceffive heat of the fun to contri- 
bute to the refrefhiment of thole climates that are 
parched up by its rays. It is thus that in fire-en- 
gines art makes the fire inftru mental m fupplying 
conftantly with frefh water the copper vefiels from 
which itis exhautted by evaporation. 


Tzr rain contributes allio to the temperature 
of the American iflands, though not equally in 
them all. In thote places where the eafterly wind 
meets with nothing to oppofe its progrefs, it dif- 
pels the clouds as they begin to rife, and caufes 
them to break either in the woods or upon the 
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moOUNntains. Bur whenever the ftorms are too vio- B as K 
lent, or the blowing of the eafterly wind is inter- ccna 
rupted by the changeable and temporary effect of 
the fouthern and wefterly ones, it then begins to 
rain. In che other Caribbee iflands, where this 
wind does not generally biow, the rains are fo tre- 
Quent and plentiful, eipecially in the winter ica- 
fon, which lafts from the middle of July to the 
middle of Oétober; that, according to the moft 
accurate obfervations, as much water falls in one 
week, during this time, as in our climates in the 
fpace of a year. Inftead of thofe mild and re- 
trefhing fhowers which we fometimes enjoy in Eu- 
rope, the rains in thefe climates are torrents, the 
found of which might be miftaken for that of haul, 
if this were not almoit unknown under fo burning 
a fky. 

T KESE flhhowers, it muft be allowed, refrefh the 
air; Dut they occaiion a danirpnels, the effects of 
which are no lefs diftagreeable than fatal. The dead 
muft be interred withina few hours after they have 
expired. Mleat wiil not keep fweet above four and 
twenty howis, “The fruits decay, whether they are 
gathered ripe, or before their maturity. ‘The 
bread muf be made up into biicults, to prevent its 
growing mouldy. Common wines ioon turn four : 
and iron grows rufty in a day s time. ‘The teeds 
can only be preterved by conítant attention and 
care, till the proper feafon recurns for iowing 
them. Vhen the Caridbee lands were frit dil- 
covered, the corn that was conveyed there for the 

fup- 
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BOOK fupport of thofe who could not accuftom them- 
x; ` : ; : 
Cee feives to the food of the natives of the country, was 


Ordinary 
phoanome- 
main the 
sflands, 


fo foon damaged, that it became necefflary to tend 
it in the ears. T his neceflary precaution enhanced 
the price of it fo much that few peopie were able 
to buy it. Flour was then fubflituced in leu 
of corn, which lowered, indeed, the expences of 
traniporr, but was atrended with this inconvent- 
ence, that it was tfooner damaged. It was ima- 
eined by a merchant, that if the flour were entire- 
ly feparated irom the bran, which contributes to 
its fermentation, it would have this double advan- 
cage, of cheapnefs and of keeping longer. He 
caufed it therefore to be fifted, and put the fineft 
flour into {trong cafks, and beat it ciofe together 
with iron hammers, tiil it became fo hard a body, 
that the air could fcarcely penetrate it. Experi- 
ence juftiied fo fenfible a contrivance, the praétice 
of it has become general, and been confiderably 
improved ever fince. If this method does not 
preferve the four, as long as in our dry and tem- 
perate climates, it may, however, be kept by ir, 
for the {pace ot fix months, a year, oreven longer, 
according to the degree of care that has been taken 
tn the preparation. Such an interval is fufficiene 
for the activity and indultry of the mother coun_ 
try tofupply its colonies. 

FioweEveEr troublefome thefe natural effeéts of 
the rain may be, it is attended with fome fill 
more formidable: fuch as frequent and fometimes 


dreadful earthquakes in the iflands. As they 
on 
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ceneraily happen during the time, or towards the B "e F 
end of the rainy teafon, and when the tides are œ~ —— 


higheít, tome ingenious naturalifts have, there- 
fore, fuppofed that they might be owing to thete 
two cautes. 

Tue waters of the fky and of the fea, un- 
dermine, dig up, and ravage the earth in feveral 
ways. The ocean, in particular, exerts its fury 
upon this globe with a violence that can neither be 
forefeen nor prevented. Among the various fhocks 
to which it is conftantly expoted, from this reftlefs 
and boiftercus element, there is one, which at the 
Caribbee iflands is diftinguifhed by the name of 
raz de marée, or whirlpool. It conftantly happens 
once, twice, or three times, from July to October, 
and always onthe weftern coafts ; becaufe it takes 
place after the time of the wefterly and foutherly 
winds, or while they blow. The waves which at 
a diftance feem to advance gently within four or 
five hundred yards, fuddenly fwell againft the 
fhore, as if acted upon in an oblique direétion by 
fome fuperior force, ana break with the greareft 
impetuofity. The fhips, which are then upon the 
coait, or in the roads beyond it, unable either to 
put to fea, or keep their anchors, are dafhed to 
pieces againft the land, leaving the unhappy failors 
entirely without hopes of efcaping that certain 
death, the approaches of which they have been 
expecting for feveral hours. 

So -extraordinary a motion of the fea has 
been hitherto confidered as the confequence of a 

{torm. 
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BOOK ftorm. But a torm follows the direction of tlez 

—_— wind from one point of the compats to another ; 
and whirlpools are felt in one part of an ifland that 
is fheltered by another ifland, where the fhock 1s 
not atall perceived. This obfervation has induced 
Mr. Dutcafta, who has travelled through Africa, 
and America, as a natural phijofopher, a mer- 
chant, and a ftatefman, to feek tor a more proba- 
ble caufe of this fingular phoenomenon. File has 
not only difcovered this, but allo feveral other 
truths that may be ufeful to many of the fctences, 
if he ever makes them public. We fhall then pro- 
bably acquire more certain information concern- 
ing hurricanes. 

THe hurricane is a violent wind generally ac- 
companied with rain, lightening and thunder, 
fometimes with earthquakes; and always attended 
with the moft melancholy and fatal confequences 
that the wind can produce. The day, which, in the 
torrid zone, is ufually bright and clear, is fudden- 
ly changed into a dark and univerfal nights; the 
appearance of a perpetual fpring into the dreari- 
nefs and horror ot the moft gloomy winter. Trees 
as ancient as the world itfelf are torn up by the 
roots, and inftantly difappear. The ftronveft and 
the moft folid buildings are ina moment buried 
in ruins. Where the eye delighted itfelf with the 
proipect of rich and verdant hills, nothing is ro 
be {feen but plantations entirely deftroyed, anc 
frightful caverns. The unhappy fuferers, de- 
prived of their whole fupporr, weep over the car- 
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cafes of the dead, or fearch among the ruins for B "o K 
their friends and relations. “lhe noife of the wa- —— —— 
ters, of the woods, of the thunder and of the 
winds, that break againft che fhatrered rocks ; the 
cries and howlings of men and animals, promii- 
cuoufly involved in a whirlwind of fand, ftones, 
and ruins of buildings : all together feem to por- 
tend the laft ftrugeles of expiring nature. 

TuHese hurricanes, however, contribute to pro- 
duce more plentiful crops, and to ripen the fruits 
of the earth. Whether thefe violent concuffions 
tear up the ground, in order to render it more fer- 
tile, or whether the hurricane brings along with it 
certain fubftances fit to promote the vegetation of 
plants, is not eafily determined: but it has been 
obferved, that this feeming and temporary confu- 
fion was not only a coniequence of the uniformity 
of nature, which makes even diffolution itfelf in- 
ftrumental to regeneration, but aifo the means of 
preferving the general fy{tem, the life and vigour 
of which is maintained by an internal fermenta- 
tion, the fource of partiai evil and of general 
good. 

Tar firft inhabitants of the Caribbee iflands 
imagined that they had difcovered infallible prog- 
noftics of this alarming phcenomenon. They ob- 
ferved, that when it was near at hand, the air was 
mifty, the fun red, and vet the weather calm, and 
the tops of the mountains clear. Under the earth 
and in the refervoirs of warer, a dull found was 
heard, like that ar:fing from rent un winds. The 


tars 
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a ftars were clouded by a vapour, that made them 
n appear larger. The fky, in the north-weft, was 


overfpread with dark and black clouds, that item- 
ed very alarming. The fea fent forth a {trong and 
difagreeable fmell, and in the midít of a calm, 
was fuddenly agitated. The wind changed ina 
moment from eait to weft, and blew very violently 
at different intervals, each of which continued for 
two hours together. 

Tuovucnu the truth of all thefe obfervations can- 
not be afcertained, yet tO pay no attention to the 
ideas and even prejudices of favage nations on 
times and feafons would be a feeming indication of 
imprudence, or of a mind too little addicted to 
philofophical inquiries. The want of employment 
of thefe people, and their being habituated to live 
in open air, afford them an opportunity and put 
them under a neceffity of obferving the fmalleft 
alterations’ in the air, and of acquiring fuch infor- 
mations on this point, as have efcaped the more 
enlightened nations, which are more employed and 
more devoted to works of a fedentary nature. 
Pofibly we muft be indebted to tavages for the 
difcovery of effects, and to learned people for the 
inveftigation of caufes. Let us trace, if poffible, 
the caufe of hurricanes, a phoenomenon fo fre- 
quent in America, that this alone would have been 
fufMicient to make it be deferted, or render it un- 
inhabitable many years ago. 

No hurricanes come trom the eait, that is, from 
the greateft extent of the fea at the Caribbee 

iflancl!s. 
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aM™ands. As this is an acknowledged fact, it would BO OK 
induce us to believe, that they are formed on the Xa 
continent of America. The weft wind which ~~ 7 
blows conitantly, and fometimes very violently 
in the fouthern parts, from July to January, and 
the North wind blowing at the tame time in the 
northern parts, muft, when they meet, oppofe 
each other with a force proportionate cto their na- 
tural velocity. If this thock happens in the long 
and narrow paffes of the mounrrains, it muft occa- 
fon a ftrong current of air, that will extend itfelf 
in a compound ratio of the moving power, and 
the diameter of the narrow pats of the mountain. 
Every folid body that meets this current of air, 
will be impreffed with a degree of force propor- 
tioned to the extent of furface it oppofes to the 
current; fo that if the pofition of that furface 
tihould be perpendicular to the direétion of the 
hurricane, it is impoffible to determine what effect 
might be produced upon the whole mafs. Fortu- 
nately the different bearings of the coaits of thefe 
iflands, and their angular or fpherical figure, oc- 
cafion thefe dreadful hurricanes to fall upon tur- 
faces more or lefs oblique, which divert the cur- 
rent of air, break its force, and gradually deftroy 
its effeéts. Experience allio proves, that their 
aétion is by degrees fo much weakened, that even 
in the direétion, where the hurricane falls with 
moit force, it is fcarcely felt at ten leagues di- 
{ftance. Tbe molt accurate obtiervers havc re- 
marked, that all the hurricanes which have fuc- 
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Boo K cefively fubverted the lands, came from the 


Pa o 


north-welft, and confequently trom the narrow 


y pafies formed by the mountains of St. Martha. 


<~uftorms 
ot the Ca- 
ribs, the 
ancient in- 
habitants 
of the 
windward 
iflands,. 


The diftance of fome iflands trom this direction., 
is not a fufficient realon for rejecting this opinions; 
as feveral other caules may contribute to divert a 
current of air to the fourth or ealt: We cannot 
help thinking, therefore, that thofe perfons have 
been miftaken, who have aflerred, that the vio- 
lence of a hurricane was felt under whatever poing 
of the compats the wind came from. Such are 
the deftruétive phoenomena nature has oppofed to 
the acquifition of the riches of the new world 
but what barrier could reftrain the daring fpirit of 
that navigator who difcovered it? 

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS having firt formed a 
fettlement at St. Domingo, one ot the greater An- 
tilles, difcovered the lets. Theiflanders he had to 
encounter there, were not fo weak and cowardly 
as thofe he had at frit fubducd. The Caribs, who 
thought they originally came from Guiana, and that 
they were of the fame nation as the Galibees, were 
of moderate ftature, thick fer, and ftrong, and fuch 
as feemed adapted to form men of fuperior ftreneth, 
if their manner of life and exercifes had affifted 
thefe natural appearances. ‘Their legs thick and 
muicular, were generaily well made; their eyes 
black, large, and tomewhat prominent. Their 
whole figure would have been pleafing, had they 
not fpoiled their natural beauty by fancied and ar- 
mGcral ornaments, whicn could only be agreeable 


among 
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among themfelves. The eye-brows and the head BOOK 


are the only parts of the body on which they fuf- 
fered any hair to grow. They wore no garment, 
nor had this any influence on their chaftity. In or- 
der to guard againft the bite of infects, they 
painted all their bodies over with the juice of the 
rocou, or arnotto, which gave them the appear- 
ance of a lob{ter when boiled. 

Turr religion confiitted only in fome confufed 
belief of a good and bad principle; an opinion fo 
natural to man, that we find it diffufed among the 
moft favage nations, and preferved even among 
many civilized ones. They were little concerned 
about the tutelary divinity, but had the greateift 
dread of the evil principle. Their other fuperfti- 
tions were more abfurd than dangerous, and they 
were bur little attached to them. This indiffer- 
ence did not continue to render them more ready 
to embrace chriftianity when propofed to them. 
Without entering into difpute with thofe who ex- 
pounded the doctrines, they contented themielves 
with rejeéting the belief of them, for fear, as they 
faid, zbat their neighbours fhould laugh at them. 

Tuoucu the Caribs had no regular form of go- 
vernment among them, vet they lived quietly and 
peaceably with one another. ‘The tranquillity they 
enjoyed, was entirely owing to that innate prin- 
ciple of compaffion which precedes all reflection, 
and is the fource of all focial. virtues. This hu- 
mane fpirit of benevolence arifes from the very 
frame and nature of man, whofe felf-love alone is 
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Roo K fufficient to make him abhor the tufferings of hrs 

xs fellow-creatures. To infufe, therefore, a {pirit 

n~ of humanity into the minds of tyrants, it would 

only be neceffary to make them the executioners 

of thofe viétims they facrifice to their pride, and 

of thofe cruelries they order to be practifed upon 

others. The hands of thofe voluptuaries fhould be 

obliged to mutilate the eunuchs of their feraglios 5; 

they fhould be forced to attend the field of battle; 

they fhould there behold the bleeding wounds, 

hear the imprecations, and be witnefies of the ago- 

nies and convulfions of their dying foidiers , they 

fhould next atrend the hofpitals, and at leifvre 

contemplate the wounds, the fractures, the dil- 

eafes occaGioned by famine, by labours equally 

dangerous and unwholefome, by cruel fervices and 

taxes, and the other calamities which arife from the 

vices and profligacy of their manners. How greatly 

would fcenes like thefe, occafionally introduced in 

the education of princes, contribute to leffen the 

crimes and iufferings of the human race! What 

benefits would not the people derive, from the 
compaffionate emotions of their fovereigns ? 


AmoncG the Caribs, whofe hearts were not depraved 
by the pernicious inftitutions that corrupt us, nei- 
ther adultery, treafon, nor mafiacres, fo common 
among civilized nations, were known. Religion, 
the laws, and penal punifhments, thole barriers 
raifed to proteét old cuftoms from the encroach- 
ments of new ones, were ufelefs to men who fol- 
lowed nature alone. Theft was never heard among 

thete 
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thefe favages, before the Europeans came among BOOK 


them. ‘When they difcovered any thing miffing, 


X o 


they obferved, that the Chrifians bad been mb Ayme 


them. 

Turse iflanders were little acquainted with the 
ftrongeft paffions of the foul, not even with that 
of love. This paffion was with them merely a 
fenfual appetite. They never fhewed the leaft 
marks of attention or tendernefs for that fex, {fo 
much courted in other countries. They confi- 
dered their wives rather in the light of flaves than 
of companions ; they did not even fuffer them to 
eat with them, and had ufurped the right of di- 
vorcing them, without permitting them the in- 
dulgence of marrying again. “Phe women felt 
themfelves born to obey, and fubmitted patiently 
to their fate. 

In other refpeéts, a tafte for power had little 
influence on the minds of the Caribs ; as they had 
no diftinétion of ranks among them, they were all 
on a footing of equality, and were extremely fur- 
prifed to find degrees of fubordination among the 
Europeans. This fyftem was fo repugnant to their 
ideas, that they confidered thofe as flaves, who 
had the weaknets to receive the commands of a 
fuperior, and obey them. The fubjection of the 
women among them, was a natural confequence 
af the weaknefs of the fex. But in what manner, 
and for what reafon, the ftronger men iubmitted 
themfelves to the weaker; and how one man com- 
manded the whole body, wasa problem, that nei- 
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BOOK ther war, treachery, nor fuperftition, had been 
X able to refolve. 
—— Tauer manners of a people, neither influenced by 
intereft, vanity, or ambition, muft be very fimple. 
Every family formed within itfelf a republic, dif- 
tinct in fome degree from the reft of the nation. 
They compoted a hamlet, called carbet, of greater 
or lefs confequence in proportion to the fpace of 
ground it occupied. The chief, or patriarch of 
the family, lived in the center, with his wives and 
younger children. Around him were placed the 
huts of fuch of his defcendents as were married- 
The columns that fupported thefe huts, were 
{takes ; the roofs thatched ; and the whole furni- 
ture confiftted of fome arms, cotton beds made 
very plain and fimple, fome bafkets, and urenfils 
made of calabafhes. 
In thefe huts the Caribs fpent the greateft part 
of their life, either in fleeping or {moaking. When 
they went out, they retired intofome cori-er, and 
fat upon the ground, feemingly abforbed in the 
moít profound contemplation, Whenever they 
fpoke, which was not very often, they were heard 
without interruption, or contradiction, and with- 
out any anfwer, but the fign of a tacit approba- 
tion. 


As they ate little, they were not much troubled 
in providing for their fuftenance. Men who live 
3n woods, conitume lefs than thofe who dwell in 
open countries. The air is more condenfed, and 
it is probable that the exhalations of vegetables 
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produce fome nutritive particles. The temperance, 
therefore, of the Caribs, which at firft was confi- 
dered as a confequence of their indolence, mighr 
poffibly be afcribed, in fome degree, to that air 
impregnated with the juices of vegetables which 
they breathe among the woods, with which their 
iflands were covered. 

In the midit of thefe woods, this indolent 
people, without being compelled to the labours of 





279 
BOOK 


X o 
La a 


cultivation, found conftantly a wholefome food, — 


fitted to their conftitution ; and which required no 
care, or at leaft very little, to prepare it. If they 
fometimes added to thele gifts of liberal and un- 
cultivated nature, whatthey had taken in hunting 
and fifhing, it was feldom but upon occafion of 
fome public feaft. 


Tarse extraordinary feftivals were held at no 
{tated times. The guefts themfelves fhewed no 
alteration in their ufual characters. In thefe meet- 
ings they were not more gay or {fprightly, than at 
other times. A fpirit of indolence and liftlef{s- 
nefs appeared in their countenances. T heir dances 
were fo grave and folemn, that the motions of 
their bodies were expreffive of the dulnefs of their 
minds. But thefe gloomy feftivals, like thofe 
clouded fkies that are the fore-runners of a tem- 
peft, were feldom concluded without bloodfhed, 
Thefe favages, who were ío temperate when alone, 
grew drunk when afiembled in companies, and 
their intoxication excited and revived thole fami- 
Jy diffenfions that were either only ftifled, or not 
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BE oO o K entirely extinguifhed : and thus thefe feftivals ter-, 

oe minated in mafiacres. Fiatred and revenge, the 
=~ only paffions that could deeply agitate the minds 
of thefe favages were thus perpetuated by convr- 
vial pleafures. In the height of thefe entertain- 
ments, parents and relations embraced one an- 
other, and ftwore that they would wage war up- 
on the continent. 

Tar Caribs ufed to embark upon boats, made 
of a fingle tree, that had been felled by burning 
its roots. Whole years had been employed in 
hollowing thefe.canoes, by hatchets made of itone, 
or by means of fire f{kilfully apphed within the 
trunk of the tree, in order to bring it to the 
moft proper form. Thefe free and voluntary 
warriours being arrived on the coatfts of Guiana, 
went in queft of the Araucos, who formerly drove 
them out from thence. At their return from this 
military expedition, which was the more fpeedily 
brought to a conclufion, as mutual enmity ren- 
dered it more cruel and fpirited, the favages fell 
again into their former ftate of indolence and in- 
activity. 











Tue Spaniards, notwithftanding the advantage 
of fire arms, did not continue long at war with 
this people, nor were they always fuccefsful. At 
firft they fought only for gold, and afterwards for 
flaves ; but not meeting with any mines, and the 
Caribs being fo proud and fullen, that they died 
when made tlaves: the Spaniards gave up all 
thoughts of making conquefts, that they thoughr 
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ef little confequence, and that they could neitherB OOK 


acquire nor preferve without conftant and bloody Xe 
wars. aad 
Tue Englifh and French being apprized of The Eng- 
glifh and 


thefe tranfaétions, ventured to equip a imal] fleet, French 
in order to intercept the Spanifh vefiels which fre- adage aad 


quented thefe latitudes. The advantages gained, 4 pes 
increafed the number of pirates. Peace, which deftroy the 
frequently took place in Europe, did not prevent ii 
thefe expeditions. The cuftom that prevailed 
among the Spaniards, of ftopping all fhips that 
failed beyond the tropic, juftified {uch piracies. 

“He two nations had long been acquainted with 
the Windward iflands, without ever thinking of 
making any fettlement there, or having been able to 
fix upon the mode of doing it. I hey were, perhaps, 
apprehenfive of irritating the Caribs, by whom 
they had becii favourably received: or, perhaps, 
they confidered, that a ioi) which afforded none of 
thote productions that were of ufe in the old 
world, was unworthy of their attention. At length, 
however, lome Englifh and French, the former 
headed by Warner, the latter by Deinambuc;y 
landed at St. Chriftopher’s on the fame day, at two 
oppofite parts of the ifland. The frequent loffes 
they fuftained, ferved to convince them both, that 
they certainly would never triumph over, and en- 
rich themfelves with the fpoils of the common ene- 
my, unlefs they had fome fixed refidence, ports, 
anda place of general rendezvous. As they had 
no notion of commerce, agriculture, or conqueft, 

they 
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E OOK they amicably divided the coafts of the ifiand, 

Xa where they accidentally met together. The na- 
= tives of the country retired from the ípot they 
were fixed upon, telling them at the fame time, 
that Zand mult either be very bad, or very fcarce with 
them, jfince they were come from fo great a see 
and bad expofed theurfelves to fo many agigi © r9 eck 
for tt among them. 

Tue court of Madrid were not fo peaceably in- 
clined. Frederic of Teledo, who was fent to 
Brazilin the year 1620, with a powerful fleet, to 
attack the Dutch, was ordered in his paffage to 
deftroy the pirates, who, according to the preju- 
dices of that nation, had invaded one of their ter- 
ritories. The vicinity of two aétive and induitri- 
ous nations, occafioned the greateft anxiety to the 
Spaniards. ‘They were fenfible that their colonies 
would be expofed to attacks, if any other people 
fhould come to fettle in that part of America. 

THe French and Englith in vain united their 
weak powers again{ft the common enemy: they 
were beaten and thofe who were not either killed 
in the action, or not taken prifoners, fled for fhelter 
with the utmoft precipitation into the neighbour- 
ing iflands. When the danger was over, they 
moít of them returned to their former fettle- 
ments. Spain, whofe attention was engrofied by 
objects fhe confidered as of greater importance, 
difturbed them no more; taking it for granted, 
perhaps, that their mutual jealoufies would occa- 
fion their deftruction. 
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UNFORTUNATELY for the Caribs, the twona-BOO K 


tions, thus conquered, tufpended their rivalfhip. 
The Caribs, already tutpected of forming a con- 
{piracy in St. Chriltopher’s, were either banifhed 
or deftroyed. Their wives, their provifions, and 
even the lands they occupied, were feized upon. 
A fpiric of reftleffnefs, the confequence of ufur- 
pation, inclined the Europeans to believe, that 
the other favage nations had entered into the con- 
Zcsiracy ; and they were therefore attacked in their 
iflands. In vain did thofe plain and inoffenfive 
men, who had no inclination to contend for the 
poffeMficn of aland which they confidered notastheir 
property, remove the boundaries of their habitations 
in proportion as the Europeans advanced with their 
encroachments ; they were {till purfued with the 
fame eagernefs and obftinacy. As {foon as they 
perceived that their lives or liberties were in dan- 
ger, they at length took up arms, and the ipirit 
of revenge, which always goes beyond the injury, 
muft have fometimes contributed to render them 
cruel, though not unyjuft. 

In earlier times, the Enelifh and the French 
ceonfidered the Caribs as their common enemy , 
but this kind of cafual affaociation was frequently 
interrupted. It implied not a lafting engagement, 
much lefs the becoming guarantee for their mutual 
pofleMion. The ftavages artfully contrived to be 
at peace, fometimes with one nation, and fome- 
times with the other; and thus they gained the 
advantage of having only one enemy at a time. 





This 
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BOOK This management would have been but of little 


X 


fervice to thefe iflanders, had not Europe, ícarce 


=~ paying any attention to a few adventurers, whofe 


excurfions had as yet been of no ufe to her, and 
not fufficiently enlightened to penetrate into futu- 
rity, negleéted both the care of governing them, 
as well as that of putting them in a condition to 
extend or recover the advantages they had already 
acquired. ‘he indifference fhewn by the two 
mother countries, dezermined their fubjects of the 
new world, in the month of January 1660, to 
enter into an alliance, fecuring to each peopie 
thofe poffeffions the various events of war had pro- 
cured them, and which till then had been totally 
unfettied. This alliance was accompanied with 
an offenfive and defenfive league, to compel the 
matives of the country to join in this plan, to 
which their fears induced them to accede the very 
fame year. 

By this treaty, which eftablifhed tranquillity in 
this part of America, France obtained Guadalupe, 
Martinico, Granada, and fome lefs confiderable 
acquifitions. England was confirmed in the pof- 
fefion of Barbadoes, Nevis, Antigua, Montferrat, 
and feveral other ifands of little value: St. Chrif- 
topher’s belonged to both nations. The Caribs 
were confined to Dominica and St. Vincent’s ; 
where all the {cattered body of this people united- 
and did not at that time exceed in number 6000 


men. 
AT 
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Av this period the Englifh fettlements had ac- BOOK 
quired, under a government, which, though not Xs 
free from defects, was yet tolerable, fome kind 
of form, and were ina flourifhing ftate. On the French fet- 
contrary, the French colonies were abandoned by p 
a great number of their inhabitants, reduced to 
detpair, from the neceffity they were under of fub- 
mitting to the tyranny of exclufive privileges. 
Lhefe men, paffionately attached to liberty, fled 
to the northern coait of St. Domingo, a place of 
refuge for feveral adventurers of their Own coun- 
try, fince they had been driven out of St. Chrif- 
topher’s, about thirty years before. 

TuHey were called Buccaneers, becaufe they 
imitated the cuftom of the favages, in drying the 
food they lived upon by fmoke, in places called 
Buccans. As they had no wives, nor children, 
they ufually affociated two in a company, to affift 
‘one another in family duties. In thefe focieties 
property was common, and the laft furvivor in- 
herited all that remained. Theft was unknown 
among them, though no precautions were taken 
againit it, and what was wanting at home was 
freely borrowed from fome of the neighbours, 
without any other reftriction than that of a pre- 
vious intimation, if they were at home, if nor, 
of making them acquainted with it at their return. 
Differences feldom arofe, and when they did, were 
eafily adjufted. If the parties, however, were oD- 
ftinare, thev decided the matter by fir®-arms. If 
the ball entered at the back or the fides, it was 

con- 
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B O O K confidered as a mark of treachery, and the aflamMnr 

X. was immediately put to death. Phe former laws 

Sn ae their country were difregardedl, and by the 

ufual fea baptifm they had received in paffing the 

Tropic, they confidered themifelves exempted from 

all obligation to obey them. They had even quit- 

ted their family name to affume others, borrowed 

from terms of war, moft of which have been 
tran{mitted to their pofterity. 

Tue drefs of thefe barbarians confifted of a 
fhirt dipped in the blood of the animals they 
killed in hunting; a pair of drawers dirtier than 
the fhirt, and made in the fhape of a brewer's 
apron, a girdle made of leather, on which a very 
fhort fabre was hung, and fome knives; a hat, 
without any rim, except a flap before, in order to 
take hold of it; and fhoes without ftockings. 
Their ambition was fatisfied, if they could but 
provide themfelves with a gun that carried balls 
of an ounce weight, and with a pack of about 
five and twenty or thirty dogs. 

Tur whole employment of the Buccaneers con- 
fitted in hunting the wild bulls, of which there 
were great numbers in the ifland, fince the Spa- 
niards had brought them. As {oon as they were 
killed they were immediately flayed, and the pur- 
fuit was never ended, till as many bulls were 
deftroyed as there were huntfmen in company 
Some pieces of the fiefh were then prepared and 
feafoned only with pimento and juice of orange. 


They ate no bread, and drank only water. Tbeir 
dailw 
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daily employment was conftantly the fame, andBoork 
was continued till they had provided themfelves Xe 
with a tufficient number of fkins to fupply the =w= 
veffels of the feveral nations that traded in thofe 

feas. Theite were then fent to fale in fome fre- 
quented road; and carried thither by men who 

were called exgagés, or bondimen,; a fet of per- 

fons who were uted to fell themfelves in Europe to 

derve as flaves in the colonies, during the term of 
three years. One of thete miferable men, pre- 
fuming to reprefent to his mafter, who always 

fixed upon a Sunday for this voyage, that God 

had forbidden fuch a practice, when he had de- 
Clared, fx days fhalt thou labour, and on the feventh 

day fhalt tbou ret: And I, replied the brutal Buc- 
caneer, I fay to thee: fix days thou fhalt kill bulls 

and firip them of tbeir fkins, and on the feventh day 

thou [balt carry their bides to the fea fhore. “This 
command was followed by blows, which tome- 
times enforce obedience, fometimes difobedience 

to the laws of God. 

Men of fuch a caft, habituated to confitant ex- 
ercifes, and teeding every day on frefh meat, were 
little expofed co difeafes. “Their excurfions were 
only fufpended by a flight fever, which lafted one 
day, and was not felt the next. They muft, how- 
ever, have been weakened by length of time, un- 
der a climate of too intenfe a heat, to enable them 
to fupport fo hard and laborious a manner of life. 

THe climate, indeed, was the only enemy the 
Buccaneers had reafon to fear. “The Spanifh colo- 

iS 
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ny, at firft fo confiderable, was reduced to no- 
thing. Neglected and forgotten by the mother 
country, it had even loft the remembrance of its 
former greatnefs. The few inhabitants that fur- 
vived, lived in a ftate of indolence: their flaves 
had no other employment but to {wing them in 
their hammocks. Confined to thofe wants only 
that are fatishied by nature, frugality prolonged 
their lives to an old age, rarely to be met with in 
more temperate climates. 

Ir is probable they would not have been rouzed 
from their indolence, had not the enterprifing and 
active fpirit of their enemies purfued them in pro- 
portion as they retreated, Exafperated at length, 
from having their tranquillity and eafe continually 
difturbed, they invited from the continent and 
from the neighbouring iflands fome troops who 
fell upon the difperied Buccaneers. They unex- 
pectedly attacked thefe barbarians in fmall parties 
in their excurfions, or in the night-time, when re- 
tired into their huts, and many of them were maf- 
facred. ‘Thefe adventurers would moft probably 
have been all deftroyed, had they not formed 
themfelves into a body for their mutual defence. 
They were under an abfolute receffity of fe- 
parating in the day time, but met together in 
the evening. If any one of them was mifiing, 
it was fuppoted that he was either taken prifoner 
or killed, and the chace was delayed, till he was 
either found, c: his death revenged. We may 


eafily conceive how much blood muft have been 
fhed 
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ihed by fuch ruffians, belonging to no country, and B me fe 


fubjeét to no laws; hunters and warriours from the WWW 
calls of nature and inftinét ; and excited to mur- 
der and maifacres from being habituated to attack, 
and from the neceffiry of defending them{iclves. 
In the height of their fury, they devoted every 
thing to dettruction, withour any diftinétion of {ex 
Or age. The Spaniards, at length defpairing of 
being able to ger the better of fuch favage and ob- 
itinate enemies, took the refolution of deftroying 
all the bulls of the iflands, by a general chace. 
The execution of this defign having deprived the 
Buccaneers of their ufual refources, pur them un- 
der the neceffitry of making tettlements and culti- 


vating the land. 


France, who till that time, had difclaimed for 
her fubjeéts theie ruMians, whofe fucceies were 
only temporary, acknowledged them, however, as 
ioon as they formed themtclves into tetrlemenrts,. 
In 1665, fhe fent them over a man of probity and 
underftanding to govern them. Several women 
attended’ him, who, like moft of thofe, who have 
at different pericds deen fener into the new world, 
were hoteli for therr vices and heentioulneis. The 
Buccaneers were not offended at the profligacy of 
their manners. i do not deftre you to give 1722 C Ac- 
count of sour paf cond:é7, was the fpeech each of 
them made to the woman that chance had aliotted 
him. Zor aid rof then letenz to wie. FUSE FE SOUP 
word, for the future, as you are now mine + I ecaxnkil 
zou of tbet is paf. Then, &riking his hand on 

wou. IIL U the 
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B oS K the barrel of his gun, he added ; This will revenge 
w jne of your breach of faith, if you are falfe, this wiit 
certainly be true to my alin. 
The Eng- The Eneglifh had not waited till their rivals had 
shane Na obtained a firm fertlement in the great Antilles to 
maica. procure themiclves an eftablifhment there. ‘The 
declining ftate of the kingdom of Spain, weaken- 
ed by its internal divifions, by the revolt of Cata- 
lonia and Portugal, by the commotions of Naples, 
by the deftruction of its formidable infantry in the 
plains of Rocroy, by its continual loffes in the 
Wetherlands, by the incapacity of its minifters, and 
even by the extinétion of that national pride, which 
after having been kept up and maintained by fix- 
ing itfelf on great objetts, had degenerated into 
an indolent haughtinefs: all thefe circumftances, 
tending to the ruin of the Spanifh monarchy, left 
no room to doubt that war might be fuccefsfully 
waged againit her. France fkilfully took the 
advantage of thefe confufions fhe had partly occa- 
Goned ; and Cromwell, in the year 1655, joined 
her, in order to fhare in the fpoils of a kingdom 
haftening to deftruction in every part. 

Taurs conduét of the proiector caufed a revolt 
among the beft Englhifh officers, who, confidering 
it as an inftance of great injuftice, determined to 
quit the fervice. They thought that the will of 
their fuperiors could not give fanction to an en- 
terprile, which violated all the principles of equi- 
ty, and that by concurring to put it into execu- 
tion, they would be guilty of the greateft crime. 

a he 
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The reit of the Europeans looked upon thefe prin- B eo a 
ciples of virtue and honour as the effeét of that re- w.) 


publican and fanatical fpirit, which then pre- 
vailed in England; but they attacked the protec- 
tor with other motives. 

Spain had long threatened to enflave all other 
marions. Perhaps, the multitude, who are little able 
to eftimate the ilrength of nations, and to weigh 
the variations in the balance of power, were not 
yet recovered from their ancient prejudices. An 
wniverfal panic had feized on the minds of thole 
able men who attentively ftudied the general pro- 
grefs of affairs. They were fenfible that if the ra- 
pid and extraordinary fucceffles of France were not 
checked by fome foreign power, fhe would de- 
prive the Spaniards of their poffeffions, impofe on 
them what laws fhe pleafed, compel them to the 
marriage of the Infanta with Lewis the 14th, fecure 
to herfclf the inheritance of Charles the 5th, and 
opprefs the liberty of Europe that fhe had for- 
merly protected. Cromwell, who had lately iub- 
verted the government of his country, feemed a 
fit perfon to give a check to the power of kings: 
but he was looked upon as the weakeft of politi- 
cians, when he was obferved to form connections, 
which his own private interefts, thofe of his coun- 
try, as well as thofe of Europe in general, ought 
abfolutely to have prevented him from entering 
Into. 


Turse obfervations could not poffibly efcape 
the deep and penetrating genius of the ufurper- 
U 2 But, 
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- a K£ But, perhaps, he was defirous of preferving the 

w—  — idea the nation already entertained of his abilities, 
by fome important congueft. If he had declared 
himfelf on the fide of Spain, the execution of this 
project muft have been chimerical; as the utmoft 
he could poffibly expect was to reftore the balance 
of power between the two contending parties. Fie 
imagined it more favourable to his defigns to be- 
gin to form a conneétion with France, and after- 
wards to attack her, when he had made himfelf 
matter of thofe poficffions that were the object of 
his ambition. Whatever truth there may be in 
thefe conjectures, which, however, may be fup- 
ported from the evidence of hiftory, and are, at 
leaft, confiftent with the character of the extraor- 
dinary politician, who is fuppofed to have adopt- 
ed this method of reafoning, the Enghfh went 
into the new world to attack an enemy they had 
juft brought upon themfelves. 

Tueir firft attempts were direéted againft the 
town of St. Domingo, whofe inhabitants retired 
into the woods as foon as they faw a large fleet 
commanded by Penn, and nine thoufand land 
forces headed by Venables, appear before the ci- 
ty. But the errors committed by their enemies, 
infpiring thefe fugitives with frefh courage, they 
returned, and compelled the enemy to reimbark 
with difgrace. This misfortune was the confe- 
quence of the ill-concerted plan of this expedi- 


tion. 


THE 
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THE two commanders of this enterprife, were BO 
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men of very moderate abilities. They were at -—,——~ 


variance with each other, and ill-affeéted to the 
protećtor. Infpeétors ha.l been appointed to 
watch over them, who, under the name of com- 
miffaries, checked their operations. The foldiers 
who were fent from Europe were the refufe of the 
army ; and cthofe that were taken from Barbadoes 
and St. Chriftopher’s, were common robbers. They 
were forbidden to plunder, which was the only 
proper encouragement for men of this caít, and 
which the experience of all ages has found tc be 
the moft effectual motive to inture fuccefs in dil- 
tant and dangerous enterprifes. Every thing was 
fettled in fuch a manner, that the icldiers could 
not be upon good terms with their officers, nor the 
officers with one another, nor the commufiaries 
with either. Proper arms, provifions fit tor the 
climate, and the information necefiary to conduct 
the enterprife, were all wanting. 

Tur execution of the attack was aniwerable to 
the plan. The landing of the troops, which mighe 
have been efucéted without danger even in the port 
itfelf, was conducted withouta guide at forty miles 
diftance. The troops wandered about for four 
days, without water or provifions. Exhaufted by 
the excefMfiive heat of the climate, and dilfcouraged 
by the cowardice and milfunderfttanding of their 
officers, they did not even contend with the Spa- 
piards for victory. They fearce thought them- 


. 3 icivss 





204 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRAD: 
BOOK felves in fafety when they had got back to their 
TE a fhips. 

Bur ill fuccefs contributed to reconcile the con- 
tending parties, that were highly exafperatect 
with each other. The Englifh, who had not yet 
contraéted the habit of bearing difgrace, reclaimed 
by the very faults they had committed, and re- 
{ftored to the love of their country, to a fenfe of 
their duty, and athirft for glory, failed for Ja- 
maica, under a fixed refolution, either to perifh 
there, or to make the conqueft of it. 

THe inhabitants of this ifland, fubjeét to Spain 
fince the year 1509, were ignorant of what had 
happened at St. Domingo, and did not tmagine 

they had any enemy failing in their latitudes. The 
Englifh therefore landed without oppofition. They 
were boldly marching tolay fiege to St. Jago, the 
only fortified place in the colony, when the go- 
vernor gave a check to their ardour, by offering 
them terms of capitulation. The difcuffion of the 
articles, artfully prolonged, gave the colonifts time 
to remove their moft valuable effects into fecret 
places. They themfelves fled for fhelter to inac- 
ceffible mountains, leaving only to the conque- 
rors, a city without inhabitants, moveables, trea- 
fures, or provifions. 








This artifice exafperated the befiegers to the 
higheft degree. They fent out detachments on 
every fide, with exprefs orders to deftroy every 
thing they met with. The difappointment they 
felt on finding thefe parties return without having 

dif. 
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difcovered any thing; the want of every conve-® OOK 
mience more fenfidly felt by this nation than any —-— 
other; the mortality which increafed among them 

every day ; the dread they were under of being 
attacked by all the forces of the new world: all 

thefe circumftances confpired to make them cla- 
morous for returning to England. The cowardly de- 

fertion of fo rich a prize as Jamaica, which they 

had almoft refolved upon, would have foon ex- 

pofed them to the mortifying reproaches of their 
country, had they not difcovered fome pafture 

land, where the Spaniards had conveyed their nu- 
merous flocks. So unexpected an inftance of good 
fortune, occafioned a change in the fentiments of 

the Englifth, and made them refolve to complete 

their conqueft. 

THe fpirit of activity, which this laft refolution 
had excited, convinced the befieged, that they 
could not remain with fafery in the forefts and pre- 
cipices, where they had concealed themfelves. 
‘They unanimouflly, therefore, agreed to fet fail for 
Cuba. Here they were received with fuch marks 
of difgrace as the weaknefs of their defence de- 
ferved, and they were fent back again ; but with 
fuch fuccours as were unequal to the forces they 
had to contend with. From that principle of ho- 
nour, which in molt men arifes rather from a fear 
of fhame than a love of glory, they made a more 
obftinate refiftance than could have been expected 
from the few refources they had. They did noc 
evacuate this confiderable ifland, till they were re- 


U g duced 
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B "o FE duced to the greateít extremities; and from that 
——_—— period it has been one of the moft valuable pof- 
feMions of Great-Britain in the new world. 

The Buc- Berore the Englith had made any fettlement at 
vege the Jamaica, and the French at St. Domingo, fome 

FAAimericcn z ‘ 

leas. Oi- Pirates of both nations, whoa have fince been fo 
SPs m-n- much dillinguifhed by the name of Buccaneers, 
ners, expe- 


a ae rae had driven the Spaniards out of the {mail liland 
theic pi- of Tortuga, and fortifying themf{clves there, had 
ali with an amazing increpidity, made  excurfions 

acainit the common enemy. They formed them- 

felves into imall companies, confifting of fifty a 
hundred, or a hundred and fifty meneach A 
boat, of a greater or {maller fize, was their only 
armament. Hiere they were expofed night and 
day to all the inclemencies of the weather, with- 
out having fcarce room enough to lay down. A 
love of independence, the greateit bleffing to thofe 
whe are noc proprietors of land, rendered them 
averfe from thofe mutual reftraints which the 
members of fociety impofe upon themielves for 
the common good; fome of them. chofe to fing, 
while others were defirous of going to fleep. As 
the authority they had conferred on their captain, 
was confined to his giving orders in battle, they 
lived in the greateit confufion. Like the favages, 
having no apprehenfion of want, nor any care to 
preferve the neceffaries of hfe, they were con- 
{tantly expofed to the feveref{t extremities of 
hunger ard tchirft. But deriving, even from their 


very diftreffes, a courage fuperior to every dan- 
gcra 
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ger, the fight of a fhip tranfported them to aBOOK 
degree of trenzy. They never deliberated on the 
attack, but it was their cuitom to board the fhip 

as foon as poffible. The tmallnefs of their vef- 

fels, and the fkill they fhewed in the management 

of them, fcreened them ftom the fire of the greater 

fhips; and they prefented only the fore part of 

their little veffels Giled with fuGileers; who fired at 

the port holes with fo much exactnefs, that it en- 

tirely confounded the molt experienced gunners. 

As ioon as they threw out the grappling, the 

largeift vefiel feldom efcaped them. 

In cafes of extreme neceffity, they attacked the 
people of every nation, bur fell upon the Spa- 
niards at all times. They thought that the cruel- 
ties they had exercifed on the inhabitants of the 
new world, jufiiMed the implacable averfion they 
had {worn againit them. But this was heightened 
by a perfonal pique, from the mortification they 
felt, in feeing themfelves debarred from the pri- 
vilege of hunting and fifhing, which they juftly 
confidered as natural rights. Such were their prin- 
ciples of juftice and religion, that whenever they 
embarked on any expedition, they ufed to pray to 
heaven for the fuccefs of it; and they never came 
back from the plunder, but they conftantly re- 
turned thanks to God for their victory. 

THe fhips that failed from Europe into Ame- 
rica, feldom tempted their avidity. The merchan- 
dife they contained, would not eafily have been 
fold, nor been very profitable to thefe barbarians 

n 
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BOOK in thofe early times. They always waited for 
wae them on their return, when they were certain, 
that they were laden with gold, fiver, jewels and 
all the valuable productions of the new world. 
If they met with a fingle fhip, they never failed 
to attack her. As to the fleets, they followed 
them, till they failed out of the gulph of Bahama 3; 
and as foon as any one of the vefiels was feparated 
by accident from the reft, it was taken. ‘The 
Spaniards, who trembled at the approach of the 
Buccaneers, whom they called devils, immediate- 
ly furrendered. Quarter was granted if the cargo 
were a rich one, if not, all the prifoners were 
thrown into the fea. 

PETER LEGRAND, a native of Dieppe, had no 
more than four pieces of cannon and twenty-eight 
men on any one of his veffels: with this {mall 
number he ventured to attack the vice-admiral of 
the galleons. Hie boarded him, having Arft given 
orders to fink his own veffel ; and the crew were 
fo furprifed and intimidated by this daring inítance 
of bravery, that they made no refiftance. He 
went immediately to the captain’s cabin, who was 
then engaged at play, and having prefented a 
piftol to his throat, compelled him to furrender. 
This commander, with the greater part of the 
crew, they landed at the neareft cape, as an ufe- 
le{fs burthen to the fhip they had fo ill defended, 
and referved only a fufficient number of failors to 
work her. 











FIFTY- 
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Firry-Five Buccaneers, who had failed into theB OO K 

fouthern fea, proceeded as far as California. Tou, 
return into the northern fea they were obliged to 
fail two thoufand leagues againft the wind in a ca- 
noe. ‘They arrived at the ftreights of Magellan, 
when difappointed and chagrined at having made 
no plunder in fo rich a country, they took the re- 
folution to fteer again their courfe towards Peru. 
‘They received intelligence that there was in the 
pore of Auca, a fhip whofe cargo was valued at 
feveral millions: they took it, and immediately 
embarked upon it. 

MircHAEL de Basco, Jonque and Lawrence le 
Graff were cruizing before Carthagena with three 
fmall veffels, when two men of war failed out of 
the harbour with orders to attack thefe Buccaneers, 
and to bring them alive or dead. The pirates had 
no fooner perceived them, but they began the en- 
gagement and took them. Thofe who were not 
killed in the action were fet on fhere with a letter 
of thanks to the yovernor, for having fent two 
fuch good fhips; at the fame time acquainting 
him, that if he had ftill any to fpare, they would 
wait for them a fortnight; but if they had no 
money on board, the men were not to expect any 
quarter. 

THe captains Michael and Brouage, having re- 
ceived intelligence that, in order to elude their vi- 
eilance, a very valuable cargo had been fhipped 
from Carthagena in vefiels carrying’ a foreign flag ; 
fell upon the two Dutch fhips that were loaded 

with 
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BOOK with this treafure, and plundered them. The 
te Latch, exafperated at their beings beaten by fhips 
fo inferior to theirs in ftrength and fize, ventured 
to tell Michael de Balco openly, that if he had 
been alone, be would not have been to tuccefstul. 
Let us begin the jfisei azarit, veplicd tac Capitan, 
with hauehtinets, ered my cenmpasien fac oriy Lle 
Spectator of the ceagagement. If £ aia tre conguers:’s 
di will not only beve the filver you carry oz Doar, out 
both your [bips frali aljo be mine. Tone Dutch, tar 
from accepting the challenge, quickiy made cih 
fearing, that if they took any time to confiier of 
it, they would not have the liberty of retuting. 
Captain Lawrence was unexpectedly overtaken 
by two Spanifh fhips, carrying each fixty picces 
of cannon, and f&fteen hundred men. You have, 
iaid he, addreffing himfelf to his companions, żoo 
much experience not to be fenfilble of your danger, and 
too much courage fo fear tt. On this occafion we muj? 
avail ourfelucs of every circumftance, hazard every 
thing, attack and defend ourfelves at the fame time. 
Valour, artifice, rafhne/s and even delpair itfeif, mut 
now be employed. Let us dread tbe ignominy of a de- 
jeat 3 let us dread the cruelty cf our enemies: and let 
ws fizbit that we may efcape theiiz. 

AFTER this fpeech, that was received with ge- 
neral applaute, the captain called to the braveft of 
the Buccaneers, and, in the prefence of the reft, 
ordered him to fet fire to the gun-powder, on the 
frt fgnal he fhould give him, fhewing, by this 
relolution, that they muft either expect death, or 
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defend themfelves. He then ranged his men on both B a= E 
fides of his veffel, and raifing his voice, in order WW) 
to be more diflinctly heard by every one, and ex- 
tending his hand toward the enemy: We muft, fays 
he, pefs between their fhips, and fire upon tbem from 
every fide.. This plan of operation was executed 
with equal courage and diípatch. The galleons, 
however, were not taken; but the fhips company 
were fo reduced in number, that they either were 
not able, or had not courage enough to continue 
to combat againift a handful of reiolute men, who, 
even in their retreat, had carried away the honour of 
the victory. The Spanifh commander atoned, by 
his death, for the difgrace his ignorance and 
cowardice had ftamped upon his country. In 
every engagement the Buccaneers fhewed the fame 
{pirit of intrepidity. 





Waern they had got a confiderable booty, at 
firít they held their rendezvous at the ifland of 
Tortuga, in order to divide the fpoil; but after- 
wards the French went to Sct. Domingo, and the 
Englifh to Jamaica. Each perfon holding up his 
hand folemniy protefted that he had fecreted no- 
thing of what he had taken. If any one among 
them was convicted of perjury, a cafe that feldom 
happened, he was left, as foon as an opportunity 
offered, upon iome defert iland, as a traitor un- 
worthy to live in fociety. Such brave men among 
them as had been maimed in any of their expedi- 
tiens, were firft provided for. If they had loft a 
hand, an arm, aleg, ora foot, they received two 

hun- 
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BOOK hundred crowns*. An eye, a finger, ora toe, loft 
— in fight, was valued only at half the above fum. 
The wounded were allowed a crown-+ a day for 
two months, to enable them to have their wounds 
taken care of. If they had not money enough to 
anfwer thefe feveral demands, the whole company 
were obliged to engage in fome frefh expedition 
and to continue it till they had acquired a fufficiene 
ftock to enable them to fatisfy fuch honourable 
contracts. 

AFTER this aét of juftice and humanity, the 
remainder of the booty was divided into as many 
fhares as there were Buccaneers. The commander 
could only lay claim to a fingle fhare as the reft ; 
but they complimented him with two or three, in 
proportion as he had acquitted himfelf to their fa- 
tisfaction. When the veffel was not the property 
of the company, the perfon who had fitted it out 
and furnifhed it with neceflary arms and provi- 
fions, was entitled to a third of all the prizes. 
Favour never had any influence in the divifion of 
the booty ; for every fhare was determined by los. 
Inftances of fuch rigid juftice as this, are not eafi- 
ly met with; and they extended even to the dead. 
‘heir fhare was given to the man who was known 
to be their companion when alive, and therefore 
their heir. If the perfon who had been killed had 
no intimate, his part was fent to his relations, when 
they were known. If there were no friends or relati- 
ons, it was diftributed in charity tothe poor and 
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to churches, which were to pray for the perfon, inBOOK 


whofe name tkefe benefaćtions were 
fruits of inhuman but necefflary pyratical plunder. 

WHen thefe duties had been complied with, 
they then indulged themfelves in all kinds of pro- 
fufion. Unbounded licentioufnefs in gaming, wine, 
women, every kind of debauchery was carried to 
the utmoít pitch of excefs, and was ftopt only by 
the want which fuch profufions brought on. Thofe 
men: who were enriched with feveral millions, were 
in an inftant totally ruined, and deftitute of clothes 
and provifions. “They returned to fea, and the 
new fupphlies they acquired were foon lavifhed in 
the fame manner. If they were afked, what fatis- 
faction they could find in diffipating fo rapidly, 
what they had gained with {fo much difficulty 5; 
they made this very ingenuous reply: “< Expofed 
< as we are, to íuwch a variety of dangers, our 
«c life is totally different from that of other men. 
< Why fhould we, who are alive to-day, and may 

be dead to-morrow, think of hoarding up? We 
reckon only the day we have lived, but never 
think upon that which is to come. Our con- 
ceri is rather to fquander life away than to pre- 
“<= ferve it.” 

Tue Spanifh colonies flattering themfelves with 
the hopes of feeing an end to their muferies, and 
reduced almoft to defpair in finding themfelves a 
perpetual prey to thefe rufians, grew weary of 
navigation. “They gave up all the power, conve- 
niences, and fortune their connections procured 





then, 
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BOOK them, and formed themfelves almof into fo many 
a dittinét and feparate f{tares. They were fenfible of 
the inconveniences arifing from fuch a conduct, 
and avowed them; but the dread of falling into 
the hands of rapacious and favage men, had greater 
influence over them, than the didtates of honour, 
intereft and policy. This was the rife of that fpi- 
rit Of inactivity which continues to this time, 
Tuis defpondency ferved only to increafe the 
boldnefs of the Buccaneers. As yet they had on- 
ly appeared in the Spanifh fettlements, in order 
to carry off fome provifions, when they were in 
want of them. They no fooner found their cap- 
tures begin to diminifh, than they determined to 
recover by land what they had loft at fea. The 
richeft and moft populous countries of the conti- 
ment were plundered and laid waite. The culture 
of lands was equally neglected with navigation $s 
and the Spaniards dared no more appear in their 
public roads, than fail in the latitudes which be- 
longed to them. 
AMONG the Buccaneers, who fignalized them- 
felves in this new fpecies of excurfions, Montbar, 
a gentleman of Languedoc, particularly diftin- 
suifhed himfelf. Having, by chance, in his in- 
fancy, met with a circumitantial account of the 
cruelties practifed in the conaueft of the new world, 
he conceived an averfion that he carried to a de- 
gree of frenzy againft that nation that had com- 
mitted fuch enorrmities. Upon this point a ftory 
is told of him, that when he was at college, and 
acting 











IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 305 


acting in a play the part of a Frenchman, who B a 
quarrelled with a Spaniard, he fell upon the per- — ~~ 
fon who perfonated the Spaniard, with fuch fury, 
that he would have ftrangled him, had he not been 
reícued ouc of his hands. His heated imagina- 
tton continually reprefented to him innumerable 
multitudes of people maffacred by favage monfters 
who came out of Spain. He was animated with 
an irrefiftible ardour to revenge fo much innocent 
blood. The enthufiafm this fpiric of humanity 
worked him up to, was turned into a rage more 
‘cruel than that of religious fanaticif{m, to which 
fo many vittims had been facrificed. The names 
of thefe unhappy fufferers feemed to rouze him 
and call upon him for vengeance. He had heard 
fome account of the Buccaneers, who were faid to 
be the moft inveterate enemies to the Spanifh 
name: he therefore embarked on board a fhip in 
erder to join them. 

In the pafflage they met with a Spanifh veffel, 
attacked it, and as it was ufual in thofe times, 
immediately boarded it. Montbar, with a fabre 
in his hand, fell upon the enemy, broke through 
them, and hurrying twice from one end of the fhip 
to the other, levelled every thing that oppofed him. 
When he had compelled the enemy to iurrender, 
leaving to his companions the happinefs of divid- 
ing fo rich a booty, he contented himfelf with the 
favage pleafure of contemplating the dead bodies 
of the Spaniards, lying in heaps toyether, againit 
whom he had {worn a conftant and deadly hatred. 

VoL. III. >.< FRESH 
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B Doe K FrEsH opportunities foon occurred, that enabled 
wan ——— him to exert this {pirit of revenge, without extin- 


guifhing it. The fhip he was in arrived at the 
coaít of St. Domingo; where the Buccaneers on 
land immediately applied to barter fome provifions 
for brandy. Ass the articles they offered were of 
little value, they alledged in excufe, that their 
enemies had over-run the country, laid wafte their 
fettlements, and carried off all they could. “W hy, 
< replied Montbar, do you tamely fuffer fuch in- 
€ fults 2??? ** Neither do we, anfwered they in the 
< fame tone; the Spaniards have experienced what 
<< kind of men we are, and have therefore taken 
* advantage of the time when we were engaged in 
< hunting. But we are going to join fome of our 
< companions, who have been ftill more ill-treat- 
<< ed than we, and then we fhaill have warm work.” 
<: If you approve it, anfwered Montbar, I will 
é head you, not as your commander, but as the 
‘<< foremoft to expofe myfelf to danger” The 
Buccaneers perceiving, from his appearance, that 
he was fuch aman as they wanted, chearfully ac- 
cepted his offer. The fame day they overtook 
the enemy, and Montbar attacked them with an 
impetuofity that aftonifhed the braveft. Scarce 
one Spaniard efcaped the effects of his fury. The 
remaining part of his life was equally diftinguifh- 
ed as this day. The Spaniards fuffered fo much 
from him, both by land and at fea, that he ac+ 
quired the name of the Exterminator. 
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Firs favage difpofition, as well as that of the? OOK 


other Buccaneers who attended him, having oblig- ——-— 


ed the Spaniards to confine themfelves within their 
fettlements, thefe free-booters refolved to attack 
them there. ‘Chis new method of carrying on the 
war, required fuperior forces, and their affocia- 
tions in confequence became more numerous. The 
frít that was confiderable, was formed by Lolo- 
nois, who derived his name from the fands of 
Olones the place of his birth. From the abjeét 
ftate of a bondi{man, he had gradually raifed him- 
felf to the command of two canoes, with twenry- 
two men. With thefe he was fo fuccefsful, as to 
take a Spanifh frigate on the coaft of Cuba. A 
flave having obferved that after the engagement, 
all the men who were wounded were put to death, 
and fearing left he fhould fhare the fame fate, 
wanted to fave himfelf by a perfidious declaration, 
but very confiftent with the part he had been de- 
{tined to take. Fie affured them, that the gover- 
nor of the Fiavannah had put him on board, in 
order to ferve as executioner to all the Buccaneers 
he had fentenced to be hanged, not doubting in 
the leaft but they would ail be taken prifoners. 
The favage Lolonois, fired with rage at this de- 
Claration, ordered all the Spaniards to be brought 
before him, and cut off their heads one after an- 
other, fucking, at each itroke, the drops of blood 
that trickled down his fabre. File then repaired 
to the Port-au-Prince, in which were four fhips, 
ttred out purpotely to fail in purfuit of him. He 

X 2 took 
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B pa K took them, and threw all the crew into the fea, 
c ey EXCEPt one man, whom he faved, in order to fend 


him with a letter to the governor of the Havannah, 
acquainting him with what he had done, and af- 
furing him, that he would treat in the fame man- 
ner all the Spaniards that fhould fall into his hands, 
not excepting the governor himfelf, if he fhould 
be fo fortunate as to take him. After this expe- 
dition, he ran his canoes and prize fhips aground, 
and failed with his frigate only to the ifland of 
‘Tortuga. 

Hiere he met with Michael de Bafco, who had 
fo much diftinguifhed himfelf for having taken, 
even under the cannon of Porto-Bello, a Spanifh 
fhip, eftimated at five millions of livres*, and by 
other aétions equally brave and daring. Thefe two 
adventurers gave out, that they were going to em- 
bark together on an expedition equally glorious 
and profitable; in confequence of which, they foon 
collected together four hundred and forty men. 
This body of men, the moft numerous the Buc- 
caneers had yet been able to mutfter, failed to the 
bay of Venezuela, which runs up into the country 
for the fpace of fifty leagues. The fort thatwasbuilt 
at the entrance of it for its defence, was taken, 
the cannon nailed up, and the whole garrifon, con- 
fitting of two hundred and fifty meh, put to death. 
They then reimbarked, came to Maracaybo, built 
on the weftern coatft of the lake of the fame name, 
at the diftarfce of ten leagues from its mouth. 

This 
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This city, which had become flourifhing and rich BOOK 






deferted. The inhabitants had retired with their 
effects tothe other Gde of the bay. If the Bucca- 
neers had not loft a fortnight in riot and debauch, 
they would have found at Gibraltar, near the ex- 
tremity of the lake, every thing that the inhabi- 
tants had fecreted, to fecure it from being plun- 
dered. On the contrary, they met with fortifica- 
tions lately erected, which they had the ufelefs fa- 
tisfaction of making themfelves matters of, at the 
expence of a great deal of blood ; for the inhabi- 
tants had already removed at a diftance the moft 
valuable part of their property. HExafperated at 
this diflappointmenr, they fet fre to Gibraltar. Ma- 
racaybo would have fhared the fame fate, had it 
not been ranfomed. Befides the fum they received 
for its ranfom, they alfo carried off with them, 
all the croffes, pictures, and bells of the churchess 
intending, as they faid, to build a chapel in the 
iland of Tortuga, and to confecrate this part of 
their fpoils to facred purpofes. Such was the reli- 
gion of thefe barbarous people, who could. make 
no other offering to heaven, than that which arofe 
from their robberies and plunder. 


Wuiie they were idly diffipating the fpoils they 
had made on the coaft of Venezuela, Morgan, the 
moft renowned of the Englifh Buccaneers, failed 
from Jamaica to attack Porto-Bello. His plan of 
operations was fo well contrived, that he furprized 
the city, and took it without oppofition. In or- 

x 2 - der 


by its trade in fkins, tobacco, and cocoa, was ——-— 
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BOOK der to fecure the fort with the fame facility, he 
xX. ‘ 

— compelled the women and the priefts to fix the 
{caling ladders to the walls, from a full conviction, 
that the gallantry and fuperiftition of the Spaniards, 
would never fuffer them to fire at the perfons they 
confidered as the objects of their love and reve- 
rence. But the garrifon was not to be deceived 
by this artifice, and was only to be fubdued by 
force of arms; thetreafures that were carried away 
from this famous port, were acquired at the ex- 
pence of much bloodfhed. 


THE conquett of Panama was an object of much 
greater importance. To fecure this, Morgan 
thought it neceffary to fail in the latitudes of 
Cofta-Ricca, to procure fome guides in the ifland 
of St. Catherine’s, where the Spaniards confined 
their malefactors. This place was fo ftrongly for- 
tified, that it ought to have held out for ten years 
again{t a confiderable army. Notwithftanding this, 
the governor, on the firft appearance of the pi- 
rates, fent privately to concert meafures how he 
mighe furrender him‘felf without incurring the im- 
putation of cowardice. The refult of this conful- 
tation was, that Morgan, in the night time, fhould 
attack a fort at fome diftance, and the governor 
fhould fally out of the citadel to defend a poft of 
fo much confequence; that the affailants fhould 
then attack him in the rear, and take him prifo- 
ner, which would confequently occafion a furren- 
der of the place. It was agreed that afimart fir- 
ing fhould be kept on both fides, without doing 
mii 
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miichief to either. This farce was admirably car- B O — 
ried on. The Spaniards, without being expofed kea ig 
to any danger, appeared to have done their duty ; 
and the Buccaneers, after having totally demo- 
lifhed the fortifications, and put on board their 
velicls a prodigious quantity of warlike ammuni- 
tions, which they found at St. Catherine’s, fteered 
their courfe towards the river Chagre, the only 
channel that was open to them to arrive atthe 
place which was the objcét of their urmoft withes. 

AT the entrance of this confiderable river, a fort 
was built upon a fteep rock, which the waves of 
the fea conftanrly beat againft. This bulwark, 
very dificult of accefs, was defended by an officer, 
whofe extraordinary abilities were equal to his 
courage, and by a garrifon that deferved fucha 
commander. “The Buccaneers, for the firt time, 
here met with a refittance that could only be 
equalled by their perfeverance: it was a doubtful 
point whetter they would fucteed, or be obliged 
to raile the fieg>, when a lucky accident happened, 
that proved favourable to their glory and their 
fortune. The commander was killed, and the 
fort accidentally took fire : the befiegers then tak- 
ing advantage of this double calamity, made them- 
felves matters of the place. 

Morcawm left his veffels at anchor, with a fuffi- 
cient number of mento guard them, and failed up 
the river in his loops for thirty-three miles, till he 
came to Cruces, where it ceafes to be navigable. 
Ete chen protzeded by land to Panama, that was 

i. a only 
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BOOK only five leagues diant. Upon a Jarge and ex- 
uw — tenfive plain that was before the city, he met with 
a confiderable body of troops, whom he put to 
fight with the greateft eafe, and entered into the 
city, that was now abandoned. 

Here were found prodigious treafures conceal- 
ed in the welJs and caves. Some valuable com- 
modities were taken upon the boats that were left 
aground at low water. In the neighbouring fo- 
reíts were alfo found feveralrich depofits. But the 
party of Buccaneers, who were making excurfions 
into the country, little fatishled with this booty, 
exercifed the moft fhockineg tortures on the Spa- 
niards, Negroes, and Indians they ditcovered, toa 
oblige them to confefs where they had fecreted 
their own as well as their mafters riches. A beg- 
gar accidentally going into a caftle, that had been 
deferted through fear, found fome apparel that he 
put on. He had fearcely dreffed himfelf in this 
manner, when he was perceived by theie pirates, 
who demanded of him where his gold was. The 
unfortunate man fhewed them the ragged clothes 
he had juft thrown of. Ete was intcantly tortur- 
ed, but as he made no difcovery, he was given up 
to fome flaves, who put an end to his life. “Thus 
the treafure the Spaniards had acquired in the 
new world by maffacres and tortures, were re- 
{tored again in the fame manner. 








In the midit of fuch fcenes of horror, the fa- 
vage Morgan fell in love. His character was not 


likely to infpire the objeét of his attachment with 
favourable 
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favourable fentiments towards him. He was re-BOO® 
folved therefore to fubdue by force the Spaniard ——~-—~ 
that inflamed and tormented him. Séop, cried fhe 

to this favage, as fhe fprung with eagernefs out of 

his arms, Stop: Tbinkeft thou then, that thou canft 

ravifh my honour from me, as thou baji wrefted fron 

me my fortune and my liberty ? Be affured that I can 

die and be revenged. Wlaving faid this, fhe drew 

out a poignard from under her gown, which fhe 

would have plunged into his heart, had he not 

avoided the blow. 

Bur Morgan, ftill inflamed witha paffion, that 
this determined refaftance had turned into mad- 
nefs, inftead of the tendernefs and attention he 
had made ufe of to fubdue his captive, now pro- 
ceeded to treat her with the greateft inhumanity- 
But the fair Spaniard, immoveably refolute, excited, 
at the fame time that fhe refifted the frantic be- 
haviour of Morgan ; tiil at laft the pirates, expref- 
fing their refentment, at being kept fo long in a 
ftate of inactivity, by a caprice which appeared 
extravagant to them, he was under the necefiity 
of liftening 10 their complaints, and giving up his 
purfuit. Panama was burnt. They then fet fail 
with a great number of prifoners, who were 
raniomed a few days after, and came to the mouth 
of the Chagre with a prodigious booty. 

Berore the break of the day that had been 
fixed upon for the divifion of the fpoil, Morgan, 
while the reft of the pirates were in a deep fleep, 
with the principal Buccaneers of his own country, 

failed 
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BOOK failed for Jamaica, in a vefiel which he had laden 
iain Cosa with the rich fpoils of a city that ferved as the 
{taple of commerce between the old and the new 
world. This inftance of treachery, unheard of 
before, occafioned a rage and refentment not to 
be defcribed. The Englifh purfued the robber, 
in hopes of wrefting from him the booty of which 
their right and their avidity had been fruftrated- 
The French, though fharers in the fame lofs, re- 
tired to the iland of Tortuga, where they made 
feveral expeditions. But they were all trifling, 
till in the year 1603, they attempted one of the 
greateít coni{cquence. 

Tue plan of this expedition was formed by Van 
Hiorn, a native of Oftend, though he had ferved 
all his life among the French. His intrepidity 
would never let him fuffer the leaft figns of co- 
wardice among thofe who affociated with him. In 
the heat of an engagement he went about his fhip, 
fuccefively obferved his men, and immediately 
killed thofe who fhrank at the iudden report of a 
piftol, gun, or cannon. ‘This extraordinary difct- 
pline had made him become the terror of the 
coward, and the idol of the brave. In other re- 
fpects, he readily fhared with the men of fpirit and 
bravery the immenfe riches that were acquired by 
fo truly warlike a difpofition. When he went up- 
on thefe expeditions, he generally failed in his fri- 
gate, which was his own property. But thefe new 
defigns requiring’ greater numbers to carry them 
into execution, he took to his affiftance Grammont, 
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Godfrey, and Jonque, three Frenchmen, diftin-B 9 9 K- 
guiíhed by their exploits, and Lawrence de Graff, ——r 
a Dutchman, who had fignalized himfelf {till more 
than they. Twelve hundred Buccaneers joined 
themfelves to chefe famous commanders, and {fa1l- 
ed in fix veficls for Vera Cruz. 

Tete darknefs of the night favoured their land- 
ing, which was effected at three leagues from the 
place, where they arrived without being diico- 
vered. The governor, the fort, the barracks, 
and the poíts of the egreateft confequence; every 
thing, in fhort, that could occafion any refiflance, 
was taken by the break of day. All the citizens, 
men, women, and children, were fhut up in the 
churches, where they had fled for fhelter. At the 
door of each church were placed barrels of gun- 
powder, to blow up the building. A Buccaneer, 
witha lighted match, was to fet fire to it upon the 
leaft appearance of an infurrection. 

Write the city was kept in fuch terror, it was 
eafily pillaged ; and after the Buccaneers hac car- 
ried off what was moft valuable, they made a pro- 
pofal to tiie citizens who were kept prifoners in 
the churches, to ranitom their lives and liberties by 
a contribution of ten millions of livres*. Thele 
unfortunate people, who had neither ate nor drank 
for three days, chearfully accepted the terms that 
were Offered them. Half of the money was paid 
the fame day: the other part was expected from 
the internal parts of the countrye; wmen there ap- 
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BO) peared on an eminence a confiderable body of 

eaten gel troops advancing, and near the porta fleet of íe- 
venteen fhips from Europe. At the ght of this 
armament the Buccaneers, without any marks of 
furprife, retreated quietly with fifteen hundred 
flaves they had carried off with them, as a trifling 
indemnification for the reft of the money they ex- 
pected, the fettling of which they referred to a 
more favourable opportunity. Thefe ruffians fin- 
cerely believed, that whatever they pillaged or 
exacted by force of arms upon the coafts where 
they made a defcent, was their lawful property 5 
and that God and their arms gave them an un- 
doubted right not only to the capital of thefe 
contributions they compelled the inhabitants to 
fign a written engagement. to fulAl, but even to 
the intereft of that part of the fum that was not 
yet paid. 

‘HEIR retreat was ecqually glorious and daring. 
‘They boldly failed through the midft of the Spa- 
nifh fleet, that let them pafs without firing a fingle 
gun; and were, in fact, rather afraid of being 
attacked and beaten. The Spaniards would not 
probably have efcaped fo eafily, and with no other 
inconvenience, but what arote from their fears, if 
the vefiels of the pirates had not been laden with 
filver, or if the Spanifh fleet had been freighted 
with any other effeéts but fuch merchandile as were 
little valued by thefe pirates. 

A year had {carce elapfed fince their return from 
Mexico, when on a fudden they were all feized 

with 
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with the rage of going to plunder the country of B ee 
Peru. Tre is probable, that the hope of Anding e= = 
greater treafures upon a fea little frequented, than 
on one long expofed to piracies of this kind, was 
the caufe of this expedition. But it is fomewhat 
remarkable, that both the French and Englith, and 
the particular affociations of thefe two nations, 
had projected this plan at the fame time, without 
any communication, intercourfe, or defign of act- 
ing in concert with each other. About four thou- 
fand men were employed in this expedition. Some 
of them came to Terra-Firma, others by the 
{treights of Magellan, to the place that was the 
object of their wifhes. If the intrepidity of thefe 
barbarians had been direéted, under the influence 
of a {kilful and refpecétable commander, to one 
fingle uniform end, it is certain that they would 
have deprived the Spaniards of this important co- 
lony. But their natural character was an invincible 
obitacle to fo rare an union; for they always form- 
ed themfelves into feveral diftinét bodies, fome- 
times even fo few in number as ten or twelve, 
who acted together, or feparated as the moft tri- 
fling caprice direéted. Grognier, L écuyer, Pi- 
card, and Le Sage, were the moit diftinguifhed 
officers among the French: David, Samms, Peter, 
Wilner, and Towley, among the Englifh. 

Sucu of thofe adventurers as had got into the 
South Sea by the ftreights of Darien, feized upon 
the frft veffels they found upon the coait. Their 
affociates, who had failed in their own vefifels, 

were 
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BOL ™ were not much better provided. Weak however 
a as they were, they beat feveral times the fquadrons 
that were fitted out againft them. But thefe vic- 


tories were prevedicial | to them, as they interrupt- 
ed their navigation. When there were no more 
fhips to be taken, they were continually obliged 
to make defcents upon the coafts to get provi- 
fions ; or to go by land in order to plunder thofe 
cities where the booty was fecured. They fuc- 
ceffively attacked Seppa, Puebla-Nuevo, Leon, 
Realejo, Puebla-Viejo, Chiriquita, Lefparfo, Gra- 
mada, Villia, Nicoya, Tecoanteca, Mucmeluna, 
Chiloteca, New-Segovia, and Guayaquil, the moft 
confiderable of all thefe places. 

Many of them were taken by furprize, and 
moft of them deferted by their inhabitants, who 
fled at the fight of the enemy ; taking, however, 
the precaution of carrying off with them their 
valuable effects. The Spaniards never ventured 
to defend themfelves, unlefs they were at leaft 
twenty in number to one, and even then they were 
beaten. They were fo much degenerated, that 
they loft all ideas of the art of war, and were even 
unacquainted with the ufe of fire-arms. They 
were even more ignorant and cowardly than the 
Americans they trampled upon. This want of 
courage had increafed from the terror the name 
of a Buccaneer infpired them with. The monks 
had drawn them in the fame colours in which they 
reprefented devils, as anthropophagi, beings who 
had net even the appearance of humanity ; a fpe- 
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cies of monkies, more mifchievous than men. B — K 
Such a picture, the offspring of a wild and terri- Gunsa 
fied imagination, equally imprinted on every mind 
averfion and terror. As the Spaniards always fled at 
the approach of thefe monitters in human fhape, they 
knew of no other method of revenging themfelves, 
but by burning or cutting in pieces a Buccaneer. 
As foon as thefe adventurers had quitted the place 
they had plundered, and any of tnem had been 
killed in the attack, the body was dug up again, 
mangled indifferent parts, or made to pafs through 
the various kinds of torture, that would have been 
practifed upon the man had he been alive. ‘This 
abhorrence of the Buccaneers was extended even 
to the places on which they had exercifed their 
cruelties. The cities they had taken were excom- 
municated ; the very walls and foil of the places 
which had been laid wafte, were anathematized, 

and the inhabitants abandoned them for ever. 
Tuis rage, equally impotent and childifh, con- 
tributed only to embolden that of their enemies. 
As foon as they took atown, it was directly feton 
fire, unlefs a fum, proportioned to its value, was 
given to fave it. The prifoners taken in battle 
were mafflacred without mercy, if they were not 
ranfomed by the governor or fome of the inhabi- 
tants: gold, pearls, or precious {tones, were the 
only things accepted of for the payment cf their 
sanfom. Silver being too common, and too weighty 
for its current value, would have been trouble- 
fome to them. The chances of fortune, that fel- 
dom 
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BOOK dom leave guilt unpunihed, nor adverfity without 
na compenfation for its fulfering, atoned for the 
crimes committed tn the’ conqueft of the new 
world, and the Indians were amply revenged of 
the Spaniards. 

But it happened in this, as it generally does in 
events of this nature, that thole who committed 
fuch outrages, did not long enjoy the fruits of 
them. Several of them died in the courfe of thefe 
piracies, from the effects of the climate, from di- 
{trefs or debauchery. Some were fhipwrecked in 
patting the ftreights of Magellan and at Cape 
Horn. Moft of thofe who attempted to get to 
the Northern fea by land, fell into the ambufcade 
that was laid for them, and loft either their lives 
or the booty they had acquired. The Englifh and 
French colonies gained very little by an expedi- 
tion that lafted four years, and found themfelves 
deprived of their braveft inhabitants. 

WrHite fuch piracies were committed on the 
fouthern ocean, the: northern was threatened with 
the fame by Grammont. He was a native of Paris, 
by birtha gentleman, and had diftinguifhed him- 
felf ina military capacity in Europe; but his paf- 
fion for wine, gaming and women, had obliged 
him to join the pirates. His virtues, perhaps, 
were fufficient to have atoned for his vices. He 
was affable, polite, generous and eloquent: he 
was endued with a found judgment, and wasa 
perfon ot approved valour, which foon made him 


be confidered as the chief of the French Bucca- 
neers. 
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neers. As foon as it was known that he had takenBOoO o kK 
up arms, he was immediately joined by a number x. 
of brave men. “The governor of St. Domingo, aii i 
who had at length prevailed upon his mafter to ap- 

prove of the project, equally wile and juft, of 

fixing the pirates to iome place, and inducing 

them to become cultivators, was defiious of pre- 

venting the concerted expedition, and forbad it in 

the king’s name. Gran:mont, who had a greater 

fhare of ienfe chan his affociates, was not on that 

account more inclined to comply, and {fternly re- 

plied: How can Lewis difapprove of a dehga beis 
unacquaiated with, and which bas been planned only 
a few days ago? This anfwer highly pleafed all the 
Buccaneers, who dircétly embarked, in 1685, to 
attack Campeachy. 

Tuey landed wizhout oppofition. Eut at fome 
diftance from the coaft, they were attacked by eight 
hundred Spaniards, who were beaten and purfued 
to the town; where both parties entered at the 
fame time. The cannon they found there was im- 
mediately levelled againft the citadel. As it had 
very little effet, they were contriving tome firata- 
gem tro enable them to become mafters of the 
place ; when intelligence was brought thar it was 
abandoned. There remained in it only a gunner, 
an Englifhman, and an oficer of fuch Signet cou- 
rage, that he chofe rather to expote himtelf to the 
ereateft extremities, than bafely to fiy from the 
place with the refl. The commander of the Buc- 
Caneers received him with matks of cilftinction, 
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B O O K generoufly releaied him, gave him up all his 

X., effects, and befides complimented him with forme 
. =a valuable prefents: {fuch inftuence have courage 
and fideliry even on the minds of thote, who feem 
to violate all the rights of fociety. 

Tar conquerors of Campeachy fpent two months 
n fearching all the environs of the city, for twelve 
or fifteen leagues, carrying off every thing that 
the inhabitants, in their flight, thought they had 
preferved. When al} the treafure they had col- 
fected from every quarter was depofited in the 
fhips, a propofal was made to the governor of the 
province, who ftill kept the field, with nine hun- 
dred men, to ranfom his capital city. Flis refufal 
determined them to burn it, and demotifh the ci- 
tadel. The French, on the feftival of Sc. Louis, 
were celebrating the anniverfary of their kings 
and in the tranfports of their patriotifm, intoxica- 
tion, and national love of their prince, they burnt 
to the value of a million of logwood ; a part, 
and a very confiderable one too, of the fpoil they 
had made. After this fingular and extravagance 
inftance of folly, of which Frenchmen only could 
boaft, they returned to St. Domingo. 

Tue little advantage which the Englith and 
French Buccaneers had made by their laft expedi- 
tions upon the continent, had infenfibly led them 
to have recourfe to their ufual pyratical expedi- 
tions upon the fea. Both were employed in attack- 
ing the fhips they met with, when a particular 
train of circumftances again engaged the French 
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in that courfe which every thing had rendered BOOK 
them diffatished with. The powerful influence X< 
that the words glory, country and gold carry with =~ 
them, determined twelve hundred of them to join 
a fquadron of feven fhips, that failed from Eu- 
rope in 1697, under the command of Pointis, to 
attack the famous city of Carthagena. This was 
the moft dificult enterprife that could be attempted 
in the new world. The fituation of the port, the 
ftrength of the place, the badnefs of the climate, 
were fo many obftacles that feemed infurmountable 
to any but fuch men as the Buccaneers were. All 
nations concurred in conferring on them the glory 
they had acquired by their fuccefs ; but they were 
bafely deprived of the advantages refulting from it. 
The rapacious commander, who had gained booty, 
eftimated at forty millions of livres *, fcrupled not, 
as foonasthey fetfail, roofferforty thoufand crownst 
for the fhare of thofe who had been the chief inftru- 
ments in procuring him fo confiderable a {poil. 
Fue Buccaneers, exafperated at this treatment, 
refolved immediately to board the veffel, called 
the Scepter, where Pointis himfelf was, and which, 
at that time, was too far diftant from the reft of 
the fhips, to expeét to be amiited by them. This 
avaricious commander was upon the point of be- 
ino maffacred, when one of the male-contents 
cried out: Brethren, why fhould we attack this raf- 
cal? he has carried off nothing that belongs tous. 
Fle has left our fhare at Carthagena, and there we 
| = = mujt 
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This propofal was received 
A favage joy at once fuc- 


—~ ceeded that gloomy melancholy which had Teizeđd 
them, and without further deliberation, all their 








fhips failed towards the city. 


As foon as they had entered the city without 


yeceting with any refiftance, they fhut up all the 


men in the great church, and fpoke to them in the 
following words: ‘* We are fenfible that you con- 


at 


eL 


cc 





fhew will be a proof of it. 


fider us as men void of faith and of all religion, 
as devils rather than men. The opprobrious 
language you affect to make ufe of when you 
{peak of us, and the refufal you have made to 
treat with us of the furrender of your city, are 
evident indications of the fentiments you enter- 
tain of us. You fee us here armed, and capable 
of avenging ourfelves. The palenefs vifible 
upon your countenances, convinces us that you 
expect the moft fevere treatment, and your 
conficience teftifies that you deferve it. We 
fhall foon undeceive you, and convince you 
that we do not deferve the infamous appella- 
tions you load us with; but that they belong 
rather to the general under whofe command we 
have lately fought. The traitor has ‘deceived 
Though he owes the conqueft of this city 
to Ou: valour, he yet refufes to fhare the fpoils 
of it with us, and by this inftance cf injuftice 
has compelled us to return to you. We 
do it with regret, and the moderation we fhall 
We pledge our faith 

ce to 
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<< to you, that we will immediately retreat as foon BOOK 


“< as you have paid us five millions of livres *,; 


x 


«c this is the urmoft of our claim. Butif you re- ~v 


<< fufe us fo equitable a demand, the greateft dif- 
“<< treffes await you, the caufe of which you can only 
‘© afcribe to yourfelves, and the infamous Pointis_ 
« whom you are at liberty to load with all kinds 
‘<< of execrations.” 

AFTER this difcourfe, the moft venerable prieft 
in the city mounted the pulpit, and made ufe of 
the influence that his character, his authority, and 
his eloquence gave him, to perfuade his hearers ta 
yield up without referve all the gold, Giver, and 
jewels they had. The collection, which was made 
after the fermon, not furnifhing the fum requir 
ed, the city was ordered to be plundered. From 
the houfes they proceeded to pillage the churches, 
and even the tombs, but not with that fuccefs they 
expected, and they concluded by torturing the 
principal inhabitants. 

Twa of the citizens of the egreateft diftinétion 
were feized, and feparately queitioned where the 
the public money and that of the individuals was 
depofited. They declared they knew nothing of 
the matter; burt their anfwer was accompanied 
with fo much fimphcity as well as farmnefs, that 
the pirates would not make ufe of any feverities 
againft them. It was, however, agreed, thar they 
Should apparently be killed, by difcharging feve- 
ral fhots at them. Two other citizens were then 


xz g called ; 
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Boo K called ; whofe behaviour was fimilar to that of the 


me 


former, and the fame ceremony was practifed up- 


et on them. It was publickly given out that all the 


four had been killed, and that all chofe who fhould 
perfift in the fame obitinate filence, fhould be 
treated in the fame manner. This proclamation 
proved extremely fuccefsful, for above a million * 
was brought in the very fame day ; and fome fur- 
ther contributions were made fome days after. 
The adventurers, at length, defpairing to add any 
thing to what they had already amafied, fet fail. 
Unfortunately they met with a fleet of Dutch and 
Englith fhips, both thofe nations being then in 
alliance with Spain. Several af the pirates were 
either taken or funk, with all the cargo they had 
on board their fhips ; the reft efcaped ta St. Do- 
mingo. 

Suca was the laft memorable event in the hif- 
tory of the Buccaneers. The feparation of the 
Englifh and French, when the war, on account of 
the Prince of Orange, dividea the two nations : 
the fucceisful means they both. made ufe of to 
promote the cultivation of land among their cola- 
nies, by she affiflance of thele enterprifing men, 
and the prudence they fhewed in fixing the moít 
diftinguifhed among them and intrufting them 
with civil and military employments: the protec- 
tion they were both under a necefflity of affording 
to the Spanifh fettlements, which till them had 


been a general object of plunder: all thefe cir- 
cu:inf{tances, 
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eurimftances, and various others, befides the ini- 
poffibility there was of fupplying the place of thefe 
remarkable men, who were continually dropping 
off, concurred to put an end to a ftociety, as Ex- 
traordinary as ever exited. Without any regular 
fyftem, without laws, without any degrec of iub- 
ordination, and even without any xed revenue, 
they became the atitonifhment of that age in which 
they lived, asthey wili be alfo of poiterity. They 
would have conquered all America, if conqueft 
and not piracy had been the motive of their 
actions. 

ENGLAND, France, and Ffolland, had fent at 
different times confiderable fleets into the new 
world. The intemperance of the climate, the want 
of fubfaiitence, the dejeétion of the trocps, rendcred 
the beft concerted {chemes uniuccefsful. Neither 
of thefe nations acquired any national glory, nor 
made any confiderable progrets by them. Upon 
the very icene of their difgrace, and on the very 
fpot where they were {fo fhamefully repulied, a 
{mall number of adventurers, who had no other re- 
fources to enable them to carry ona war, but what 
the war iticif afforded them, fucceeded in the moit 
difficult enterprifes. They fupplied the want of 
numbers and of power, by their activity, their vi- 
gilance, and bravery. An unbounded paMon for 
liberty and independence, excited and kept up ix 
them that energy ot ioul that enables us to unwer- 
cake and execute every thing; it produced thar 
vigour, that fuperiority in action, which tlhe moik 
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E O O K approved military difcipline, the moft powerfut 
Ka combinations of ftreneth, the beit regulated go- 
w= vernments, the moft honourable and moit ftriking 
rewards and marks of diftinction, will never be 

able to excite. 

Tue principle which actuated thefe extraordi- 
nary and romantic men, is nor eafily difcovered. 
It cannot be ateribed to want: the earch they trod 
upon, offered them immenfe treaiures, collected 
ready to their hand by men of inferior capacities. 
Can it then be imputed to- avarice? But would 
they then have fquandered away in a day the {polls 
acquired in a whole campaign?’ As they properly 
belonged to no country, they did not therefore 
facrifice themfelves for its defence, for the ag~ 
erandizing its territories, Or revenging its quar- 
rels. The love of glory, had they known if, 
would have prevented them from committing fuch 
numberiefs enormitries and crimes, which caft a 
fhade on all their brighteft actions. Neither could 
a f{pirit of indolence and eafe ever make men rufh 
into conftanct fatigues, and fubmic-to the greareft 
dangers. 

WHat then were the moral caufes that gave 
riie to fo fingular a fociety as that of the Bucca- 
neers? “Fharcountry, where nature feems to have ob- 
tained a perpetual and abfolute power over the moft 
turbulent paffions, where theinteinperate riot and 
intoxication occaiioned by public feitivals, was ne- 
cefflary to rouze men from an habitual flate of le- 
thargy > where they lived fatisGucd with their ted- 
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ous and indolent courte of life: that country be-BOOK 
came at once inhabited by an ardent and impe- Xe 
tuous people, who from the fcorching heat of their Sapayana 
atmotphere, feemed to have carried their fenti- 

ments to -the greatef{t excels, and their paffions to 

a degree of phrenzy. While the heats of a burning 

climate enervated the old conquerors of the new 
world ; while the Spaniards, who were fo reftlefs 
and turbulent in their own country, enjoyed with 
conquered Americans a life habituated to eafe and 
melancholy ; a fet of men, who had come out of 
the moft temperate climates in Europe, went under 
the equator to acquire powers unknown before. 





Ir we are defirous of tracing the origin of this 
revolution, we may perceive that it arifes from the 
Buccaneers having lived under the fhackles of Eu- 
ropean governments. The {pirit of liberty being 
reprefied for fo many ages, exerted its power to a 
degree almoft inconceiveable, and occafioned the 
mot terrible effects that ever appeared in the mo- 
ral world. Reftlefs and enthuhaitic men of every 
mation joined thernfelves to thefe adventurers, as 
foon as they heard of the fucceits they had met 
with. The charms of novelty, the idea of and 
defire excited by diftanct objects, the want of a 
change in fituation, the hopes of better fortune, 
the impulfe which excites the imagination to the 
undertaking of great actions, admiration, which 
eafily induces men to imitation, the neceffitv of 
getting the better of thofe impediments that are 
the confequences of imprudence, the force of ex- 

ample, 
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B O O K ample, and the being equally partakers of the 
x. fame good and bad fortune among thofe who have 
vv frequently affociatred together; in a word, the 
temporary ferment which all the elements, toge- 
ther with feveral accidental circumftances, had 
raifed in the minds of men, alternately elevated to 
the ereateft profperity, or funk in the deepeft dif- 
trels, at one time ftained with blood, at another 
plunged into voluptuoufnefs, rendered the Bucca- 
neers a people wholly diftinét in hiftory; but a 
people whofe duration was fo tranfient, that its 
glory lafted, as it were, buta moment. 
We are, however, accuftomed to confider thefe 
ruffians with a kind of abhorrence. ‘his they de- 
ferve ; as the inftances of fidelity, integrity, difin- 
tereftednefs and generofity, they fhewed to one 
another, did not prevent the outrages they perpe- 
tually committed againft mankind. But amidit 
fuch enormities, it is impoffible not to be ftruck 
with a variety of brave and noble actions, that 
would have refleéted honour on the moft virtuous 
people. 

Some Buccaneers had agreed for a certain fum 
to efcore a Spanifh ihip, very richly laden. One 
of them ventured to propoje to his companions to 
enrich themfelves at once, by making themfelves 
maiters of the fhip. The famous Montauban, 
who was the commander of the troop, had no fooner 
heard the propofal, than he defired to refign the 
command, and to be fet on fhore. What! re- 
plied thefe brave men, would you then leave us? 

Is 
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Is there any one who approves of the treachery 
that you abhor ? A council was immediately held ; 
and it was determined, that the guilty perfon 
fhould be thrown upon the firit coait they came 
to. They took an oath, that fo difboneft a man 
fhould never be admitted in any expedition in 
which any of the brave men prefent fhould be con- 
cerned, as they would think themielves difhonoured 
by fuch a conneétion. If this is not to be looked 
upon as an initance of heroiim, muit we then ex- 
pect to meet with heroesin an age, in which every 
thing great is turned into ridicule, under the idea 
of enthufiaim ? 


America had fcarcely recovered from the ra- 
vages fhe had fuftained: fhe had fcarce begun to 
be fenfGible of the advantages fhe derived from the 
indulftry of the Buccaneers, who were now become 
citizens and hufbandmen ; when the old world ex- 
hibired the fcene of fuch a revolution, as alarmed 
and terrified the new. Charles the fecond, king 
of Spain, had juit ended a life of trouble and 
anxiety. lis fubjects, perfuaded that a deicen- 
dent of the houle of Bourbon alone, was able 
to preferve the monarchy entire, had urged him 
towards the clofe of his life, to appoint the 
duke of Anjou his fucceffor. The idea of hav- 
ing the government of two and twenty kingdoms 
devolve to a family that was not only his rival, 
but his enemy, had filled him with the moft 
gloomy apprehenfions. But after feveral internal 
{ftruggles, and numberlefs marks of irrefolution, 


he 
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BOOK he at laft prevailed upon himfelf to fhew an ex- 

x. ample of juftice, and greatnefs of foul, which the 

~m~ natural weaknefs of his character gave little reafon 
to expect from hirn. 

Evrope, tired out for half a century, with the 
haughtinefs, ambition, and tyranny, of Lewis 
the XIV, exerted tts combined forces to prevent 
the increafe of a power already become too for- 
midable. ‘The fatal effects of a bad adminiftra- 
tion, had entirely enervated the Spaniards; the 
{pirit of fuperftition, and confequently of weak- 
nefs, that prevailed then in France, had procured 
fuch advantages to the league, as are hardly to be 
paralleled from the union of feveral powers againtt 
afingle one. This league gained an influence, 

that was increafed by the victories, equally glo- 
rious and beneficial, it obtained every campaign. 
Both kingdoms were foon left without ftrength or 
fame. To add to their misfortunes, their cala- 
mities were a general object of joy, and none 
were touched with a fenfe of compaffion at the 
mileries they experienced. 











E.NGLAND and Holland, after having profufely 
lavifhed their blood and treafures in defence of the 
Emperor, thought it neceffary to attend to their 
own interefts in America. This country invited 
them to rich as well as eafy conquefts. Spain, 
fiance the deftruction of its galleons at Vigo, had 
no fhips; and France, after having experienced 


that fatal reverfe of fortune that had reduced her 
CQ 
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the loweft ebb, had negleéted her navy. LfLhispBooxk 
¢mattention was owing to a diftant caute. X. 
Lewis the X1V. was, in his earlier age, ambi- “7 
tious of every thing thart might add to his glory, 
and contequently imagined, that without a navy, 
the fplendour of his reign would in iome degrec 
be diminifhed. Jr is more than probable, that he 
confidered his ecet only as one of the means thar 
would tend to All all nations with admiration, to 
punifh the Genoetfe and Algerines, and convey the 
terror of his name to the extremities of the globe. 
Eiad he, in that plan of greatnets he was defirous 
cf acquiring to himfelf, confidered a naval power 
as a part of it, he would have imitated Cromwell, 
and encouraged navigation, which fupports a ma- 
rine by commerce. Falle ideas of things mifled 
him in this particular. In proportion as the relft- 
ieffnefs of his temper drew upon him frefh ene- 
mics, and that he found himiclf obliged to main- 
tain a greater number of troops in conftant pay ; 
that the frontiers of the kingdom were extended, 
and that his forts were more numerous, the num- 
ber of his fhips decreafed. Hie made ufe of pare 
of the funds that were deftined to eftablifh his ma- 
ritime power, even before his neceffities obliged 
him to it. The frequent removals of the court, 
public buildings that were either ufelefs or -too 
magnificent, -obje¢éts of oftentation or of mere 
pleafure, and various other caufes, equally trifling, 
drained the money that ought to have been em- 
ployed in fupporting his navy. From that time, 
Thais 
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Boo kthis part of the power of France began to grow 
Ws weak: ic infenfibly declined, and was entirely loit 
an in the misfortunes of the war that was raiied for 
the Spanifh fucceffion. 
Ar this period the acquifitions the Spanifh and 
French had made inthe Weft-Indies, were not put 
in a ftate of defence. They were, therefore, the 
more likely foon to become the property of Great- 
Britain and the United Provinces; the only mo- 
dern nations who had eftablifhed their political in- 
fluence upon the principles of commerce. The 
vatt difcoveries of the Spaniards and Portuguefe, 
had given them, indeed, an exclufive poficffion 
of thofe treafures and produétions that ieemed to 
promife them the empire of the world, if riches 
could obtain it: but thefe nations, intoxicated as 
they were with the love of gold and the idea of 
conquelt had never in the leait fufpeéted that their 
poffeMions in the new world could fupport their 
power in the old. The Englifh and Dutch went 
into the contrary extreme, building their opinions 
upon the tyftem of the influence they fuppofed 
America mutt neceliarily give to Lurope. A Ri- 
tem which they not only miifanmplied, but carried 
to excels. 

‘THESE two nations, one of which had no natu- 
ral advantages, and the other very inconfiderable 
ones, had from the earlic{t period difcovered the 
true principles of commerce, and purfued them 
with greater perfeverance than might have been 
expected from the different fituarions they had 
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been engaged in. Accidental circumítances hav-B OOK 


ing at firft animated the induftry of the pooreft 


X o 


of thefe nations, fhe found herfelf very quickly “~~ 


equalled by her rival power, whofe genius was 
more lively, and whofe refources were much grea- 
ter. The war, occaGioned by a fpirit of induftry, 
and excited by jealoufy, foon degenerated into 
fierce, obftinate, and bloody engagements. T hefe 
were not merely fuch hoftilities as are carried on 
between two different people; they refembled ra- 
ther the hatred and revenge of one private man 
againt another. The necefflity they were under 
of uniting, in order to check and reftrain the power 
of France, fufpended thefe hoftilities. The fuc- 
cefs they met with, which was, perhaps, too rapid 
and decifive, revived their former animofity. 
From the apprehenfion they were under, that each 
ftace was labouring for the aggrandizement of the 
other, they entirely negleéted the invafion of 
America. Queen Ann at length availing herfelf 
of a favourable opportunity for concluding a fe- 
parate peace, procured fuch advantageous terms, 
as gave the Euglifh a great fuperiority over their ri- 
vals the Dutch. From that time England became 
of the greatef{t importance in the political fy{tem 
of Europe, and Hiolland was totally difregarded. 

Tue years fucceeding the peace of Utrechr, 
revived the ideas of the golden age to the world, 
which would be always ina iufficient ftate of tran- 
quillity, if the Luropeans did not driturb its peace, 
by carrying tbeir arms and their dificntions into 


cvery 
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B O O K every quarter of the globe. The fields were now 
x. no more covered with dead bodies. The harveit 
=v of the huífbandman was not laid wafte. ‘he failor 
ventured to fail in every iea without dread of pli- 
rates. Mothers no more faw their children forced 
from them, to lavifh their blood at the caprice of 
a weak monarch, or an ambitious minifter. Na- 
tions did no longer unite to gratify the pafions of 
their fovereigns. For fome time, men lived toge- 
ther as brethren, as much, at leaft, as the pride of 
princes and the avidity of the people would allow. 
THrovucsu this general happinefs was to be attri- 
buted to thofe who held the reins of goverment, yet 
the improvements of reafon contributed, in fome 
degree, to produce it. Philofophy then began to 
lay open and recommend the fentiments of benc- 
volence. The writings of fome philofophers had 
been made public or difperied among the peoples 
and contributed to polifh and refine their man- 
ners. This ipirit of moderation had infpired men 
with the love of the more uferul and pleafing arts 
of life, and abated, at leaft, the delire they till 
then had of deftroying one another: The thirft 
of blood feemed to be afiwayed, and all nations, 
with the afiiftance of the difcoveries they had 
made, ardently fet about the improvement of their 
population, agriculture aud manufactures. 

Tars fpirit of activity exerted itfeif principally 
in the Caribbee iflands. The ftates upon the con. 
tinent can fubGit, and even flourifh, when the rage 
ef war is kindled in their neighbourhood and 
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on their frontiers; becaufe the principal objet of BO 9 & 
their attention is the culture of their lands, their — 
manufaciures, their fubfiitence and internal con- 
fumptions. The cafe is very different with regard 
to thote fettlements that different nations have 
formed in the great Archipelago of America. In 
thefe, life and property are equally precarious. 
None of the neceffaries of life are the natural pro- 
duce of the climate. Wearing apparel and the 
inftruments of hufbandry are not even made inthe 
country. All their commodities are intended for 
exportation. Nothing but an eafy and fafe com- 
munication with Africa, with the northern coafts 
of the new world, but principally with Europe, 
can procure thefe iflands that free circulation of 
the neceffaries of life they receive, and of thofe 
fuperfluities they give in exchange forthem. ‘Ihe 
more the eolonifts had fuffered from the effects of 
that long and dreadful commotion, that had 
thrown every thing into confufion, the greater 
was their vigilance in endeavouring to repair the 
loffes their forcunes had fultained. The very hopes 
entertained that the generai weaknefs would in- 
fure a lafting tranguility, encouraged the moft 
cautious merchants ro fupply the colonifts with 
goods in advance ; a circurmftance that contribut- 
ed greatly to quicken the progrefs they made, 
which, notwithitanding all their care and atten- 
xion, would ctherwife have been very fow. Theile 
afMfiftances infured as well as increaf€d the profpe- 
rity of the iflands, till a ftorm, that had been a 
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B gi K long time gathering, broke out in the year 1739» 
and difturbed the peace of the world. 


piap plore True Englifh colonies, but chiefly Jamaica, had 
csar ae carried on a contraband trade with the Spanifh fet- 
war in tle ments in the new world, which cuftom had long 
Tam made them confider as lawful. “The court of Ma- 


drid, becoming better acquainted with its interefts, 
concerted meafures to put a ftop to, or at leaft to 
check this intercourfe. “The plan might poffibly 
be prudent, but it was neceffary it fhould be put 
in execution with equity. If the fhips that were 
intended to prevent this fraudulent trade had only 
feized upon thofe veffels that were concerned in it, 
this meafure would have deferved commendation. 
But the abufes infeparable from violent meafures, 
the eagernefs of gain, and, perhaps, too a fpirit of 
revenge, incited them to ftop, under the pretext 
of their carrying on a contraband trade, many 

fhips which in reality had a legal deftination. 
ENncGtLanpb, whofe fecurity, power and glory is 
founded upon commerce, could not very patiently 
fuffer even her ufurparions to be reftrained; but 
was highly incenfed when fhe found that thefe 
hoftiliries were carried to an excefs inconfiftent with 
the law of nations. In London, and in the houfe 
of parliament, general complaints were made 
again{t the authors of them, and invectives againit 
the minifter who fuffered them. Walpole, who 
had long ruled Great Britain, and whofe character 
and abilities were better adapted to peace than 
war, and the Spanifh council which fhewed lefs 
{pirit 
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{pirit as the ftorm increafed, concerted together B O iey i 
terms of reconciliation. Thole fixed upsan, and EE 
Moned at Pardo, were net approved by a people 
equally inflamed by its interefts, its retentments, 
and by party ipirit, and efpecially by the number 
of political writings that were conttantly publifhed 
on the fubject. 

EncLanpvptcems daily with numberlefs produc- 
tions cf the preis, in which all che concerns of the 
nation are treated with freedom. Among thefe 
writings fome are judicious, written by men of 
underftanding, or citizens well informed and zea- 
lous for the public good. Their advice contri- 
butes to diicover to the public their true interetts, 
and to affift the operations of governmenkR® Few 
ulfeful regulations of internal ceconomy are adopt- 
ed in the ftate, that have not firft been pointed 
out, modelled, or improved in fome of thefe 
writings. Unhappy are the people who are cie- 
prived of fuch an advantage. But amorg tie few 
fenfible men, who ferve to enlighten their coun- 
try, numbers are to be met with, who either from 
a difpuft to thois in power, or fiom a defire of 
falling in with the tafte of the pcople, or from 
iome perfonal motives, Gelicght in fornentirs a 
ipirit of diffention and. difcont:net. The means 
generally made ufe of for this purpotfe, are to 
heighten the pretenfions of their country beyond 
‘their juft and legal bounds, and to make the peo- 
ple confider the fmalleft precautions taken by other 


powcrs for the prefervation of their poficflions, as 
G 2 vifible 
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BOOK vifible encroachments. T hefe exaggerations, equal 

v ly partial and falfe, eitablifh prejudices the effects 
of which occafion the nation to be conttantly at 
war with its neighbours. It government, from a 
defire of preferving the balance of juftice between 
itfelf and other powers, {honid refute to yield to 
popular prejudices, it finds itfelf, at length, under 
a necefflity of doing it. 

Tue mob of London, the moft contemprible 
of any in the univerfe, as the people of England 
confidered in a political view, are the frft people 
in the worid; abetted by twenty thoufand young 
men, the fons of diftinguifhed merchants, belet 
the parliament houfe with clamours and threats, 
and influence its deliberations. Such tumults are 
frequently excited by a party in the parliament 
infelf. T hefe defpicable men, once roufed, revile 
the molt refpeétable citizen, who has incurred 
their difpleafure and been rencered fufpicious tQ 
them: they fet fire to his houfe, and fcandaloufly 
infule the moft facred characters. The tumult can 
never be appeafed, unlefs they force the miniftry 
to yield to their fury. This indirect, though con- 
anual influence of commerce upon the public 
meafures, was, perhaps, never fo fenfibly felt as 
at the period we are fpeaking of. 


ENGLAND began the war with much fuperior 
advantages. She had a great number of failors 
on foot. Her ftorehoufes filled with warhke am- 
munitions, and her dock-yards were in the moft 


flourifhing condition. ler fleets were all manned 
and 
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and ready for fervice, and commanded by expe- a K 

rienced officers, waited only for orders to fet fail, —=— —— 

and fpread the terror and glory of her flag to the 

extremities of the world. Walpole, by neglect- 

ing fuch great advantages, muft not be cenfured 

as having betrayed his country. Inthis particular 

he is above fufpicion, fince he was never even ac- 

cufed of corruption, in a country where fuch 

charges have been often made without being be- 

lieved. Flis conduct; however, was not entirely 

irréproachable. The apprehen&Gion he was under 

of involving himfelf in difficulties that might en- 

danger his adminiftration, the neceffity he found 

of applying thofe treafures in military aperations, 

that he had amafied to bribe and fecure to himfelf£ 

a party, joined to that of impofing new taxes, 

which muft neceffarily raife to the higheft degree 

the averfion that had been entertained both for his 

perfon and principles: all thefe, and fome other 

circumftances occafioned an irrefolution in his con- 

duét that was attended with the moft fatal con- 

fequences. He loft titne, which is of the utmoft 

importance in every expedition, but particularly 

decifive in all naval operations. 

Tue fleet that Vernon commanded, after hav- 

ing deftroyed Porto-Bello, was unfuccefsful at 

Cathagena, rather from the badnefs of the cli- 

mate, the mifunderftanding and inexperience of 

the Officers, than the valour of the garrifon, An- 

fon’s fieet was loft at the doubling ef Cape Horn, 

which-fome months fooner might have been per- 
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BOOK formed without danger. If we were to judge of 
a what he might have done with his whole iquadron, 
from what he actually performed with a fingle fhip, 
ic is not improbable but that he would at leait have 
fhaken the empire of the Spaniards in the South 
Sea. A fettlemenct that was attempted in the ifland 
of Cuba was not profperous. Thote who intend- 
ed building a city there, all died. General Cplie- 
thorpe, after having opened the trenches for thir- 
ty-eignt days, was forced to ratfe the fiege of fort 
St. Auftin in Florida, vigoroufly defended by Ma- 
nuel Montiano, who had time enough to prepare 
himfelf againft the attack. | 
THuoucnHu the firft efforts of the Enelifh againit 
Spanifh America, were not fuccefsful, yet the 
alarm was not appeaied. The navy, the cha- 
yracter, and government of the Enelith, were three 
great refources they had ftill left, fuficient to make 
the Spaniards tremble. In vain did France unite 
her naval powers, to aét in conjunction with thofe 
of Spain. This confederacy neither checked the 
intrepidity of the conimon enemy, nor animated 
the minds of fuch as were overwhelmed with fear. 
Fortunately for both nations, as well as for Amec- 
rica, the death of the emperor Charles the VIth, 
had kindled in Europe an obftinate war, in which 
the Britifh troops were detained, to fupport an in- 
tereft that was extremely doubtful. The hoftili- 
ties, commenced in diftant countries with fuch' 
great preparations, terminated at laft infenfibly in 
a few piracies, that were committed on both fides. 
The 
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The moft remarkable event that happened at that BO OK 
time, was the taking of Cape-Breton, which ex- —_~— 
pofed the fifhery, commerce, and colonies of 
France, to the greatef{t dangers. This valuable 
poffieffion was reftored to the French at the peace ; 
buc the treaty that gave it up, was not lefs the ob- 
ject of cenfure. 

Tue French, ever influenced by a fpirit of chi- 
valry, that has fo long been the dazzling folly of 
all Europe, imagine the facrifice of their lives fuf- 
ficiently compentated, if it has contributed to ex- 
tend the frontiers of their country; that is to fay, 
when they have compelled their prince to the ne- 
ceffity of governing them with lefs attention and 
equity than he did before; but if their territory 
remains the fame as it was before the war, they 
then think their honour is loft. This rage for 
conqueft, excufable indeed in a barbarous age, 
but which more enlightened ones fhould never be 
reproached with, threw difgrace on the peace of 
Aix-la-Chapelle, which reftored to Aufltria all the 
places that had been taken from her. The na- 
tion, too tritling and capricious, to attend to po- 
litical difcufMfions, could not be convinced, that by 
forming any kind of eftablifhment for the in- 
fant Don Philip, an alliance with Spain was effec- 
tually fecured ; that the herfelf was thereby en- 
gaged to adjuft, with the houte of Auttria, iome 
interefts of the greate{t importance: that by be- 
coming guarantees to the king of Pruffia for Sile- 
a, two rival powers would in confequence of fuch 
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B KEA K an arrangement be formed in Germany ; to pro- 
a duce which happy effect had been the labour and 


care of two centuries : that by reftoring Friburg, 
and thofe towns in Flanders that had been de- 
{troyed, they would be eafily retaken, if war 
fhould again be declared and carried on with vi- 
cour: befides, that the number of land forces 
might always be very eafily diminifhed of fifty 
thoufand men, and the faving which fuch a reduc- 
tion would produce, might and ought to be em- 
ployed in increafing the navy. 

Ir therefore the French nation had not even 
been obliged to attend to the management of its 
affairs at home, which were then ina very alarm- 
ing ftate; if her credit and commerce had not 
been entirely ruined ; if fome of her moft confi- 
derable provinces had not been in the greateft 
diftrefs ; if fhe had not loft the key of Canada; if 
her colonies had not been threatned with certain and 
immediate invafion ; if her navy had not been fo 
entirely deftroyed, as i{carcely to have a fhip left 
to fend into the new world ; and if Spain had not 
been upon the point of concluding a feparate trea- 
ty with England: independent of all thefe cir- 
cumftances, yet the peace, that was then made, 
would have deferved the apprabation of the moít 
fenfible and judicious men. 

Tne eale with which Marfhal Saxe could pene- 
trate into the internal provinces of the Netherlands, 
was an object that particularly attraéted the French. 
It will readily be allowed, that nothing feemed 
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impoffible to the vićtorious arms of Lewis the XV;BO oK 
but it may be thought paradoxical to affert, that ——— 
the Englıfh were extremely defirous of feeing the 
Dutch fubdued. If the republic, which could not 
poMibly feparate itielf from its allies, had been 
conquered, its inhabirants, filled as they were with 
ancient as well as prefent prejudices again{t the 
government, laws, manners and religion of their 
conqueror would hardly have fudmiutted to his 
dominion. Would they not certainly have con- 
veyed their people, their ftock, and the:r in- 
duitry to Great-Britain? And can there be the 
leaft doubt whether fuch confiderable advantages 
would not have been infinitely more valuable to 
the Enelifh, than an alliance with the Dutch P 
To this obfervation let us venture to add an- 
other, which though not attended to before, will, 
perhaps, feem not lefs evident. The court of Vi- 
enna has been thought either very fortunate, or 
very fkilful, to have been able by the means of ne- 
cociations, to have wrefted out of the hands of 
the French thofe places which had been taken 
from her during the war. But would fhe not have 
been more fortunate, or more fkilful, had fhe fuf- 
fered her enemy to keep part of the conquefts ob- 
tained over her ? ‘That period is now paffed, when 
the houfe of Auitria was equal, or, perhaps, fupe- 
rior to the houle of Bourbon. Policy, therefore, 
fhould have engaged her to intereft other powers 
in her fortune, even from the loffes fhe had fuf- 
tained. This fhe might have effeéted by facrific- 
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E gh K ing fomething, apparently atleaft, to France. Eu- 

Ww rope, alarmed ac the increafing power of this md- 
Marchy, which is naturally an object of hatred, 
envy and fear, would have renewed that fpirit of 
animoiity that had been fworn againit Lewis 
the XIV ; and more formidable leagues would ne- 
ceffiarily have been formed in confequence of fuch 
fentiments. This general difpofition of people 
was more likely to have recovered the greatnels of 
the new houfe of Auftria, than the re-acguifition 
of a diftant and limitted territory, always open to 
an attack. 

Ir is probable, however, that the French ple- 
nipoteitiary who managed the negociation, as 
well as the munifter who directed it, would have 
feen through the artifice. We do nort even {fcru- 

ple to affert, that neither of thefe ftatefmen had 
any view of extending the French dominions. But 
would they have found the fame penetration to 
unravel political defigns in the council, to which 
they were refponfible for their conduét ? This is a 
point we cannot prefume to determine. All go- 
vernments are generally inclined to extend their 
territories, and that of France is, from its conftti- 
tution, equally fo. 

But whatever truth there may be in thefe re- 
flections, it muft be allowed, that the expectations 
of the two French minifters, who fettled the peace, 
were difappointed. ‘The principal object they had 
in view was the prefervation of the colonies, that 
had been threatened by the enemy. But as foon 
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as the danger was over, this unbounded fource of B ae K 
opulence was neglected. France kept on foor a ———~ 
large body of troops, retained in her pay a great 
part of Germany, and acted in the fame manner 
as if another Charles the Vth had threatened her 
frontiers ; or another Philip the IId could have 
thrown the internal parts of the kingdom into con- 
fufion by his intrigues. She was not fenfible that 
her fuperiority upon the continent was acknow- 
ledged, that no fingie power could venture to at- 
tack her; and that the event of the laft war, and 
the arrangements fertled by the laft peace, had 
rendered the union of tevcral powers againit her 
impoffible. A number of apprehenfions equally 
weak and trifling difturbed her tranquillity. Her 
prejudices prevented he: from perceiving that fhe 
had only one enemy really deferving her attention, 
and that this enemy only could be reftrained by a 
confiderable fleet. 

THe Enelifh naturally more inclined to envy 
the profperity of others than to enjoy their own, 
are not only defirous of becoming rich, but of be- 
ing exclufively fo. Their ambition is gain, as that 
of the Romans wasempire. They donot properly 
feek to extend their dominions, but their colo- 
nies. Commerce is the fole objeét of all the 
wars they are engaged in, and the defire of en- 
grofiing it all tothemfelves, has made them per- 
form many great aétions, and commit the motft 
flagrant acts of injuftice. This paffion is fo pow- 
erful that even their philofophers are not free from 
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BOJE it. The celebrated Mr. Boyle ufed to fay, that ie 

— would be a commendable aétion to preach chri- 
tianity to the favages ; becaufe, were they to know 
only fo much of it as would convince them of their 
obligation to wear clothes, it would prove of 
great fervice to the Eneglifh manufactures. 

America A fyftem of this nature, that the Engltth have 


was the 


caufe of f{carcely ever loft fight of, difcovered irfelf more 
eea iii openly in 1755, than it had ever done before. 
The rapid improvements made in the French co- 
lonies furprifed every attentive mind, and awaken- 
ed the jealoufy of the Englifh. Afhamed how- 
ever, to let it appear at firft, they. concealed it for 
tome time under myfterious difguifes; and a peo- 
pie who have pride or modefty enough to term 
nesotiations the artillery cf their enemies, did not 
{cruple to employ all the windings and artifices of 


the moít infidious policy. 


FRANCE, alarmed at the confufed ftate of her 
finances, intimidated by the fmall number of her 
fhips, and the inexperience of her admirals; fe- 
duced by a love of eafe, pleafure and tranquillity, 
favoured the attempts that were made to deceive 
her. In vain did fome able ftatefmen continually 
urge that Great-Britain was and ought to be defir- 
ous of a war; and that fhe was compelled to be- 
gin it before the naval eftablifhment of her rival 
had attained to the fame degree of perfeétion as 
her trading navy. Thefe caufes of apprehenfion 
feemed abfurd tn a country where trade had been 
hitherto carried on by a fpirit of imitation only ; 

where 
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where it had been fliackled by every fpecies of B 29 K 
reftraint, and always facrificed to finance; where Reset pst 


it had never met with any real encouragement, 
and men were, perhaps, ignorant that they were 
in poffeffion of the moft valuable and richeft com- 
merce in the world. A nation, that was indebted 
to nature for a moft excellent foil; to chance for 
her colonies ; to the vivacity and pliancy of her 
difpofition for a tafte in thofe arts which vary and 
increafe the enjoyments of life; to her conquefts 
and her literary merit, and even to the difperfion 
of the proteftants fhe had unfortunately loft, for 
the defire excited in other countries of imitating 
her: this nation that would be too happy, were 
fhe permitted to enjoy her happinefs, would not 
perceive that fhe might be deprived of fome of 
thefe advantages, and infenfibly fell a facrifice to 
thofe arts employed to lull her into fecurity. 
When the Englifh thought there was no further 
occafion to diflemble, they commenced hoftilities, 
without having previoufly paid any attention to 
thofe formalities, that are in ufe among civilized 
people. 

Tuoucnu a declaration of war were only a mere 
ceremony between nations, which teem to be bound 
by no ties as ivon as thgy intend to mafiacre one 
another ; yet it is very evident, that the Britifh 
miniftry were more than doubtful of the injuftice 
of their conduct. TVhetimidity of their mealures, 
the perplexity of their Operations, the prewaricat- 
ing modes of jufiificaticn they adopted, and the 

in- 
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influence they in vain exertcd to make parliament 
approve fo fcandalous a violation ; thefe with fe- 
veral other circumitances plainly difcovered the 
guilt of their proceeding. . If thofe weak minil- 
ters of fo great a power, had been as bold in com- 
mitting crimes, as they appeared regardlefs of the 
laws of virtue, they would have formed a project 
of the moft extenfive nature. When they unyjuit- 
ly gave orders to attack all the French fhips upon 
the northern coaft of America, they would have 
‘extended thefe orders to every fea. The ruin 
of the only power that was capable of making 


any refiltance, would have been the necefiary con- 


‘The be- 


fequence of fuch a ftrong confederacy. Its fall 
would have intimidated all other nations, and 
wherever the Englifh flag had appeared, it would 
have commanded obedience in every quarter of 
the world. A fuccefs fo remarkable and decifive 
would have made the multitude overlook the vio- 
lation of public right, would have juftified it to the 
political world, and the remonftrances of the wife, 
would have been loft in the clamours of the igno- 


rant and ambitious. 
A timid, but equally unjuftifiable conduct, was 


ginning of attended with very contrary effeéts. The council 


the war is 
unfavour- 
able to the 
Englifh. 


of George the Ild was haysed as well as defpifed 
over all Europe; and the events correfponded to 
thefe fentiments. France, though unexpectedly 
attacked, was victorious in Canada, gained confi- 
derable advantages by fea, took Minorca, and 


threatened London itielf. Eler rival was then fen- 
fible 
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fible of the truth of what men of underftanding BOOK 


had 
French united the greacef{t contrarieties in their 
charaéter ; that they blended virtues and vices, 
marks of weaknefs and ftrength that had always 
been thought inconfiftent with each other; that 
they were brave, though effeminate; equally ad- 
dicted to pleafure and glory; ferious in trifles, and 
trifling in matters of importance; ever difpofed to 
war, and ready to attack: in a word, mere chil- 
dren, fuffering themfelves, as the Athenians of 
old, to be difquieted and moved toanger for real or 
imaginary interefls ; fond of enterprifes and action, 
ready to follow any guide, and comforted in the 
greateft misfortunes with the moft trifling fuccefs. 
The Englifh, who according to a vulgar, though 
ftronge expreffion of Swift’s, are always in the cel- 
lar or in the garret, and know no medium, began 
then to be too much afraid of a nation that they 
had unjuftly defpifed. A fpirit of defpondency 
fucceeded to that of prefumption. 

THE nation, corrupted by the too great confi- 
dence it had placed in its opulence; humiliated 
by the introduction of foreign troops, and by the 
moral character and inability of its governors ; 
weakened too by the collifion of faétions, which 
keep up an exertion of ftrength among a free 
people in times of peace, but which deftroy their 
power in times of war: the nation, difgraced, -af- 
tonifhed, and uncertain what meafures to purfue 5; 
equally fenfable of the diftreffes it had already been 

expofed 
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long fince obferved in England, that the——,—~ 
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EB oD K expofed to, as of thofe it forefaw, was incapable 

w— of exerting itfelf to avenge the one, or prevent 
the other. All zeal for the common caufe was 
confined to the granting of immente fupplies. 
‘That the coward 1s fooner difpofed to part with 
his money than the brave man in order to ward 
off the danger, and that the prefent critical fi- 
tuation of affairs required them not to confider 
who fhould pay, but who fhould ftand forward to 
fight; thefe were truths, which at that time feemed 
to have been forgotten. 

Tue French, on their part, were dazzled with 
fome inftances of fucceis that were of no con- 
fequence. Prefuming, that the furprize their ene- 
mies had been thrown into, was a proof of their 
weaknefs, they involved themfelves further than 
was confiftent with their intereft, in the difturb- 
ances that then began to divide the German 
powers. 


A sysTEm, which if unfuccefsful, muft have 
been attended with the greateft difgrace, and if 
fortunate, muft have been deftructive in the end, 
ferved to confound them. Their levity made them 
forget, that a few months before, they had ap- 
plauded the wife and enlightened ftatefman, who 
being defirous to avoid a land war, which fome 
minifters were willing to enter into from their 
defpairing of fuccefs at fea, had, with the vivacity 
and confidence peculiar to genius, addrefl¢d him- 
felf to them in the following words: Gestlemen, 
faid he, let us all, who are here prefent in council, 


Ze 
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£9 out with torches in our bands, and fet fire to all BO bg K- 
Zur fhips, if they are ufelefs to our defence, and are swn, —> 
only conducive to make car enemies infult us. This 
political infatuation threw them into the greatelt 
difficulties. Errors of the cabinet were followed 
by military faults. The management of the army 
was fubjected to the intrigues of the court. A 
feries of bad tuccefs was the confequence of a per- 
petual change of commanders. This light and 
fuperficial nation did not perceive, that even fup- 
pofing, what indeed was impoffible, that all thofe 
who were fucceffively intrufted with the direétion 
of the military operations, had really been men of 
abilities, yet they could not contend with advan- 
tage againit a man of genius, affifted by one of 
diftinguifhed capacity. Mrisfortunes made no al- 
teration in the plan that had been formed, and the 
changes of generals were endlefs. 

WHite the French were thus deceived, the 
Englifh, from afpirit of dejection, were inflamed 
with the utmoft refentment: they changed a mi- 
nifter who had juftly excited general diffatisfaction, 
and placeci at the head of affairs a man who was 
equally an enemy to timid meafures, to the royal 
prerogative, and to France. Though this choice 
was the confequence of that fpirit of party which 
caufes the greateft revblutions in England, yet it 
was fuch as the circumftances of the time re- 
quired. Wolliaim Pitt, afavourite from his youth 
in the three kingdoms, on account of his integrity 
and difintereftednefs, his zeal againft corruption, 

Vee LH- Aa and 
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B aay K and his inviolable attachment to the interefts of 


n — the public, had a foul formed for great defigns ; 


was diftinguifhed by a fpecies of eloquence that 
never failed to captivate the minds of his hearers, 
ənd by a character equally firm and enterprifing. 
He was ambitious to make hiscountry rife fuperior 
to all others, and atthe iame time to raife his own 
fame. Hiis enthufiafm fired a nation, which will 
always be infpired by a love of Hhberty. The ad- 
miral who had fuffered Minorca to be taken, was 
arref{ted, thrown into prifon, accufled, tried, and fen- 
tenced to death. Neither his rank, abilities, family, 
or friends, could protect hina from the rigour of the 
law. His own {hip was fixed upon as the {pot where the 
fentence pafied upon him was to be put in execution. 
All Europe, at the news of this melancholy event, 
was {truck with aftonifhmenrs, blended with admira- 
tion and horror. It recalled the memory of thean- 
cient republics. The death of Byng, whetker he 
was guilty or not, proclaimed in the moft alarm- 
ing manner to thofe who were employed by the 
nation, what fate they muft expect, if they be- 
traved the confidence repofed in them. Every 
man faid within himfelf in the inftant of battle: 
It is on this field I muft die, rather than with in- 
famy on a fceaffold. Thus the blood of one man, 
accufed of cowardice, was productive of a {pirit 
of heroifm. 

Turis fyftem of holding out an example of ter- 
ror to fubdue the impreffions of fear, was further 


{trengthened by an emulation, that teemed to 
promile 
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promife the revival of public fpirit. Diffipation, FO OK 


pleafure, indolence, and often vice and a cor- — -— 
ruption of manners, occafion warm and frequent 
connections in moft kingdoms of Europe. The 
Enplifh have liefs intercourfe and connection 
with each other; they have, perhaps, lefs taíte 
for focial life than other nations ; but the idea of 
any project that may be ferviceable to the ítate, 
immediately unites them, and they feem, as it 
were, animated by one foul. All ranks, parties, 
and teéts, contribute to iniure its fuccefs, and with 
fuch liberality as cannot be paralleled in thofe 
places where the notion of a particular native 
country does not prevail. This zeal is more re- 
markably diftinguifhed when the nation has placed 
an implicit confidence in the minifter who has the 
direction of public meafures. As foon as Mr. Pitt 
was made prime minifter, a marine fociety was 
eftablifhed, which perceiving that there appeared 
a remifinefs in general to enter into the fea fervice, 
and difapproving the cuftom of preffing men into 
it, invited the children of the pooreft clafs in the 
three kingdoms, to become fhip boys, and their 
fathers failors. They undertook to pay the ex- 
pences of their voyage; to take care of them in 
ficknefs; to feed, clothe, and furnifh them with 
every thing neceflary to preferve their health during 
the time they were to be at fea. The king, truck 
with this inftance of patriotifm, gave them 22,500 
livres * ; the prince of Wales goeo livres þȚ, and 
A a2 the 
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B >o K the princes of Wales £50u* The actors of the 

= acne abil different theatres, whole abilities have not been 
treated with contempt by this entighiened nation, 
acted their beit plays for the increafe of fo re- 
{fpectable an eftablifhment. The theatres were 
never fo much crouded as on this occalion. A 
hundred of thefe fhip boys, and a hundred of the 
failors, clothed from a zeal thart may truly be held 
facred, appeared upon the ftage; a decoration 
this furcly not inferior to that arifing from the 
multitude of lights, the elegance of drefs, and 
the briiliancy of jewcis. 

The Eng- Tuais public zeal and attachment to the interefts 

roufed of the nation, animated the minds of all the Eng- 

sine tty lih, and the effeéts of it were diiplayed in the 


and feize 
the French 
and Spa- 
niíh i- 
flutis. 


dificrence of their conduct. They ravaged the 
coafls of their enemies ; beat them every where by 
fea; intercepted their navigation, and gave a check 
to all their forces in Wreitphalia. They drove 
them out of Worth America, Africa, and the 
Eait-Indies. Till Mir. Pitt became nuinifter, all 
the expedicions cf the nation, made in diftant 
ccuntries, had been unftiuccefsful, and muft ne- 
ceffarily have been to, becautfe they had been ill- 
concerted. He, on the concrary, planned fuch 
prudent and ufeful defigns; his preparations were 
conducted with fo much forefight and difpatch ; 
his means were fo well adapted to the ends he 
wanted to obtain; he made fuch a prudent choice 
of the perions whom he intrufted with his de- 

fiens ; 

1961. 17s. 6d. 





IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 


357 


figns; he eftablifhed fuch harmony between the B ae Bo 
land and fea forces, and raifed the fpirits of the —~-— 


Einglifh to fucha height, that his whole admini- 
{tration was a feries of conquetfts. His mind, ftill 
fuperior to this glcry, made him defpife the idle 
clamours of thofe who cenfured his profufions. 
Fie ufed to tay with Philip, father of Alexander 
the Great, That witélory was to be purchased by mo- 
ney, and that money maj not be [pared at the expence 
of wiéfory. 

By fuch a conduct, and fuch principles, Mr. 
Pitt had at all times and in all places triumphed 
over the French. He purfued them to their moft 
valuable iflands, even to their fugar plantations. 
Thefe poffeffions, fo juftly prized for their riches, 
were not, however, better fecured. The fortifi- 
cations that were erected there, were contftructed 
without judgment, and were in a ruinous ftare. 
Ever fince the beginning of hoftilities, ali inter- 
courfe between thefe great fetrlements and the 
mother country, had been at anend. They could 
neither receive fubdfiftence from it, nor enrich it 
with their productions. The builktdings neceffary 
for the carrying on of agriculture, were a heap of 
ruins. The matters and the flaves, equally defti- 
tute of the neceffarics of life, were obliged to feed 
upon the cattle deftined for the works of hufban- 
dry. If any rapacious navigators ever reached 
them, it was through fo many dangers, that the 
coloni{ts were obliged to pay for what they bought 
ef thefe traders at a very advanced price, and to 

Aag give 
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BQOK give them in exchange whatever they chofe to take 

PE c from them at the loweft. Though the coloniíts 
did not call in the aid of any foreign power to 
their affiftance, yet it was not to be expected, that 
their attachments to their mother country, would 
induce them to make a vigorous defence againft 
an enemy that might put an end to their dif- 
trefies. 

In this fituation of affairs, ten fhips of the line, 
fome bomb-ketches, and frigates, with five thou- 
fand land forces, failed from England, and arrived 
at Guadalupe. They appeared before the town 
on the 22d of January, 1759, and the next day 

bombarded the town of Baffe-Terre. If the be- 
fiegers had known how to take advantage of the 
terror they had fpread, the ifland would have 
made a very fhort refiftance: but the Nlownefs, ti- 
midity, and irrefolution of their operations, af- 
forded the garrifon and the inhabitants leifure to 
fortify themfelves ina pafs that was at the diftance 
of two leagues from the place. From this fpot 
they {topped the progrefs of the enemy, who were 
equally diftreffed from the heat of the climate and 
the want of provifions. Fhe Englifh, defpairing 
of making themfelves mafters of the colony on 
this fide, proceeded to attack it in another quar- 
ter, known by the name of Grande-Terre. It 
was defended by a fort called Fort -.ewis, which 
made ftill lefs refiftance than that of Baffe-Terre, 
that had furrendered in four and twenty hours. 
The conquerors were again guilty of che error 

they 
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they had before fallen into, and fuffered the fame B SS 
inconveniences from it. The event of the expe- ——-—~ 


dition began to be doubtful, when Barrington, who 
fucceeded to the command at the death of Hop- 
fon, changed the plan of operations. Hle gave 
up the idea of penetrating inte the country, and 
re-imbarked his foldiers, who fucceffively attacked 
the houfes and villages upon the coafts. The ra- 
vages they committed, obliged the colonies to 
fabmit. The whole ifland, after three months de- 
fence, furrendered on the 2:1ft day of April, up- 
on very henourable terms of capitulation. 
Tue troops that had obtained this victory did 
not engage in this expedition, till they had inef- 
fectually threatened Martinico. Three years after, 
Great-Britain revived a defign that had been too 
haflily given up, but greater preparations and 
more effeétual means were empioyed to carry it 
into execution. On the 16th of January 1762, 
eighteen battalions, wnder the com mand of ge- 
neral Monckton, and eighteen fhips of the line 
commanded by admiral Rodney, the firít fent from 
Worth Amc:ica, and the latter from Europe, ap- 
peared before the capital of the ifland. The land- 
ing of the troops the next day was foon effected, 
without. dificulty. and without lois. To take 
pofiefion of the eminences that were fortified and 
defended by Fort Royal, feemed to be a matter 
not fo eafily accomplifhed. T hele obftacles, how- 
ever, were afier fome warm engagements fur- 
grounted, and the place that would ioon have been 
Aa4 reduced 
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B >92 reduced to afhes by the bombs, capitulated on 

wey he eth of February + and the whole colony did 
the fame on the rath. It is probable that rhe 
profperity of Guadalupe under the Britifh go- 
vernment, contributed to bring about this gene- 
ral furrender ; which might and ought to have 
been delayed longer. Granada and the orher 
Leeward iflands, whether fubject to France, or 
which though peopled by Frenchmen, were reu- 
tral, furrendered themfelves, without making any 
refiftance. 


Even St. Domingo, the only pofieffion the 
French ftill retained in the Archipelago of Ame- 
rica was likely to fall into the hands of the Eng- 
lifh , and its lofs feemed to be not far diftant. If 
it had not even been known that this was the firft 
conqueft Great-Britain would attempt, yet it could 
not be fuppofed that it would efcape its avidity. 
Would this ambitious nation have checked the ca- 
reer of its own fucceffes fo far as to give up all 
thoughts of a conqueft that would have com- 
pleted its profperity ? This was a point that feem- 
ed not to admit of a doubt. The colony was ge- 
nerally known to be entirely without any means of 
defence, either within or without, and thereforetnca- 
pable of making the leaft refiftance. It was fo fenfible 
of iis weaknefs, that it feemed difpofed to fur- 
render as foon as it fhould be fummoned to do it. 
Tue court of France was equally aftonifhed and 
alarmed at the loffes it had fuftained, and at 
thofe it forefaw. It had expected fuch an obftr- 
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nate refiftance as would have been fuperior to eve-BOOK 
ry attack. The defcendants of thofe brave ad- ‘citing 
venturers, who had fectled thefe colonies, feemed 

a rampart fufficient to repel ail the forces of the 

Britifh empire. They almoft felt a fecret fatis- 

faction that the Englifh were directing their efforts 

towards that quarter. The miniftry had infpired 

the nation with the fame confidence that pofiefied 

them, and it was the mark of a bad citizen to 

fhew the leat uneafineifs. 

Ir is an obfervation, we may now be per- 
mitted to make, that events, which have once 
happened, will happen again. A people whofe 
whole fortune confifts in fields and paftures will, 
if influenced by any degree of fpirit, refolutely 
defend their pofice¢Mions. The harveft of one year 
is the utmoft they can lofe, and whatever calamity 
they may experience, does not diftrefs them to 
fuch a degree as to leave them without hopes of re- 
covery. The cafe 1s very different ‘with regard to 
the wealthy cultivators of thefe colonies. When- 
ever they take up arms, they run the rifque of hav- 
ing the labours of their whole lives deftroyed, 
their Mlaves carried off, and ail the hopes of their 
pofterity either loft by fire or plunder: they will 
therefore, always fubit to the enemy. ‘Though 
{fatished with the government under which they live, 
they are lefs attached to its glory thanto their own 
riches. 

THe example of the firft colonifts, whofe perfe- 
verance could not be fhaken by the moft vigorous 

} attacks, 
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B Be K attacks, does not affect the truth of this obferva- 

we ticon. The object of the war was then the acqui- 
fition of territory, and the expulfion of the inhabi- 
tants; at prefent, a war waged againit a colony, is 
directed only againtt the fovereign of it. 

‘THe plan of attacking Martinico was laid by 
Mr. Pitt, though he was not in the miniftry when 
it was fubdued. The refignation of this great 
man drew the attention of Europe, and deferves 
to be confidered by every one, who tinveftigates 
the caufes and effects of political revolutions. An 
hiftorian, who ventures to write the tranfactions of 
his own age, hath feldom, it muft be granted, 
fufficient lights to guide him. The councils of 
kings are fo fecret, that time alone can gradually 
withdraw the veil that furrounds them. ‘Their 
minifters, faithful depofitaries of the fecrets they 
have been intrufted with, or interefted to conceal 
them, explain themfelves no further than is fuf. 
cient to miflead the curious inquirer, who wifhes 
to difcover them. Whatever penetration he may 
poffefs, in tracing the fource and connection of 
events, he is at laft reduced to conjecture. If his 
conjeétures happen to be juft, ftill he is ignorant 
that they are fo, or cannot depend upon them, 
and this uncertainty is fczrcely more fatisfactory 
than a total ignorance. Hie muft, therefore, wait 
till prudence and intereft, freed from the reflraint 
of filence, fhall unfold the truth; in a word, till 
fome valuable and original records be produced 


for public infpection, wherein the latent {fprings 
on 
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on which the deftiny of nations has depended, ® was K 
fhall be difcovered. S 
Taerese reflections fhould fufpend the inquiries 
of the man who wants only to attend to the pro- 
grefs of political intrigues. But we are defirous of 
penetrating into the Toul of one of the greateft 
men of his age, and, perhaps, we can never do 
it with greater propriety, The moft conipicuous 
actions only of a man’s life are tranímitted to pof- 
terity, which will, therefore, be deprived ofa va- 
riety of fimple and artleís details, that enlighten 
the mind of an obierver, who lived at the time 
they happened. 
Mr. Pitt, after having, refcued England from 
the kind of difgrace it had been expofed to in the 
beginning of the war, arrived to a height of fuc- 
cefs that aftonifhed all the world. Whether he 
forefaw this, or not, he did not feem to be embar- 
rafied with it, and refolved to carry it as far as he 
could. “The moderation which {ío many ftate{men 
had affected before him, feemed to him to be only 
a pretence to conceal their weaknefs or their indo- 
jence. Efe thought that all ftates fhould exert 
their power to the utmoft, and that tnere was no 
inftance of one-nation being able to become tupe- 
rior to another and nor effecting it. The parallel 
that he drew between England and France con- 
firmed him in his opinion. He perceived with 
uneafinefs that the power of England founded 
upon a trade, which fhe might and would lofe, 
was very inconfiderable, when compared with that 


of 
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B "D K of her rival; which nature, art, and particular 
v cirumítances had raifed to fuch a degree of 


ftreneth, uncer favourable admiunittrations, as had 
made all Europe tremble. Senfible of this trurh, 
he, therefore, determined to deprive France of 
her colonics, and by confining her to the conti- 
nent, diminifh her importance, and reduce her tro 
the ftandard of other nations. 

Tare means neceflary to complete this project 
which was fo far advanced, appeared to him ab- 
folutely certain. While the imagination of weak 
minds took fhadows for realities, the greateft dif- 
ficulties appeared trivigl to him. Though the 
nation, of which. he was the idol, was fometimes 
alarmed at his vat and uncommon enterprifes, he 
was notin the leat difquieted about them, be- 
caufe, in his eyes, the multitude was like a tor- 
rent, whofe courfe he knew how to direét which 
way he would. 

PERFECTLY indifferent with regard to fortune, he 
was {till more fo with regard to power. His fuc- 
celles had made his adminiftration abfolute. With 
the people he was a republican, with the nobles 
and the fovereign he was a defpotic minifter. To 
think differently from him was a mark of being 
an enemy to the common aute. 

He availed himfelf of the fuperiority he had 
gained, in order to excite the ardour of the peo- 
ple. Tittle influenced by that fpecies of philofo- 
phy, which, divefling itfelf of the prejudices of 
national glory, to extend its views to the welfare of 

all 








IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 365 
all mankind, tries every thing by the principles of 509K 
univerfal reafon ; he kept up a violent and favaye ———~ 
{pirit of enthufiafm, which he called, and, per- 
haps, believed, to be a love of his country ; but 
which was, in reality, nothing more than a ftrong 
averfion for the nation he wanted to opprefs. 

FRANCE was as much difcouraged by this fpirit 
of inveteracy, that conftantly purfued her, as by 
the diftreffes fhe had undergone. The diminu- 
tion, the exhaufted ftate, or, to fay the truth, the 
toral ruin of her naval powers, afforded hera dif- 
couraging profpect for the future. The expedcia- 
tion thata fortunate fuccefs by land might occa- 
fion a change in the face of affairs, was merely 
imaginary. If one of their {quadrons had deftroy- 
ed one or feveral of thofe of her rival, the Eng- 
lih would not have renounced any of their claims. 
This is one general rule; and another is, that 
whenever any power has acquired a very deter- 
mined fuperiority at fea, it can never lofe it in the 
courfe of the war; more particularly, if that fupe- 
riority can be traced from a diitant caufe, and 
efpecially if ic proceeds partly from the character 
of the nation. The fuperiority of one continent 
above another depends entirely on the abilities of 
a fingle man, and may be loit ina moment: on 
the contrary, fuperiority at fea, as it refults from 
the vigilance and interett of each individual in the 
{ftate, mult always increafe, particularly, when it 
is encouraged by national conftitutinn: a fudden 
invafioiu can only put a top to it. 
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B as K NorHinc but a general confederacy could have 

Ky reftored the balance of power; the impoffibility 
ef which Mr. Pitt plainly iaw. Hie knew the rce- 
{ftraints by which Holland was confined, the po- 
verty of Sweden and Denmark, the inexperience 
of the Ruffians, and the little regard that feveral 
of thefe powers paid to the interefts of France. 
Hie was contcious alfo of the terror which the Eng- 
lifh forces had fpread among them all, the miftruft 
they entertained of each other, and the apprehenfion 
that each of them muft have, that they fhould 
be diftrefled before they could receive affiftance. 


The affairs of Spain were particularly circum- 
itanced. The ravages that laid wafte the French 
colonies, and which every day increafed, might 
eafily extend to the fettlements of the Spaniards. 
Whether this kingdom was not, or would not be 
fenfible of the danger that threatened it, its ufual 
indolence accompanied it with regard to thefe great 
objects. At length, upon a change of miniíter, a 
new ivitem took place. Don Carlos endeavoured 
to extinguifh the flame; but it was too late. Hiis 
overtures were received with a contemptuous 
haughtiu:efs. Mr. Pitt, having deliberately confi- 
dered the extent of his power, anfwered every pro- 
pofition that was made, in tne following manner : 
I will liften to them, laid he, when you bave taken the 
Tower of London fword in band. This mode of ex- 
preffion might difguft, but it was impofing.- 

Sucu was the fituation of affairs, when the 


court of France thought herfelf obliged to make 
OvYcr- 
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overtures of peace to that of Great-Britain. Both ae SS 
courts were equally apprehenfive, and with good =~~ 
reafon, that Mr. Pitt would oppofe them. He 
confented to enter into a negociation; but the 
event fhewed, as fenfible politicians had conjec- 
tured, that his intention was not to continue it. 
His defign was only to furnifh himfelf with fuffi- 
cient proofs of the engagements that the twa 
branches of the houfe of Bourbon had entered into 
againít Great-Britain, and to lay them before his 
country. As foon as he had gained this intelli- 
gence, he broke off the negociation, and propofed 
declaring war again{t Spain. The fuperiorircy of 
the naval power of England above that of both 
thefe kingdoms, and the affurance he had that 
it would be infinitely better directed, infpired him 
with this confidence. 

Mr. Pitt’s fy{tem appeared to diftinguifhed poli- 
ticians, the only important, and indeed, the only 
reafonable one. The Englifh nation had contraét- 
ed fuch a load of debt, thart it could neither free 
itfelf from ir, nor fupporte it, without opening to 
infelf new fources of opulence. Europe, tired 
out with the grievances Great-Britain had made 
her fubmit to, waited impatiently for an opportu- 
nicy to difable her oppraffor from continuing them. 
The houfe of Bourbon could not but preferve a 
{trong refentmente for the injuries it had fuff-red, 
and for the loffes it had futtained ; it could not 
but make fecret preparations, and gradually work 
up a ipirit of revenge to which a combination of 

all 
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BOOK ail its forces might infure fuccefs. {1 hele motives 

———~ obliged Great-Britain, though a commercial pow- 
er, to aggrandize itfelf for its iupporr. This crucl 
neceffity was not fo fenfibly felt by the council of 
George the the IIId as Mr. Pice defired. Modera- 
tion appeared to hima work cf weaknefs or of in- 
fatuation, perhaps, of treachery 3; and he reigned 
his poft, becaufe he was not allowed to be the de- 
Clared enemy of Spain. 

May we venture to form a conjeéture ? The 
Englifh miniftry plainly faw that there was no 
poffibility of avoiding a freih war; but equally 
tired out and difgraced by the power Mr. Pitt had 
affumed, they were defirous of reftoring that fpiric of 
equality which is the ipring of a republican govern- 
ment. Defpairing of being able to raife themfelves 
upon a levei with a man {ío highly efteemed, or of 
making him {toop to them, they united their forces 
to effect his ruin. As open attacks would only have 
turned againit themfelves, they had recourte to 
more artful methods. They attempted to four his 
temper ; the natural fire of his charaéter laid him 
open to fuch a fnare, and he fell into it. If Mr. 
Pitt refined his poft through beevifhnefs, he de- 
ferves to be ceniured for not having fuppreflea or 
maftered it. If he hoped by this expedient to 
humble his enemies, he fhewed he had greater 
knowledge of affairs than of men. If, as he af- 
ferted, he refigned, becaufe he would no longer 
be refponfible for the meatures he did not guide; 
we may be allowed to think that he was more 

{trongly 
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itronely attached to his own perfonal glory, than Boo kK 


to the interefts of his country. But whatever may 


X o 


have been the caufe of his refignation, nothing but ~~ 


the blindeft, moft unjuft, and moft violent par- 
tiality can venture to affert, that his virtues and 
abilities were merely the effect of chance. 

But however this may be, the firft ftep the new 
miniftry took was conformable to the principles of 
Mir. Pitt ; and this was a kind of homage they 
were compelled to pay him. It was thought ne- 
ceflary to declare war againít Spain, and the Weft 
Indies were to be the fcene of thefe new hoftili- 
ties. Experience had already difcouraged them 
from making any attempts on the continent of 
America, and all their views were turned towards 
Cuba. Men of fenfe and underftanding perceived 
that the taking of this ifland would not be at- 
tended with any apprehenfion of vengeance from 
the other colonies, that the empire of the gulph 
of Mexico would be fecured; that the enemy, 
whofe riches arofe principally from the amount of its 
cuftoms, would be deprived of all their refcurces 5 
that the whole commerce of the continent would 
be feized upon, anc. the inhabitants would chufe 
rather to deliver up their riches to the conqueror 
ef their country, chan te give up thofe commodi- 
tes they had been ufed to receive from Europe 5 
ita word, that the power of Spain would be fo 
much reduced by this confiderable lofs, that ıt 
would be obliged to fubmiut to any terms. 
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AGREEABLE to this idea, a fleet, confíting of 
nineteen fhips of the line, eighteen frigates, and 


—~ about a hundred and Afty traniports, with ro,cco 


troops on board, which were to be joined by 4000 
more from North America, fet fail for the Havan- 
nah. ‘Yo arrive at this formidable place, ir was 
determined to pafs through the old ftreight of Ba- 
hama, not fo long in extent, though more dange- 
rous than the new one. The obftacles that were 
to be expected in this pafflage little known, and 
too little attended to, were fuccefsfully furmount- 
ed in a manner worthy the reputation that Admi- 
ral Pocock had acquired. On the 6th of July he 
arrived at the place of his deftination; and the 
landing of the troops was effected without any op- 
pofition, at the diftance of fix leagues eaftward of 

thofe dreadful fortifications that were to be taken. 
THE operations by land, were not fo well con- 
ducted as thofe by fea. If Albemarle, who had 
the command of the army, had been a man of 
abilities, equal to the commiffion he was intrufted 
with, he would have begun his attack by the city. 
The fangle dry wall that covered it, could not 
have held out four and twenty hours. It is 
probable, that the generals. the council, and the 
regency, who mutt infallibry have fallen into his 
hands by this fuccefs which might fo eafily have. 

been obtained, would have refolved to capitular 
for the Moro. At all events, he would thus hav: 
prevented the fort from receiving any affiftance or 
provifions that were fupplied from the city during 
the 
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ihe fiege, and have fecured the moft likely meansB OOK 
to reduce it in a very fhort time. X. 

THe plan he purfued of beginning his opera- ~~~’ 
t10ns by the attack of the Moro, expofed him to 
great diftrefles. The water that was near him was 
unwholefome, and he found himfelf under a ne- 
ceffity of procuring fome at three leagues diftance 
from his camp. As the floops that were fent for 
this purpoie might be attacked, it was thought 
neceflary to poft a body of fifteen hundred men 
on the eminence of Aroftigny, ata quarter of a 
jeague’s diftance from the town, in order to pro- 
tect them. This body of troops entirely detached 
from the army, and which could not be withdrawn 
or fupported but by fea, was perpetually in danger 
of being cut off. | 

ALBEMARLE, who might have judged of the 
difpofition of the enemy from their not moletting 
the troops pofted at Aroftigny, fhould have placed 
another body of men upon the public road leading: 
to the city. By this {tep he would have been able 
almoft to furround it; he would moft undoubtedly 
have diftreffed it by famine, prevented all removal 
of the effects intc. the country, and opened a lefs 
dangerous communication with Aroftigny, than 
by the detachments fr was conftantly obliged to 
fend, in order to fupport this advanced body of 

oops. 

Tue Gege of the Moro was carried on without 
wpening the trenches. The foldiers advanced to- 
wards the ditch, and were covered only with bar- 
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Boo Krels of flints, which were, at length, exchanged 


X o 


for facks of cotton, that were taken out of tomé 


w— merchant fhips arrived from Jamaica. This want 


of forefight occafior.ed the lofs of a great number 
of men, always of great value, but more efpe- 
cially _fo in a climate, where difeafes and fatigues 
caufe fo great aconfumption of them. 

Tue Eneglith general, having loft a great part 
of his army, and finding the neceffity, for want 
of troops, of reimbarking in a few days, deter- 
mined to attempt {torming the caftle ; but a large 
and deep ditch cut in the rock was firft to be 
paffled, and no preparations had been made to 
fill it up. 

Ir the faults of the Englifh were very confider- 
able, thofe of the Spaniards were ftill greater. 
Though apprized above a month before that war 
had commenced between the two nations, they 
were not rouzed from their lethargy. The enemy 
was already upon their coafts, and they had made 
no provifions of balls of a proper fize for their 
cannons, nor of cartridges; neither had they one 
fingle gun, or even a firelock fit to make ule of. 

THE great number of officer of the land and 
fea fervice who were at the Flavannah, occaftoned, 
during fome days of the fiea=-, a great uncertainty 
in the refolutions that could not but be favourablo 
to the befiegers. 

THREE fhips of war were funk, to ftop up the 
entrance into the port, which the enemy coultl 
not país. The road into the harbour was by this 


means 
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wens damaged, and three great fhips loft to noBOOK 
purpofe. — X. 
THE moft common prudence would have fug- nrm 
gelted that the twelve men of war that were at the 
fFlavannah fhould have been got ready to fail. 
‘They could not poffibly be of any fervice in de- 
fending the place, and it was a. matter of fome 
coniequence to fave them. But this was neglected. 
Weither did the precaution occur of fetting them 
on fire, although this was the only way left to 
prevent them from falling into the hands of the 
enemy. 
Tue deftruction of the body of Englih troops 
potted at Aroftigny, where they could not receive 
any affiftance, might have been eafily effeéted. 
This check would have put the befiegers to fome 
difficulty in procuring water, would have deprived 
them of men, intimidated them, retarded their 
Operations, and infpired the Spanith forces 
with fome degree of confidence. But far from 
making fo eaiy an attempt, they did not attack, 
even in the open part of the country, any of the 
Ienglifh d@etachmsnts, though compofed entirely 
of infantry, and which might have been oppofed 
by a regiment of dragoons and a great number of 
militia that were provic:ed with horfes. 
THE communication of the city with the in- 
cernal parts of the country was fcarce ever inter- 
rupted, and yet none of thefe who had a thare in 
the adminiftration, ever thought of conveying the 
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Boo Kroyal treafure into the inland parts, to prevent its 
x. falling into the hands of the enemy. 

— Tae laft inftance of neglect ferved to complete 
the whole. In the middle of the ditch had been 
left a piece of a rock terminating in a point, and 
ftanding by itfelf. The Englifh placed upon this 
a few tottering planks, which reached from the 
breach to the counterfcarp. A ferjeant, with fif- 

teen men, pafled over them at one in the after- 

noon; and concealed themfelves among fome 
ftones that had fallen down. They were followed 
by a company of grenadiers, and fome foldiers. 

When they had colleéted about a hundred men, in 

the fpace of an hour they got upon the breach, 

under no apprehenfion of being difcovered, and 
found no men placed there to defend it. Velafco, 
indeed, informed of what had happened, haftened 
to fave the place; but he was killed in coming 
up, and his death putting the Spanith troops that 
followed him into confufion, they furrendered ta 
a handful of men. The negle¢t of placing a cen- 
tinel to obferve the motions of the enemy lodged 
upon the ditch, occafioned this event. A few days 
after, a capitulation was ente ed into, for the 
city, for all the places of the colony, and for the 
whole ifland. Independen of the great impor- 
tance of this victory in itfelf, the conquerars found 

in the Hiavannah abour. forty-five millions* o 

filver, and other valuable effeéts, which fully in- 

deminifie 
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Jemniñed them for the expences of the expe-BOOK 


dition. x. 
‘fre lofs of Cuba, the center of the power areal 

Spain in the new world, made peace as neceflary tages pro- 

to the court of Madrid, as it could poffibly be to roma Bri- 

that of Verfailles, whofe diftrefles were now tina: ‘any 

brought to the higheft pitch. The Englifh mi- the peace. 

niftry, at that time, confented to a peace , but it 

feemed a matter of much difficulty to fettle the 

conditions. The fucceffes of Great Britain had 

been aftonifhing in North and South America.. 

But, however ambitious fhe might be, fhe could 

not flatter herielf with the hopes of retaining all 

the conquefts fhe had made. It was reafonable to 

{fuppoie that fhe would give up the poficffions fhe 

had gained in North America, as the advantages 

fhe might expeét from them were diftant, incon- 

Gderable and uncertain; and that fhe would be 

content with referving to herfelf the fugar colonies 

fhe had lately acquired, which the ftate of her fi- 

nances feemed morc particularly to require. The 

increafe of her cuftoms, that was a neceflary con- 

fequence of Tuch a fyitem, would have procured 

her the beit fink,ng@ fund that could have been 

imagined, and which muft have been fo much the 

more agreeable to tiie mation, as it would have 

ween obtained at the expence of the French. This 

advantage would have been attended with three 

others very confideravle. It would, in the firft 

piace, have deprived a rival power, and formidable 

notwithitanding the faults ic had committed, of 
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Boo Kits richeft branch of trade. Secondly, it would 


have contributed to weaken it, from its being 


aie under a neceffity of defending Canada; a colony, 


which, from the nature of its fituation, muft be 
detrimental to a nation that had long neglected 
its navy. Laftly, it would have kept New 
England in a clofer and more abfolute dependence 
on the mother country, a part of America that 
would always want to be fupported againít a reft- 
lefs, active and warlike neighbour. 

Bur though the council of George the Illd 
fhould have thought it necefiary to reftore to their 
enemies a bad country of che continent, and to 
referve the valuable iflands, yet they would not, 
perhaps, have ventured to adopt fo judicious a 
meafure. In other countries the faults of the 
minifters are imputed only to themfclves, or to 
their kings, who punifh them for their mifcon- 
duct. In England, the errors of adminittration 
are generally the errors of the nation, who infitt 
upon obedience to their will, though guided by 
caprice. 

Tue Englifh, who have complained of the 
terms of the lait peace, when they have been 
fhewn how far fhort they fell os the advantages 
they expected from them, bad, however in fome 
mieafure, diétated thofe very terms themfelves bý 
the tenor of their complaint, either previous toy 
or during the war. The Canadians had committed 
fome outrages, and the favages many acts of cruelty 
in the Englifh colonies. The peaceable inhabi- 

tants, 
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tants, terrified at the diftreffes they fuffered, andpBooK 
more fo at thofe they feared, had caufed their x. 
clamours to be heard even in Europe. Ther =r 
correfpondents, interef{ted to obtain them a fpeedy 

and powerful redrefs, had aggravated their com- 

plaints. Thofe writers, who eagerly lay hold of 

every circumftance, that can render the French 

odious, had loaded them with every fpecies of in- 
veétive. The people, exafperated by the report 

of the fhocking fcenes that were perpetually pre- 

fented to its imagination, wifhed to fee a ftop put 

to thefe barbarities. : 

On the other hand, the inhabitants of the fugar 
colonies, fatishied with the carrying on of their 
own commerce and gaining a part of that of their 
enemies; were very quiet. Far from wifhing the 
conqueft of their neighbours fettlements, they 
rather dreaded it, confidering it as dettructive to 
themftlves, though advantageous to the nation. 
The lands of the French are fo much fuperior to 
thofe of the Englifh, that no competition could 
poffibly have taken place. Their allies were of the 
fame opinion, and followed the example of their 
moderation. 

Tue contequence of fo contrary a plan of con- 
duét was, that the nat on was extremely indifferent 
about the fugar colonies, but very anxious to ac- 
guire what they wanted in North America. The 
miniftry, which, in England, can never fupport 
its authority againft the people, or, at leaft, cannot 


Jong imaintain itfelf fuccefsfully again{ft its ge- 
neral 
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B O O K Neral odium, turned all their views to this object, 
x. and found France and Spain readily difpofed to 
“——v-—— adopt fuch a fy{tem. “The courts of Madrid and 
France gave up to the Englifh all their former 
poffeffions, from the river of St. Lawrence up to 
the Mififippi. Befides this, France ceded the 
iflands of Granada and Tobago, and confented 
that the Eneglifh fhould keep the iflands of Strt. 
Vincent and Dominica, that had been confidered 
as neutral, provided that, on her part, fhe might 
appropriate Sts Lucia to herfelf. On thefe con- 
ditions, the conquerors reftored to the allied 
powers all the conquetts they had made in A- 

merica. ) | 
From this time England loft the opportunity, 
which, perhaps, may never return, of feizing 
all the avenues and making itfelf mafter of the 
fources of all the wealth of the new world. Mexi- 
cO was in its power, as the Englifh only were in 
pofieffion of the gulph that opens the way to it. 
This valuable continent muft, therefore, foon have 
become their property. It might have been al- 
lured, either by the offers of an eafier govern- 
ment, or by the flattering hoped‘of liberty: the 
Spaniards might have been inwted to fhake off 
the yoke of the mother country, which only took 
up arms to diftrefs its colemies, and not to prote@ 
them ; or the Indians might.iiave been tempted tp 
break the chains that enflavxd them to an arbi- 
trary government. The whole face of America 
might, perhaps, have been entirely changed, and 
the 





IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 379 


the Englifh more tree and more equitable thang ook 
other monarchical powers, could not but be bene- x 
üted by reftuing the human race from the op- >` m~n > 
preffions they fulfered in the new world, and by 
removing the injuries this oppreffion has occafioned 

to Europe in particular. 

ALL thote tubdjeéts, who are victims of the íe- 
verity, exactions, oppreffion and deceit of arbitrary 
governments ; all thole families that are ruined by 
the raifing of foldiers, by the ravages of armies, 
by the loans fer carrying on war, and by the in- 
tractions of peace; all men born to think and 
live as men, inftead of obeying and becoming 
fubject like brutes, would have gladly taken rce- 
fuge in thote countries. Thefe, as well as a mul- 
titude of workmen, without employment; oct 
huf{bandmen without land; of men of fcience 
without any occupation; and numbers of dittreffed 
and unfortunate perfons, would have fled into 
thefe regions, which require only juft and civilized 
inhabitants, to render them happy. Above all, the 
peafants of the north, flaves to the nobility wha 
trample upon them, would certatnly have been 
invited there: thote Ruffian peafants, who are 
employed as executioners to torture the human 
race, inftead of cultivating and fertilizing the 
earth. Numbers of them would certainly have 
been loft in thefetrar migrations through extenfive 
ieas, into new climates ; but this would have been 
an infinitely lefs evil than that of a tyranny, work- 
ing by flow and artful means, and facrificing fo 

Many 
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BOO Kmany people to the wills of a fmall number of 
> men. In a word, the Englifh would be much 
——-— more glorioufly employed in fupporting and fa- 
vouring fo happy a revolution, than in tormenting 
themfelves in defence of a liberty, that excites the 
envy of all kings, and which they endeavour by 

every method to undermine and dettroy. 

Tuts is a with which, though founded on juftice 
and humanity, is yet, alas! vain in itfelf, as it 
leaves nothing but regret in the mind of him that 
formed it. Muft then the defires of the virtuous 
man for the profperity of the world, be for ever 
loft, while thofe of the ambitious and extravagant 
are fo often favoured by cafual events? 

SInNcE war has been the caufe of fo much evil, 
why does it not run through every {fpecies of ca- 
lamity that it may, at length, tend to procure 
fome good. But what has been the confequence 
of the laft war, one of thofe that has been the 
moft diftrefsful to the human race? It has occa- 
fioned ravages in the four quarters of the globe; 
and has coft Europe alone above a million of its 
inhabitants. TFhofe who were nat its victims, are 
now diftreffled by it, and their ;:ofterity will long 
be oppreffed under the weight of the enormous 
taxes it has given rife to. The nation, whom 
victory attended in all parts, (ill feels the wounds 
by which its triumphs wererobtained. Its public 
debt, which, at.the beginning of the war, did 
not exceed 1,6f°7,087,060 livres*, arofe, at the 

con- 
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conclufion of the peace, to 3,330,000,000 livres*, BOOK 


for which it muft pay an intereft of 111,577,490 
livres +. 

Bur it is time to quit the fubjeét of war. Let 
us now proceed to confider by what means the na- 
tions, who have divided the great Archipelago of 
America, that has been the origin of fo many 
quarrels and negociations, and has given rife to fo 
many refleétions, have been able to raile it toa 
degree of opulence, that may, without exagge- 
ration, be confidered as the firft caufe of all the 
great events that at prefent difturb the peace of the 
globe. 


® 145»687.,500l. 
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The Europeans go into Africa to purchafe fiaves to 
cultivate the Caribbee tlands. T be manner of corz- 
dufting this Jpecies of commerce. Produce arifing 
from the labour of the flaves. 


C ERTAIN reftlefs fugitives, the greateft 
part of whom had either been difgraced by the 
laws of their country, or ruined by their exceflies , 
in this ftate of defperation, formed adefign of at- 
tacking Spanifh or Portuguefe fhips that were rich- 
ly laden with the fpoils of the new world. Some 
defert iflands, whofe fituation mfured fuccefs to 
thefe piracies, ferved at farft for“ ‘a place of rendez: 

vous to thefe robbers, and foon became their coun- 
try. Etabituated to murder. they meditated the 
maffacre of a plain and unfaípećting people, who 
had received and treated them with humanity ; and 
the civilized nations, of which thefe Buccaneers 


were the refufe, adopted this infamous {cheme 
without 
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without hefitation ; which was immediately put ing oor 
execution. It then became neceffary to confider XI. 
what advantages might accrue from fo many enor- ——— 
mities. Gold and failver, which were ftill looked 

upon as the fole valuable productions to be deriv- 

ed from America, had either never exifted in fe- 

veral of thefe new acquifitions, or were no longer 

to be found there in fufficient quantities to expeét 

any confiderable emoluments from working the 
mines. Certain fpeculative men, lefs blinded by 

their prejudices than the multitude generally are, 
imagined, that a foil and ciimate, fo totally diffe- 

rent from ours, might either furnifh us with com- 
modities to which we were ftrangers, or which we 

were obliged to purchafe at an exorbitant price: 

they, therefore, determined to apply themfelves to ` 
the culture of them. There were iome obftacles, 
apparently infurmountable to the execution of this 

plan. The ancient inhabitants of the country were 

now entirely deftroyed, and had they not been fo, 

the weaknefs of their conftitutions, their habit of 

cafe and indolence and their invincible averfion 

from labour, world fcarcely have rendered them 

fit inftruments to execute the defigns of their op- 
prefiors. hefe barbarians too, born in a temperate 
clime, could not fupport laborious works of agri- 
culture under a burnaring and unwholefome fíky. 
elf-intereft, ever fruitful in expedients, devifed 

the plan of feeking cultivators in Africa, a coun- 

try in which the abominable and inhuman cuftom 

of felling its inhabitants hath ever prevailed. 


AFRICA 
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BOOK AFRICA is an immenfe region, connected to Afia 
XI. only by a narrow neck of land of twenty leagues, 
her aS called the ifthmus of Suez. This natural and po- 
peans go litical boundary, muft fooner or later be broken 
a down by the ocean, from that tendency it is ob- 
coc aea ferved to have of forming gulphs and ftraits eatt- 
tors. ward. This great peninfula, cut by the equator 
into two unequal parts, forms an irregular tri- 
angle, one of whofe fides fronts the eaft, the other 

the north, and the third the weft. 
Opinions Tuer eaftern fide, which extends from Suez as 
che enfern far as the Cape of Good Hope, is wafhed by the 
pene Red Sea and the ocean. ‘The interior parts of the 
country are but little known, and what has been 
difcovered of them, can neither excite the merce- 
nary views of the trader, the curiofity of the tra- 
veller, nor the humanity of the philofopher. Even 
the miffionaries, after having made fome progrefs 
in thefe countries, efpecially in Abyffinia, totally 
difcouraged by the treatment they met with, have 
abandoned thefe people to their inconftancy and 
perfidy. The coafts are in general only dreadful 
rocks, or a waite of dry and burning fand. Thofe 
portions, which are fit for cult. vation, are par- 
celled out among the natives of the country, the 
Arabs, the Portuguefe and the Dutch. Their 
commerce, which confifts only in a little ivory or 
gold, and fome flaves, is conneéted with that of 


Opinions the Eaft-Indies. 

concernine® . 

the nor- Tse northern fide, which extends from the 
thern coatt 


ef Africa. Hthmus of Suez to the ftraits of Gibraltar, is 
bounded 
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bounded by the Mediterranean. On this fide, B OO ® 


fine hundred leagues of coaft are occupied by E- —~~—~ 
gypt,. and by the country, which has for feveral 
Centuries been known by the name of Barbary. 
Eocypr, which was the nurfery of arts and fci- 
ences, of commerce and government, offers no- 
thing that can recall to the remembrance of the 
learned the idea of its former greatnefs. Bending 
under the yoke of defpotifm, which the ignorance 
and fuperftition of the Turks have impofed on 
her, the fole intercourfe fhe feems to have with 
foreign nations by the ports of Damietta and of 
Alexandria, ferves only to render them witneffes 
of her total declenfion and ruin. | 
Tue fate of ancient Lybia, now Barbary, is no 
lefs wonderful. The early periods of this exten- 
five country are involved in the greateft ob{curity 5 
nor was any light thrown upon their hiftory till 
the arrival of the Carthaginians. Thefe mer- 
chants, originally of Phoenician extraction, about 
a hundred and thirty-feven years before the foun- 
dation of Rome, built a city, whofe terricory, at 
írt, very limited, in procefs of time, extended 
to all that coumry, Known by the name of the 
kingdom of Tunis, and afterwards much further. 
Spain, and the greateit part of the iflands in the 
Mediterranean, tell under its dominion. Many 
other kingdoms muft apparently have ferved to 
bograndize this ormous power, when her ambi- 
tious views interfered with thofe of Rome. At 
the time of this dreadful collifion, a war between 


VoL. III. G € thefe 
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thefe two nations was inftantly kindled, and carried 
on with fuch obftinacy and fury, that it was eafy 
to toreiee it would not terminate, but in the utter 
deitruction of the one or the other. Rome, 
which was now in the height of its republican and 
patriotic principles, after many ftubborn engage- 
ments in-which the greateft military fíkill was dif- 
played, obtained a decifive fuperiority over that 
which was corrupted by its riches. The commer- 
cial people became the faves of the warlike 
power. 


THE conquerors maintained themfelves in the 
pofleMon of their conquefts, till about the middle 
of the Vth century. The Vandals, then hurried 
on by their original impetuofity beyond the limits 
of Spain, of which they were matters, paffed the 
pillars of Hercules, and, like an inundation, dif- 
fufed themfelves over the country of Lybia. Thefe 
barbarians would certainly have preferved the ad- 
vantages they had acquired by their irruptions, if 
they had kept up that military fpirit which their 
king Generic had inipired then with But with this 
barbarian, who was not deftitwre of genius, this 
fpirit became extinct; military difcipline was re- 
laxed, and the government wnrnich refted only on 
this bafis, was overthrown.  Belifarius furprifed 
thefe people in this confyfion, extirpated them, 
and re-eftablifhed the empire in its ancient 
privileges. But this revolution was only momen- 
tary. Great men, who can form nd bring to ma- 

turity 
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turity a rifing nation, Cannot impart youth and vi- B 7 a 
gour to an ancient and decayed people. k ieeninnall 

In the Vlith century, the Saracens, formidable 
by their inftitutions and their fuccefs, armed with 
the fword and with the coran, obliged the Ro- 
mans, weakened by their divifions, to repafs the 
feas, and augmented with the acceffion of the 
northern part of Africa, that vaft dominion Mo- 
hammed had juft founded with fo much glory, 
The lieutenants of the Caliphs afterwards deprived 
their mafters of thefe rich fpoils, and ereéted the 
provinces intrufted to their care, into independent 
{tates. 

Sucs was the ftate of affairs at the beginning of 
the XVIth century, when the Mohammedans of 
Algiers, who were afraid of falling under the yoke 
of Spain, invited the Turks to their affiftance. 
The Porte fent Barbaroffla, who at firft protected, 
but in the end enflaved them. The Baffas, who fuc- 
ceeded him, and were the governors of Tunis and 
Tripoli, cities that were both equally conquered 
and oppreffed exercifed a tyranny, which very 
fortunately was c cried to fuch a height, that from 
its excefs it muft hecefflarily terminate in its own 
deftruétion ; and he fame violent meafures that 
fupported it, were exerted in delivering the people 
from it. One circumftance, however, is worthy 
of obfervation thac the three ftates adopted the 
fame kind of povernment, which is a {fpecies of 
arif{tocracy. The chief, who under the title of Dey, 
governs the republic, is elected by the foldiers, 

~~ € @ who 














388 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 


= T K who are always Turkifh, and conftitute the only 

Scie aal nobility of the country. T heile eleétions are fel- 
dom made without bloodfhed, and it is no unu- 
fual ching for a man, who has been eleéted in the 
midit of riot and flaughter, to be afterwards affaf- 
finated by a reftleis faction, who defign either to 
fecure that diftinétion for themfelves, or to fell it 
for their advancement. The empire of Morocco, 
which has fucceffively fwallowed up the kingdoms 
of Fez, of Tafiler, and of Sus, becaufe it is he- 
reditary in a national family, is, however, fubject- 
ed tothe fame revolutions. T he atrocious difpofi- 
tions of the princes and the people are the pri- 
mary caule of this inftability. 

THE interior parts of Barbary are full of Arabs, 
who are what men in the primitive ages muft have 
been, fhepherds in a wandering and unfettled 
{tate. Cuftoms, which are difguftful to our effe- 
minate manners, are confidered by them as grear, 
or {fimple as nature By which they are dictated. 
When the moft illuftrious among the Arabians in- 
tend to receive a ftrange: wit? marks of diftinc- 
tion, they go themfelves in feare i. of the choiceft 
lamb of their flocks, flay it witi their own hands, 
and like the patriarchs of Mote , or the heroes of 
Homer, cut it in pieces, while their wives are 
occupied in the other preparations of the feaft. 
The children of the moft diftingu) ed men among 
them, even of Scheiks and Emirs. tend the fami- 
ly flocks. The girls and boys hav2 no other em- 
ployment during their tender years 

THESE 
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THESE are not the happy manners of thofe who BO °K 


XI. 


live in towns or inhabit the fea-fhore. Equally —~Y-—~ 


averte from the toils of agriculture and from the 
more fedentary arts, they are become pirates. At 
firít, they contented themfelves with ravaging the 
vatt and fertile plains of Spain. ‘They furprifed 
the indolent inhabitants of the rich countries of 
Valencia, Granada and Andalufia, while they were 
afleep, and carried them off for flaves. After- 
wards, difdaining the booty they acquired from 
countries they had formerly cultivated, they built 
large veffels, and infulted the flags of all nations. 
Thete naval equipments, which were gradually 
improved into little fquadrons, received an an- 
nual accefflion, by means of the avarice of great 
numbers of chriftians, who furnifhed the people 
of Barbary with materials for their armaments, who 
inrere{ted rhemfelves in their cruifes, and who fome- 
times even ventured to direct their operations. 
Thefe pirates have reduced the greateft powers of 
Fiurope to the difgrace of making them annual 
preients, which, under whatever name they are 
diíguiíed, are in reality a tribute. They have 
fometimes been jwunifhed and humbled ; but their 

piunders have never been totally fuppreffed. 
CHarres the vrin, though always bufy in 
exciting commotions during the age in which 
he lived; weuld tometimes penetrate intro fu- 
turity by tha forefight which atones, in fome 
degree, for the;faults of a turbulesmt fpirit, and faw 
what the pe ple of Barbary might one day be- 
C ¢ 3 come. 
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BOOK come. Difdaining to enter into any kind of treaty 

XI. : 

u With them, he formed the generous plan of de- 
ítroying them. The rivalry of Francis the ıít 
made his projeét miícarry ; and fince his time hit- 
tory has had no opportunity of celebrating any 
prince for refuming the idea of fo glorious an en- 
terprife, the execution of which would, however, 
be attended with no ereat difficulty. 

THE inhabitants of Barbary groan under a yoke 
of which they are impatient. “The tyrant of Mo- 
rocco infolently fports with the liberties and lives 
of his fubjeéts. This defpotic fovereign, an ex- 
ecutioner in the ftricteft fenfe of the word, every 
day expofes on the walls of his palace, or his ca- 
pital, the heads of the innocent or the guilty 

whom he has flaughtered with his own hand. Al- 
giers, Tunis, and Tripoli, though exempt from 
alike ferocity, are, however, under a fevere fub- 
jection. Slaves to fifteen or twenry thoufand Turks, 
who have been chofen out from among the dregs 
of the Ottoman empire, they become in a variety 
of ways the victims of this brutal foldicry. An 
authority refting on fo unfteady a bafis, cannot 
poffibly be firmly eftablifhed, ani might be eafily 
fubverted. 

No foreign fuccour would retard its fall fora 
moment. The only power that might be fufpect- 
ed of wifhing its prefervation, na aely the Ot- 
toman empire, is not fo highly gratified with the 
vain title of prcteétor, which it cenfers on it, as 
to intereft itfelf warmly in their fa‘ety. All en- 

deavours 
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cieavours to excite the Turks to interfere, by fub- B o K 


miffions, which particular circumftances might, === 


probably, extort from thefe plunderers, would 
certainly be ineHectual. Their intrearies would 
not impart f{trength. For thefe two centuries pait, 
the Porte has no navy, and its military power is 
continually decaying. 

But to what people is referved the glory of 
breaking thote fetters which Africa is thus infenfibly 
preparing for us, and of removing thofe terrors, 
which are fo formidable to navigation ? No nation 
can attempt it alone; perhaps, if it did, the jea- 
loufy of the reft would throw fecret obftacles in 


its way. This muft, therefore, be the work of a 


general combination. All the maritime powers 
mult concur in the execution of a defign, in which 
all are equally interefted. Thefe ftates, which 
every thing invites to mutual alliance, to mutual 
good-will, to mutual defence, ought to be weary 
ot the calamities which they reciprocally bring 
upon each other. After having to frequently united 
for their mutual deftruction, let them at length 
take up arms fo heir pretervation. War for onces 
at leaft, will the become ufeful and juft. 

ONE may verture to afert, that fuch a war 
would be of no long continuance, if it were con- 
ducted with sill and unanimity. Each member 
of the cohted racy, attacking at the fame time the 
enemy it haq to reduce, would experience but a 
weak refiftanc , or, perhaps, none. The people 
of Barbary, eing thus fuddenly deprived of all 

Cc 4 power 
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BO a K power of defending themfelves, would undoubt- 
— A edly abandon their governors, and relinquifh the 


government by which they have been conftantly 
oppreffed. Perhaps this nobleft and greateit of 
enterprifes would coft Europe lefs blood and trea- 
fure, than the moft trivial of thofe quarrels with 
which it is continually agitated. 

No man would do the politicians who fhould 

form this plan the injuftice to fuppofe, that they, 
would confine their ambition to the filling up of 
roads, demolifhing of forts, and ravaging of 
coaíts. Such narraw notions would be inconfitt- 
ent with the prefent improvements of realon. 
‘The countries fubdued, would remain to the con- 
querors, and each of the allies would acquire pof- 
feMions, proportionate to the affiftance they had 
given to the common caule. Thefe conquefts 
would become fo much the more fecure, as the 
happinefs of the vanquifhed would be the confe- 
quence of them. This race of pirates, thefe fea 
monfters, would be changed into men by falutary 
laws, and examples of humanity. The progrets 
they would gradually make, by th: knowledge we 
fhould imparc ta them, would in time difpel that 
fanaticifm which ignorance and fery have kept 
up in their minds. Fhey woutg ever recollect 
with gratitude the memarable æn which had 
brought us to their fhores. 

We fhould no longer fee them leave a country 

uncultivated, which was formerly fo fertile. Corn 
and various fruits would foon cover this immenfe 


tract 
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tract of land. Thefe produétions would be bar- BOOK 


xI. 


tered for the works of our induitry and of our ma- =~ 


nufactures. European traders fettled in Africa, 
would become the faétors of this trade, which 
would prove of mutual advantage to both coun- 
tries. A communication io natural, between op- 
pofite coalts, and between people who have a ne- 
eeffary intercourfe with each other, would, as it 
were, extend the boundaries of the world. This 
new kind of conqueft which prefents itfelf to us, 
would amply compenfate for thofe, which during 
fo many centuries, have contributed to the diftrefs 
of mankind. 

Tue jealoufy of the great maritime powers, 
who have obftinately rejeéted all expedients to re- 
eftablifh tranquillity on our ieas, hath been the 
chief impediment to fo important a revolution. 
The hope of checking the induttry of every weak 
ítate, hath accuftomed them to wifh, that thefe 
piracies of Barbary fhould continue, and hath even 
induced them to encourage thefe plunders. This 
is an enormity the ignominy of which they would 
never have incugred, if their underftanding had 
equalled their mercenary views. All mations 
would certainly į pft from this happy change ; but 
the greateft adv ntages would infallibly redownd to 
rhe maritime ates, in proportion to their power. 
-Their fituaucn, the fafety of their navigation, 
the greatnefs of their capital, and various other 
means, would ecure them this fuperiority. They 
are conftantly omplaining of the fhackles which 

national 
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BO Of national envy, the folly of reftraints and prohibi- 

ws tions, and the confined idea of exclufive traffic 
have impofed upon their activity. The people 
gradually become as much {ftrangers to one another 
as they were in the barbarous ages. The void, 
which this want of communication neceffarily occa- 
fions, would be filled up, if Africa were brought 
to have wants and refourcesto fatisfy them. The 
{pirit of commerce wouid have a new career open- 
ed to its exertion. 

Fiowekver, if the reduction and fubjecétion of 
Barbary would not become a fource of happinefs 
for them as well as for ourfelves; if we are refolv- 
ed not to treat them as brethren; if we with not to 
confider them as our friends ; if we muft keep up 
and perpetuate flavery and poverty amongít thems; 
if fanatici{m can ftill renew thofe deteftable cru- 
fades, whick philofophy too late has configned to 
the indignation of all ages; if Africa muft at 
length become the fcene of our cruelties, as Afia 
and America have been, and ftill are; may the 
project which humanity hath now dictated to us, 
for the good of our fellow-cre aures, be buried 
in perpetual oblivion! Let us remain in our ports- 
Ic is indifferent, whether they pe Chriitians or 
Muffulmen who fuffer. Man isthe only objeét 
worthy to intereft man. 

Do we hope to accuftom the Afiicans to com- 
merce, by the flow and gentle expe tients of trea- 
ties, which mutt often be renewed, when they are 
obliged to be purchafed every time? To be affured 

of 
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of the contrary, it is only neceffary to take a tran- 
hent view of the prefent ftatre of the Europeans 
with regard to thefe people. 

Tue French have never trafficked with Mo- 
rocco, but have always been in a itate of war with 
it. The Enelifh, Dutch, and Swedes, difgufted by 
the repeated infults they have received, never ap- 
pear there but occafionally. “The whole com- 
merce is almoft entirely in the hands of Denmark, 
which hath committed the management of it to a 
company, formed upon a capital of five hundred 
fhares of ive hundred crowns each®*. It was eftablifh- 
ed in 1755, and itis to continue forty years. Itim- 
ports Englifh cloth, filver tiffues, and lks; fome li- 
nens, planks, iron, tar, and fulphur ; and brings in 
exchange, copper, gums, wool, wax, and leather. 
Theile exchanges are made at Sally, Tetuan, Mion- 
gador, Safia, and Santa-Cruz. One may judge of the 
extentof thiscommerce bythe prefitsof thecuf{toms 
farmed out, which they are for 256,000 livres. 

Tre trade of Algiers is not io confiderable- 
The Enghifh, Frenrh, and Jews of Leghorn, are 
rivals in it. TDi two frit fend in their own vel- 
fels, and the laft under a neutral flag, cloth, fpice, 
paper, hardware coffee, tugar, linens, aluni, in- 
digo, and coch heal; and receive in exchange, 
wool wax fes hers, leather, oil, and feveral goods 
arifing from cyuptures. The returns, though they 
amount to a fuyrch more than the out-goings, do 

not 
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BOOK not annually exceed a million of livres * France 

ŽŽ} has one half, and her rivals nearly divide the reft. 
is to- 


INDEPENDENT of this commerce, which 
tally carried on by the capital, there is fome traffic 
at Callua, Bona, and Collou, three other ports of 
the republic. This trade would have been ex- 
tended and improved, if it had not been fubjeét- 
ed to a monopoly and that too a foreign one. An- 
cient treaties, which have been generally obferved, 
have yielded this vaft coaft ro an exclufive com- 
pany eftablifhed at Marfeilles. Its capital is twelve 
hundred thoufand livres-++, and its annual traffic in 
merchandife, which may amount to eight or nine 
hundred thoutand =, employs thirty or forty fhips. 
It purchafes corn, wool, coral, and leather, with 
Ipecie. 

Tunis may receive two millions § in foreign 
merchandife, and fell its own for two millions five 
hundred thoufand livres |. The French engrofs 
two thirds of this traffic, and the Tufcans the reft. 
This commerce is fupported and carried on nearly 
in the fame manner as every traffic in other ftates 
of Barbary. 

Tse trade carried on at Tripolv is the leaft con- 
fiderable. The country is fo vweetched, that no- 
thing can be imported thither but fome hardware 
of little value. The exports of wopnl, fenna, afhes, 
wax, and pulfe, are fcarce wortly sastice. Buf 


though this coatt is of fmall adva rage to com- 
merce, 


=” 43,750l. t §2,5001. t About 37,cool. on an ave- 
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merce, by the little it can furnifh ; and though it ® 0.0 = 
is detrimental to it by the piracies that are exer- ———~ 
cifed there, the weftern coaft of Africa fully com- 
penfates thefe loffes by the benefits it procures to 

the American colonies. 

Tue coaft of this immenfe country extends Climatt of 
from the ftraits of Gibraltar to the Cape of Good coat of 
Fiope. All its inhabitants are black. The caufe sinning am 
of this fingularity has been the fubjeét of much in- pl pega 
quiry, which hath given rife to a variety of fy{tems. of Guinea. 
Some have abfurdly fuppofed, chat the negroes be- 
ing the defcendents of Cain, have had this mark 
of infamy ftamped upon them, as a punifhment 
for the fratricide of their anceftor. If it were fo, 
it muít be allowed, that his pofterity have made a 
fevere atonement for his crime ; and that the de- 
{cendents of the pacific Abel, have thoroughly 


avenged the blood of their innocent father. 


But waving the difcuMfion of fuch ridiculous 
fancies, let us inquire whetner it is poffible that 
the negroes fhould derive their colour from the 
Climate they inhah ? Some philofophers and emi- 
nent naturalifts ate of this opinion. “There are no 
negroes, fay they, but in the hotteft countries. 
Their colour be ames darker, the nearer they ap- 
proach to the equator. It becomes lighter or 
mere b johr -x the extremities of the torrid zone. 
The whole hu-‘nan tpecies in general contract white- 
nefs from the inow, and grow tanned inthe fun. 
Various fhades miuiy be obferved from white to 
black, and from black to white, marked out as 
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it were by the parallel degrees which cut the earth 
from the equator to the poles. If the zones, ima- 
gined by the inventors of the fphere, were repre- 
fented by real bands, one might perceive the jetty 
colour of the natives infenfibly decreafe to the riche 
and left as far as the two tropics; from thence the 
brown colour of the inhabitants grow paler and 
brighter to the polar circles, by fhades of white, 
becoming more and more brilliant. But it is 
fomewhat remarkable, that nature, which hath 
lavifhed the brightnefs of the moft beautiful co- 
lours on the fkin and plumage of animals, and on 
vegetables and metals, fhould, properly fpeaking, 
have left men without colour, fince black and 
white are nothing but the beginning and ab- 
fence of all colours. 

WHATEVER be the original and radical. caufe of 
that variety of complexion in the human {fpecies, 
it is agreed, that this complexion 1s owing toa ge- 
latinous fubftance that is lodged between the cu- 
ticle and the fkin. This fubftance is blackifh in 
negroes, brown in olive coloured or fwarthy peo- 
ple, white in Europeans, and di erfified with red- 
difh fpots in people who have extremely light or 
red hair. | 











ANATOMY hath difcovered, that:in negroes the 
fubitance of the brain is blackifh, tmat the pineal 
gland is entirely black, and their blood is of a 
much deeper red than that of white people. 
Their fkin is always hotter, and their pulfe quick- 
er. ‘The pafiions, therefore, of fear and love, are 
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ried to excefs among thefe people; and this is the B ae 
reafon why they are more effeminate, more indo- —,—~ 
lent, more weak, and unhappily more Ait for fla- 
very. Befides, their intellectual faculties being 
nearly exhaufted by the exceffes of fenfual plea- 
fures, they have neither memory nor underftanding 
to fupply by are the deficiency of their ftrength. 
Their hair, it is faid, is curled, becaufe, having 
to penetrate through a net-work of a more denfe 
and tenacious fubftance, it becomes twiited, and 
cannot be lengthened out. The fweat of the ne- 
groes diffufes a ftrong and difagreeable odour, be- 
cayfe it is impregnated with that thick and rancid 
greafe which hath been long lodged, and flowly 
oozes Out between the cuticle and the fkin. This 
fubftance is fo palpable, that one may diftinguifh 
in it with a microicope a fediment formed in little 
blackifh globules. Hience the peripiration of a ne- 
ero, when it is copious, tinges the linen cloth 
which wipes it of. One of the inconveniences of 
this black colour, an emblem of the night which 
confounds all obiects, is, that the negroes have 
been obliged, ir order to be known at a diftance, 
to flafh themicives, and mark their {kins with dif- 
ferent colours. This cuftom is general, efpecially 
among the war.ciering tribes of this people. As 
we find it, however, eftablifhed among the fava- 
ges of Tartary and Canada, it may be doubrful 
whether the practice does not rather arife from 
their roving way of life, than from the nature of 
their complexion. 
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BOOK Anaromy hath gone further, and difcovered 
w the origin of the blacknefs of negroes in the prin- 
ciples of generation. Nothing more it fhould 
feem would. be necefflary to prove, that negroes are 
a particular fpecies of men. For if any thing di- 
criminates the fpecies, or the claffies in each fpecies, 
it is certainly the difference of the femen. “Lhe 
colour of the negroes is, therefore, falfely fup. 
pofed to be owing to the climate, fince in Africa, 
under the fame parallels, the eaftern coaft has no 
megroes, and even produces white people; and 
that in America the heat of the fun, and nature of 
the foil have never produced any negroes. 
‘DHouGnHu it fhould be allowed, that the weftern 
coaít of Africa is the hotteft region of the whole 
globe, the only inference to be deduced from this, 
would be, that there are climates proper only ro 
certain fpecies, or certain fpecies adapted to parti- 
cular climates 3; but not that the difference of cli- 
mates could change the fame fpecies from white to 
black. The fun has not the power of altering 
and modifying the germina of r produétion. White 
people never become black in Africa, nor negroes 
white in America. An union, indeed, between 
the fexes of thefe two fpecies, produces the meftees, 
who partake equally of the colour features, and 
complexion of both. If man were oniginally white, 
it muít be fuppofed, that having been created 
nearer to the frigid than to the torrid zone, he 
peopled the earth fucceffively from the poles to the 
equator: while, on the contrary, the fertility of 
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the globe between the tropics, is a prefumption, S O D 
that it has been peopled from the equator to the ~~~, 
poles. 

Tue climate inhabited by the negroes, exhibits 
no palpable variations but fuch as may be occafi- 
oned by fands or moraffes. The almoft infuppor- 
table heat of their days, is fucceeded by very cool 
and refrefhing nights, with this difference only, 
that they are lefs fo in the rainy feafons than in 
the times of drought. ‘The dew, lefs profufe un- 
der a cloudy fky than under a ferené horizon, is 
undoubtedly the caufe of this Gingularity. 

From the frontiers of the empire of Morocco, Soil of 
as far as Senegal, the land is entirely barren. SPESE 
Some Arabs, the defcendents of thofe who con- 
quered Barbary, and fome Moors, the ancient in- 
habitants of the country, lead a miferable wander- 
ing life amidít thofe burning and dry fands, which 
are finally loft in the vaít folicudes of Sahara. 

Tur banks of the Niger, Gambia, and Sierra 
leona, and thofe of fome lefs confiderable rivers, 
which, flow in that long fpace that intervenes be- 
tween thefe princi; al rivers, exhibit proofs of the 
crreateft fertility. Maize grows there without 
much cultivation, as well as all the fruits that are 
natural to America: and the care of flocks conftti- 
tutes almoft the fole employment of the inhabi- 
tants. They are fond of mare’s milk, which is their 
principal nourifhment, and travel but little ; be. 
caufe thev have no wants to induce them to leave 
their coustry. 

Vor II. Dd Tus 
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B oe K Tue inhabitants of Cape Monte environed on 

w every fide by fands, form a nation entirely fepara- 
ted from the reft of Africa. In the rice of their 
marfhes confifts all their nourifhment and their fole 
riches. Of this they fell a {mall quantity to the 
Europeans, for which they receive in exchange 
brandy and hard-ware. 

From the Cape of Palmas tothe river Volta, 
the inhabitants are traders and hufbandmen. ‘They 
are hufbandmen, becaufe their land, though {ftony, 
abundantly requites the necefiary labour and ex- 
pence of clearing it. They are traders, becaufe 
they have behind them nations which furnifh them 
with gold, copper, ivory, and flaves ; and becaufe 
nothing ob{ftructs a continued communication be- 
tween the people of the country and thofe of the 
coait. It is the fole country in Africa, where, in 
a long f{fpace, there are no deferts or deep rivers to 
obftrucét the traveller, and where water and the 
means of fubfiflence may be found. 

BETWEEN the river of Volta and that of Cal- 
bary, the coaft is flat, fertile, fpopulous and culti- 
vated. The country which excends from Calbary 
to Gabon, is very different. Almoft totally co- 
vered with thick forefts, producing little fruit and 
no corn, it may be faid to be rather inhabited by 
wild beafts than by men. Though thé rains are there 
very frequent and copious, as they muft be under 
the Equator, the land is fo fandy, that immediate- 
ly after the fhowers are fallen, there remains not 
the leaft appearance of moifture. 
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To the fouth of the line, and as far as Zara, 
the coaft prefents an agreeable profpect. Low 
at its beginning, it gradually rites, and exhibits a 
ícene of cultivated fields, intermixed with woods, 
always verdant, and of meadows covered with 
palm-trees. 

From Zara to Coanza, and ftill further, the 
coaft is in general high and craggy. In the inte- 
rior parts of this country is an elevated plain, the 
foil of which is compofed of a large, thick and 
fertile fand. 

A little beyond Coanza a barren region intervenes, 
of above two hundred leagues in extent, which 
is terminated by the country of the Hottentots. 
In this long fpace, there are no inhabitants known 
except the Cimbebes, with whom no intercourfe is 
kept up. 

THE varieties, obfervable on the fhores of the 
weit of Africa, do not prevent them from enjoy- 
ing a very extraordinary, and, perhaps, a fingular 
advantage. On this immenfe coaft, thofe tremen- 
dous rocks are no where feen, which are fo alarm- 
ing to the navigator. The tea is univerfally calm, 
the wind regular, and the anchorage fecure. Se- 
veral excellent havens are here to be met with, 
where the mariner unmolefted may purfue the 
labours which the refitting of large fhips re- 
quire. 





Tue winds and currents, during fix months of 


the year, from April to November, have nearly 
the fame direétion. To the fouth of the line, the 
Dd a fouth- 
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BOOK fouth-eaft wind predominates, andthe direétion af 
Ws the currents is towards the north ; and to the north 
of the line, the eaft wind prevails, and the direc- 
tion of the currents is towards the north-eaft. Dur- 
ing the fix other months, ftorms, by intervals, 
change the direction of the wind, but it no longer 
blows with the fame violence: the {pring of the 
air feems to be relaxed. The caufe of this varia- 
tion appears to influence the direétion of the cur- 
rents: tothe north of the line, they tend to the 
fouth-weft, beyond the line to the fouth. 
ee VAGUE conjectures can only be formed with re- 
cy, wars, gard to every. thing which refpeéts the interior 
rension» parts of Africa; but it is a faét well authenti- 
prr a cated, that throughout the whole extent of the 
Guinea. coaít the government 1s arbitrary. Whether the 
defpotic fovereign afcends the throne by right of 
birth, or by election, the people have no other 
law but his will. 
But what will feem extraordinary to the inha- 
bitants of Europe, where the great number of he- 
reditary monarchies obitructs the tranquillity of 
elective governments, and the profperity of all free 
{tates, is, that in Africa, the countries which are 
leaft liable to revolutions, are thofe, which have 
preferved the right of electing their chiefs. This 
is ufually an old man, whofe wifdom is generally 
known. The manner, in which this choice is made, 
is very Gmple; but itis only fuited to very {mall 
{tates. In three days the people, by mutual con- 
fent, meet at the houfe of that citizen who appears 
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to them the moft proper perfon to be their fovereign. B ae 
lf the fuffrages are divided, he who has obtained PATEE 
the greateft number of them, names on the fourth 

day one of thofe who have had fewer voices than 

him felf. Every freeman hath aright to vote. There 

are even fome tribes where the women enjoy this 
privilege. 

SUCH 1s, excepting the hereditary kingdoms of 
Benin and Juda, the manner in which that little 
group of {tates that are to the north of the Line, is 
formed. To the fouth we meet with Mayumba and 
Cilongo, where chiefs are admitted aniong the mini- 
{ters of religion; and with the empires of Loango 
and Congo, where the crown is perpetual in the 
male line, by the female fide; that is, the eldeft 
fon of the king’s eldeft fifter inherits the throne, 
when it becomes vacant. IT hefe people believe, 
that a child is much more certainly the fon of his 
mother, than of the man whom fhe marries: they 
truit rather to the time of delivery which they fee, 
than to that of con¢eption, of which they are not 
w itneffes. 

THESE nattons live in a total ignorance of that 
art fo revered among us, under the name of poli- 
tics. They do not, however, neglect to obferve 
fome of its formalitiés. The cuftom of fending 
embames is familiar to them, whether to folicit aid 
apainft a powerful enemy, or to requel a media- 
tor in their differences, or to congratulate others 
upon their fucceffes, upon the birth of a child, or 
upon the falling of a fhower after a great drought. 
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B Ay K The envoy muft never ftay longer thana day at 
srs the place of his miffion; nor travel during the 
night in the ftates of a foreign prince. He is 
preceded by a drum, which announces from afar 
his dignity, and he is accompanied by five or fix 
friends. In thofe places, where he ftops to refrefh 
himfelf, he is received with refpeét ; but he can- 
not depart before the fun rifes, and without the 
ceremony of his hoft affembling fome perfons ta 
witnefs that no accident hath happened to him. In 
other ref{pects, thefe people are {trangers to any ne- 
eotiations that are in the leaft complicated. They 
never enter into any {ftipulations for the paft, nor for 
the future ; but confine themfelves wholly to the 
prefent. Hence we may conclude, that thefe nations 
cannot have regular or fettled connections with the 
other parts of the globe. 







Tueir fyftem of war is as little complicated as 
their politics. Ione of thefe governments retain 
troops in pay. Every freeman is by condition a 
foldier. All take up arms to guard their fron- 
tiers, or to make excurfions in queft of booty. 
The officers are chofen by the foldiers, and the 
choice is confirmed by the prince. The army 
marches, and moft frequenrly the hoftilities, which 
are begun in the marning, are terminated in the 
evening At leaft, the incurfion never continues 
for any length of time ; for as they have no ma- 
gazines, the want of fubfiftence obliges them to 
retire. It would prove a great misfortune to thefe 
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people, if they were acquainted with the art of BOOK 
leeceping the field fifteen days together. ieee 

Tue defire of extending their territories is not 
the caufe of the difturbancés which frequently 
throw thefe countries into confufion. An infult com- 
mitted in a ceremony, a clandeftine or violent rob- 
bery, the rape of a daughter; thefe are the ordi- 
nary occafions of a war. The day after the bat- 
tle, each fide redeems their refpective prifoners. 
They are exchanged for merchandife, or for flaves. 
No portion of the territory is ever ceded, the 
whole belongs to the community, whofe chief 
fixes the extent which every perfon is to culti- 
vate, in order to reap the fruits of it. 

Truis manner of terminating differences is not 
merely that of little ftates, whofe chiefs are too 
wife to afpire after enlarging their dominions, and 
too much advanced in years not be fond of peace. 
Great empires are obliged to conform to thefe 
principles with neighbours much weaker than 
themfelves. The fovereign has never any {tand- 
ing army, and though he difpofes at pleafure of 
the lives of the governors of his provinces, he 
prefcribes them no rules of adminiftration. T hefe 
are petty princes who for fear of being fuf- 
pected of ambition and punifhed with death, 
live in concord with the eleétive colonies which 
furround them. Unanimity between the more 
confiderable powers and the {maller ftates, ts pre- 
ferved as much by the great authority the prince 
hath over his fubjeéts, as by the fmpofmfibility there 
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BO-OF is or his exertings it as he pleates. Eje can only 

nee trike a fingle blow, cr cuufe a fingie head to be 
{truck off. Ile may, indeed, command that his 
lieutenant fisonld oe alillfaifinatced, and the whole 
province wiil cbey his ecrders ; but were he to 
command ali the inhabicants of a province to be 
put to death, he would Gnd no one ready to exe- 
cute his orders 3; nor would he be abie to excite 
any other province to take up arms againft that 
which difobeyed him. His power againft indivi- 
duals is unlimited; but he can dovery little againft 
the whole collective body. 


ANOTHER reafon which prevents the {mall flates 
from being enflaved by the great ones, is, that 
theie people annex no idea to the glory of con~- 
quefts. The only perfon, who appears to have 
been animated with it, was a flave-broker, who, 
from his infancy, had frequented the European 
vefiels, and who, in his riper years, had made a 
voyage to Portugal. Every thing he faw and 
heard, fired his imagination and taughct him that a 
great name was frequently acquired by being the 
caufe of great calanities. At His return into his 
country, he felt himictf£ greacly humiliated at be- 
ing obliged to cbey pecple leis enlightened than 
himfelt. Elis intrigues raittd him to the dignity 
of chief of the Acanis, and he prevailed on them 
to take up arms againit thcir neighbours. Nothing 
couid oppofe his valour, and his dominion extend- 
cd over more than an hundred leagues of coatt, of 
which sAnaniabou was the center. At his death 

no 
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no one dared to fucceed him: and all the fupports ® pe K. 
ot his authority failing at once, every thing re- ———— 
turned to its former fituation. 

Tue Chriftian and Mohammedan religion feem 
to have taken poff—ffion of the two extremities of 
that part of the weft of Africa, which is frequented 
by the Europeans. The muffelmen of Barbary 
have carried their religious fyftem to the people of 
the Cape de Verd iflands, who have extended it ftill 
further. In proportion as thefe religious opinions 
have been diltant from their fource, they have un- 
dergone fo great an alteration, that each kingdom, 
each village, each family maintained a different 
fyitem. Excepting circuimcifion, which is univer- 
fal, it would fcarcely be imagined that thele peo- 
ple profeffed the fame worlhip.° This religion 
does not penetrate beyond the cape of Monta, 
whofe inabicants have no communication with their 
neighbours. 

Wsar the Arabs had done to the north of the 
Tine for the Coran, the Portuguefe afterwards 
did to the fouth fo: the Gofpel. Towards the end 
of the fifteenth century, they eftablifhed it from 
the country of Benguela to Zara. A mode of 
worfhip, which cffered fure and ealy means for the 
expiation of all crimes was perfectly agreeable to 
the tafte of nations, whofe religion did not afford 
them fuch comfortable profpects. If it was af- 
terwards profcribed in feveral {tates it was owing 
to the exceffes of thofe who propagated it, which 


drew upon it this difgrace. Ir hath even been 
totally 
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= pay K totally difguifed in the countries where it has been 
———-——~ preferved ; a few trifling ceremonies are the only 
remains of it. 

Tue coafts which are in the center have pre- 
ferved fome local fuperftitions, whofe origin muft 
be very ancient. They confift in the worfhip of 
that innumerable multitude of divinities or Feti- 
ches, which every perfon makes after his own fan- 
cy and for his own ufe; in the belief auguries, 
trials by fire and boiling water, and in the power 
of Gris-Gris. There are fome fuperftitions more 
dangerous ; I mean that blind confidence which 
they repofe in the priefts who are the minifters and 
promoters of them, thefe are intrufted with the 
facred depofit of the national traditions: and pre- 
tendto prophecy. The correfpondence which they 
are fuppofed to hold with the evil fpirie makes 
them confidered as the arbiters of the barrennefs 
and fertility of the country: On this account the 
firít fruits are always offered to them. AHU their 
other errors have a focial tendency, and confpire 
to render man more humane and peaceable. 

Tae different religions which aie fpread through 
Africa, have not changed the manner of living 3 
becaufe the influence of the climate there is fo pre- 
dominant, that opinions hawe but little effect up- 
on their manners. The houfes are always built of 
the branches of the palin-tree, molit commonly of 
earth and covered with ftraw, offers, or reeds. 
Their furniture confifts folely of bafkets, earthen 
pots, mats which ferve as beds, and cabalafhes of 

which 
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which all their untenfils are made. A girdle round ® gg K 


the loins is their only apparel. T hey hve on game, —— 
fiflan, fruit, rice, or on bread made of maize, ill- 

baked. ‘Their drink is the wine of the Palm-tree. 

Arts are unknown amongít them. All their la- 

bours are confined to certain ruftic employments- 

Scarce one hundredth part of their country is cul- 

tivated, and that in a very wretched manner, €i- 

ther by poor people, or by flaves, who, from their 
indolence and ftation, have the greateit averfion 

from labour. 

THERE is a greater variety obfervable in their 
manners than intheir wants. On the banks of the 
Niger, the women are generally handitome, if 
beauty confifts in fymmetry of proportion and not 
in colour. Modeft, affable and faithful, an air 
innocence appears in their looks and their language 
is an indication of their bafhfulnefs. The names 
of Zilia, Calypfo, Fanny, Zama, which feem to be 
names of pleafure, are pronounced with an inflec- 
tion of voice, of the foftnefs and tweetnefs of 
which our organs are not fufceprible. The men 
are Of a proper fize, their fkin is as black as ebony, 
and their features and countenances pleafing. The 
habit of taning horfes and hunting wild beafts 
gives them an air of aignity. 1 heg do not eafily put 
up with an affront, but the example of thofe ani- 
nals they have reared, infpires them with bound- 
lefs gratitude for a mafter who treats them with 
indulgence. Itc isimpomble to find fervants more 
attentive, more fober, and who have ftronger at- 

tachments 3 
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eae K tachments; but they do not make good hufband- 


> 


— v men; becaufe their body is not habituated toa 
{toop and bend towards the ground, in order to 
Clar it. 

THe complexion of the Africans degenerates 
towards the ceat. Ihe people of this climate 
are rong, but thore, They have an air of 
itrength, which is denoted by firm mufcles; and 
the features of their faces are fpread out, and have 
no expremfion. The figures impreffed on their 
foreheads and on their cheeks increafe their natu- 
ral deformity. An ungrateful foil, which is not 
improveable by culture, has forced them to have 
recourfe to fifhing, thoughthe fea, which they can 
{carce venture upon on account of a bar that runs 
along the coaft, feems to divert them from it. 
Thus repulfed, as it were, by the elements, they 
have fought for aid among adjacent nations more 
favoured by nature; from whom they have de- 
rived their fubfiftence by felling them fal. A 
{pirit of trafic hath been diffufed among them 
fince the arrival of the Europeans ; becaufe ideas 
are unfolded in all men in proportion to the varie- 
ty of objects that are prefented to them ; and be- 
caufe more combinations are necéefflary to barter a 
flave for feveral torts of merchandife, than to fell 
a bufhei of fale. Befides, though they are well 
adapted to all employments where ttrength only is 
required, yet they are unñt for the internal duties 
of domeitic life. ‘This condition of life is repug- 
Mant to their cuNoms, according to which they 
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are paid feparately for every thing they do. And, 2® °C ° 


indeed, the reciprocation of daily labour and daily 
recompence is, perhaps, one of the beft incentives 
to induftry among all men. The wives of thefe 
mercantile negroes fhare all their labours except 
that of fifhing. They have neither the amiable- 
nels, modeity, difcretion nor beaury of the wo- 
men of the Niger, and they appear to have lefs 
fenfibility. In comparing the two nations it mighr 
perhaps, be imagined, that the one confifts of the 
loweft clafs of people ina poilifhed and civilized 
city, and that the other hath enjoyed the advan- 
tages of fuperior ecucation. Their language is a 
{trong indication of their character. The accents 
of the one have an extreme {tweetnefs, thofe of the 
other, are harfh and dry like the foil they inhabit. 
Their vivacity, even in pleafures, refembdles the 
furious tranfports of anger. 


Brvonp the river Volta, in Benin, and in the 
other countries, known under the general name 
of the Golden Coait, the people have a fmooth 
fkin, and of a dark bleck colour; their teeth are 
beautiful; they are of a middling itature, but well 
fhaped, and have a bafhful countenance. Their 
faces though agreeable enough would be much 
more fo, if the women were not ufed to fear them, 
and the men to burn their foreheads. Fhe ba- 
fis of their creed is a -metempfycofis of a peculiar 
kind: they believe, that in whatever place thev 
remove to, or wherever they are cranfported, the 
fhall return after their death, whether caufed by 

the 
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B Tr K the laws of nature, or by their own hands, to their 

w native country. This convićtion conititutes their 
happinefs ; becaufe they confider their country as 
the moft delightful abode in the univerfe. This 
pleafing error conduces to humanize them. Fo- 
reigners, who refide in this climate, are treated 
with refpectful civility, from a perfuafion that they 
are come there to receive the recompence due to 
their conduét. This people have a difpofition to 
chearfulnefs not obfervable in the neighbouring 
nations; they are inclined to labour, have a ready 
conception, a folidity of judgment, principles of 
equity feldom altered by circumftances, and a 
great facility of adapting themfelves to foreign 
manners. They are tenacious of their commer- 
cial cuftoms, even when they are not advantageous 
to them. The method of trafficking with them 
was, for a long time, the fame that had been at firft 
practifed among them. The firft veffel that arriv- 
ed difpofed of its cargo before another was per- 
mitted to trade. Each had its turn. The com- 
modities were fold at the fame fixed price to all. 
It is but very lately that the nation hath refolved to 
avail itfelf of she advantages it might derive from 
the number of European nations frequenting its 
ports. 

THE people fituated between the F ine and Zara 
have all a great refembiance to one another. They 
are well made. Their bodies are lefs robuit than 
thofe of the inhabitants to the north of the equa- 


tor; and though there are fome marks on their 
faces, 
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faces, none of thofe fcars are to be perceived BOOK 
which are fo fhocking at firt fight. ‘Their food ~~~ 
is fimple, and their life frugal. They love eafe 
and never labour beyond their ftreneth. Their 
feafts are accompanied with military fports, which 
revive the idea of Our ancient tournaments; with 
this difference, that in Europe they conftituted 
the exercifes of a warlike nation, whereas in 
Africa they are the amufements of a timid people. 
The women are not admitted to thefe public di- 
verfions. Affembled together in certain houfes 
they {pend the day in private, and no men are ever 
admitted into their fociety. The pride of rank 
is the f{trongeft paffion of thefe people, who are 
naturally peaceable. A certain degree of cere- 
mony obtains both at the court of princes and in 
private life. Upon the moft trivial occurrences, 
they haften to their friends either to congratulate 
them or to condole with them. A marriage occa- 
fions vifiting for three months. The funeral cb- 
fequies of a perfon of diftinétion continue fome- 
times two years Thofe who were conneéted to 
him, in any degree, carry his remains through fe- 
veral provinces. The crowd gathers as they pro- 
ceed, and no perfon departs, till the corpfe is de- 
pofited in the tomb, with all the demonftrations of 
the deepeft fersow. So determined a tafte for ce- 
remony hath proved favourable to fuperftition, and 
fuperftition hath promoted a fpirit of indolence. 
In thefe countries, the earth fufficiently fertile, 
without requiring much labour, is only cultivated 
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BOOK by women, whom fervitude or penury condemn to 
WV this drudgery. Men flaves, or free men if poor, 
are employed in hunting and fifhing, or are de- 
ftined to augment the retinue of the great. There 
is in this nation in general Ilefs equality ‘between 
the two fexes, than is found among their neigh- 
bours. Birth and rank here impart to {ome wo- 
men the right of choofing a hufband, whom they 
keep in the moft extreme fubjection. They have 
even the right, whenever they are diffatished with 
their choice, of condemning him to flavery ; and 
it is to be imagined that they freely make ule of 
this privilege, however humiliating it may be to 
the two fexes. For, what is that man, whom a 
woman can make her flave? He is good neither 
for her, nor for himfelf. 

From Zarato the river of Coanza, the ancient 
cuftoms ftill remain ; but they are blended witha 
confufed mixture of European manners, which 
are not to be found elfewhere. It is probable that 
the Portuguefe, who have large fettlements in this 
country, and who were defireug of introducing 
the chriftian religion among them, had a greater 
antercourfe with them than they had with other 
nations, who having only factories to the north of 
the line, have been only emplos-d in carrying on 
their commerce. 

‘THE reader need not be told, that all we have 
related concerning the people of Guinea, ought. 
only to be applied to that clafs which, in all coun- 


tries, {ftamps the character of a nation. The in- 
ferior 
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ferior orders and faves are further removed from 
this relembl.nce, in proportion as they are debated 
or Gegraded.by their occupations or their condi- 
tions. The moft ditcerning inquirers have, how- 
ever, imagined that the difference of conditions 
did not produce in this people varieties fo diftin- 
cuifhable as we find in the fates which are fituated 
between the Elbe and the Tiber, which are nearly 
of the fame extent of country as the Niger and 
the Coanza. The further men depart from na- 
ture, the lefs mutt they refemble one another. The 
multiplicity of civil and political inftitutions ne- 
ceffarily occafions a difference in the moral charac- 
ter and in the natural cuftoms of men, which is 
unknown to focieties lefs complicated. Befides, 
nature being more powerful under the torrid than 
under the temperate zone, does not permit the 
influence of manners to exert itfelf fo ftrongly- 
Men in thefe countries bear a greater fimulitude to 
one another, becaufe they owe every thing to na- 
ture, and very little to art. In Europe, an exten- 
five and diverGñed ccommerce, varying and mul- 
tiplying the enjoyments, the fortunes and ‘teveral 
conditions of men, adds likewife to the difer- 
ences which the climate, the laws and the com- 
mon prejudices ha e eftablified among active and 
laborious nation . 

In Guinea, trade has never been able to caule 
a material alteration in the manners of its inhabi- 
tants. Ic formerly confifted of certain exchanges 
of falt and dried fifth, which were confumed by 
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Boo kK the nations remote from the coaft. Thefe gave 

xI. in return ftuffs made of a kind of thread, which 

———~ was only a woody fubftance, clofely adhering to 

the inner fide of the bark of a particular tree in 

thefe climates. The air hardens it, and renders 

it fit for every kind of weaving. Bonnets, {carfs, 

and aprons to ferve for girdles, are made of it, 

which vary in fhape according to the particular 

mode of each nation. The natural colour of the 

thread is a pale grey. The dew, which bleaches 

our flax, gives it a citron colour, which rich peo- 

ple prefer. The black dye, generally ufed among 

the people, is extracted from the bark of the tree 

of which this thread is made, by fimple infufion 

in water. As this thread readily takes all colours, 

this hath induced the people to work it up into 

different figures of men, birds and quadrupeds. 

The ftuffs thus wrought, ferve to hang their apart- 

ments with, to cover their feats, and for other 
kinds of furniture. : 

Tue firít Europeans, who frequented the weftern 

coalts of Africa, fixed a value On wax, ivory, and 

gum, which before had none. They gave a price 

to gold, from which they drew at moft three thou- 

fand marks a year. Their reftlefs avarice, which hath 

never been fatisfied with this produce, made them 

frequently concert expedients to angment it. They 

flatter themfelves, that their defigns will foon be 

fuccefsful by the following fcheme. 

In the intertor parts of Africa, under the twelfth 

er thirteenth degree of north latitude, there is» 

{ays 
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jays a modern traveller, a pretty large country, 
known by the name of Bambuck. It is not fub- 
ject to a particular king, but governed by village 
lords, called Farims. “Thefe hereditary and in- 
dependent chiefs are all obliged to unite for the 
defence of the ftate, when it is either attacked as 
a community, or only in any one of its branches. 

THe territory of this ariftocratical ftate is dry 
and barren. It produces neither maize, rice, nor 
pulfe. The infupportable heats it is fubject to, 
proceed in part from its being furrounded by high 
mountains, which prevent the wind from refrefh- 
ing the air. The climate is as unwholefome as it 
is difagreable: vapours, which continvally ifue 
from the bowels of a foil replete with minerals, 
render this country unfit to live in, efpecially to 
{ftrangers. 

Ir is gold that hath made this miferable country an 
obyeét worthy of notice: gold, which in the eyes of 
the covetous man, feems to compenfate for all the 
evils of nature, though in reality it increafes them 
all. This metakis 10 common in this country, that it 
is found almoft indifcriminately every where. To 
obtain it, fometimes it is fufficient to fcrape the 
furface of the- earth, that is clayifh, light, and 
mixed with fand When the mineis very rich, it 
is digged only to the depth of a few feet, and 
never deeper; though it has been obterved, that 
the lower it was digged, the more gold the foil 
afforded. The miners are too indolent to purfue 
a toil which conftantly becomes more tedious, and 

Eee too 


Arg 

BOOK 
XI. 

Vaasan as 





420 MISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 


BO o K too ignorant to prevent the inconveniences it would 
xr. be attended with. Their negligence and their 
-=== Folly are in this initance 10 extraordinary, that in 
wafhing the gold, in order to feparate it from the 
earth, they only preferve the larger pieces: the 
light parts pafs away with the water, which flows 

down an inclined plain. 

Tue inhabitants cf Bambuck do not work thefe 
mines at all times, nor are they at liberty to do it 
when they pleafe. They are obliged to wait tll 
private or public wants determine the Farims to 
grant this permiffion. When it is proclaimed, all 
who are able to avail themfelves of this advantage 
meet at the appointed place. When their work is 
finifhed, a divifion is made. Half of the gold 

goes to the lord, and the remainder is equally di- 
{tributed among the labourers. Thole who want 
gold at any other time than that of the general 


digging, fearch for it in the beds of the rivers, 
where it is very common. 








Tue French and Englifh have fucceffively been 
defirous of appropriating to thernfelves thefe real 
or imaginary riches. Some thought they could 
reach this country by the Niger, others by the 
Salum. Far from having fucceeded in their at- 
tempts of becoming matters of his country, they 
have not yet afcertained its exiftence The unfuc- 
cefsfullnefs of paft efforts hath redoubled the acti- 
vity of fanguine minds: fenfible and judicious 
merchants have chofen to limit themtelves toa 
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commerce much more important, which is that of BOOK 
ilaves. XI. 
THE property which fome men have acquired ee 
over others in Guinea, is of very high antiquity. merce of 
Guinea, or 
It is generally eftablifhed there, excepting in [ome the flave 
{mall diftriéts, where liberty hath, as it were, re- iii 
tired and is ftill maintained. No proprietor, how- 
ever, has a right to fell a man who is born in a 
{tate of fervitude. He can only difpofe of thofe 
[aves whom he gers, whether by war, in which 
every prifoner is a ave unlefs exchanged, or in 
lieu of compenfation for {fome injury; or if he 
hath received them as a teftimony of acknowledg- 
ment. This law, which feems to be made in fa- 
vour of one who is born a flave, to indulge him 
with the enjoyment of his family and of his coun- 
try, is yet ineffectual, fince the Europeans have 
eftablifhed luxury on the coaíts of Africa. Itis 
every day eluded by concerted quarrels, which two 
proprietors mutually diffemble, in order to be re- 
ciprocally condemned, each in his turn, toa fine, 
which is paid in perfons born flaves, the difpofal 
of whom is allowed by the fanétion of the fame 
Jaw. 
CORRUPTION, contrary to its Ordinary progrefs, 
hath advanced frsm private perfons to princes. 
The procuring 3f Naves hath given frequent occa- 
fion to wars, as they are excited in Europe in or- 
der to obrain foldiers. The cuftom has been efta- 
blifhed of punifhing with flavery not only thofe 
who have attempted the lives or properties of 
x € 3 cinizens, 
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BOO K Citizens, but thofe alfo who were incapable of pay- 
= XI. ing their debts, and thoie who have violated con- 
Sao jugal faith. This punifhment, in procefs of time, 
has been infli€ted for the moft trivial offences, af- 
ter having been at firft referved only for the great- 
eft crimes. Prohibitions even of things indiffe- 
rent have been conftantly multiplied, in order to 
increafe the revenues raifed from the fines by in- 
creafing the number of offences. Injuftice hath 
known no bounds or reftraints. At a great dii- 
tance from the coait, there are chiefs, who give 
orders for every thing they meet with in the vil- 
lages around them, to be carried off. The chil- 
dren are thrown into facks: the men and women 
are gagged to ftifle their cries. If the ravagers 
are ftopped by a fuperior force, they are conduéted 
before the prince, who always difowns the com- 
miffion he has given, and under pretence of do- 
ing juftice, infanctly fells his agents to the fhips 
he has treated with. 

NOTWITHSTANDING thefe wmMifamous arts, the 
people of the coaft have found it impoffible to 
fupply the demands of the merchants. ‘Fhey 
have experienced what every nation muft, that can 
trade only with its nominal ftock. Slaves are to 
the commerce of Europeans ill Africa, what gold 
is in the commerce we carry on in the new world. 
The heads of the negroes reprefent the ftock of 
the ftate of Guinea. Every day this ftock is car- 
ried off, and nothing is left them but articles of 
coniumption. Their capital gradually vanifhes, 
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becaufe it cannot be renewed, by reafon of the BOOK 


ipeedy confumptions. Fhus the trade for blacks 
would long fince have been entirely loft, if the 
inhabitants of the coafts had not imparted their 
luxury to the people of the inland countries, from 
whom they now draw the greateft part of the 
faves that are put into our hands. Thus the trade 
of the Europeans, by gradual advances, has al- 
almoit exhaufted the only vendible commodities of 
this nation. 

In the fpace of twenty years this circumflance 
hath raifed the price of faves almoft to four times 
above the former coft: the reafon is this. The 
faves are chiefly paid for in merchandife from the 
Fiaft-Indies, which has doubled its value in Eu- 
rope. A double quantity of thefe goods muft be 
given in Africa. Thus the colonies of America, 
where the fale for blacks is concluded, are obliged 
to fuppore theie feveral augmentations, and con- 
fequently to pay four times more than they for- 
merly did. 

Norwithftanding this, the diftant proprietor who 
fells his Mave; receives a lefs quantity of merchan- 
dife than the perfon received fifty years ago, who 
fold his Mave in the neighbourhood of the coaft 
‘The profits intercepted by paffing through diffe- 
rent hands, the expences of traniport, the w:mpotts, 
sOrmmerimes of three per cent. that muft be paid to 
thofe princes through whofe territoris they pafs, 
fink the difference betwixt the fum which the firit 
proprictor receives, and that which the European 

Be « eraut 
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B Oo K trader pays. Thefe expences continually increaíe 
XI. on account of the great diftances of the places 
v= where there are fill faves to be fold. The fur- 
ther off the firft fale is, the greater will be the 
difficulties attending the journey. They will be- 
come fuch, that of the’ fum which the European 
merchant will be able to pay, there will remain fo 
little to offer to the firft feller, chat he will rather 
choofe to keep his flave. All trade of this kind wil} 
then be at end. In order, therefore, to fupport 
it effectually, our traders muft furnifh at an exor- 
bitane price, and fell in proportion to the colo- 
nies; which, on their part, not being able to dif- 
pofe of their produce but at avery advanced price, 
will no longer. find a confumption for it. But till 
that time comes, which is, perhaps, not fo diftante 
as the colonifts imagine, they will, without the 
leaft remorfe, continue to make the lives and la- 
bours of the negroes fubfervient to their interetts. 
They will find navigators who will hazard the pur- 
chafing of them, and thefe will meet with tyrants 

who will fell them. 

Slave merchants collect themfelves into compa- 
nies, and forming a fpecies of caravans, łn the 
{pace of two ar three hundred leagues they con- 
duét feveral files of thirty or forty flaves, all laden 
with water and corn which are neceffary to their 
fubfiftence in thofe barren deferts through which 
they pafs. The manner of fecuring them without 
much incommoding their march, is ingenioufly 
eontrived. A fark of wood from eight to nine 

feer 
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feet long is put round the neck of each flave. ABOOK 
pin of iron rivetted fecures the fork at the back XI. 
part in fuch a manner that the head cannot dien- im 
gape itfelf. “The handle of the fork, the wood 
of which is very heavy, falls before, and fo em- 
barrafies the perfon who is tied to it, that though 
he has his arms and legs at liberty, he can neither 
walk, nor lift up the fork. When they get ready 
for their march, they range the flaves on the fame 
line, and fupport and tie the extremity of each 
fork on the fhoulder of the foremoft flave, and 
proceed in this manner from one to another, till 
they come to the firt, the extremity of whofe fork 
is carried by one of the guides. Few reftraints are 
impofed that are not felt by the perfons who im- 
pofe them. In order that thefe traders may enjoy 
the refrefhment of fleep withour uneafinefs, they 
tie the arms of every flave to the tail of the fork 
which he carries. In this condition he can nel- 
ther run away nor make any attempt to recover 
his liberty. Thefe precautions have been found 
indifpenfible, bezaufe, if the flave can But break 
his chain, he becomes free. “The public faith, 
which fecures to the proprietor the pofileMicn of his 
Mave, and which at all times delivers him up into 
his hands, is filent-with regard to a fave anda 
¢rader who exercifes the moit contemptible of all 
Picreff 5Irs 

GREAT numbers of faves arrive togerher, ef- 
pecially when they come from diftant countries. 
< his. arrangement is neceilary, in orcdier to dimintihb 
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Boo k the expence which is unavoidable in conducting 
xr. them. The interval between one voyage and ano- 
—~ ther, which by this fyftem of oeconomy is already 
made too diftanr, may become ftill greater by par- 
ticular circumiiances. The moft ufual are the 
rains, which caufe the rivers to overfiow, and put 
a {top to this trade. The feafon moft favourable 
to travelling in.the interior parts of Africa, is 
from February to September; and it is from 
September to March, that the return of thefe 
flave traders produces the gegreateft plenty of this 
traffic on the coatts. 
rare once Tue trade of the Europeans is carried on to 
and man- the fouth and north of the line. The firft coaft, 
auch the Known by the name of Angola, hath but three 
Sare pie ports, which are equally free to all nations; thefe 
on. are Cabenda, Loango, and Malemba, and befides 
thefe, two more, of which the Portuguefe are the 
fole mafters, St. Paul de Loando, and St. Philip 
de Benguela. Thefe latitudes nearly fupply one 
third of the blacks that are carried to America, 
who are neither the moft intelligent, the moft la- 
borious, nor the moft robuft. “The fecond coaft, 
known by the general name of the Gold coaft, 
abounds more in harbours, but they are not equal- 
ly favourable to commerce. “I he reftraint occa- 
fioned by the forts, which the Europeans have 
erected in feveral places, drives away tne devlers 
in tlaves. They are to be mec with in much 
larger numbers at Anamabou and Calbary, where 
commerce is entirely free. 


In 
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In 1768, there were exported out of Africa, BOO K 
104,100 flaves. The Enghfh brought up 563,100 XI. 
of them for their iflands; their colonifts on the ~~ 
north continent 6,300; the French 23,500; the 
Dutch 141,300; the Portuguefe 8,700; and the 
Danes 1,200. All thefe unhappy men did not 
arrive at the place of their deftination. In the or- 
dinary courfe of things, the eighth part muft have 
perifhed in their paffage. Every nation hath 
employed in its colonies the cultivators it hath pur- 
chafed. Great-Britain alone has ceded four thou- 
fand of them to the Spaniards, and frudulently 
introduced about three thoufand inthe French fert- 
tlements. 








Ir would bea very great miitake to imagine that 
America regularly receives the fame number of ne- 
groes. Not ro mention the confiderable diminution 
in the number of expeditions to Guinea, on account 
of the war, the arrangements of the laft peace have 
occafioned new lands to be cultivated, which re- 
quired extraordinary fupplies. The number of 
men muft be redyced to fixty thoufand, of which 
the African cdafts are deprived every year. Sup- 
pofing that each of thefe flaves cofts on the fpor 
three hundred livres *, thofe barbarous regicns re- 
ceive eighteen millions + for io horrid a facrifice. 

True French merchant will exclaim, we doubt 
not, ae the price which faves are here ftated arc. 
It is univernally known that he purchafes them 
much dearer ; and that the Eneolifh and Dutch 
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perchafe them at a lower price, becaufe they 
a: inl. reduced by the infuficiency of their Afa- 
cic commerce and the imperfection of certain ma- 
nuf:clures proper to the African trade, to pay, as 
the french merchant does, for commifiion, freight, 
and infurance, in order to draw from foreign ports 
foine merchandiie, without which trade cannot be 
carried on. The Portugucfe have {till another ad- 
vantage over thefe nations. They carry on their 
expeditions from Brazil; their exchanges are ge- 
nerally made with the tobacco.and brandy of their 
own country; and they maintain an exclufive 
trade on the coafts, which are two hundred leagues 
long, and forty broad. 

E.xcEPTING the Portugue e, all nations pay for 
flaves with the fame merchanidife. T hefe are 
fabres, firclocks, gun powder, iron, brandy, hard- 
ware, woollen ftuffs, eipecially Eaft India cottons, 
or thofe which are wrought in Europe, and co- 
loured in the fame manner. The people north 
of the line have adopted, inftead of money, little 
white fhells, which we import among them from 
the Maldives. South of the line, the European 
trade is deprived of this object of exchange. There 
fmall pieces of ftraw ftuff, eighteen inches long, 
and twelve broad, are ufed as marks of value. 
‘This real mark is only the fortieth part of an ideal 
value, which they call piece. 

Tis word, from the time the Europeans have 
frequented Africa, is become the numerical term 


of all things that bear the greateft value. The 
price 
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price of each fpecies of merchandife imported thi- Boo K 


ther is invariably fixed under the denomination of 


aI. 


re = ; —— | 
one, two, three or more pieces. Each piece, in 


its Original value, is nearly worth a piftole, and 
for fome time paft, thirty-five or thirty-fix pieces 
have been given for a negro, all taxes included. 
The greateit of them is the fee that muft be given 
the faétor, who always mediates between the ven- 
der and the purchafer, whom it is neceffary to 
make a friend of, and who is become of io much 
the more confequence, as the competition between 
the Europeans has increafed, and the want of flaves 
has been more fenfibly felt. Another tax, which 
though afked under the name of a prefent, is no 
lefs an extorted tribute, is, that which muft be 
paid to the prince and his chief officers, for the 
liberty of trading. The fum is in proportion to 
the {fize of the veffel, and may be valued at three 
per cen. 

Tue European nations have been of opinion 
that it was conducive to the utility of their com- 
merce, to form rettlements on the coatt of Afri- 
ca. The Portuguefe, who frft traverfed thefe im- 
menfe regions, left every where the marks of 
their ambition, rather than of their fagacity. The 
weak and numberlefs colonies which they poured 
win. foon forgot a country, which had itfelf for- 
gotten tnem. In procefs of time, there remain- 
ed of thefe great conquefts nothing but that vaft 
fpace which extends from Zara to cape Neare, 
from whence Brafil ftill procures its flaves. They 
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Boo xk have alfo preferved tome ifles of little confequence. 
xI.  Thofe which are fituated at the weft end of Cape 
—~ de Verd, produce falt, feed cattle, and ferve asa 
place of refrefhment for veffels going to the Eaft- 
Indies. Prince’s Iland, and St. Thomas, which 
are at the entrance of the Gulph of Gabon, fupply 
navigators with frefh provifions, whọ, after leav- 
ing the gold coaft, fail to America. They are 
both of no importance in the commercial world. 
TuHouGH Portugal, even in the earlieft times, 
derived but very moderate advantages from the 
coatts of Arica, it was yet fo jealous of the fove- 
reignty which it exercifed there, in virtue of its 
difcovery, that it thought no nation had a right to 
approach them. The Englifh, who firft ventured 
to queftion the right of thefe pretenfions, about. 
the year 1553, fuftained the affront of having their 
veflels feized. A national war immediately en- 
fued, and the fuperiority of arms put a final period 
to this tyranny. In procefs of time, the exclufive 
companies of England, which had embarked in 
this trade, fucceffively formed factories without 
number, of which that of cape Corfe, fituated on 
the gold coaft, and that of James, placed in an 
ifland at the mouth of the river Gambia, were for 
a confiderable time the principal and the moft ufe- 
ful. Though many of them had been ahandoned > 
there {till remained fixteen, when the parliament, 
rouzed by the public clamour, determined in 
1752, to put a ftop to this monopoly. The 
nation purchafed of the proprietors all thefe forti- 
fied 
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hed magazines, for the fum of 1,523,198 livres, Boo K 
13 fols *, where there were no more than one xy. 
hundred and twenty men. The expence of main-——~—~ 
taining them amounts annually to about 292,500 
livres +. 

‘THe Englith almoft entirely engroffed the A- 
frican trade, when the Dutch, in 1637, under- 
took to fhare it with them. The war they were 
carrying on again{t Spain, authorifed them to at- 
tack the Portuguefe fettlements in Guinea ; and 
they made themfelves mafters of both of them in 
avery fhort time. The treaty of 1641, fecured 
the property of them to the republic. This ftate 
pretending to enter into all the rights of the firit 
poficfior, intended to exclude her rival from thefe 
latitudes, and ceafed not to moleft her till the 
peace of Breda. Of all thefe conquefts, that of 
fort Mina on the gold coaft, was found the moft 
important. It had been built in 1452, by -the 
Portuguefe, who had enriched its territory by 
planting fugar-canes, maize, and different kinds 
of excellent fruis ;.and had fupplied it with a num- 
ber of ufeful animals, which they had imported 
thither. They drew from thence a confaiderable 
Quantity of gold and fome flaves. This fettle- 
ment did not degenerate in the hands of the Hol- 
landers, who made it the center of all the facto- 
ries thty naa acquired, and of all the bufinefs they 
carried on in Africa. 











‘lux 
66,6391. 8s. god. +. t 42,7261. 175. Ód. 





TISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 


432 
BOOK Tar profperity of the Dutch, in this part of 
MET ss the world, was at its height, when they were at- 


—7~ tacked by Lewis XIV. This prince, who alpired 
after univerial glory, feized an cpportunity offered 
him by the war of 1672, of extending the terror 
which his Mag carried with it on all the feas, even 
to the borders of Africa. Hie took from the Dutch 
the forts of Arguin and Portendic, which were at 
that time the general market for guins. His fub- 
jects afterwards eftablifhed on the coaft feveral 
poits which were obliged to be abandoned, either 
becaufe they were injudicioufly chofen, or becaufe 
there were not fufficient forces to fupporte them. 
Since the time that France, by a feries of errors 
and misfortunes, hath found herfelf under a ne- 
ceffity of giving up Senegal to the Englifh by the 
laft treaty, fhe hath nothing now remaining but 
the faétory of Juida, and the ifland of Gorea, 
where there is nor, nor ever will be any trade. 
Some years ago, a fertlement that would have 
been of advantage to Anamabou, began to be 

formed, when the workmen were driven away by 
cannon-fhot fired in atime of fuil peace, by the 
fhips of Great-Britain. An able merchant who 
was then at London, at the news of this outrage, 
exprefied his aftonifhment at a conduct fo impru- 
dent. Sir, faid a minifter to him, who was in great fa- 
vour with this enlightned people, if we were ro be juft 
to the French, we fhould not exift tdrirty years longer. 
Tue Danes, who fettled in Africa a little after 
the middle of the Jaft century, and who purchafed 


of 
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of the king of Aquambo the two forts of Frede- B CO K 
rickbure and Chriftianburg, fituaced on the golden + 


coaft near each other, never experienced a fimilar 
treatment. They owed the tranquillity which they 
enjoyed to the infignificancy of the trade they car- 
ried on. It was in io low a ftate, that they only 
fitted out a fingle veffel every two or three 
years. This trade hath been extended for fome 
time paft, but it is {till far from being confider- 
able. 

Ir we except the Portuguefe, all the European 
nations fubjecéted their African trade to exclufive 
charters. The companies in pofieffion of this mo- 
nopoly, the errors of which all governments at 
laft have felt and put a ftop to, fortified their fac- 
tories, both in order to drive away ftrangers, and 
to oblige the natives to fell to none but themfelves. 
When the diftricts, in which thete forts were erect- 
ed had no more flaves to deliver, trade languifhed, 
becaufe the people in the inland countries preferred 
the conveying their flaves into free ports, where 
they might chufe rhe purchafers. Thus the fac- 
tories, which had been of fuch utility when the 
coaít was populous, are no longer fo valuable, 
fince the factors of them are obliged to make long 
voyages, inorder to complete their purchafe. The 
advantage of thefe eftablifhments was loft, when 
the objec: or their commerce was exhaufted. 


Vor. IIl. F £ Tuere 
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g EA K THe diffculty of procuring faves naturally 
—-—— points out the neceflity of employing, fmall fhips 
ee A for carrying them off. Ata time when a {mall 





iy ae territory, adjacent to the coaft, furnifhed in a fort- 
to iarge night or three weeks, a whole cargo, it was pru- 
— dent to employ large vefiels, becaufe there was a 

pofibility of underftanding, looking after, and 

encouraging the flaves, who all fpoke the fame 
language. At prefent, when each fhip can fcarce 
procure fixty or eighty flaves a month, brought 
from the diftance of two or three hundred leagues, 
exhautted by the fatigues of a long journey, ob- 
liged to remain on board the veffels they are em- 
barked upon five or fix months in fight of their 
country, having all different idioms, uncertain of 
the deftiny that awaits them, ftruck with the pre- 
poffefizon that the Furopeans eat them and drink 
their blood; their extreme uneafinefs alone de- 
ftroys them, or occafions diforders which become 
contagious by the impoffibility of feparating the 
fick from the healthy. A fmall fhip deftined to 
carry two or three hundred tcgroes, by means of 
the fhort ftay it makes on the coaft, avoids half the 
accidents and loffes to which a fhip capable of 
holding five or Gx hundred flaves isexpofed. Thus 
the Enghfh, who have extended this commerce as 
far as pofiible, have adopted the cuftom of fend- 
ing only veffels of a hundred and twenty, or a 
hundred and thirty tons, intothe feas which ex- 
tend from Senegal to the river Velta, and to fit 
out vefiels a little larger only for Colbar, — 
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rhe trade is more confiderable, and where they BO OK 
make their principal cargoes. The French are —,——~ 
the only people who obftinately adhere to the an- 
cient practice. The town of Nantes, however, 
which alone carries on as much trade in Africa as 
all the other ports of the kingdom together, be- 
gins to feel the abfurdity of thefe prejudices. Ie 
will undoubtedly entirely relinquifh them ; and all 
the merchants who conduct the fame trade oa 
their own bottoms, will follow its example. 
Tuere are abufes of the urmoft -confequence, J bere are 
to be reformed in this voyage, which ts naturally more or 
i 3 leís fa- 
unhealthy. Thofe who engage in it commonly yourableto 
fall into two great miftakes. Dupes to a merce- essa ai 
mary difpofition, the privateers pay more regard 
to the pert than to the difpatch of their vefiels; a 
cirumftance which neceffarily prolongs the voyage, 
which every thing fhould tnduce them to fhorten 
as much as poffible. Another inconvenience ftill 
more dangerous, is. the cuftom they have of fail- 
ang from Europe at all times; though the regu- 
Jarity of the winds and the currents hath deter- 
mined the moft proper feafon for arriving at thefe 
dactitudces. 
Turis bad practice hath given rife to the diftinc- 
¿ion of the great and httle voyage. The little 
voyage is the ftraighteft and the fhorteft. It is ro 
more than eighteen hundred leagues to the smoit 
diftant ports where there are faves. It may be 
performed in thirty-five or forty days, from the 
beginning of Septernber to the end of November; 
Fifa be- 
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B << becaule, from the time of fetting out to the time 

ww — Of arrival, the winds and the currents are favour- 
able. It is even poffible to attempt ic in December, 
January and February, but with lefs fecurity and 
Succes. 

SAILING is no longer practicable in thefe lati- 
tudes, from the beginning of March to the end 
of Auguft. The fhips would have continually to 
{truggle againft the violent currents which run 
northward, and againít the fouth-eaft wind, which 
conitantly blows. Experience has taught naviga- 
tors, that during this feaion, they muft keep ata 
a diftance from the fhore, get into the open fea, 
fail towards the fouth as far as twenty-fix or twen- 
ty-eight degrees betwixt Africa and Brazil, and 
afterwards draw gradually nearer and nearer to 
Guinea, in order to land at a hundred and fifty 
or two hundred leagues to windward of the port 
where they are to difembark. This route is two 
thoufand five hundred leagues, and requires ninety 
or a hundred days fail. 

Tuts great route, independent of its length, de- 
prives them of the mott favourable time for trade 
and for returning. The fhips meet with calms, 
are thwarted by winds, and carried away by cur- 
rents ; water. fails them, the provifions are fpoiled, 
and the flaves are feized with the fcurvy. Other 
calamities not lefs fatal, often increafe the danger 
that attends this expedition. The negroes, to the 
north of the Line, are fubjeét to the fmall pox, 


which, by a fangularity very diftreffing, feldom 
breaks 
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breaks out among this people till after the age ofB OOK 
fSurteen. If this contagious dittemper affects a Ihip ——~— 
which is at her moorings, there are feveral known 
methods to lelen its violence. But a fhip attacked 

by it, while on its paflage to America, often lofes 

the whole cargo of faves. Thofe who are born | 

to the touth of the Line, avoid this difeafe by 
another, which is a kind of virulent ulcer, whofe 
malignity is more violent and more irritable on 

the fea, and which is never radically cured. Phy- 

ficians ought, perhaps, to obferve this double 

effect of the {fmall-pox among the negroes, which 

ts, that ic favours thofe who are born beyond the 
Equator, and never attacks the others in their in- 

fancy. The number and variety of eficcts fome- 

times afford occafion for the inveftigation of the 

caufes of diforders, and for the difcovery of re- 

medies proper for them. 

TuHuovucH all the nations, concerned in the Afri- 
can trade, are equally inrerefted in preferving the 
flaves in their paffage, they do not all attend to 
it with the fame vraie. They all feed them with 
beans, mixed with a {mall. quantity of rice; but 
they differ in other refpeéts in their manner of 
creating them. The Englifh, Dutch and Danes 
keep the men conitantiy in irons, and frequently 
hand-cuff the women: the tmall number of hands 
they have on board their fhips obliges them to 
this feverity. The French, who have great num- 
bers, allow them more liberty ; three or four davs 
after their departure they take off all their fetters, 

es 2 OAM 
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BOOK All thefe nations, efpecially the Englifth, are too 
— negligent with regard to the intercourfe between 


the failors with the women flaves. ‘This irregu- 
larity occafions the death of three-fourths of thole 
whom the Guinea voyage deftroys every year. 
None, but the Portugucie, during their pafflage, 
are fecured againft revolts and other calami- 
ties. This advantage is a confequence of the 
care they take to man their vefiels only with the 
negroes, to whom they have given their freedom. 
The flaves encouraged by the converfation and 
condition of their countrymen, form a tolerably 
favourable idea of the deftiny that awaits them. 
The quietnefs of their behaviour induces the Por- 
tucuefe to grant the two fexes the happinets of 
living together : an indulgence, which, if allowed 
in other veffels, would be productive of the greateft 
inconveniences. 

Ir is a generally received opinion, that thé 
blacks, who are brought from America, are now 
fold at a higher price than they were formerly. 
‘Fhis is a miftake, ariling frou: fhis circumftance, 
that the purchafer pays attention only to the num- 
ber of thofe arbitrary marks of value which he 
gives, inftead of reckoning the quantity of thofe 
commodities he delivers in exchange. This pro- 
portion, which is the only exaét ane, will make 
him fenfible that the price of negroes hach not 
advanced; fince they are purchafed with the fame 
quantity of thofe commodities as they were inthe 

carlieft 
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earlie!ft times. 


It is the value of money that hath B gt K 
changed, and not that of the unhappy fave. ka 
ALL nations do not fell their flaves in the fame Method of 


i felling the 
manner. The Englihman, who hath promifcu- flaves in 


ouíly bought up whatever prefented itfelf in the — 
general marker, fells his cargo by wholelale. A 
fingle merchant buys it entire ; 


> and the planters 
parcel it our. What they rejećt is fent into fo- 
reign colonies, 


either by {muggling, or with per- 
mifMfion. The cheapnefs of a negro is a greater 


object to the buyer to induce him to purchafe, than 
the badnefs of his conftitution is to deter him from 
it. Thefe traders will one day be convinced of 
the abfurdity of fuch a conduédt. 

THe Portuguefe, Dutch, French and Danes, 
who have no way ot ditpofing of the infirm and 
weakly Raves, never charge themfelves with them 
in Guinea. Fhey all divide their cargoes, 
cording to the demands of 
piantations. 


ac- 
the proprietors of 
The bargain is made for ready mo- 
ney, or for credit, according as the circumftances 
vary. When the terms are fixed for eighteen 
months, as it happens but too often in the French 
colonies, the negro’s labour muft by that time 
have brought in two-thirds of the price paid for 
him. If that does not always happen, it 1s owing 
to particular reafons, the detail of which would 
be fuperfiuous. 
In America it is generally believed and afferted, Dari aoe 
that the Africans are ~~ incapable of reafon i. 
; m nd laves. 
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BOOK and of virtue. The following well-a:ithenticated 
fact will enable us to judge of this opinion. 


An Englifh fhip that traded in Guinea in 1752, 
was obliged to leave the furgeon behind, whole 
bad ftate of health did not permit him to continue 
at iea. Murray, for that was his neme, was there 
endeavouring to recover his health, when a Dutch 
vefiel drew near the coaft, pur the blacks in irons, 
whom curtofity had brought to the fhore, and ir- 
{tantly failed off with their booty. 





THost who interefted themfelves for thefe un- 
happy people, incenfed at fo bafe a treachery, in- 
ftantly ran to Cudcjoc, who ttopped chem arc his 
door, and afked them what they were in tearch 
of. Tbe white man, who is with you, replied they, 
who fhculd be put to death, becaufe his brethren bave 
carried off ours. Tbe Europeans, antwered the ge- 
merous hoft, who bave carried of cur countrymen, 
are barbarians ; kill them whenever yoz can fnd tbem. 
But be who lodges witb me is a geod man, be is my 
Jriend, my boufe is bis fortrejs; I am his foldier, 
and Iwill defend kim. Before you can get at bim, 
you foall pafs over my body. O my friends, what juft 
man would ever enter my doors, if 1 had fuffcred my 
habitation to be ftained with the blood of an innocent 
man? This difcourfe appeafed the rage of the 
blacks: they retired afhamed of the defign that had 
brought them there ; and fome days after acknow- 
ledged to Murrey himfelf, how happy they were 
that they had notccmmitted a crime, which would 
have occafioned them perpetual remorite. 








Tris 
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THis event renders it probable, that the firtBOOK 
; ; XI. 
tmpreffions which the Africans receive inthe new ———~ 
world, determine them either to good or bad ac- 
tions. Repeated experience confirrns the truth of 
this obfervation: thofe who fall to the fhare of a 
humane mafter, willingly efpoufe his intereíts. 
They infenfibly adopt the ipirit and manners of 
the place where they are fixed. ‘This attachment 
is fometimes exalted even into heroifm. A Por- 
tuguefe flave who had fled into the woods, having 
learnt that his old mafter had been taken up for an 
af_laffination, came into the court of juftice, and 
acknowledged himfelf guilty of the fact; let himfelf 
be put in prifon in lieu of his mafter, brought 
falfe, though judicial, proofs of his pretended 
crime, and fuffered death inftead of the guilty per- 
fon. Aétions of a lefs heroical nature, though 
not uncommon, have touched the hearts of lome 
coloniits. Several would readily fay as Sir William 
Gooch, governor of Virginia, when he was blamed 
for returning the falutation of a black: Z ould be 
very forry that a fare fhould be more polite than my/felf. 


Bur there are barbarians, who confidering pity 
as a weaknefs, delight in making their depen- 
dents perpetually fenfible of their tyranny. They 
juftly, however, receive their punifhment in the 
negligence, infidelity, defertion, and fuicide of 
the deplorable viétims of their infatiable avarice. 
Some of thefe unfortunate men, efpecially thofe 
of Mina, courageoufly put an end to their lives, 
undér the firm perfuafion, that they fhall imme- 

diately 
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B O “J K diately after death rife again in their own country, 
eee Which they look upon as the fineft in the world. 


A vindiétive fpirit furnifhes others with refources 
ftill more fatal. Inftruéted from their infancy in 
the arts of poifons, which grow, as it were, un- 
der their hands, they employ them in the deftruc- 
tion of the cattle, the hories, the mules, the com- 
panions of their flavery, and of every living thing 
employed in the cultivation of the lands of their 
opprefiors. In order to remove from themfelves 
all fufpicion, they firft exercife their cruelties on 
their wives, their children, their miftreffes, and on 
every thing that is deareft.to them. In this dread- 
ful proje&t, that can only be the refult of defpair, 
they take the double pleafure of delivering their 
fpecies from a yoke more dreadful than death, and 
of leaving their tyrant in a wretched {tate of mi- 
{f-ry, that is an image of their own condition. 
The fear of punifhment does not check them. 
They are fcarce ever known to have any kind of 
forefight; and they are, moreover, certain of con- 
cealing their crimes, being proof againit tortures. 
By means of one af thoile inexplicable contradic- 
tions of the human heart, though common to all 
people, wirether civilized or not, negroes though 
naturally cowards, give many inftances of an un- 
fhaken firmnefs of ioul. The fame organifation 
which fubjeéts them to fervitude, from the indo- 
lence of their mind, and the relaxation of their 
fibres, infpires them with vigour and unparalleled 
refolution for extraordinary actions, They are 
cowards 
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cowards all their life-time and heroes only for an in- B ey K 
ítant. One of thefe miferable men has been known ——~,—~ 
to cut his wrift off with a ftroke of a hatchet, ra- 
ther than purchafe his liberty, by fubmitting to 
to the vile office of an executioner. 
NotTrHING, however, 1s more miferable than the 
condition of a black, throughout the whole Ame- 
rican Archipelago. A narrow, unwholefome hur, 
without any conveniences, ferves him for a dwell- 
ing. His bed isa hurdle, fitter to put the body to 
torture than to afford it any eafe. Some earthen 
pots, and a few wooden difhes are his furniture. 
The coarfe linen which covers part of his body, 
neither fecures him from the infupportable heats 
of the day, nor the dangerous dews of the night. 
The food he is fupplied with, is caffava, falt beef, 
cod, fruits and roots, which are fcarce able. to 
fupport his miferable exiftence. Deprived of eve- 
ry enjoyment, he is condemned to a perpetual 
drudgery ina burning climate, conftantly under the 
rod of an unfeeling mafter. 
THE condition of thefe flaves, though every 
where deplorable, is fomething different in the 
colonies. Thofe who have very extenfive eftates, 
generally give them a portion of land, to fupply 
them with the neceffaries of life. They are al- 
lowed so employ a part of the Sunday in cultivat- 
ing it, andthe few moments that on other days 
they fpare from the time allotted for their meals. 
In the fmaller ifands, the colonift himfelf furnifhes 
their food, the greateft part of which hath been 
importec 
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BOOK imported by fea from other countries. Ignorance, 

ww avarice, or poverty, have introduced into fome 
colonies, a method of providing for the fubfiftence 
of negroes, equally deitructive both to the men 
and the plantation. They are allowed on Satur- 
day, or fome other day, to work in the neigh- 
bouring plantations, or to plunder them, in order 
to procure a maintenance for the reft of the 
week. 

Besipes thefe differences arifing from the par- 
ticular fituation of the fettlements in the Ame- 
rican iflands, each European nation hath a man- 
ner of treating flaves peculiar to itfelf. “The Spa- 
niards make them the companions of their in- 
dolence; the Portuguefe, the inftruments of their 
debauch ; the Dutch, the victims of their ava- 
rice, the Englifh, who eafily derive their fubfift- 
ence from their eftares on the northern continents 
are lefs attentive ro the management of them than 
any other nations. If they never promote inter- 
marriages among the blacks, they yet receive with 
kindnefs, as the gifts of natu e, thofe children 
that are the produce of lefs reftrained conneétionss 
and feldom exact from the fathers or mothers a 
toil or a cribute above their {trenyth. Slaves, by 
them, are confidered merely as natural productions, 
which ought neither to be ufed, nor deftroyed 
without neceffity ; but they never treat them with 
familiarity ; they never {mile upon them, nor 
fpeak to them. Qne would think they were afraid 
of letting them fufpect, that nature could have 

Piven 
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given any one mark of refemblance betwixt them B p S 
and their Naves. This makes them hate the Eng- WW ~ 
lifh. The French, lefs haughty, lefs difdainful, 
confider the Africans as a fpecies of moral beings ; 
and thefe unhappy men, fenfible of the honour of 
feeing cthemfelves almoft treated like rational crea- 
tures, leem to forget that their matter is impatient 
of making his fortune, that he always exaécts la- 
bours from them above their ftrength, and fre- 
quently lets them want fubfiftence. 

THE opinions of the Europeans have alfo fome 
influence on the condition of the negroes of A- 
merica. The proteftants, who are not actuated 
by a defire of makirg profelytes, fuffer them to 
live in Mohammeditm, orin that idolatry in which 
they were .dorn, under a pretence, that it would be 
injurious to keep their 4rethrenin Chrif?f ina {tate of 
flavery. The catholics think themfelves obliged to 
give them fome inftruction, and to baptize them, 
but thei: charity extends no further than rhe bare 
ceremonies of a baptilm, which 1s wholly utelefs 
and unneceflary to men who read noc the pains of 
hell, to which, they tay, they are acculftumed in 
this life. 

AHE torments they experience in their flavery, 
and the diforders to which they are liable in Ame- 
"rica, both contribute to render them infenfible to 
the dread of future punifhrmment. I hey are parti- 
cularly ftubjeét to two difeaics, the yaws, and a 
complaint that affects their :tomach. The frft 
effect of this lait diforcer is, tu turn their fkin and 

Corm- 
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B pe K complexion to an olive colour. Their tongue be- 
—— comes white, and they are overpowered by fuch a 
defire of fleeping that they cannot refitt: they 
grow faint, and are incapable of the leaft exercife. 
Ic isa languor, and a general relaxation of the whole 
miachine. In this fituation they are in fuch a ftate 
ot defpondency, that they tuffer themfelves to be 
knocked down rather than walk. The loathing 
which they have of mild and wholefome feod, is 
attended witha kind of rage for every thing that is 
falced or fpiced. Their legs fwell, their breath is 
obftructed, and few of them turvive this diforder, 
The greateft part die of tuffocation, after having 
fuffered and languifhed for feveral months. 

Tue thicknefs of their blood, which appears to 
be the fource of thefe diforders, may proceed from 
feveral caufes. One of the principal, is, undoubted- 
ly, the melancholy which muft feize thefe men who 
are violently torn away from their country, are fet- 
tered like criminals, who findthemfelvesallon a fuda 
den on the fea, where they continue for two months 
or fix weeks, and who, from the midft of a beloved 
family, pafs under the yoke of an unknown people, 
from whom they expect the moft dreadful punifh- 
ments. <A {pecies of food, new to them, and dif- 
agreeable in itfelf, difgufts them in their paffage. 
At their arrival in the iflands, the provifions that 
are diftributed to them, are neither good in qua- 
lity, nor fufficientto fupport them. To complete 
their mifery, feveral among them have contracted 
in Africa, the habit of eating a certain kind of 

earths 
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earth, which gratified their tafte, without beine inBOO F 
the leaft hurtful to them: they feek for fometching ieee 
that reiembles this, and chance has thrown in their 
way a {oft ftone of a deep yellow, which totally 
{poils their tomach. 

THe yaws, which is the fecond diforder pecu- 
liar to negroes, diicovers itfelf by blotches that are 
dry, hard, callous, and round, fometimes covered 
by the fkin, but moft commonly ulcerated, and 
fprinkled, as it were, with a whitifh flower inter- 
mixed with yellow. “The yaws have been con- 
founded with the venereal difeafe, becaufe the 
fame remedy is proper for both. This opinion, 
though pretty general, has lefs to fupport it, than 
at farft Gght it appears to have. 

ALL the negroes, as well male as female, who 
come from Guinea, or are born in the iflands, 
have the yaws once in their lives: it is a difeafe 
they muft neceffarily país through; but there is 
no inftance of any of them being attacked with it 
a fecond time, after having been radically cured. 
The Europeans feidom or never catch this difor- 
der, notwithftanding the frequent and daily con- 
mection which they have with the negro women. 
Thefe women fuckle the children of the white peo- 
ple, but do not give them the yaws. How is it poili- 
ble to reconcile thefe faéts, which are incontettible, 
with the 1yttemwhich phy Scians feem to haveadopt- 
ed with regard to the nature of the yaws ? Can it 
not be allowed, that the femen, the blood, and {kin 


of the negroes, are fufceptibJe of a virus peculiar to 
their 
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BOOK their fpecies? The caufe of this diforder, per- 

———— haps, is owing to that which occafions their colour : 
one difference is naturally productive of another: 
and there is no being or quality that exiits abio- 
lutelw detached from others in nature. 

Bur whatever this diforder may be, it is evident 
from the moft accurate anda undeniable calculati- 
ons, that there dies every year in America, the 
feventh part of the blacks that are imported thither 
from Guinea. Fourteen hundred thoufand un- 
happy beings, who are now in the European colo- 
nies of the new world, are the unfortunate remains 
of nine millions of flaves that have been conveyed 
thither. This dreadful deftrucétion cannot be the 
effect of the climate, which is nearly the fame as 
that of Africa, much lefs of the diforders, to which, 
in the opinion of all obfervers, but few fall a facri- 
fice. It muft originate from the manner in which 
thefe fiaves are governed : and might not an error 
of this nature be correéted ? 

a et Tue firt ftep necéffary in this reformation 
the condi- would be to attend minutely to the natural and 
faves moral ftate of man. Thofe who go to purchafe 
ee blacks on the coafts of favage nations; thote who 
more fup- convey them to America, and efpecially thofe who 
portable. 7 å 5 ‘ 
direét their labours, often think themfelves oblig- 
ed, from their fituation, and frequently too for the, 
fake of their own fafety, to opprefs thefe wretched 
men. ‘The foul of theie managers of faves, loft 
to all fenfe of compaffion, is ignorant of every mo- 


tive to enforce obedience, but thofe of fear or feve- 
rity, 
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rity, and thefe they exercife with all the harfhnefs ® gi ny K 


Of a temporary authority. lf the proprietors GF heen 
plantations would ceaie to regard the care of their 

Naves, as an occupation beiow thern, and con fi- 

der it as an office to which irt ts their duty to at- 

tend, they would foon difcard thefe errors that 

arife from a {pirit of cruelty. The hiftory of all 
mankind would fhew them, that in order to ren- 

der flavery uieful, it is, at leaft neceflary to mak 
it eafy ; that force does not prevent the rebellion 
of the mind; thar it is the mafter’s intereft that 
the flave fhould be attached to life, and that no- 
thing is to be expected from him the moment that 
he no longer fears to die. 

THis principle of enlightened reafon, derived 
from the fentiments of humanity, would contri- 
bute to the reformation of feveral abufes. Men 
would acknowledge the neceffity of lodgings 
cloathing, and giving proper food to beings con- 
demned to the moft painful bondage that ever has 
exited tince the infamous origin of flavery. They 
would be fenfible that it is naturally impoffible 
that thofe who reap no advantage from their own 
labours, can have the fame underftanding, the 
fame ceconomy, the fame activity, the fame ftrength 
as the man who enjoys the produce of his induftry. 
That political moderation would gradually take 
place, which confifts in lefiening of labour, alle- 
viating punifhmentr. and rendering to man part 
of his rights, in order to reap with greater cer- 
tainty the benefit of thofe Cuties that are impofed 

Vor. III G g upon 
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BOOK upon him. The prefervation of a great number 

Jef flaves, whom diforders occafioncd by vexa- 
tion or regret, deprive the colonies of, would be 
the natural confequence of fo wife a regulation. 
Far from aggravating the yoke that opprefies 
them, every kind of attention fhould be given to 
make it eafy, and to diffipate even the idea of it, 
by favouring a natural taíte that feems peculiar to 
the negroes. 

THEIR organs are extremely fenfible of the 
powers of mufic. Their ear is fo true, that in 
their dances, the time of a fong makes them {pring 
up a hundred at once, ftriking the earth at the 
{fame inftant. Enchanted, as it were, with the 
voice of a finger, or the tone of a ftringed in- 
ftrumentr, a vibration of the air is the {fpirit that 
aétuates all the bodies of thefe men: a found agi- 
tates, tranfports, and throws them into extafies. 
In their common labours, the motion of their 
arms, or of their feet, is always in cadence. At 
all their employments they fng, and ieem always 

as if they were dancing. Miufic animates their 
courage, and rouzes them from their indolence. 
The marks of this extreme fenfibility to harmony, 
are vilable in all the mufcles of their bodies, which 
are always naked. Poets and muficians by nature, 
they make the words fubfervient to the mufic, by 
a licence they arbitrarily affume of lengthening or 
fhortening them, in order to accommodate them 
to an air that pdeafes them. Whenever any ob- 
ject or incident ftrikes a negro, he inftantly makes 

it 
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it the fubject of a fong. In all ages this has beenBQ OF 
the origin of poetry. Three or four words, which —__-—~ 
are alternately repeated by the finger and the ge- 
neral chorus, fometimes conftitute the whole poem. 
Five or fix bars of mufic compofe the whole length 
of the fong. A circumitance that appears fingu- 
lar, is, that the fame air, though merely a conti- 
nual repetition of the fame tones, takes entire 
pofleMion of them, makes them work or dance 
for feveral hours: neither they, nor even the 
white men, are difgufted with that tedious unifor- 
mity which thete repetitions might naturally occa- 
fion. This particular attachment is owing to the 
warmth and expreffion which they introduce into 
their fongs. Their airs are generally double time. 
None of them tend to infpire them with pride. 
Thofe intended to excite tenderneis, promote ra- 
ther a kind of languor. Even thofe which are 
moft lively, carry in them a certain expreffion of 
melancholy. This is the higheit entertainment to 
minds of great fenfib:lity. 
So ftrong an incnnation for mufic might become 
a powerful motive of action under the direction 
fkillful hands. Feftivals, games and rewards mighe 
on this account be eftablifhed among them. Thele 
amufements, conducted with judgment, would 
prevent that ftupidity fo common among flaves, 
eafe their labours, and preferve them from that 
conftant melancholy which confumes them, and 
fhortens their days. After having provided for 
the prefervation of the blacks exported from Afri- 
Gge2 ca, 
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BOOK ca, the welrare of thofe who are born in the 
ae ifands themfelves would then be confidered. 

Tre negroes are not averfe from the propaga- 
tion of their fpecies even in the chains of flavery. 
Buc it is the cruelty of their matters which hath 
effectually prevented them from complying with 
this great end of nature. Such hard labour is re- 
quired from negro women, both before and after 
their pregnancy, that their children are either 
abortive, or live but a {hort time after delivery. 
Mothers, rendered defperate by the punifhments 
which the weaknefs of their condition occafions 
them, {natch fometimes their children from the 
cradle, in order to ftrangie them in their arms» 
and facrifice them with a fury mingled with a fpi- 
rit of revenge and compaffion, that they may nor 
become the property of their cruel matters. This 
barbarity, the horror of which mutt be wholly 
imputed tothe Europeans, will, perhaps, convince 
them of their error. TVheir fenfibilicy will be 
rouzed, and engage them to pay a greater attention 
to their true interefts. They wiil find that by com- 
mictting fuch outrages again{t humanity, they in- 
jure themtelves ; and if they do not become the 
benefactors of their flaves, they will at leaft ceafe 
to be their executioners. 

THuey will, perhaps, retolve to fet free thot 
mothers who fhall have brought up a confiderable 
number of children to the age of fix years. The 
allurements of Ivberty are the moft powerful chat 
can influence the human heart. The negro wo- 
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men, animated by the hope of fo great a biciling, 
to which all would afpire, and few would be able 
to obtain, would make negleét and infamy be 
fucceeded by a virtuous emulation to bring up 
children, whote number and preiervation would 
fecure to them freedom and tranquility. 

Arter having taken wile meafures not to Ge- 
prive their plantations of thole fuccours arifings 
from the extraordinary fruitfulnefs of the negro 
women ; they will attend to the care of conducting 
and extending cultivation by means of population, 
and without foreign expedients. Every thing in- 
vites them to eitablifh this eaty and natural jiy{tem. 

THERE are fome powers, whofe fertlements in 
the American iles, every day acquire extent, and 
there are none whole manual labour does not con- 
tinually increafe. TI hefe lands, therefore, con. 
ftantly require a greater number of hands to clear 
them. Africa, where all Furopeans go to recruit 
the population of their colonics, gradually fur- 
nifhes them with fewer men, and fupplies them at 
the fame time wira worte flaves, and ata higher 
price. This fource for the obtaining flaves, will 
be gradually more and more exhautted. But were 
this change in trade as chimerical, as it feems to 
be not far diftanrc, it is neverrhelefs certain that a 
great number or flaves, drawn out of a remote 
egion, perifh in their pafflage, or in the new 
world; and that when they come to America they 
are fold at a very advanced price; that there are 
few of them whofe natural term of life is not 
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BOOK fhortened ; and that the greater part of thofe who 
WW attain a wretched old age, are extremely ignorant, 
and being accuftomed from their infancy to idle- 
nefs, are frequently very unfit for the employ- 
ments to which they are dellined, and are tn a 
continual ftate of defpondency, on account of 
their being feparated from their country. If we 
are not mittaken in our opinion, cultivators born 
in the American iflands themfelves, always breath- 
ing their native air, brought up without any other 
expence than what confifts in a cheap food, habi- 
tuated in early life to labour by their own parents, 
endowed with a fuficient fhare of underftanding, 
or a fingular aptitude for all the ufeful arts; fuch 
cultivators cannot but be preferable to flaves that 
have been fold and live ina perpetual exile and 
reftraint. 

Tue method of fubftituting in the place of fo- 
reign negroes thofe of the colonies themfelves, is 
very obvious. It wholly confifts in fuperintending 
the black children that are born in the iflands, in 
confining to their workhoutes that multitude of 
flaves, who carry about with them their worthleft- 
nefs, their licentioufnefs, and the luxury and in- 
folence of their mafters, in all the towns and ports 
of Europe ; but above all, in requiring of naviga- 
tors who frequent the African coafts, that they 
fhould form their cargo of an equal number ot 
men and women, or even of a majority of wo- 
men, during fome years, in order to reduce that 
difproportion which obtains between the two fexes. 

‘Tris 
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Truis lait precaution, by putting the pleafures Ë 0.0 & 
of love within the reach of all the blacks, would —-——~ 


contribute to their eaie and multiplication. “Vhefe 
unhappy men, forgetting the weight of their 
chains, would with traniporte ice themiclves live 
again in their chlddren. The majority of them 
are faithful, even to death, to thofe negro women 
whom love and avery have affigned to them for 
their companions; they treat them with that com- 
paffion which the wretched mutually derive from 
one another even in the rigour of their condition ; 
they comfort them under the load of their em- 
ployments, they fympathize, at leaft, with them, 
when, through excefs of labour, or want of food, 
the mother can only offer her child a breaft that is 
dry, or bathed in her tears. The women, on 
their parr, though tied down to no reftrictions of 
chaftiry, are fixed in their attachments; provided 
that the vanity of being beloved by white people 
does not render them inconftant. Unhappily this 
is a temptation to infidelity, to which they have 
too cfren opporti nities to yield. 

Tuose who have inquired into the caufes of this 
talte for black women, which appears to be fo de- 
praved in the Europeans, have found it to arife 
from the nature of the climate, which under the 
torrid zone irreGiflibly excites men to the pleafures 
of love; the facility of gratifying this iniur- 
mountable inclination without reftraint, and with- 
out the trouble of a long purfuit; from a Certain 
captivating attraction of beauty, difcoverable in 
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blaciz women, as foon as cufiom hath once recon- 


WV Ciled the eye to their colour; but principally from 


Slavery is 
entirely re- 
eT to 
1umanity, 
reaion and 
juftice. 


a warmth or confiitution, which gives them the 
power of inipiring and returning the moft ardent 
tranfports. Thus they revenge themtelves, as it 
were, for the humiliating detpondence of their 
condition, by the violent and immoderate paffions 
which they excite in their mafters ; nor do our la- 
dies, in Europe, poffefs in a more exalc-d degree 
the art of wafting and running out large fortunes 
than the negro women. Bur thote of Africa have 
the fuperioriry over thole of Europe, In the real 
paffion they have for the men who purchate them. 
The happy difcovery and prevention of confpira- 
cies that would have deftroyed all their cppreffors 
by the hands of their flaves, hath been often ow- 
ing to the faithful attachment of these negro wo- 
men. The double tyranny of thefe unworthy 
ufurpers of the eftates and liberty of tuch a nuni- 
ber of people, deferved, doubtlefs, fuch a pu- 
nifhment. 

We will not here fo far debafe ourfelves as to 
enlarge the ignominious lit of thole writers who 
devote their abilities to jultify by policy what mo- 
raliry condemns. In an age where fo many errors 
are boldly laid open, it would be unpardonable 
to conceal any truth that is interefting to huma- 
nity. If whatever we have hitherto advanced 
hath feemingly tended only to alleviate the 
burden of flavery, the reafon is, that 1t was 


Gr neceMfary to give fome comfort ta thofe von- 
happy 
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happy beings, whom we cannot fet free; andBOOK 
convince their oppreffors that they are cruel to u=, > 
the prejudice of their real interefts. Burt, in the 

mean time, until fome confiderable revolution fhall 

make the evidence of this great truth felt, it may 

not be improper to purfue this fubjeét further. 

Wee fhall then firft prove, that there is no reafon 

of itate that can authorife flavery. We fhall not be 

afraid to cite to the tribunal of realon and juftice 

thole governments which tolerate this cruelty, or 

which even are nor afhamed to make it the bafis 

of their power. 

MIonTESQUIEU could not prevail upon himfelf 
to treat the queftion concerning flavery in a ferious 
light. In reality it is degrading reafon to employ 
it, I will not fay in defending, but even in refut- 
ing an abufe fo repugnant to it. Whoever jufti- 
fies fo odious a fyftem, deferves the utmott con- 
tempt from a philofopher, and from the negroa 
{tab with his dagger. 

Ir you touch me, faid Claria to Jlovelace, that 
moment I kill tmytelf; and I would fay to him, 
who attempted to deprive me of my liberty, it 
you approach me, I will ftab vou. In this cafe, 
I fhould reafon better than Claria ; becaufe, de- 
fending my liberty, or, which is the fame thing, 
my life, is my primary duty, to regard that of 
another, is only a fecondary confideration ; and if 
all other circumftances were the fame, the death 
of a criminal is more conformakle co juftice than 
that of an innocent perfon. 
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E s Witt it be faid, that he who wants to make 

—— h me a ave does me no injury, but that he only 
makes ufe of his rights? Where are thote righ-s? 
Who hath ftamped upon them fo tacred a character 
as to filence mine? From nature I hold the right 
of {celf-defence ; nature, therefore, has not given 
to another the right of attacking me. If thou 
thinkeit thyfelf authorifed to opprefs me, becaufe 
thou art ftronger and more ingenious than I am, 
do not complain if my vigorous arm fhall plunge 
a dagger into thy breaft; do not complain, when 
in thy tortured entrails thou fhalt feel the pangs 
ef death conveyed by poifon into thy food: I am 
ftronger and more ingenious than thou: fall a vic- 
tim, therefore, in thy turn; and expiate the crime 
of having been an opprefior. 

He who fupports the fyftem of flavery is the 
enemy of the whole human race. He divides it 
into two focieties of legal affaffins; the oppreffors 
and the oppreffed. It is the fame thing as pro- 
claiming to the world, if you would preferve your 
life, inftantly take away mine, for I want to have 
yours. 

Bur the right of flavery, you fay, extends only 
to the right of labour and the privation of liberty, 
not of life. What! does not the matter, who 
difpofes of my ftrength at his pleafure, likewife 
difpofe of my life, which depends on the volun- 
tary and proper ule of my faculties? What is ex- 
iítence to him, who has not the difpofal of it? I 
I cannot kill my Aave; but I can make him bleed 

unde: 
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under the whip of an executioner, I can over- BOO 
whelm him with forrows, drudgery and want; I ———' 


can injure him every way, and iecretly undermine 
the principles and fprings of his life; I can fmo- 
ther by flow punifhments, the wretched infant 
which a negro woman carries in her womb. Thus 
the laws protect the flave againft a violent death, 
only to leave to my cruelty the right of making 
him die by degrees. 

Ler us proceed a {tep further: the right of 
Mavery is that of perpetrating all forts of crimes: 
thote crimes which invade property ; for flaves are 
mot fuffered to have any even in their awn per- 
fons : thote crimes which deftroy perfonal fafety 3; 
for the fave may be facrificed to the caprice of 
his matter: thole crimes which make modefly 
fhudder..— My blood rifes at thefe horrid images. 
I deteft, I abhor the human fpecies, made up ouii- 
ly of victims and executioners, and if it is never 
to become better, may it be annihilated ! 

Furtrper, that [ may difclofe without referve 
my fentiments On this ftubjeét. Cartouche, the 
highwayman, fitting at the foot of a tree in a deep 
foreft, calculating the profits and loffes of his rob- 
beries, the rewards and pay of his affociates, and 
adjuiting with them the ideas of proportion and 
diftributive juftice,; this Carrouche is not a very 
different character from that of the privateer, 
who, reclined on his counter, with his pen in his 
hand, fettles the number of attacks which he can 
order to be made on the coats of Guinea; who 

de. 
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B pny K deliberately examines how many firelocks each 
wen Nearo will cofit him, in order to fupport the war 
which is to furnifh him with Naves ; how many 
iron fetters to confine him aboard ; how many 
whips to make him work : how much each drop 
of blood will be worth to him with which each 
negro will water his plantation: if the black wo- 
man will contribute more to his eftate by the la- 
bours of hen hands, or by thote of bearing chil- 
dren ?— What think you of this parallel ?— The 
highwayman attacks you, and takes your money. 
the trader carries off even your perfon. The one 
invades the rights of fociety, the other, thofe of 
mature. This certainly is the truth; and if there 
exited a religion which authorifed, which tole- 
rated, even by its filence, fuch enormities 3; if, 
moreover, occupied by idle or faétious queftions;, 
it did not eternally denounce vengeance againft 
the authors or inftruments of this tyranny ; if it 
made it criminal for a fave to break his bonds; if 
it did not expel the unjulft judge who condemns 
the fugitive to death; if fuch a religion exifted, 
its minifters ought to be maffiacred under the ruins 
of their altars. 

But thefe negroes, fay they, are a race of men 
born for flavery,; their -difpofitions are narrow, 
treacherous, and wicked ; they themfelves allow 
the fuperioricy of our underftandings, and almoft 
acknowledge the juftice of our authority. 

‘THE minds of the negroes are contra¢ted; be- 
caule Mavery deftroys all the iprings of the foul. 

They 
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oblig tion to fpeak truth to their tyrants. They 
acknowledge the fuperiority of our underitand- 
ings; becaufe we have abuied their Ignorance : 
they allow the juiiice of our authority, becauic 
we have abufed their weaknefs. Fomoyght cs well 
fay, that the Indians are a fpecies of men born to be 
crufhed to death ; becauie there are fanatics among 
them, who throw thenelves under the wheeis 
of their idol’s car before the tempie of Jzguernac. 

But thefe negroes, it is further urged, were 
born flaves. Barbarians, will you perfuade me, 
that a man can be the property of a fovercign, a 
fon the property of a father, a wite the pronzrty ct 
a hufband, a domeitic the property of a matter, 
a negro the property of a planter P 
But theie Naves have foid themfelves. Could a 
man ever by compact, or by an cath perinit an- 
other to ule and abufe kim? If he affenteuwt to this 
compaćt, or confirmed it by an oath, tc waz in a 
traniporr of ignorance cr folly ; and he is relratect 
from it. the moment thet he either knows him- 
felf, or his reaicn returns. 

But they hed been taken in war. What dos 
this Ganmiry to you? Suffer the conoweror to mike 
what ill ufe he pleafes of his own viciory. Why 
do you make yourtelve: his accomplices ? 

But they were criminals condemned in theircaitn- 
try to avery. WYho was it that condemned theni? 
Ho you not knew, that in a defpotic ftare thore 
ts no criminal bur the tyrant. 
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They are wicked; bur not fufficicntly fo with you. 5 Os? = 
They are treacherous, becaufe they are under no w—-— 
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THe fubject of an abiolute prince is the fame 








XI. ; f 
ER ae the Nave in a ítate repugnant to nature. Every 
thing that contributes to keep a man in fùch 

a ftate is an attempt againit his perion. Every 


power which fixes him to the tyranny of one man, 
is the power of his enemies: and all thofe who 
are about him are the authors or abettors of this 
violence. His mother, who taught him the firít 
leffons of obedience ; his neighbour, who fet him 
the example of it ; his fuperiors, who compelled 
him into this ftate ; and his equals, who led him 
into it by their opinion: all thefe are the miunifters 
and inflruments of tyranny. “(Che tyrant can do 
nothing of himfelf; he is only the firft mover 
of thofe efforts which all his fubjects exert to their 
own mutual oppreffion. Hie keeps them in a ftate 
of perpetual war, which renders robberies, trea- 
fons, afiaffinations lawful. Thus, like the blood 
which flows in his veins, all crimes originate from 
his heart, and return thither as to their primary 
fource. Caligula ufed to fay, that if the whole 
human race had but one head, he fhould have 
taken pleafure in cutting it off. Socrates would 
have faid, that if all crimes were heaped upon 
one head, that. fhould be the one which ought to 
be ftruck off. 

Let us, therefore, endeavour to make the lighr 
of reafon and the fentiments of nature take place 
of the blind terocity of our anceftors. Let us 
break the bonds-of fo many victims to our merce- 


nary principles, fhould we even be obliged to dil- 
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card a commerce which is founded only on injuf. OO ® 
tice, and whofe objeét is luxury. bier all 

Bur even this is not necefflary. There is no 

occafion to give up thofe conveniencies which 
cuftom hath fo much endeared to us. We may 
draw them from our colonies, without peopling 
them with flaves. T hefe productions may be cul- 
tivated by the hands of freemen, and then be 
reaped without remorfe. 
Tre iflands are filled with blacks, whofe fetters 
have been broken. They fucceffively clear the 
{mall plantations that have been given them, or 
which they have acquired by their induftry. Such 
of thefe anhappy men, as fhneuld recover their 
independence, would live in quiet upon the fame 
manual labours, that would be then free and 
advantageous to them. ‘The vaffals of Denmark, 
who have lately been made free, have not aban- 
doned their ploughs. 

Is ic then apprehended, that the facility of ac- 
quiring fubfiftence Without labour on a foil nartu- 
rally fertile, and of difpenfing with the want of 
cloaths, would plunge thefe men in idleneisr 
Why then do not the inhabitants of Europe con- 
fine themitelves to fuch labours as are of indif- 
penfable neceffity ? Why do they exhauift their 
powers in laborious employments which tend only 
to the feniual gratifications of a frivolous imagi- 
mation ? There are amongift us a thoufand profef- 
ions, fome more laborious than others, which 
owe their origin to our initicutions. Human laws 

have 
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BOOK have given rile to a variety of tactitious wants, 

eee Which otherwile would never have had an exiit- 
ence. By difpoGing of every ipecies of property 
according to their capricious inititutions, they have 
f{ubjected an infinite number of people to the im- 
perious will of their fellow-creatures, fo far as 
even to make them fing and dance for fubhftence. 
We have amonegit us beings, formed lke our- 
felves, who have confented to inter themfelves un- 
der mountains, to furnifh us with metals and with 
copper, perhaps to poifon us: why do we ima- 
gine that the negroes are lefs dupes and lefs foolifh 
than the Europeans ? 

AT the time that we gradually confer liberty 
on thefe unhappy beings as a reward for their 
ceconomy, their good behaviour, and their indui- 
try, we muft be careful to fubjeét them to our 
laws and mianners, and to offer them our fuper-- 
fluities. We muft give them a country, give them 
interefts to ftudy, productions to cultivate, and 
an objeét adequate to their reipective tattes, and 
our colonies will never want Mands, which being 
eafed of their chains, will be more active and 
rooutt. 

In order to overturn the whole fy{tem of Aave- 
ry, which is fupported by paMions fo univerfal, 
by laws fo authentic, by the emulation of fuch 
powerful nations, by prejudices {till more power- 
ful, to what tribunal fhall we refer the caufe of 
humanity, which fo many menare in confederacy 
to betray ? Sovereigns of the earth, you alone can 

bring 
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bring about this revolution. If you do not iportB OOK 
with the rell of mortals, if you do not regard the XI. 
power of kines as the right of a tuccetsful plon oe 
der, and the obedience of íubjećts as arttully ob- 
tained from their ignorance, refleét on your own 
obligations. Refufe the fanétion of your autho- 

rity to the infamous and criminal trafic of men 
turned into fo many herds of cattle, and this trade 

will ceafe. For once unite, for the happinefs of 

the world, thole powers and defigns which have 

been fo often exerted for its ruin. If fome one 
among you would venture to found the expec- 
tation of his opulence and grandeur on the gene- 
rofity of all the reit; he inftantly becomes an ene- 

my of mankind, who ought to be dettroyed. You 

may carry fire and {word into his territories. Your 
armies will foon be infpired with the fiacrecd en- 
thuGafm of humanity. You will then pe-ccive 

what difference virtue makes between men who 
fuccour the oppreffed, and mercenaries who derve 
tyrants. 

Bur what am -I fying ? Let the ineffectual calls 
of humanity bë no longer pleaded with the peo- 
ple and their matters: perhaps, they have never 
been attended to in any public trantactions. if then, 
ye mations of Europe, intereitt alone can exert its 
influence over you, liften to me once more. Your 
iinves ftand in no need either of your generofity 
or your couniels, in order to break the facrile- 
gious yoke of their oppreffion.. Nature fpeaks a 
more powerful language than philofophy, or in- 


VoL. III, H h terceít. 
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B O O K tere. Some white people already mafiacred, 
XI. have expiated a part of our crimes ; already have 
=~ two colonies of fugitive negroes been eftablifhed, 
to whom treaties and power give a perfect fecu- 
rity from your attempts. Porfon hath at different 
times been the inftrument of their vengeance. 
Several have eluded your oppreffion by a volun- 
tary death. Thefe enterprites are fo many incaica- 
tions of the impending ftorm,; and the negroes 
only want a chief, fufficiently courageous, to lead 
them to vengeance and flaughter. 

WHERE is this great man to be found, whom 
nature, perhaps, owes to the honour of the hu- 
man fpecies ? Where is this new Spartacus, who 
will not find a Craffus ? Then will the 4/ack code be 
no more ; and the white code will be a dreadful 
one, if the conqueror only regards the right of 
reprifals. 

Tixrt this revolution takes places, the negroes 
groan under the yoke of oppreffion, the defcrip- 
tion of which cannot but intere t us more and more 
in their deftiny. 

Laboursof ‘“IHE foil of the American iflands hath little refem- 
mene blance to ours. Its produétions are very diffe- 
rent, as well as the manner of cultivating them. 
Except fome pot-herbs, nothing is fown there 3 
every thing is planted. 

Tospacco being the firt produétion that was 
cultivated, as its roots do not itrike deep, and the 
leaft injury deftroys them, a fimple harrow was 
only employed to prepare the Iands which were 


tO 
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tO receive it, and to extirpate the noxious weedsBOoO K 
which would have choaked it. This cuftom ftill XI. 


prevails. ae 


WHEN more troublefome cultures began to be 
attended to, which were more delicate, the hoe 
«was made ule of to work and weed ; but it was 
not employed over the whole extent of ground 
that was to be cultivated. It was thought fufh- 
cient to dig a hole for the reception of the plant. 

Tue inequality of the ground, moit commonly 
full of hillocks, probably gave rife to this cuftom. 
Ic might be apprehended, that the rains, which 
always fall in torrents, fhould deftroy, by the ca- 
vities they make, the land that had been turned 
up. Indolence, and the want of means at the 
time of the firft fertlements extended this practice 
to the moft level plains, and cuftom, which no 
one ever thought of deviating from, gave a fanction 
to it. At length fome planters, who were adven- 
turous enough to difcard former prejudices, thought 
of ufing the plough. and It 1s probable, that this 
method will become general wherever it fhall be 
found practicable. It “has every circumftance in 
its favour that can make it defirable. 

ALL the lands of the iflands were virgin lands, 
when the Europeans undertook to clear them. 
The firit that were occupied, have for along time 
yielded lefs produce than they did in the begin- 
ning. Thofe which have been fucceffively clear- 
ed, are likewife more or lefs exhaufted, 1n pro- 


portion to the period of their firit cultivation, 
Fi h 2 W brat 
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Boo K Whatever their fertility at frt might have been, 

xır. they all lofe it in procets of time, and thev will foor 

———4 ceale to requite the labours of thole who cultivate 
them, if art is not exerted to affift nature. 

Ir is a principle of agriculture generally ad- 
mitted by naturalitts, that che earth becomes fer- 
tile only in proportion as it can receive the influ- 
ence of the air, and of all thofe meteors which 
are direéted by this powerful agent, fuch as fogs, 
dews, and rains. Continual labour can only pro- 
cure this advantage co it: the iflands in particu- 
lar conftantly require it. The wet feafon muft 
be chofen for turning up the ground, the drynefs 
of which would be an impediment to fertility. 
Ploughing cannot be attended with any inconve- 
mience in lands that are level. One might pre- 
vent the danger of having fhelving grounds de- 
ftroyed by ftorms, by makingfurrows tranfvertely, 
on a line that fhould crofs that of the fope of the 
hillocks. If the declivity were fo fteep that the 
cultivated grounds could be carried away, notwith- 
ftanding the furrows, {mall dratns, fomething 
deeper might be added for the fame purpofe at par- 
ticular diftances, which would partly break the 
force and velocity that the fteepnefs of the hills 
adds to the fall of heavy rains. 

Tue utility of the plough would not be merely 
limited to the producing a greater portion of the 
vegetable juice in plants; it would make their 
produce the more certain. The iflands are tne re- 
gions of infeéts their multiplication there is fa- 

voured 
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voured by a conftant heat, and one race fucceeds BO O K 
another without interruption. “The extenfive ra- K 
vages they make are well known. Frequent and ~~~ 7 
fucceffive ploughing would check the progrefs of 
this devouring race, difturb their reproduction, 
would kill great numbers of them, and deftroy 
the greateft part of their eggs. Perhaps this ex- 
pedient would not be fufficient againf{t the rats 
which fhips have brought from Europe into Ame- 
rica, where they have increafed to that degree, 
that they often deftroy one third of the crops. 
The induftry of flaves might alfo be made ufe of, 
and their vigilance might be encouraged by fome 
gratification. 

Tae ufe of the plough would probably intro- 
duce the cuftom of manuring ; it is already known 
on the greateft part of the coait. The manure 
there in ufe is called varech, a kind of fea plant, 
which when ripe, is detached from the water, and 
driven on the ftrand by the motion of the waves: 
it is very produétive of fertility, but if employed 
without previous preparation, it communicates to 
the fugar a sdifagreeable bitternefs, which mutt 
arife from che falts that are impregnated with oily 
particles abounding in fea plants. Perhaps, in or- 
der to take off this bitter tafte, it would only be 
neceffary to burn the plant and make ufe of the 
afhes. The falts being by this operation detached 
from the oily particles, and tricurated by vegeta- 
tion, would circulare more freely in the fugar-cane, 
and impart to it purer juices. 


ri nh. Tur 
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BOOK THE interior parts of this country have not till 

xI. larely been dunged. Neceffity will make this 

— vw" practice become more general; and in time the 

foil of America will be affifted by the fame me- 

thods of cultivation as the toil of Ifurope ; but 

with more difficulty. In the iflands where herds 

of cattle are not io numerous, and where there is 

feldom the convenience of ftables, it is nece(fTary 

to have recourfe to other kinds of manure, and 

multiply them as much as poffible, in order to 

compentate the quality by the. quantity. The 

ereatef{t refource will always be found inthe weeds, 

from which ufeful plants muft be conftantly freed. 

Thefe mut be collecied together in heaps, and 

left to putrify. The colonifts who cultivate coffee, 

have fet the example of this practice ; but with 

that degree of indolence which the heat of the 

climate occafions in all manual labour. A pile of 

weeds 1s heaped up at the bottom of the coffee 

trees, without regarding whether tchefe weeds, 

which they do not even take the trouble of cover- 

ing with earth, heat the tree, in@ harbour the in- 

feéts that prey upon ıt. They hive been equally 
negligent in the management of their cattle. 

ALL the dometftic quadrupeds of Europe were 
imported into America by the Spaniards; and it 
is from their fettlements that the colonies cf other 
nations have been fupplied. Excepting hogs, which 
are found to thrive beft in countries abounding 
with aquatic produédticns, infeéts and reptiles, and 
are become larger and better tafted, all thefe ani- 

mals 
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mals have degenerated, and the few that remainB OOK 
in the iands, are very imall. Though the bad- > a A 
neis of the climate may contribute fomething to ~~ 
this degeneracy, the want of care 
the principal caufe. They always lie in the open 
feld. They never have either bran or oats given 
them, and are at grafs the whole year. The co- 
lonifts have not even the attention of dividing the 
meadows into feparate portions, in order to make 
their cattle to pafs from one into the other. They 
always feed on the fame fpor, without allowing the 
gralis time to fpring up again. Such paftures can 
only produce weak and watery juices. Too quick 
a vegetation prevents them from being properly 
ripened. Hence the animals, deftined for the 
food of man, afford only fiefh that is tough and 
flabby. 

THOSE animals, which are referved for labours 
do but very little fervice. The oxen draw bute 
light loads, and that not all day long. They-are 
always four in number. They are not yoked by 
the head, but by ihe neck, after the Spanith cuf- 
tom. They are not ftimulated by the goad, but 
driven by a whip ; and are directed by two drivers. 

WHEN the roads do not allow the ufe of car- 
riages, mules are employed inftead of oxen. Thefe 
are faddled after a fimpler method than in Europe, 
but much inferior to it in ftrength. A mat is fixed 
on their back, to which two hooks are fufpended 
on each fide, the firft that are cafually met with in 
the woods. Thus equipped, they carry, at moft, 

Heh «é half 





is, perhaps, 
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Boo kK half the weight that F.uropean horfes can bear, 
XI. and go over but half the ground in the fame timc. 
-= Tae pace of their hories is not fo flow: they 
have prelerved fomething of the fleetnefs, fire, 
and docility of thoie of Andalufia, from which 
they derived their pedigree, but their {trengech is 
not aniwerable to their fpirit. Ie is neceffary to 
breed a great number of them, in order to oktain 
that fervice from them which might be had from a 
imaller number in Europe. Three or tour of 
them mutt be harnaffed to very light carriages ufed 
by indolent people for making excurfions, which 
they call journeys, but which with us would only 
be an airing. 

‘Ine degeneracy of the animals in the iflands 
might have been prevented, retarded, or diminith- 
ed, if care had been taken to renew them by a 
foreign race. Stallions brought from colder or 
warmer countries, would in fome degree have 
corrected «he influence of the climate, feed, and 
rearing. With the mares of the country they 
would have produced a new race far fuperior, as 
they would have come from a climate different 

from that into which they were imported. 
Ic is very eatraordinary, that fo aple an idea 
fhould never have occurred to any of the planters 7 
and that there has been no legiflature attentive 
enough to its interefts, to fubftitute in its fettle- 
ments the bifon to the common ox. Every one 
who is acquainted with this animal, mult recollect 
that the bifon has a lofter and brighter fkin, a dif- 
pofition 
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pofition lefs dull and ftupid than our bullock, andB OOK 
a quicknefs and docility far fuperior. Ic is fwift oa ee 
in running, and when mounted can fupply the” 
place of a horfe. Ic thrives as well in fouthern 
countries, as the ox that we employ loves cold or 
temperate climates. This fpecies is only known 

in the eaftern iflands, and in the greater part of 

Africa. If cuftom had lefs influence than it com- 

monly has, even over the wifeft governments, they 

would have been fenfible, that this ufeful animal 

was fingularly well adapted to the great Archipe- 

lago of America, and that it would be very cafy 

to export it at a very {mall expence from the Gold 

Coatt, or the coaft of Angola. 

I wo rich planters, one in Barbadoes, the other 
in St. Domingo, equally {truck with the weaknefs 
of thole animals, which, according to ef{tablifhed 
cuftom, were employed in drawing and carrying, 
endeavoured to fubfticute the camel to them. 
‘his experiment, formerly tried without fuccefs 
in Peru by the Spaniards, did not fucceed better 
here, nor was it poffible it fhould. Ic is well 
known, that tnougha native of hot countries, it 
dreads exceffive heat, and can as little thrive as 
propagate under the burning fíky of the torrid 
zone, as in the temperate ones. [It would have 
been better to have tried the buffalo. 

Tue buffalo is a very dirty animal, and of a 
fierce difpofition. Its caprices are fudden and fre- 
quent. Its fkin is firm, light, and almot impe- 
metrable, and its horn ferviceable for many pur- 

poles. 
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B O O K pofes. Its flefh is black and hard, and difagree- 
XI. able to the rafte and imell. The milk of the fe- 
ale is not io tweet, but much more copious than 
that of the cow. Reared like the ox, to which it 

has a ftriking refemblance, it greatly furpafles it 

in ftrength and fwiftnefs. Two buffaloes, yoked 

to a waggon by means of a ring paffed through 

their nole, will draw as much as four of the fiout- 

eft bullocks, and in lefs than half the time. J hey 

owe this double fuperiority to the advantage of 
having longer legs, and a more confiderable bulk 

of body, the whole power of which is employed 

in drawing, becaufe they naturally carry their head 

and neck low. As this animal is originally a na- 

tive of the torrid zone, and is larger, itronger and 

more manageable in proportion to the heat of the 
country it is in, it cannot ever have been doubted 

that it would have been of great fervice in the Ca- 
ribbee iflands and propagate happily there. This 

is highly probable, efpecially fince the fuccefsful 
experiments that have been made of it at Gujana. 
INDOLENCE, and old eftablifhed cuftoms, which 

have hindered the propagation of domeftic anli- 
mals, have no lefs impeded the fucceis of tran{- 
planting vegetables. Several kinds of fruit-trees 

have been fucceffively carried to the iflands. Thofe 

that have not died, are tome wild ftocks, whote 

fruit is neither beautiful nor good. The greateit 

part have degenerated very fatt, becaufe they have 

been expofed to a very ftrong vegetation, ever 


lively, and contftantly quickened by the copious 
dews 
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dews of the night, and the ftrong heats of thepqox 
day, which are the two grand principles of fertili- XI. 
ty. Perhaps, an intelligent obferver would have ~~~r 
known how to profit from thefe circumftances, and 
have been able to raite tolerable fruit; but fuch 
men are not found in the colonies. If our kitchen 
herbs have fucceeded better; if théy are always 
fpringing up again, ever green, and ripe; the reafon 
is, that they had not to ftruggle againi{t the climate, 
where they were affifted by a moift and clammy 
earth, which is proper for them; and becaufe they 
required no trouble. The labour of the flaves is 
employed in the cultivation of more ufeful pro- 
ductions. 

THE principal labours of thefe unhappy men 
are directed towards thofe objects that are indifpen- 
fable to the prefervation of their wretched exiftence, 
Except in the iflands that are occup:e:} by the Spa- 
niards, where things are very nearly in the fame 
{tate as they were at the arrival of the Europeans 
in the new world, thote productions, which were 
fuficient for the favages, have diminifhed in pro- 
portion as they have deftroyed the forefts, in order 
to form plantations. It was necefflary to procure 
other means of fubfiftence, and moft of thefe that 
were wanted, have been drawn from the country 
itfelf of the new-comers. 

Arrica has furnifhed the ands with a fhrub, 
which grows to the height of four feet, lives four 
years, and is ufeful throughout igs whole duration. 
Ic bears hufks, which contain five or fix grains 


of 
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BOCK Of a fpecies of a very wholefome and very nou- 
x I. mifhing pea k.very part belonging to this fhrub 
{7 is remarkable for fone particular virtue. Its blot- 
fom is good for a cough 5; its leaves when boiled 
are applied to wounds, and of the afhes of this 
plant is made a lixivium, which cleantes ulcers and 
difipates the- external inflammations of the fkin- 
This fhrub is called the Angola pea. It flourmfhes 
equally in lands naturally barren, and in thole 
whofe falts have been exhaufted. For this reafon, 
the beft managers among the colonifts never fail 
to fow it on all thofe parts of the'’r eftates, which 

in other hands would remain uncultivated. 
Tere moft valuable prefent, however, which the 
ifands have received from Africa, is the manioc. 
Moff hiftorians have confidered this plant as a na- 
tive of America. It does not appear on what 
foundation this opinion is fupported, though pret- 
ty generally received. But were the truth of it 
demonfttrated, the Caribbee iflands would yet ftand 
indebted for the manioc to the Europeans, who 
imported it thither along with he Africans, who 
fed uponit. Before our invafions, he intercourfe 
between the continent of America and thefe ifles, 
was fo trifling, that a produétion of the Terra 





> da 


Firma might be unknown in the Archipelago of 
the Antilles. It is certain, however, that the fa- 
vages who offered our firft navigators bananas, 
yams, and potatoes, offered them no manioc, 
shat the Caribs in Dominica and St. Vincent, had 


it from us; that the character of the favages did 
not 
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wot render them fit to conduét a culture requiring BOOK 
fo much attention; that this culture can only be XI. 
carried on in very open ficlds, and that in the fo- = 
re{ts, with which thefe iflands were overgrown, 
there were no clear and unincumbered fpaces of 
ground above five and twenty toifes fquare. In 
fhort, it is beyond a doubt, that the ufe of the 
manioc was not known till after the arrival of the 
negroes, and that from time immemorial it hath 
conftituted the principal food of a great part of 
Africa. 

However this may be, the manioc is a plant 
which is propagated by flips. It is fet in furrows 
that are five or Gx inches deep, which are filled 
with the fame earth that has been digged out. 
Thefe furrows are at the diftance of two feet, or 
two feet and a half from each other, according to 
the nature of the ground. ‘Ihe fhrubrifes a little 
above fix feet, and irs trunk is about the thick- 
nefs of the arm. In proporiion as it grows, the 
lower leaves fall off, and only a few remain to- 
wards the top its wood is tender and brittle. 
Turis is a delicate plant; whofe cultiva:ion is 
troubiefome ; and the vicinity of all torts of grats 
is prejudicial to it. It requires a dry and light 
foil; its fruit is at its root, and if this root is 
fhaken by the motion the wind gives to the 
body of the plant, che fruit is formed but imper- 
fectly. It takes eighteen months beforc it grows 
to maturity. 
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Ir is not rendered fic for human food till after 
it has undergone a tedious preparation. Its firit 
fkin muft be fcraped z it muft be wafhed, rafped 
and preffed, to extract the aqueous parts which 
are a flow poilon, again{t which there is no remedy 
known. The roafting of it cauies every noxious 
particle it might {till contain, totally to evapo- 
rate. Whenthere appears no more fteam, it Is 
taken off the iron plate, on which it was roafted, 
and fuffered to cool. Repeated experiments have 
fhewn, that it was almoft as dangerous tc eat it 
hot as to eat it raw. 

Tre root of the manioc grated, and reducec in- 
to little grains by roafting, is called flour of ma- 
nioc. “The pafte of manioc is called caffava, which 
hath been converted into a cake by roafting 
without moving it. It would be dangerous to eat 
as much caflava as flour of manioc, becaufe the 
former is lefs roared. Both keep along time, 
and are very nourifhing, but a little difficult of 
digeftion. Though this food feems at far{t infipid, 
there are a great number of white people, who have 
been born in thefe iflands, who preter it to the 
beft wheat. AJl the Spaniards in general ufe it 
conftantly. The French feed their flaves with it. 
The other European nations, who have fettlements 
in the iflands, are little acquainted with the ma- 
nioc. Ite is from North America that thefe colo- 
nies receive thir fubfiftence; fo that if by any 
accident, which may very poffibly take place, their 
connections with this fertile country were inter- 

rupted 
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rupted but for four months, they would be expofed BOOK 


t> perifh by famine. An avidity that hath no 
bounds, makes the colonifts of the iflands infen- 
fible of this imminent danger. All, ac leaft the 
greater part, find their advantage in turning the 
whole indutftry of their flaves towards thofe pro- 
ductions which are the objeéts of commerce. The 
principal of thete are, cocoa, cotton, indigo, and 
coffee. WVe fhall ellewhere fpeak of their cultiva- 
tion, value and deftination ; and at prefent con- 
fider only the cultivation of fugar, whofe produce 
alone is more important than that of all the other 
commodities. 

THe cane that yields the fugar, is a kind of 
reed, which commonly rifes eight or nine feer, 
including the leaves growing out of the top of it. 
Its moít ordinary thicknefs is from two to four 
inches. It is covered with a hardifh rind, which 
incloites a fpungy fubftance. It is interfecéted ar 
Intervals with joints, that ferve as it were to 
ftrengthen and fupporc it ; but without impeding 
the circulation ef che fap, becaute thefe joints are 
loft anc” pithy in the in fide. 

Tris plant hatch been cultivated from the earlieft 
antiquity in fome countries of Afa and Africa. 
About the middle of the twelfth century, it be- 
came Known in Sicily, from whence it paffied into 
the ftouchern prov.nces of Spain. It was afterwards 
traniplanted into Madeira and the Canaries. From 
thele iflands ıt was brought into the new world 


where 


XI. 
et 
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BOO K where it fucceeded as well as if ic had been ori- 

XI. ginally a native of tc. 
eA foils are not equally proper for it. Such 
as are rich and firong, low and marfhy;, environed 
with woods, or lately cleared, however large and 
tall the canes may be, produce only a juice that 
is aqueous, infipid, of a bad quality, difficult to 
be boiled, purified and preferved. Canes planted 
in a ground where they foon meet with foft ftone 
or rock, have but a very fhort duration, and yield 
but little fugar. A light, porous, and deep foil, 
is by nature moft favourable to this production. 
Tue general method of cultivating it, is to 
prepare a large field ; to make at the diftance of 
three. feet from one another, furrows eighteen 
inches long, twelve broad, and fix deep; to lav 
in thefe, two, and fometimes three flips of aboug 
a foot each, taken from the upper part of the 
cane, and to cover them lightly with earth. From 
each of the joints in the flips iffues a ftem, which 
in time becomes a fugar-cane. 

Care fhould be taken to clear it conftantly from 
the weeds, which never fail to grow around it. 
This labour only continues for fix months. ‘The 
canes then are fufficiently thick and near one ano- 
ther to deftro every thing that might be preju- 
dicial to their “fertility. They are commonly fuf- 
fered to grow «ighteen months, and are feldom cut 
at any other ti ne. 

From the ftork of thefe, ifue fuckers, which 


are in their turn cut fafteen months after. This 
fecond 
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decond cutting yiclds only half of the produce o te 
ene Arift. The planters fometimes make a third —-—_ 
curting. and even a fourth, which are always fuc- 
ceffiveiy lefs, however good the foil may be. No- 
thing, therefore, but want of hands for planting 
afrefh can oblige a planter to expect more than two 
crops from his cane. 

THESE crops are net made in all the colonies at 
the fame time. In the Danifh, Spanifh and Dutch 
fettlements, they begin in January and continue 
till October. This method does not inrply any 
fixed feafon for the maturity of the fugar cane. 
The plant, however, like others, muft have its 
progrefs ; and it has been juftly obferved to be in 
flower in the months of November and December. 
It muft necefiarily follow, from the cuiftom thefe 
mations have adopted of continuing to gather their 
crops for ten months without intermiffion, that 
they cut fome canes which are not ripe enough, 
and others that are too ripe, and then the fruit has 
not the requifite qualities. The time of gather- 
ing them fhould bs ata fixed fcafon, and probably 
the months of March and April are the fittef{t for 
it; becaufe all the fweet fruits are ripe at that 
time, while the four ones do not arrive to a ftate 
of maturity till the months of July and Auguft. 

Tue Enghfh cut their canes .n March and 
April; but they are not inciuced cc do this on ac- 
count of their ripenefs. The drdaght that pre- 
vails in their lands rencers the rains which fall in 
September necefflary to their planting ; and as the 

Yor. III. X i canes 
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HODIE canes are eighteen months in growing, thi. period 
always brings them tothe precife point of m: - 
turity. 

In order to extraét the juice of the canes, when 
cut, which ought to be done in four and twenty 
hours, otherwife it would turn four, they are pafied 
between two cylinders of iron, or copper, placed 
perpendicularly on an immoveable table. a2 he 
motion of the cylinders is regulated by an -hori- 
zontal wheel turned by oxen, or horfes; but in 
water-mills this horizontal wheel derives its move- 
ment from a perpendicular one, whofe circum- 
ference meeting a current of water, receives an 
impreffion which turns it upon its axis: this motion 
is from right to left, if the current of water {trikes 
the upper part of the wheel; from left to right, 
if the current ftrikes the lower part. 

From the refervoir, where the juice of the cane 
is received, it falls into a boiler where thole par- 
ticles of water are made to evaporate that are moft 
eafily feparated. This liquor is poured into ano- 
ther boiler, where a moderate fire makes it throw 
up its firt fcum. When it has soit its clammy 
confiftence it is made to run into a third boiler, 
where it throws up much more fcum by means of 
an increafed d. gree of heat. It then receives the 
laft boiling in fourth cauldron whofe fire is three 
times ftronger han the firft. 

Tyrs laft fr- determines the fuccefs of the pro- 
cefs. If it hath been well managed, the fugar 


forms cryftals that are larger or fmaller, more or 
leis 
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efe Bright, in proportion to the greater or les BOOK 
qhantity of oil they abound with. If che fire hath WWW 


been tov violent, the fubitance is reduced to a 
black (and charcoal extract which cannot produce 
any more effential tale. If the fire hath been too 
moderate, there remains a confiderable quantity 
of extraneous oils, which diltinguifh the fugar, 
and render it thick and blackifh; fo that when it 
is tc be dried, it becomes always porous, becaufe 


the fpaces which thete oils filled up, remain 
empty. 





fis foon as the fugar is cool, it is poured into 
earthen veffels of a conic figure , the bafe of the 
cone is open, and its top has a hole, through 
which the water is carried off that has not formed 
any cryftals. This is called the fyrup. After this 
water hath flowed through, the raw fugar remains, 
which 1s rich, brown and falc. 

Dxoe greateft part of the iflands leave to the 
Europeans the care of giving fugar the other pre- 
parations which are necefflary to make it fit for ufe, 
‘This practice. fpares the expence of large build- 
ings, leaves them more negroes to employ in agri- 
culture, allows them to make their cultures with- 
out any interruption for two or three months to- 
gether, and employs a greater numl er of fhips for 
exportation. 

Tue French planters alone haveithought ic their 
intereit to manage their fugars in as different man- 
mer. To whatever degree of exactnefs the juice 
of the fugar-cane may be boiled, there always re- 


Ii2 mains 
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BOOK mains aninfinite number of foreign pariucles at 


AI 


teen tached to the falts of the fugar, to which rney a >- 


pear to be what lees are to wine. Thefe @ ve it a 
dead colour, and the tafte of tartar, of whien they 
endeavour to «deprive it, by an operation called 
earthing. This confifts in putting again the raw 
fugars into a new earthen vefiel, in every refpeéct 
fimilar to that we have mentioned. The furface 
of the fugar, throughout the whole extent of the 
bafis of the cone, is then covered with a white 
marl, on which water is poured. In filtering it 
through this marl, the water carries with it a por- 
tion of a calcareous earth, which it finds upon the 
different faline particles, when this earth meets 
with oily fubftances to which it is united. This 
water is afterwards drained off through the open- 
ing at the top of the mould, and a fecond fyrup 
is procured, which they call molaffes, and which 
is fo much the worfe, in proportion as the fugar 
was finer; that is, contained lefs extraneous cil: 
for then the calcareous earth, difflolved by the 
water, pafies alone, and carries with itall its acrid 
particles. 

Tunis earthing is followed by the laft prepara- 
tion, which is effeéted by fire, and ferves for the 
evaporating o' the moifture with which the falts 
are impregnate d, during the procefs of earthing 
In order to d> this, the fugar is taken in its 
whole form oui of the conical veffel of earth, and 
conveyed into a ftove which receives from an iron 


furnace a gentle and gradual heat, where it is left 
till 
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sill she ugar is become very dry, which common- 8 OOK 
Pa happens at the end of three weeks. Racer ein 

“THe sa the expence which this procefs re- 
quires 1s in general ufelefs, fince the earthed fugar 
is commonly refined in Europe in the fame man- 
mer as the raw fugar; all the inhabitants of the 
French iflands, however, who are able to purify 
their fugars in this manner, generally cake this 
trouble. Toa nation whofe navy is weak, this 
method is extremely advantageous, as it enables 
jt in times of war, to convey into its own mother 
country the moft valuable cargoes with a lefs num- 
ber of fhips than if only raw fugars were pre- 
pared. 

OnE may judge from thefe fpecies of fugars, 
but much better from that, which has undergone 
the earthing, of what fort of falts it is compofed- 
If the foil, where the cane hath been planted, is 
hard, {tony and floping, the falts will be white, 
angular, and the grain very large. If the foil is 
marly, the colour will be the fame; but the gra- 
nulations, being cut on fewer fides, will reflect lefs 
light. If the foil is rich and fpungy, the granu- 
lations will be nearly fpherical, the colour will 
be dufky, the fugar will flip under the finger, 
without any unequal feel. This lat kind of fu- 
gar is confidered as the wortt. 

WHATEVER may be the reafozr thofe places 
that have a northern afpect produce the beft fugar; 
and marly grounds yield the greateft quantity. 
The preparations which the fugar that grows in 

Li 3 thefe 
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B pt K thefe kinds of foil require, are lefs tedihus and 

i — troublefome than thofe which the fugar requir-'s 
that is produced in a rich land. But thew obier- 
vations admit of infinite variety, whofe mvefti- 
gation is properly the province of chymuits, or 
{peculative planicers. 

BesipeEs fugar, the cane furnifhes fyrup, whofe 
value is only a twelfth of that of the price of 
fugars. The beft fyrup is that which runs from 
the farft veffel into the fecond, when the raw fugar 
is made. It is compofed of the groffer particles 
which carry along with them the falrs of fugar, 
whether it contains or feparates them in its pafiage. 
The fyrup of an inferior kind, which ts more 
bitter, and lefs in quantity, is formed by the water 
which carries off the tartareous and earthy particles 
of the fugar when it is wafhed. By means of fire, 
fome fugar is befides extraéted from the firft fyrup, 
which, after this operation, is of lefs value than 
the tecond. 

Boru thefe kinds are carried into the north of 
Europe, where the people ulé them inftead of 
butter and fugar. In North America they make 
the fame ufe of them, where they are further em- 
ployed to give fermentation, and an agreeable tafte 
to a liquor cal'ed Praf/s, which is only an infufion 
of the bark of atree. 

Isis fyrup is ftilk more ufeful, by the fecret 
that has been ,iicovered of converting it by diftil- 
lation, into a fpérituows liquor which the Englifh 
call Rum, and the French Zaf a. This procefs, 

which 
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which gs very fimple, is made by mixing aBQOO® 
third part of fyrup with two-thirds of water. hag 
Whenséwhefe two fubftances have fufficiently fer- 
mented, which commonly happens at the end of 

twelve or fifteen days, they are put into a clean 

ftill, where the diftillation is made as ufual. The 

liquor that is drawn off is equal to the quantity of 

the fyrup employed. 

SucH is the method which, after many experi- 
ments and variations, all the iflands have gene- 
rally purfued in the cultivation of fugar. lt is un- 
doubtedly a good one; but, perhaps, it hath not 
acquired that degree of perfection of which it is 
capable. If inftead of planting canes in large 
fields, the ground were parcelled out into divi- 
fions of fixty feet, leaving between two planted 
divifions a fpace of land uncultivated, fuch a me- 
thod would probably be attended with great ad- 
vantages. In the modern practice, none but the 
canes which grow on the borders are good, and 
attain to a proper degree of maturity. T hoffe in 
the middle of the field in part mifcarry, and ripen 
badly becaufe they are deprived of a current of 
air, which only aéts by its weight, and feldom gets 
to the foot of thefe canes that are always covered 
with the leaves. 

In this new fyftem of plantation, thofe portions 
of land which had not been cultivated would 
be moft favourable for reproduction; when the 
crops of the planted divifions had been made, 
which in their turn would be left to recover. Itis 

li 4 pro- 
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5 — probable, that by this method as much {ugar 
= might be obtained as by the prefent praéticen, wits 
this additional advantage, that it would require 
fewer flaves to cultivate it. One may judge what 
the cultivation of iugar would then produce, by 
what it now yields notwithftanding its imperfec- 
tions. 

On a plantation fixed on a good ground, and 
fuficiently ftocked with blacks, with cattle, and 
all other neceffaries, two men will cultivate a iquare 
of canes, that is, a hundred geometrical paces in 
every direction. This fquare muit yield on an 
average fixty quintals of raw fugar. The common 
price of a quintal in Europe will be twenty livres™*, 
after deducting all the expences. This makes an in- 
come of 600 )ivres+, for the labour of each man. 
One hundred and fifty livres, to which the price 
of fyrup and Rum muft be added, will defray the 
expences of cultivation; that is to fay, for the 
maintenance of flaves, for their lofs, their difor- 
ders, their clothes, and repairifig: their utenfils, 
and other accidents. “The net produce of an acre 
and half of land will then be four hundred and 
fifty livres§. It would be dificult to find a cul- 
ture productive of greater emoluments. 

Ir may be ot eted, chat this is {tating the pro- 
duce below its rval value, becaufe a fquare of canes 
does not employ two men, But thofe who would 
urge fuch an ob ection aught to obferve, that the 
making of iugar requires ather labours befide thofe 

of 
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of merely cultivating it, and confequently work- ® OO = 
men employed elfewhere than in the fields. The —,—~ 
eitimate and compenfation of thefe different kinds 
of fe vice, oblige us to deduct from the produce 
of a fquare of plantation, the expence of main- 
taining two men. 

Ir is chiefly from the produce of fugar that the 
iNands furcply their planters with all the articles of 
convenience and luxury. They draw from Eu- 
rope flour, liquors, falt provifions, filks, linens, 
hardware; and every thing that is neceflary for 
apparel, food, furniture, ornament, convenience 
and even luxury. Their contumptions of every 
kind are prodigious, and muft necefflarily influence 
the manners of the inhabitants, the greateft part 
of whom are rich enough to fupport them. 

Ir fhould feem that the Europeans, who have Character 
been tran{planted into the American iflands, muit aoa. 
no lefs have degenerated than the animals which Ered an 


the Ame- 
they carried over thither. The climate acts on al] rican if- 


living beings; but men being lefs immediately — 
fubject to the laws of nature, refit her influence 
the more, becaufe they are the only beings, who 
at for themfelves. The firft colonifts, who fet- 
tled in the Antilles, correéted the activity of a new 
climate, and a new foil, by th conveniencies 
which it was in their power toi derive from a 
commerce that was always open with their former 
country. They learnt to lodge and maintain 
themfelves in a manner the beft adapted to their 
change of fituation. They retained the cuftoms of 
their 
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BOOK their education, and every thing that could ag«-e 

Galen cial with the natural effects of the air they bremthed 
With thefe they carried into America the food ana 
cultoms of Europe, and familiarifed to each wther 
beings and productions which nature had feparated 
by an interval of the fame extent as a Zone. But 
of all their primitive cuftoms, the moft falutary, 
perhaps, was that of mingling and dividing the 
two races by intermarriages. 

ALE nations, even the leaf civilized, have pro- 
fcribed an union of fexes between the children of 
the fame family ; whether it was, that experience 
or prejudice dictated this law, or chance led them 
to it. Beings brought up together in infancy, ac- 
cuftomed to fee one another continually, in this 
mutual familiarity, rather contraét that indiffe- 
rence which arifes from habir, than that lively and 
impetuous fenfation of fympathy, which tuddenly 
affects two beings, who never faw one another. 
If in the favage life hunger diflunites families, 
love undoubtedly muft have reunited them. The 
hiftory, whether true or fabulous; of rhe rape of 
the Sabine women, fhews that marriage was the firft 
alliance between nations. Thus the blood will have 
become gradually intermixed either by the cafual 
meetings occafi ned by a wandering life, or by the 
conventions and agreements of fettled communities, 
The natural advantage of croffing the breed among 
men as well as animals, in order to preferve the 
{pecies from degenerating, is the refult of low 
experience, and is pofterior to the acknowledged 


utility 
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utility of uniting families, in order to cement the B oat hi 
peace of fociety. Tyrants foon difcovered how we, ———> 
Iar it was proper for them to feparate, or con- 
nect their fubjccts, in order to keep them in a 
itate of dependence. They formed men into fe- 
parate ranks by availing themielves of their pre- 
judices: becaute this line of divifion between them 
became a bond of fubmiffion to the fovereign, who 
mainrained his authority by their mutual hatred 
and oppofition. They connected families to each 
other in every ftation, becaufe this union totally 
extinguifhed every fpark of diffention repugnant 
to the fpirit of civil fociety. Thus the intermix- 
ture of pedigrees and familhes by marriage, has 
been rather the refult of political inftitutions, than 
formed upon the views of nature. 

Bur whaiever be the natural principle and mo- 
ral tendency of this cuftcm, ıt was adopted by 
Europeans, who were defirous of multiplying in 
the iflands. ‘lhe greateit part of them either 
married in their 6wn country, before they removed 
into the new world, or with thofe who landed 
there. The European married a Creole, or the 
Creole an European, whom chance or family con- 
neétions brought into America. From this happy 
afiociation hath been formed a p culiar character, 
which in the two worlds diftintuifhes the man 
born under the fky of the new, from parents 
originally natives of both. The marks of this 
charaéter will be pointed out with io much the 
more certainty, as they are taken from the writ- 
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5 TF K ings of an accurate obferver, from whom we have 
ww already drawn fome particulars refpecting natural 
hiftory. 

Tue Creoles are in general well made. There 
is fcarce a finwle perfon among them afflicted with 
thofe deformities which are fo common in other 
climates. i` hey have all an extreme fupplenefs in 
their limbs ; whether it is to be attributed to a 
particular organization adapted to hot countries, 
to the cuftom of rheir being reared without the con- 
finement of fwaddling cloaths, and ftays, or to 
the exercifes they are habituated to from their in- 
fancy. Their complexion, however, never has 
that air of vivacity and frefhnefs which contri- 
butes more to beauty than regular features do. As 
to their colour, when they are in health, it re- 
fembles that of perfons juft recovering from a fit 
of illnefs; but this livid complexion, more or lefs 
dark, is nearly that of our fouthern people. 

Tarr intrepidity in war has been fignalized 
by a feries of bold actions. Tere would be no 
better foldiers, if they were more fapable of be- 
ing difciplined. 

Hiistrory does not afford any of thofe inftances 
of cowardice, treachery and meannefs among them, 
which fully the annals of all nations. It can hard- 
ly be alledged, that a Creole ever did a mean 
action. 

Aut ftrangers, without exception, find in the 
iflands, the moft friendly and generous hofpitality. 


This ufeful virtue is practifed with a degree of 
often- 
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oftentation, which fhews, at leaft, the honour they B on 
attach to it. Their natural propenfity to benef- —~— 
cence banifhes avarice; and the Creoles are gene- 

rous in their dealings. 

THEY are ftrangers to diffimulation, craft and 
fufpicion. The pride they take in ther franknefs, 
the opinion they have of themfelves, together with 
their extreme vivacity, exclude from their com- 
mercial tranfaétions all that myftery and referve, 
which {tiles natural goodnefs of difpofition, ex- 
tinguifhes the focial ipirit and diminifhes our fen- 
hibiliry. 

A warm imagination, incapable of any reftraint, 
renders them independent and inconftant in their 
tafte. It perpetually hurries them with frefh ar- 
dour into pleafures, to which they facrifice both 
their fortune and their whole exiftence. 

A remarkable degree of penetration, a quick 
facility in feizing all ideas, and expreffing them- 
felves with vivacity; the power of combining 
added tothe talent of obfervation, a happy mix- 
ture of all the qualities of the mind and of the 
heart which render men capable of the greateft 
actions, will make them attempt every thing, 
when oppreffion compels them to it. 

Tue fharp and faline air of the Caribbee iflands 
deprives the women of that lively: colour which is 
the beauty of their fex. But they have an agree- 
able and fair complexion, which does not deprive 
the eyes of all that vivacity and power, that en- 
ables them to convey into the foul fuch itrong im- 
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BO 4 K preffions as are irrefiftible. As they are extremely 
Ww fober, they drink nothing but chocolate, coffee 
and fuch fpirituous liquors as reftore to the organs 
their tone and vigour enervated by the climate; 
while the men are continually drinking in propor- 
tion to the heat that exhaufts them. 

Turvy are very prolific, and often mothers of 
ten or twelve children. This fertility arifes from 
love which ftrongly attaches them to their huí- 
bands; but which alfo throws them inftantly into 
the arms of another, whenever death has diffolved 
the union of a firft or fecond marriage. 

JEALous even to diftraétion, they are feldom 
unfaithful. That indolence, which makes them 
negleét the means of pleafing, the tafte which the 
men have for negro women, their particular man- 
ner of life, whether private or public, which pre- 
ludes the opportunities or temptations to gallan- 
try ; thefe are the beft fupports of the virtue of 
thefe females. 

Tue folitary kind of manner in which they live 
in their houfes gives them an air af extreme timi- 
dity, which embarraffes them in their intercourfe 
with the world. They lofe, even in early life, 
the fpirit of emulation and choice, and this pre- 
vents them from cultivating the agreeable talents 
of education. They feem to have neither power. 
nor tafte for any thing but dancing, which un- 
doubtedly tranfforts and animates them to higher 
pleafures. This iħítinćét of pleafure attends them 
through their whole life; whether it is, that they 


{till 
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{till retain fome fhare of their youthful fenfibility, B gt a 
or are ftimulated with the recollection of it; Or —~— + 
from other reafons which are unknown to us. 

From fuch a conftitution arifes an extremely 
fenGble and fympathifing charatter, fo that they 
cannot even bear the fight of mifery ; though they 
are, at the fame time, rigid and fevere with refpect 
to the offices they require of thofe domeftics that 
are attached to their fervice. More defpotic and 
inexorable towards their flaves than the men them- 
felves, they feel no remorie in ordering chaftife- 
ments, the feverity of which would be a punifh- 
ment and a leffon to them, if they were obliged 
to inflict them themfelves, or were witnefies to 
them. 

Tuis flavery of the negroes is, perhaps, the 
caufe from whence the Creoles in part derive a 
certain character, which makes them appear ftrange, 
fantaftic, and of an intercourfe not much relifhed 
in Europe. From their earlieft infancy they are 
accuftomed to fee a number of tall and {tout men 
about them, whote bufineis it is to conjecture and 
anticipate their wifes. ‘This firft view muit im- 
mediately infpire them with the moft extravagant 
opinion of themfclves. Seldom meeting with any 
oppofition to their caprice, though ever fo unrea- 
fonable, they aume a {fpiric of prefumption, ty- 
tanny and difdain for a great part of mankind. 
Nothing is more infolent than the man who al- 
ways lives with his inferiors; bwt when thefe hap- 
pen to be flaves, habituated to wait upon. chil- 


dren, 
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BOCK dren, to dread even their cries, which muft expofe 

w them to punifhmentr, what mut maftcrs become 
who have never obeyed ; wicked men who have 
never been punifhed ; and madmen who are ufed 
to put their fellow-creatures in irons? 

So cruel an example of dependence gives the 
Americans that pride which muft neceffarily be de- 
tefted in Europe, where a greater equality pre- 
vailing among men teaches them a greater fhare of 
mutual refpeét. Educated without knowing €i- 
ther pain or labour, they are neither able to fur- 
mount difficulties, or bear contradi¢tion. Nature 
hath given them every advantage, and fortune re- 
fufed them nothing. In this refpect, like moft kings, 
they are unhappy, becaufe they have never ex- 
perienced adverfitry. If the climate did not ftrongly 
excite them to love, they would be ignorant of every 
real pleafure of the foul: and yet they feldom 
have the happinefs of forming an idea of thofe 
paffions, which thwarted by obitacles and refufals, 
are nourifhed with tears and gratified with virtue. 
If they were not confined by the laws of Europe, 
which govern them by their wants, and reprefs or 
reftrain the extraordinary degree of independence 
they enjoy, they would fall into a foftnefs and 
effeminacy which would in time render them the 
victims of their own tyranny, or would involve 
them in a ftate of anarchy that would fubvert all 
the foundations of their community. 

But if they once ceafed to have negroes for 


flaves, and kings who live at a diftance from them 
for 
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for matters, they, perhaps, would become the 8 a Ls 


4G 


"p 


é 


moit aitonifhing people that ever appeared on —————~» 


earth. The fpirit of liberty which they would im- 
bibe from their earlieft infancy ; the underftand- 
ing and abilities which they would inherit from 
Europe; the activity, which the neceffity of re- 
pelling numerous enemies would infpire ; the large 
colonies they would have to form, the rich com- 
merce they would have to found on an immenfe 
cultivation ; the ranks and focieties they would 
have co create ; and the maxims, laws and man- 
mers they would have to eftablifh on the principles 
of reafon: all thefe fprings of aétion would, per- 
haps, make of an equivocal and mifcellaneous 
race of people, the moft flourifhing nation that 
philofophy and humanity could wifh for the hap- 
pinefs of the world. 

Ir ever any fortunate revolutton fhould take 
place in the world, it will begin in America. Af- 
ter having experienced fuch devaftation, this new 
world muft flourifh in its turn, and, perhaps, 
command the old It will become the afylum of 
our people who have been oppreffed by political 
eftablifhments, or driven away by war. The fa- 
vage inhabitants will be civilized, and opprefied 
{ftrangers will become free. But it is neceffary 
that this change fhould be preceded by confpir- 
«acies, COMmortions, and calamities ; and that a 
hard and laborious education fhould predifpofe 
their minds both to 2ct and to fyffer. 
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B pA K Yr: young Creoles, come into Europe to exer- 

eee’ CHIC and pratile what we teach you; there to col- 
lect in the valuable remains of our ancient man- 
ners, that vigour which we have loft ; there to 
{tudy our weakneis, and draw from our rollies 
themfelves thofe leffons of wifdom which produce 
great events. Leave in America your negroes, 
whofe condition diftreffes us, and whofe blood, 
perhaps, is mingled in all thofe ferments which 
alter, corrupt and deftroy our population. Fly 
from an education of tyranny, eftfeminacy and 
vice, which you contract from the habit of living 
with flaves, whofe degraded ftation infpires you 
with none of thofe elevated and virtuous fenti- 
ments which can only give rife to a people that 
will become celebrated. America hath poured ali 
the fources of corruption on Europe. ‘To com- 
plete its vengeance, it muit draw from it all the 
inftrumients of its profperity. As it has been de- 
{ftroyed by our crimes, it muft be renewed by our 
vices. 

NATURE feems to have deftinea the Americans 
to a greater fhare of happinets than the inhabitants 
of Europe. In the iflands, fuch difeafes as the 
gout, gravel, ttone, apoplexies, pleurifies, com- 
plaints of the cheit, and the various diforders oc- 
cafioned by the winter, are fcarcely: known. None 
of thofe fcourges of the human race which are fò 
fatal in other countries, have ever made the leatt 
ravages there. If the air of the country can be 
withf{tood and the middle age be attained to, this 
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is fufficient to infure a long and happy life. There® QO OF 
old age is not weak, languifhing, and befet with ——~—~ 
thofe infirmities which affect ıt in our climate. 

In the Caribbee iflands, however, new-born 1n- Difeafes to 

fants are attacked with a difeafe which feems pe- atanan 
culiar to the torrid zone: it is called feranos. If a are fubjcce 
child receives the impreffion of the air or wind, iflands. 
if the room where it is juft born is expofed to 
{moke, to too much heat or cold, the diforder 
fhews itfelf immediately. Ic firft teizes the jaw, 
which becomes rigid and fixed, fo as not to be 
opened. This fpafm foon communicates itfelf to 
the other parts of the body 3 and the child dies 
for want of being able to take nourifhment. If 
it efcapes this danger, which threatens the nine 
firft days of its exiftence, it has nothing to fear. 
The indulgences which are allowed to children 
before they are weaned, which is at the end of 
the twelve months, fuch as the ufe of coffee, cho- 
colate, wine, but efpecially fugar and {weetmeats ; 
thefe indulgences that are fo pernicious to our 
children, are of ered to thofe of America by na- 
ture, wnich accuftoms them in early age to the 
productions of their climate. 

Tue fair fex, naturally weak and delicate, has 
its infirmities as well as its charms. In the iflands 
they are tubject to a weaknefs, an almoft total de- 
cay of their ftrength; an unconquerable averfion 
for all kind of wholefome food, and an irregular. 
craving after every thing that is prejudicial to their 
health. Salt or fpiced food is what they only relifh 
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BOOK and defire. This dileafe is a true cachexy, which 
Žu commonly degenerates into a dropfy. It is attri- 
buted to the diminution of the menfes in thole 
women who come from Europe, and to the weak- 
nefs or total fuppreffion of that periodical difcnarge 

in Creoles. | 
THE men, more robuft, are liable to more vio- 
lent complaints. In this vicinity of the equator, 
they are expofed to a hot and malignant fever, 
known under different names, and indicated by 
hzemorrhages. The blood which is boiling under 
the fervent rays of che fun, is difcharged from the 
nofe, eyes, and other parts of the body : nature 
in temperate climates does not move with tuch 
rapidity, but that in the moft acute diforders there 
ts time to obferve and tollow the courfe fhe takes. 
In the iflands, her progrefs is fo rapid, that if we 
delay to attack the diforder, as {con as it appears, 
its effects are certainly fatal. Thus it is, that the 
patienr, in the fpace of twenty-four hours mutt 
be bled fifteen or eighteen time while in the in- 
tervals he has recourfe to other remedies. No 
fooner 1s a perion feized with fickneis, but the 
phyfician, the lawyer, and the prieft, are all called 
to his bed-fide. | 
Mosr of thofe who furvive thefe violent fhocks, 
being exhauifted by the manner in which they have 
been treated, recover very flowly and with diffi- 
culty. Several fall into an habitual weaknefs, oc- 
cafioned by the debility of the whole machine 


whom the noxious air of the country and the hit: 
nourtf 
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nourifhment their food fupplies, are not able to®BQO OR 
reftore. Hence obftructions, jaundice, and fwell- — ~~ 
ings of the fpleen, are produced, which fome- 

times terminate in dropfies. 

ALMOST all the Europeans who go over to Ame- 
rica, are expofed to this danger, and frequently 
the Creoles themfelves on their return from more 
temperate climates. But it never attacks women 
whote blood has the natural evacuations, and ne- 
groes, who, born under a hotter climate, are 
inured by nature, and prepared by a free perípi- 
ration, for all the ferments that the tun can produce. 

THESE violent fevers are certainly owing to the 
heat of the fun, whofe rays are lefs oblique, and 
more conftant than in our climates. This heat 
muft undoubtedly thicken the blood through the 
excefs of perfpiration, a want of elafticity in the 
folids, and a dilatation of the veffels by the impulfe 
of the fluids, whether in proportion to the rare- 
faction of the air, or the lefs degree of compref- 
fion which the fu face of the bodies is expofed to 
in a rarefied atmofphere. 

SomeE of thefe inconveniences might, perhaps, 
be prevented, if perfons going to America were 
purged and bled in their paflage as they advanced 
toward the torrid zone ; by repeating thefe precau- 
tions in the iflands, and by the ufe of the cold bath- 

Bur far from having recourfe to thefe expe- 
dients, which reafon indicates, the inhabitants fall 
into fuch excefles as are moft likely to haften 


nd increafe the diforder. The ftrangers who ar- 
rive 
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rive at the Carribbee iflands, are excited by the 


WV entertainments they are invited to, the pleafures 


Advan- 
tages of 
thofe na- 
tions that 
are in pof- 
feflion of 
the iflands. 


they partake of, and the kind reception they meet 
with; every thing induces them to an immoderate 
induigence of all the pleaiures which cuftom ren- 
ders leis prejudicial to thole who are horn under 
this climate. Feafting, dancing, gaming, late 
hours, wine, cordials, and frequently the chagrin 
of difappointment in their chimesical expectations, 
contpire to add to the ferment cf an immoderate 
heat of the blood, which toon becomes inflamed. 

Wits fuch indulgence, it is fcarce poffible to 
refitt the heats of this climate, when even the 
preate{t precautions are not fufficient to fecure per- 
fons from the attack of thofe dangerous fevers; 
when the molt fober, and moderate men, who 
are the moft averfe from every kind of excefs ; 
and the moft careful of all their aéticns, are vic- 
tims to the new air they breathe. In the prefent 
{tate of the colonies, of ten men that go into the 
iNands, four Englifh die, three French, three 
Dutch, three Danes, and one Spaniard. 

WHEN it was obferved how many men were loft 
in thefe regions, at the time they were farft occu- 
pied, it was generally thought, that the ftates who 
had the ambition of fettling there would be de- 
populated in the end. 

F.XPERIENCE hath altered the public opi>.'0on 
upon this point. In proportion as thefe colonies 
have extended their plantations, they have been 
fupphtied with fieth means of expence. Thefe 

have 
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have opened into their mother country new fources B gr I. 
of confumption. The increafe in exportstions w. 
could not take place wichout an increaie of la- 
bour. Thete labours have brought tropgether a 
greater number of men, which will ever be the 
cafe when the means of tublittence are multipli... 
Even foreigners have retorted in great multitucies 
to rthofe kingdoms, which opened a vaft field to 
their ambition and indutftry. 

PorpuLaTion net only increafed among the pro- 
prietors of the iflands, but the pecple have alio. 
become more happy. Our felicity in general is 
proportioned to our conveniences, anc it muft in- 
creafe as we can vary and extend them. The 
iMlands have been productive of this advantage to 
their pofieffors. They have drawn from thele fer- 
tile regions a number of commorittics, the con- 
furmprion of which hath acded to their enjoyinents. 
They have acquired fome, which when exchanged 
for others among their neighbours, have made 
them partake cf the luxuries of erber climates. 
In this manner, the kingdoms which have acquir- 
ed the potifefiion of the iflands, by fortunate cir- 
curmltances, or by weli comDincd projects, are 
become the reficience of the arts, and of all the 
polite amufenments which are a natural and necef- 
dary confequence of great plenty. 

But this is not the only advantage: thete co- 
Iunies have railed the nations thag founded chem, 
to a fuperiority of influence in tae political world, 
by the foliowing means. Gold and filver, which 

form 
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BOOK form the general circulation of europe, come from 


xI. 


©- Mexico, Peru, and Brazil. They belong neither 


Books, how far each nation hath increafed its powet 


to the Spaniards nor che Portugueie, but to 
people, who give their merchandile in exchange 
for thefe metals. Thelle people have commercial 
traniaétions with each other, that are ultimately 
fettled at Lifbon and Cadiz, which may be looked 
upon as a common and univerfal repofitory. Itis 
in thefe places that one muft judge of the increafe 
or decline of the trade of each nation. That 
nation whofe accounts of fale and purchafe are 
kept in balance with the reft, receives the whole 
intereft of its capital. That which hath purchafed 
more than it hath fold, withdraws lefs than its 1 
tere{t; becaufe ir hath ceded a part of it, in ord 
to fatisfy the demands of the nation to which 
was indebted. That which has told more to other 
mations than it hath purchafed of them, does not 
only get what was owing from Spain and Portugal, 
but alfo the profit it has derived from other nations 
with whom it hath made exchanges. This laft ad- 
vantage is peculiar to the people who poffefs the 
iflands. Their capital is annually increafed by the 
fale of the valuable productions of thefe countries 
and the augmentation of their ftock confirms their 
fuperiority, and renders them the arbiters of peace 
and war. But we fhall explain, in the following 











by the pofieffion of the iflands. 
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